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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 
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S/S t 8208044 

Date March 30, 1982 

FOR: Mr. W:i.iliam· 'p: -·ctark - - •• - -- • -- - • 
National Se-cur-ity .. c-;unc-il ~ --- --
The White House 

REFERENCE: 

TO: the President FROM: Governor Ariyoshi 

DATE: March 6, 1982 SUBJECT: Tonga Cyclone Disaster 

WHITE HOUSE REFERRAL DATED: March 26, 1982 NSC t 

THE ATTACHED ITEM WAS SENT DIRECTLY 
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

(if any) 

ACTION TAKEN: 
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A draft reply is attached. 
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A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is 
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We believe no response is necessary for the 
reason cited below. 

Other. 

{a(~ 
L. Paul Br em er, I I I 
Executive Secretary 
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near Gov~rnor Ariyoshi: 

The Uhite Bou~e has re!erred )our letter to the President of 
Mnrch 6 concerning the da1:1age cauaed by C}·clor,e li.uac in 'l'c;n9a to 
the Depart~eht of St~te. 

I nm pleac~d tc inter~ you that the Unite~ Stete~ Govern~ent ~hd 
A1nerican clieritable organis:ii-tion& have rer;;pondcd te the Tongan 
Govern~ent'£ appenl for aiaaster assistance. Fiv~ hun~,e~ t~nts, 
JCO cotton ~lankets, 200 rollE of plaEtic mbe~ti~9 for te~rorary 
shelter and 500 W&ler jugs were airlifted to ~uku'alcf~ fto~ 
A.I.D.'s 6tockpile in Cua~ on ~~rch 13 and lG. ~e hav~ ~lFo 
rcrcLase~ Eone 300 hurricane lant~rnB in Fiji ~ncl sett th~~ to 
~ongn, end raicl the freight co£ts fer 300 tents cic&DteJ Ly th£ 
~eventh D&y Arlventirt~: Finally, th~ c.s. Gc~crnment ~ill L~ 
rrc.viding t,et"Weer, $100,000 ar.cl $2DO,OOO worth of tl!rc to r~Fl£nish 
!co~ su1plie~ lc~troyecl by the cylcon~. ~hrou,hcut tt1£ c1ficial 
effort, ~c have taken care to ~ort clo&~lt ~1th ptivfite v~lcnt~r~ 
orgF~iz~ticnc, inclueing the Red Cro~~, ~ho~e ~!fort~ in H~~~ii a~~ 
en thE West Cc,a.t hZave ,nace: possible: further i;hip1ncnt::. cf re:lit:f 
cuppli~£ to ~on~a. 

The flo~ of eguip~ent and A6sistence tc ~on9a, frow the United 
Stlites, imd particularly i'roJ?1 the residents c,f Jia\.z.ii, fr011, Pacific 
ielatd n6tione and fro~ Auatr~li6 and Ne~ Ze~lan~ h~n b~en ~e~ply 
~ppreci~ted by th& govern~ent anc people of the Kingdo~ of Tor.9~, 
ane reflects the concern all of ui. share -- iinc which you t:xrressE>o 
in your letter -- to come to the aid cf~ friend i~ distre&D. 

Sincerely yours, · 

Robert. A. Brand 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 

Bureau of taBt Asian and Pacific Affairs 

,:he Hcnorabl~ 
Gecrge R. Ariyoshi 

Governor of ~Qwaii 
Donolulu, Bava11 

. . 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E O F F I C E 

REFERRAL 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
AT'IN: JOYCE CURRY 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
APPROPRIATE ACTION 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 064342 

MARCH 26, 1982 

MEDIA: LETI'ER, DATED MARCH 6, 1982 

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN 

FROM: THE HONORABLE GEORGE R. ARIYOSHI 
GOVERNOR OF HONOLULU 
HONOLULU HI 96813 

SUBJECT: SUGGESTS THE U.S. OFFER AND MAKE AVAILABLE 
APPROPRIATE TYPES OF ASSISTANCE AND RESOURCES 
TO THE KINGDOM OF TON::;A WHICH WAS DEVASTATED 
BY A TROPICAL CYCLONE ON MAR 3 82 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 62, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

8208044 
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EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS 

HONOLULU 

GEORGE R . ARIYOSHI 
March 6, 1982 GOV ERNOR 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

On March 3, the Kingdom of Tonga was devastated by a tropical cyclone 
that wreaked considerable havoc and damage to the island . Reports indicate 
that the storm killed several dozen people, left many missing, thousands 
destitute, and almost half of the capital of Nukualofa submerged in water. 

While Australia and New Zealand have taken the lead initially to come 
to Tonga's aid, I believe it would be prudent and humanitarian for our 

/country also to offer and make available appropriate types of assistance 
land resources. 

Our local Tongan community, as well as the Hawaii Chapter of the Red 
Cross, have begun to mobilize and presently are seeking assistance and 
contributions from the residents of our State. I assure you that any effort 
from the United States government will be greatly appreciated by the King 
and Queen of Tonga, its people, and those of us who feel a special kinship 
and affinity for the island kingdom. 

With warm personal regards, I remain, 

Yours very truly, 

R. Arf!?;-L 
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,,. rc·r- 1 8,,... 
,) l. i ·.::) _J_ '- ,p 

ID# ________ _ 

□ 0 • OUTGOING 

□ H • INTERNAL 

WI - INCOMING 

WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

Date Correspondence o- 7 
Received (YY /MM/DD) t> .:?\. I O d' I / 6 

Name of Correspondent: - =~-==':/-::::,,_,,,:'.d.=- ___./.'"""t?--:"'---~ ~ --"----L.z;~_ "'---"c...:..,:::..:._:;_=~ ----

[21/ Ml Mail Report UserCodes: (A) ____ _ (B)_;____ (C) __ _ 

ROUTE TO: ACTION DISPOSITION 

Office/Agency (Staff Name) 
Action 
Cc::,de ~ 

Tracking 
Date 

YY/MM/DD 

ORIGINATOR J:;l._ ('),3 1/7 

Referral Note: 

Type 
of 

Response 

Completion 
Date 

Code YY/MM/DD 

✓ 1dt /111-~ 11 g 2- I ()3 I I t""HiJ._ . ·· __ _ ~ 'fJ I Olf I lJ (' £11 

✓ ~ s··~~ Referral Note: 

fl (d ,0~1d i:!A _rrt::_1 __ _ {f ga, Q3 at, 

ACTION CODES: 

A - Appropriate Action 
C - Comment/Recommendation 
D - Draft Response 
F - Furnish Fact Sheet 

to be used as Enclosure 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

I - Info Copy Only/No Action Necessary 
R - Direct Reply w/Copy 
S - For Signature 
X - Interim Reply 

DISPOSITION CODES: 

A - Answered 
B - Non-Special Referral 

C - Completed 
S - Suspended 

FOR OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE: -

Type of Response = Initials of Signer 
Code = "A" 

Completion Date = Date of Outgoing 

Comments: ____________________________________ _ 

Keep this worksheet attached to the original incoming letter. 
Send all routing updates to Central Reference (Room 75, OEOB). 
Always return completed correspondence record to Central Files. 
Refer questions about the correspondence tracking system to Central Reference, ext. 2590. 

5/81 

'~?'; 



RECORDS MANAGEMENT ONLY 

No. of Additional 
Correspondents· Media: 

CLASSIFICATION SECTION 

~ Individual Codes: 

Prime /1,, , .,,.,..r/ 
Subject Code: L,,IZ _/,,Ji~ -__ 

Secondary 
Subject Codes: 

d .Lt'JO -·--

sr ~.51-__ 
£ 0 12.f;--3-~2/ 

Code 

c __ 

DSP 

SIGNATURE CODES: 

Date 

CPn - Presidential Correspondence 
n - 0 - Unknown 
n • 1 - Ronald WIison Reagan 
n • 2 • Ronald Reagan 
n - 3 - Ron 
n - 4 - Dutch 
n - 5 - Ron Reagan 
n - 6 - Ronald 
n • 7 · Ronnie 

CLn - First Lady's Correspondence 
n • 0 - Unknown 
n • 1 • Nancy Reagan 
n - 2 • Nancy 
n • 3 • Mrs. Ronald Reagan 

PRESIDENTIAL REPLY 

Comment 

Time: 

Time: 

MEDIA CODES: 

B - Box/package 
C - Copy 
D - Offic ial document 
G - Message 
H - Handcarried 
L - Letter 
M- Mallgram 
0 - Memo 
P - Photo 
R • Report 
S - Sealed 
T - Telegram 
V • Telephone 
X • Miscellaneous 
Y - Study 

CBn - Presidential & First Lady's Correspondence 
n • 1 • Ronald Reagan - Nancy Reagan 
n • 2 • Ron • Nancy 

Form 

P-

Media: __ _ 



FOR: 

REFERENCE: 
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 
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National Security Cou..~cil 
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We believe no response is necessary for the --- reason cited below 

Other 

L. Paul Bremer, III 
Exec~tive Secretary 
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D~ar Governor Tenorio: 

President Re~gan hns asked that I respona t~ your l&tt0r of 
~arch 12 concerning &id to the people of ~onga in light of the 
deEtruction c a used by cyclone Isaac. 

I am pleased to inform you that the United Stetes Covernuent and 
American charitable organiz~tions have respondef to the Tongan 
Government's appeal for disu~ter assistance. Five hundred t~nts, 
300 cotton blankets, 200 rolls of plaetic slleeting fer t~~porery 
~helter ar.d 500 water jut;s were airlifte:c. to Vt:ku'alcfo from 
A. I. D. • s stockpile in Guan! on f<!arct; 13 and 16. i:e h~vc al£o 
purchased some 300 hurrican~ l nnterfis in Fiji and sent them to 
'l'onga, a1ic pc.id tLe r reight costs for 300 tents dcriated by t!,e 
seventh Day Adv~ntists. Finally, the U.S. Governmen t ~ill bE 
trovi<::in~i bet.,€1:;f! $100, C<-00 ar:c ~1'.2GO, Of}O \:ortb of ta.r.0 to t f'J-lcr.i.sh 
f ccd currl iec oc.E: trcyec by tlie cy lconE:. rrhrou9hou t l hi.f: off ic ii! 1 
effort, we hnv~ te~en cBrc to work clostly with ~rivate volunt~ry 
ors,,nizationE, including the- Red Cross, w!icse: ,~fforU, i n I:awaii and 
en the Hest Co~ct bilve 1nacc:: possible further ehipt:ei:iU; of n:,lic-,f 
£upplies tc Tcnsa. 

The flow of equiprrent anc cssistnnce to ~·e,r,sc.1 , f rc•r.\ the tnited 
States and her territories, from Pacific islnnd ~ationG a~~ 
especinlly fro~ cur friendc and ellies Auctrzli~ and 2:e~ ie~lana hEs 
Leen deeply apr·recieted l;y th€ government llnc.1 pE!uple of the Iangdott: 
of Tong.:., gtd reflecte ttie ccricern all c,f llG shnr~ -- anr. \.1hicb you 
expressed in ycur letter -- to co~e to the ~id cf a frienci in 
c'.l i;:;tress. 

Sincerely youro, 

Robert {:~rar,~ 
Deputy A~sistafit Secret~ry 

Bureau of r.aet Asian anC Pacific Affair£ 

'i'he Honorable 
Pedro P. Tenorio, 

Goverr:cr of tbe Co111::011w€c::lth of 
the ~crth~r~ ~ariana Islands, 

Sairnn, Northern Mari&nD I£1~nd£. 
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REFERRAL 

TO: DEPAR'IMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
APPROPRIATE ACTION 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 066186 

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED MARCH 12, 1982 

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN 

FROM: THE HONORABLE PEDRO P. TENORIO 
GOVERNOR OF NORI'HERN MARIANA 
ISLANDS 
SAIPAN CM 96950 

MARCH 22, 1982 

SUBJECT: URGES UNITED STATES ASSISTANCE TO THE 
KINGDOM OF TOJ.IK;A WHICH WAS DEVASTATED BY A 
TROPICAL CYCLONE 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 62, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

.-

82075 t 1 
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({omrttontuealtb of tbe Jlortbern ,fflariana J~lanb~ 
<!&ff ict of tbt ~obtrnor 

FOR OFFICIAL USE 

CABLE ADDRESS 
GOV. NMI SAIPAN 

.I) 
REPLY TO: 

~aipan, J!Rariana ,]slands 96950 

Q 
0 

Q 

0 

The Honorab le Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

MAR 1 2 1982 

I am writing you as a Pacific island leader who is deeply 

/

concerned about the health, safety and wel I-being of the 
people of the Kingdom of Tonga. Recently, the Kingdom of 
Tonga was devasta t ed by a tropical cyc lone and much, i f not 
a I I, of its infrastructure and crops has been damaged 
or destroyed. 

I realize that the Kingdom of Tonga is not a member of the 
American family. However, I am aware that you may use the 
prestige of your office with phi I anthropic groups and 
international organizat ions, such as the Red Cross, in order 
t o provide aid and sustenance to the peop le of Tonga. Any 
ass istance you can prov ide during this unfortunate time 
would, I am sure, be great ly appreciated by the people of 
the island Ki ngdom of Tonga. 

Sin cere ly, 

TENORIO 

DEPT. or ACTIVITY 

066186 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COU NCIL 
W A SHINGTON, D.C. 2 050 6 

December 3, 1982 

8091 

&O/SS 
~!Y£JII 
l~&OO~-/L 

MEMORANDUM FOR L. PAUL BREMER III 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

SUBJECT: Ambassador to the United States from the 
Kingdom of Tonga (S / S 823606~) 

The President has reviewed and concurs in the recommendation 
of the Department of State that the appointment of Sonatane 
Tu'a Taumoepeau as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of Tonga to tlie United States would be agreeable to the Govern
ment of the United States. You are requested to so inform the 
Government of the Kingdom of Tonga. 

M~.2~~:1 
Staff Secretary \l 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

November 24, 1982 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

FROM: DAVID LAU✓ 
SUBJECT: Agrement for Tongan Ambassador 

The Agrement regarding the appointment of Sonatane Tu'a Taumoepeau 
of the Kingdom of Tonga is attached for your approval. I agree 
with the view that Mr. Taumoepeau will be an acceptable ambassador. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you approve the Wheeler-Bremer memorandum at Tab I. 

Approve ~ Disapprove 

Attachments 

Tab I 
Tab II 

Memorandum for Wheeler Signature to Bremer 
Background Material from State 



~cC/) 
S/S 823606 4 
,,. XR-8232979 

WflflDENJIAl DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washin gton, D.C. 20520 

') f l~,,, z3 12· November 22 , 982',. A : f 5 .... 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WILLIAM P. CLA-RK ·; , ·:··.-._.. 
THE WHITE HOUSE - ~ I I U~l. 1 lvi, r,U01•1 

Subject: Appointment of Sonatane Tu'a Taumoepeau 
of the Kingdom of Tonga as Ambassador to 
the United States. 

The Government of the Kingdom of Tonga has inquired 
whether our Government agrees to the appointment of Sonatane 
Tu'a Taumoepeau as Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni
potentiary of Tonga to the United States (Tab 2). A 
biography of Taumoepeau is attached (Tab 1) . 

The Department believes from the information available 
that Taumoepeau will make an excellent ambassador to the 
United States and recommends that the President agree to 
the proposed appointment . If he concurs, the Department 
will inform the Government of the Kingdom of Tonga. 

~~III 
Executive Secretary 

Attachll\ents: 

1. Biography. 

2. Note dated October 6, 1982 
from Embassy of the Kingdom 
of Tonga . 

CllNFIDENTIAt/ tv~,~, Q 

(UNCLASS.rFIEQ/ UPON/ REMOVAL 
O;Ir' ATT.;;CRMEwt'S) 



DECLASSIFIED 
Authority_~ buJ u ver 
BY cAv- N, RADATE f.t/ :5ojwz;? 

I 

BIOGRAPHY - Sonatana Tu'a Taumoepeau 

Kingdom of Tonga 

Since 1979, Sonatane Tu'a Taumoepeau has served as 
the Kingdom of Tonga's Secretary for Foreign Affairs, 
responsible for the day-to-day management of his country's 
foreign relations. Prior to that appointment he held a 
variety of government positions, among which are: Deputy 
Secretary to Government in the Prime Minister's Office, 
Palace Office (similar to the Royal Household in the United 
Kingdom) , and First Secretary, Tong,an High Commission in 
London. He also served as a commissioned officer in the 
Tongan Defense Forces . 

Born March 14, 1943 in Tonga, Taumoepeau studied at 
Newington College in Sydney, Australia, from 1953 to 
1962, and at the East-West Center at the University 6f 
Hawaii, from which he received his Bachelor of Arts 
degree in 1969. 

He visited the United States in 1981 as a grantee of 
the Visitor Program of the International Communication 
Agency. 

He is married to Amelia Latuniua Ahome'e and the couple 
has one son and two daughters. 

State Department officers who have met Taumoepeau expect 
that he will make an excellent ambassador to this country . 

A thorough search of U.S. Government sources reveals 
no grounds for objection. 

CONF~AL 
DE-e'L: OADR 
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6 October 1982 

The Secretary of State, 
Department of State, 

'-k %a/anal ffduoe, 

~i~I 

.:£»u/on, 

!7o/F'/. 

;:;3~91? 

00201 C Street North West, 
Washington D. C. 20520, 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to inform you that I will be relinquishing my 
appointment as Ambassador of the Kingdom of Tonga to the 
United States of America in early December 1982. 

My successor is to be Mr. Sonatane Tu'a Taumoepeau whose 
curriculum vitae is attached. I would be grateful to receive 
your agrement to his appointment in due course. 

In view of the non resident nature of my accreditation, I 
would be honoured to call and pay my respects before my 
final departure. 

Encl. 

I have the honour to be, 

with the highest consideration 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant~ 

~~F 
Ambassador 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20506 

C~' F~l228 

JS-£/~ 

February 18, 1986 
LC£% 
/PitP// 
/ ~li~t?~/L-

MEMORANDUM FOR NICHOLAS PLATT 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

SUBJECT: Ambassador to the United<States from 
the Ki ngdom of Tonga tpr 

The President has reviewed and concurs in the recommendation of 
the Department of State that the appointment of Mr. Siaosi 
t aimani 'Aho as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
Tonga to the United States would be agreeable to the Government 
of the United States. You are requested to so inform the Govern
ment of Tonga. )Ii!,) 

~FTD'EN'I'TAL 

;(}, :, M ,~ 
Rodney i. McDaniel 
Executive Secretary 

Declassify on: Appointment as Ambassador 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

\I 

1228 

ACTION '1! 1i\ !'fr February 18, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN M. POINDd TER 

FROM: DAVID L, LAU~f 

SUBJECT: Appointment of Mr. Siaosi Taimani 'Aho of Tonga as 
Ambassador to the United States 

The Government of Tonga has inquired whether our Government 
agrees to the appointment of Mr. Siaosi Taimani 'Aho as Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Tonga to the United States 
The Tonga inquiry and biographic sketch are at Tab II. The State 
Department assessment and Embassy comments are at Tab III. 

I agree with the State Department's assessment that Siaosi 
Taimani 'Aho should be an excellent ambassador. Like his prede
cessor, he will be resident in London, and accredited to the 
U.S., UK, France and Germany. 

. G) 
Gaston Sigur concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you approve the memorandum of concurrence to Nicholas Platt 
at Tab I. / ,i 

Approve~"r 

Attachments • 

Memo to Nicholas Platt 
Cable from Tonga 

Disapprove 

Tab I 
Tab II 
Tab III State letter dated February 13 and bio 

e-GMP'lfl'ENTTAL~=
Declassify on: OADR 



• ~~/4-e (J/ -J'J.9 J,!J'J'-J' 

$~•~~" ._%,,1,u,n ~ .9:?1~ 
~ a, J'.95.YtJ.9? .%-h W. 

30th December, 1985 

Sir, 

g7,n/4~;e~e'he~nir/!%,:r,· 

./Yew Zak.r/ %u"e, 
~,he: 

~n, 

!7.o/1:~. 

I have the honour to inform you that I will be 

relinquishing my appointment as Ambassador of the 

Kingdom of Tonga to the United States of America 

on 21 January 1986. 

My successor is to be Mr. Siaosi Taimani 'Aho whose 

curriculum vitae is attached. I should be grateful 

to receive your agrement to his appointment in 

due course. 

Pending the arrival of my successor Captain the 

Honourable S.M. Tuita, Minister/Counsellor will 

be in charge of the mission as Charge d'affaires 

ad interim. 

The Secretary of State, 
Department of Stat~, 
WASHINGTON D.C., 20529, 
TT C' /I 

I have the honour to be, 

with highest consideration 

Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant. 

f&o-,~ . 0~ ~ ~ 
S.T. TAUMOEPEAU-TUPOU 
Ambassador 



.$¥/4,,u· tJ:,-d'J.9 J2J',7-J' 

§o/,;-1· ~~ICO,n .¼nt/on .9.' ~ 
~z J'.9.ff"~tJ.9,y. ..9);,h ~ 

P.860 0 0 8 - I 5 2 7 

§~~~~wn, 
J¼w kahnd ~u"e, 

~th~ 
~n, 

.9.rl:~. 
~3 

ACTION 
is assigned to 

ISJCPRI 
The High Commissioner for Tonga presents his 

compliments to His Excellency the Ambassador of 

the United States of America and has the honour 

to requests his assistance in transmitting the 

enclosed letter to The Secretary of State in 

Washington. The letter informs the Secretary of 

the Recall of Ambassador Taumoepeau-Tupou and seeks 

the agrement to his successor Mr. S.T. 'Aho. 

The .High Commissioner for Tonga avails himself 

of this opportunity to renew to His Excellency 

the Ambassador of the United States of America 

the assurances of his highest consideration. 

/91,"m I /Ap/w,· le Ee. En t!.I~ s11~E: 

/ e.-i/-~A. I~ tor 1M ,-n5 'Su <!.f! t5S6/l. 
<'-u LI_ i (,~/um vt'f-tt £ 

LONDON ~ n1 'c..#'1".(14"'JM1t1 

(_ 3) t?CS-, 

30 December 1985 

RECEIVED 

AMBASSADOR'S OFFICE 

~ -z 
' -> -u 

' <: 

'° c:o 
CT) 

c_ 
:,:,.. 
:z:: 
~ 

~ 
,--..... 

~ · ...:: 
c.o:::·· .. .. ;, .. 
w : - · 
O) W 
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CURRICULUM VITAE OF MR. SIAOSI TAIMANI 'AHO 

NAME: 

BIRTH: 

EDUCATION: 

QUALIFICATION: 

GOVERNMENT SERVICES: 
1ST FEBRUARY 1965 

AMBASSADOR DESIGNATE 

MR. SIAOSI TAIMANI 'AHO 

18 JANUARY, 1939 

AUCKLAND GRAMMAR 

AUCKLAND UNIVERSITY 

AUCKLAND TEACHER •·s 
TRAINING COLLEGE 

B.A. AUCKLAND UNIVERSITY 

APPOINTED ASSISTANT TEACHER 
WITH MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

TAUGHT AT TONGA HIGH SCHOOL 
AND TONGA COLLEGE 

1ST DECEMBER, 1972 PROMOTED TO POST OF 

21 OCTOBER, 1976 

1980 

1ST AUGUST, 1982 

26 JANUARY, 1983 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH 

APPOINTED 1ST SECRETARY 
TONGA HIGH COMMISSION, 
LONDON 

RETURN FROM LONDON POSTING 
TO BE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS. 

PROMOTED TO POST OF 
SECRETARY TO CABINET 

PROMOTED TO POST OF 
SECRETARY · FOR 
AFFAIRS. 

********************* 

FOREIGN 



SUBJECT: 

. 8604Qh5 
U mted States Department of 3'tate 

Washington, D.C. 20520 @ 
February 14, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR VADM JOHN M. POINDEXTER 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Appointment of Siaosi Taimani 'Aho of the Kingdom 
of Tonga as Ambassador to the United States 

The Government of the Kingdom of Tonga has inquired whether 
our Government agrees to the appointment of Siaosi Taimani 'Aho 
as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Tonga to the 
United States (TAB 2). A biography of Mr. 'Aho is attached 
( 'I'AB l) • 

The Department believes from the information available that 
Mr. 'Aho will make a successful Ambassador to the United States 
and recommends that the President agree to the proposed 
appointment. If he concurs, the Department will inform the 
Government of the Kingdom of Tonga. 

Attachments: 

1. Biography. 

2. Diplomatic Note, December 30, 1985. 

U Cl SstFIE1l , 
(,/i:h CQNFIQOOl~l 
Attachment) Ir' 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

8714314 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

May 28, 1987 

May 28, 1987 

Mr. Grants. Green, Jr. 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council 

Sr13 ~ ~" 
3/ 00 

do/S-S 
_______ ,..,ill._.. r 

F'&O()t.-/11 

Letter dated April 10, 1987 from 
King 'l'au f a ' a"fiau ·-,_t1upou I~ regarding _ 
visi t t o wasningto n 
ID #8703832 

The attached correspondence was forwarded to the 
Department of State for draft reply for the President. 

We have reviewed the correspondence and believe 
that action on this matter more appropriately rests with 
Mr. Thomas Reese, Coordinator, Food for Peace, Agency 
for International Development, Room 402, Department of 
State, SA-8. 

e 
Executive Secretary 

Attachment: 

As stated. 



"",,,,,- - --- - ---
,____.. 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

6-2 

Secretariat , 

Plese send to AID at State 
for a Draft Reply. 

Thanks • 



United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

May 15, 1987 

MEMORANDUM TO: 

FROM: 

Office of 
Governmental and 
Public Affairs 

Washington, D.C. 
20250 

HONORABLE DOUGLAS PAAL 
DIRECTOR OF ASIAN AFFAIRS~\\ 

WILMER D. MIZELL /, \ 'l:) 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY w · 

Enclosed is a letter from the King of Tonga to the President that 
you and I discussed over the phone. 

Thank you for your assistance. 



The President 
White House 
Washington DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

ROYAL PALACE 
Nuku'alofa 
Tonga 
SOUTH PACIFIC 

Ap r i I 1 0 , 1 9 8 7 

Thank you for the wonderfu l time afforded myself and my staff 
during our recent visit. Mr. Doug Coe and his people were most 
helpful i n arranging the important meetings I was able to 
attend. 

We are looking forward to our second annual prayer breakfast 
July 4th this year. Thank you for allowing Mr. Mizell to be the 
guest speaker at our first prayer breakfast last year . 

I would like to request your assistance in the USDA PL 480 
program. I have appointed my son Prince Ma'atu and Mr. Cl if ford 
Johnston to oversee any programs that might be made avai I able 
to Tonga. 

We appreciate the assistance Mr. Mizel I has given to help us 
build a stronger relationship w i th you and the United States. 

We are praying for you and asking God to give you wisdom in 
making the many decisions necessary to run your great nation. 

Your Friend in Christ 

~~~~~_,_ ~~~ -

Taufa'ahau Tupou IV 
King of Tonga 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 10, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANNE HIGGINS 
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND 

DIRECTOR OF CORRESPONDENCE 

FROM: C. DEAN MCGRATH, JR. / 'i7 /~ ( ~ 
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL TO~,....p;{s~tw~ 

SUBJECT: Draft Proclamation: United States - Kingdom of 
Tonga Centenary 

Counsel's office has reviewed the above-referenced draft 
proclamation, and we have no legal objection to its issuance by 
the President. 

Thank you for submitting this proclamation for our review. 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Document No. 512-859 

June 9, 1988 

~ B. CULVAHOUSE 
NANCY RISQUE 
ALAN KRANOWITZ 
GARY BAUER 
FRANK DONATELLI 
AGNES WALDRON 
REBECCA RANGE 
FRED RYAN (FYI) 
PAUL STEVENS, NSC 

Dan Engler for 
ANNE HIGGINS 
94 OEOB 

(Draft Proclamation) 
United States-Kingdom of Tonga 
Centenary 

Attached for your review is the above mentioned proclamation 
designating the five-day period from June 30, 1988, to July 4, 
1988, as the National Observance of the Centennial of the 
Establishment of Diplomatic Relations Between the U.S. and the 
Kingdom of Tonga. 

It was submitted by the Department of State and edited/revised 
by this office. 

(IMMEDIATE ATTENTION REQUIRED.) Written response required by 
no later than C.O.B. Juneldll, 1988. For routine clearance, 
call Amy Miller, extension 7610. For questions or discussion, 
call Dan Engler, extension 7610. Thank you. 

cc: Ron Geisler 



MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

JUN 11988 

THE PRESIDENT~, I -- - • 
_-•· .~_,.,.,.._,.-- I 

James c. Murr · / 1 C, vi tf.
Acting Assistan ector 
for Legislative Reference 

United States - Kingdom of Tonga Centenary 

Attached is a proclamation which both the Department- of State 
and the National Security council recommend you issue -- it is 
required neither traditionally nor by statute. This proclamation 
would designate the five-day period from June 30, 1988 to July 4, 
1988, as the National Observance of the Centennial of the 
Establishment of Diplomatic Relations Between the United States 
and the Kingdom of Tonga. 

The proposed proclamation was submitted by the Department of 
State and editorial changes were made in this Office. 

The proposed proclamation has the approval of the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

Attachment 



UNITED STATES-KINGDOM OF TONGA CENTENARY 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF TUE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

On August 1, 1888, representatives of the United States 

of America and the King of Tonga concluded a Treaty of Amity, 

Commerce, and Navigation providing for perpetual peace and 

amity between the United States and the King of Tonga, his 

heirs, and his successors. This treaty marked the auspicious 

beginning of an enduring friendship. In the century since 

King George Tupou I, or Taufa'ahau, as he was known to his 

people, signed the treaty in Nukualofa, relations between the 

United States and the Kingdom of Tonga have remained strong 

and steadfast. 

over the last hundred years, enormous changes have 

transformed the world; yet the basic ideals shared by the 

United States and the Kingdom of Tonga -- love of country 

and respect for freedom and independence -- have remained 

unaltered. Our relationship began when our countries were 

separated by vast ocean spaces. Now, modern means of 

communication have shrunk these physical barriers and 

permitted the cultural and human bonds between us to 

strengthen. 

Throughout this period, Americans and Tongans have 

enriched each other's culture through exchanges of teachers, 

scholars, and missionaries. Tongans have contributed to the 

culture of America in fields such as academia, sports, and 

entertainment. Our understanding of Tonga's rich social and 

anthropological history has grown as more people have become 

interested in the South Pacific. 

In the late 18th century, Captain James Cook, the British 

• navigator, called Tonga the Friendly Islands. Tens of 

thousands of American servicemen were stationed in Tongatapu 

during World War II. Tonga served as an important supporting 



2 

base for our military operations in the Southwest Pacific. In 

fact, the first U.S. Navy Seabee battalion ever formed built 

Tonga's airfield and main wharf, both of which remain in use 

today. 

As we enter the second century of our relationship, 

we can recall our past accomplishments with satisfaction and 

look to the future with anticipation. The United States and 

Tonga will continue their mutual commitment to the principles 

of freedom and independence. Our common goal is to ensure a 

safe and peaceful world for future generations. 

It is particularly appropriate to commemorate the unique 

relationship between our countries when the people of Tonga 

are preparing to celebrate the 70th birthday of their beloved 

King, Taufa'ahau Tup~u IV~ Under the safe leadership of 

His Royal Highness the King, the friendship between our 

countries has flourished and will endure. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the 

United States of America, do hereby proclaim June 30 to 

July 4, 1988, as a period of national observance of the 

centennial of the establishment of diplomatic relations 

between the United States of America and the Kingdom of 

Tonga and of the ties of friendship that bind our two peoples. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 

day of , in the year of our Lord 

nineteen hundred and eighty-eight, and of the Independence of 

the United States of America the two hundred and twelfth. 



THE ~ITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release 

UNITED STATES-KINGDOM OF TONGA CENTENARY 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 
I 

On August 1, 1888, representatives of the United states 
of America and the King of Tonga concluded a Treaty of Amity, 
Commerce, and Navigation providing for perpetaal peace and 
amity between the United States and the King of Tonga, his 
heirs, and his successors. This treaty marked the auspicious 
beginning of an enduring friendship. In the century since 
King George Tupou I, or Taufa'ahau, as he was known to his 
people, signed the treaty in Nukualofa, relations between the 
United States and the Kingdom of Tonga have remained strong 
and steadfast. 

Over the last hundred years, enormous changes have 
transformed the world; yet the basic ideals shared by the 
United states and the Kingdom of Tonga -- love of country 
and respect for freedom and independence -- have remained 
unaltered. Our relationship began when our countries were 
separated by vast ocean spaces. Now, modern means of 
communication have shrunk these physical barriers and 
permitted the cultural and human bonds between us to 
strengthen. 

Throughout this period, Americans and Tongans have 
enriched each other's culture through exchanges of teachers, 
scholars, and missionaries. Tongans have contributed to the 
culture of America in fields such as academia, sports, and 
entertainment. our understanding of Tonga's rich social and 
anthropological history has grown as more people have become 
interested in the South Pacific. 

In the late 18th century, Captain James Cook, the British 
navigator, called Tonga the Friendly Islands. Tens of 
thousands of American servicemen were stationed in Tongatapu 
during World War II. Tonga served as an important supporting 
base for our military operations in the Southwest Pacific. In 
fact, the first U.S. Navy Seabee battalion ever formed built 
Tonga's airfield and main wharf, both of which remain in use 
today. 

As we enter the second century of our relationship, 
we can recall our past accomplishments with satisfaction and 
look to the future with anticipation. The United States and 
Tonga will continue their mutual commitment to the principles 
of freedom and independence. Our common goal is to ensure a 

• safe and peaceful world for future generations. 

It is particularly appropriate to commemorate the unique 
relationship between our countries when the people of Tonga 
are preparing to celebrate the 70th birthday of their beloved 
King, Taufa'ahau Tupou IV. Under the safe leadership of 
His Royal Highness the King, the friendship between our 
countries has flourished and will endure. 

more 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby proclaim June 30 to 
July 4, 1988, as a period of national observance of the 
centennial of the establishment of diplomatic relations 
between the United States of America and the Kingdom of 
Tonga and of the ties of friendship that bind our two peoples. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 
day of , in the year of our Lord 

nineteen hundred and eighty-eight, and of the ·Independence of 
the United States of America the two hundred and twelfth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

# # # 
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UNITED STATES - KINGDOM OF TONGA CENTENARY 

V \..J 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

On August 1, 1888, representatives of the nited States of 

America and the King of Tonga concluded a T eaty of Amity, 

Commerce, and Navigation providing for rpetual peace and amity 

between the United States and the Ki of Tonga, his heirs, and 

his successors. This treaty mark the auspicious beginning of 

an enduring friendship. In th century since King George Tupou 

I, or Taufa'aha~Jr he was k own to his people, signed the treaty 

in Nukualofa, relations b ween the United States and the Kingdom 

of Tonga have remained trong and steadfast. 

Over the last h 

transformed the wo 

dred years, enormous changes have 
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d; /let} the basic ideals~t-ti~ the United 

States and the K'ngdom of Tonga -- love of country and respect 

unaltered. ur relationship began when our countries were 

separated y vast ocean spaces. Now, modern means of 

communic tion have shrunk these physical barriers and permitted 

the cu ural and human bonds between us to strengthen. 

hroughout this period, Americans and Tongans have enriched 

eac other's culturer through exchanges of teachers, scholars, 

and missionaries. Tongans have contributed to the culture of 



America in fields such as academia, sports, and entertainment. 

Our understanding of Tonga's rich social and anthropological 

history has grown as more people have become 
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It is a rticularly appropriate to commemorate the unique 
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of their beloved King, Taufa'ahau Tupou IV. Under the 

safe 1 adership of His Royal Highness the King, the friendship 

between our~countries has flourished and will endure. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 

States of America, do hereby proclaim June 30 to July 4, 1988, 

as a period of national observance of the centennial of the 

establishment of diplomatic r~lations between the un· ed States 

of America and the Kingdom of Tonga and of the tis of friendship 

that bind our two peoples. 

IN WITNESS THEREOF, I have hereunto s hand this -.....-r-

day of June, in the year of our Lord 

eighty-eight, and of the Independenc of the United States of 
,, 

America the two hundred and twelft. 
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America in fields such as academia, sports, and entertainment. 

Our understanding of Tonga's rich social and anthropological 

history has grown as more people have become ested in the 

South Pacific. 

In the late 1800's, Captain James British 

navigator, called Tonga, "The Friendly The tens of 

thousands of Amerian servicemen who e stationed in Tongatapu 

during World War II shared that Tonga served as an 

important supporting base for ou operations in the 

Southwest Pacific. In fact, first U.S. Navy seabee battalion 

ever formed built Tonga's main wharf, both of which 

remain in use today. 
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recall our past accompl shments with satisfaction and look to the 

future 
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The United States ~nd Tonga will 

commitment to the principles of freedo~ and 

independence. common goal is to ensure a safe and peaceful 

world for future generations. 

It is par icularly appropriate to commemorate the unique 

relationship endures between our two countries at a time 

when the Tonga are preparing to celebrate the 70th 

birthday o their beloved King, Taufa'ahau Tupou IV. Under the 

safe leadership of His Royal Highness the King, the friendship 

between our two countries has flourished and will endure. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 

States of Ameri~a, do hereby proclaim June 30 to July 4, 1988, 

as a period of national observance of the centennial of the 

establishment of diplomatic relations United States 

of America and the Kingdom of Tonga and of e ties of friendship 

that bind our two peoples. 
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United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

September 13, 1988 

Her Grace the Duchess of Manchester 
Manchester Estate 
Hillsborough, California 941~1 

Dear Madame: 

I have been asked to respond to your letter of August 22, 
1988 to President Reagan. Regarding the prohibition on the 
import of your Rolls Royce, we contacted the Tongan High 
Ccommission in London and were informed that there are at least 
two Rolls Royces currently in Tonga, and, with regard to 
American manufactured cars, that "there is no prohibition on 
the import of American manufactured cars into Tonga." Clearly 
this information is in contradiction to what you have been 
told, and I would need additional information to resolve the 
discrepancy. 

As a friend of 1 ate Queen S alote, I am sure you will be 
pleased to know that under her son, King Tauf'ahau Tupou IV, 
Tonga has been a staunch friend of the United States. For 
example, when elements in other South Pacific nations were 
raising questions about port calls by United States Navy 
vessels, King Tupou made it clear that Tonga would continue to 
welcome such visits. 

With regard to your report on the activities of the Tongan 
Consul in San Francisco, he is newly appointed, and as yet we 
have received no other information about his statements and 
activities. I certainly hope that he will in the end prove to 
be a capable representative for his country. I hope this 
information is of use to you, and if I can be of any further 
assistance please feel free to write to me. 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth McKune 
Director, Pacific Island 
Affairs 
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LETTER, DATED AUGUST 22, 1988 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MS. MARGARET 
DUCHESS OF MANCHESTER 
MANCHESTER ESTATE 
HILLSBOROUGH CA 94101 

SUBJECT: TONGAN ISSUES - FAMILY RELATED TO BRITISH 
ROYAL FAMILY 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT , PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456 - 7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE , 20500 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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Dear President Reagan, 

August 22, 1988 ,,, 1 r- 1 8 ") 0 \)q ~ 

Before his untimely passing, my late husband, the Duke of Manchester, 
although English, and I, being American:- weregreatfy supportive o f your 
campaigns for Governor and Presidency. My late husband's eldest son by 
a former marriage is the Earl of Ogilvy, who is married to Princess Alex
andra, sister of the Duke of Kent, and both are first cousins of Queen 
Elizabeth. Everytime they are in the United States, the British Royal 
Family always stop by here for a visit. 

The Duke and I had developed a cherished friendship with the late 
Queen of Tonga, Queen Salote and we had wanted to do something memorable 
in her name in that country. Even though I am now in my eighties, I had 
wanted t~ donate . some monies to compete a castle -built in her memory in 
the main village of Tonga which I understand from various sources that 
it remains unfinished for decades now and is an eyesore to all who view 
the incomplete structure. I had asked my neighbors, themselves diplomats 
from European countries to help me with arrangements to go to Tonga. I 
had wanted to take my own Rolls Royce and chauffer, and maid, etc to 
Tonga. Unfortunately I am told that Tonga had made into law restrictive 
prohibitions of entry into Tonga any American vehicles, with no exceptions. 
This has vexed and grieved me greatly. I thought we are on friendly terms 
with Tonga but now her restrictions made into law of entry into Tonga of 
American vehicles sound very anti-American and very communistic. As 
Americans we should not tolerate that anti-American move by Tonga. Will 
you please look into/!natter before you leave Office President Reagan? /this 

If Tonga is forbidding American ve~i cles from entry into her country, then 
she shou aao likewfse with all other foreign countries and should also 
f9rbid all other vehicles from those countries. Why is the United States 
the only country focused on for prohibition? My diplomat neighbors tell me 
that Tongan Consular Chief to the United States is being shunned in the 
diplomatic community of San Francisco. Apparently he is a novice at dip
lomatic strategies because he said in a speech recently that he was chosen 
because of his intelligence and that intelligence is a commodity greatly 
lacking in Tonga especially among his own superiors. This is in his view 
proven by the fact that Tongan Minister of Justice and he recently returned 
from New York where they were trying to track down some American investors 
of dubious personages, and if Tonga has Intelligence, all this could have 
been taken of from Tonga itself. He continued to say that his marriage to 
the King's niece greatly helped his appointment because administrative 
incest in various forms of active nepotism, and actual incest flourishes 
greatly in Tonga. That alene has alienated me from doing anything further 
with that country, or that Consul Chief whom I had wanted to invite to 
dinner, all in sweet memory of mine and the late Duke's cherished 
friendship with the late Queen Salote. 

I urgently appeal to you President Reagan to immediately investigate 
information in the latter part of paragraph 2 of this letter. We should 
sever all ties with any country who refuse our American vehicles and 
American goods and friendly commerce. I immensely enjoyed your speech 
in the Republican Convention, and Nancy looked lovely as usual. 

.J 

Sincerely, . 

911 . 
Margaret, Duchess of Manchester 

P.S. Tongan Consular Chief also said his main work so far has been to stem 
the slaughter of horses, cows, pigs, and dogs by Tongans for Tongan family 
picnics and traditional observations. How horrid, and disgusting. 



\r
'I 

~ I I ~, 

4
•

1 
I 


	Withdrawal 97592



