
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library 

Digital Library Collections 

 
 

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections. 

 
 

WHORM Subject File Code: CO156 

(Countries: Tibet) 

Case file Number(s): 530000-End 

Box Number: 180 

 
 

To see more digitized collections visit: 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material 

 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit: 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories 

 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

 

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-

support/citation-guide 

 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/  
 

 

Last Updated: 10/23/2023 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/


WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name WHITE HOUSE OFFICE OF RECORDS MANAGEMENT 
(WHORM): SUBJECT FILE 

File Folder CO156 (TIBET) (530000-END) 

Box Number 180 

Withdrawer 

DLB 9/10/2010 

FOIA 

Sl0-306 

SYSTEMATIC 
1083 

ID Doc Document Description No of 
Pages 

Doc Date Restrictions 
Type 

97587 CABLE STATE 140456 

R 6/30/2023 

2 5/3/1988 B 1 

DEPT. OF STATE WAIVER 

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 
Freedom of Information Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIAJ 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted Invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 
B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIAJ 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained In donor's deed of gift. 



WHITE HOUSE C 6 I S' l, _ 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

□ 0 • OUTGOING 
□ H • INTERNAL 

!.ia I • INCOMING 
Date Correspondence - 8 / / 
Received (YY/MM/DD) --'--....._----=..-- ~~-Name of Correspondent: ~/ZMr~a..:•~Lfl1r~=s.=.,l,.ffei..l-="=· s=s-Lft1s~-=--· ------~------------

Ml Mall Report User Codes: (A)____ (B) ____ (C) ___ _ 

Subject·~fg~- ----'--, --~-----=~-·--"-?-n,......._~-~"--,'-----'--------

□ 

ROUTE TO: 

Office/Agency 

ACTION CODES: 

A - Appropriate Action 
C - Comment/Recommendation 
D - Draft Response 
F - Furnish Fact Sheet 

to be used as Enclosure 

ACTION 

Tracking 
Action Date 
Codtt,,. • , . . yY/MM/DD 

:.~ .. CJ ~is, 

ORIGINATOR a;JitJ ,13 
Referr'-2Note: 

vr._:. CJ .. ~ -I 1{), It? 
Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

I - Info Copy Only/No Action Necessary 
R - Direct Reply w/Copy 
S - For Signature 
X - Interim Reply 

DISPOSITION 

Type Completion 
of Date 

__ R_e_s.:...po_n_s_e __ Co_d_e __ Y_Y_/M_M_/_D_D_~ 

DISPOSITION CODES: 
A - Answered 
B - Non-Speclal Referral 

..L-.:87 / 10, 2:7 

C - Completed 
S - Suspended 

FOR OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE: 
Type of Response = Initials of Signer 

Code = "A" 
, Completion Date = Date of Outgoing 

Comments=----------------------~-------------

Keep this worksheet attached to the original Incoming letter. 
Send all routing updates to Central Reference (Room 75, OEOB). 
Always return completed correspondence record to Central Files. 
Refer questions about the Correspondence tracking system to Central Reference, ext. 2590. 

5/81 



RECORDS MANAGEMENT ONLY 

No. of Addltlonal 
Correspondents,._· __ _ 

Prime C J 
Subject Code. D . 

Code 

c __ 

DSP 

SIGNATURE CODES: 

Media: 

Date 

CPn - Presidentlal Correspondence 
n • 0 • Unknown 
n • 1 - Ronald WIison Reagan 
n • 2 • Ronald Reagan 
n-3-Ron 
n - 4 - Dutch 
n • 5 • Ron Reagan 
n - 8 - Ronald 
n - 7 - Ronnie 

CLn • First Lady's Correspondence 
n • O • Unknown 
n • 1 • Nancy Reagan 
n • 2 - Nancy 
n • 3 - Mrs. Ronald Reagan 

CLASSIFICATION SECTION 

L lndlvldual Codes: 1.. 
Secondary 
Subject Codes: 

PRESIDENTIAL REPLY 

Comment 

Time: 

Time: 

MEDIA CODES: 

B • Box/package 
C-Copy 
D • Official document 
Q. Message 
H • Handcarrled 
L • Letter 
M-Mallgram 
0-Memo 
P - Photo 
R • Report 
S • Sealed 
T • Telegram 
V - Telephone 
X • Miscellaneous 
Y • Study 

CBn - Presidential & First Lady's Correspondence 
n • 1 - Ronald Reagan - Nancy Reagan 
n - 2 - Ron - Nancy • 

-·--- -·---

Form 

P-

Media: __ 



UNCLASSIFIED 
(CLASSIFICATION) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 
SIS 8730031 

DATE October 26, 1987 

MR. GRANT GREEN 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
THE WHITE HOUSE · 

REFERENCE: 
To: President Ronald Reagan 

DATE: October 6, 1987 

FROM~ Ms. Alison Pearl 

SUBJECT: Regarding Conditions 

in Tibet 

REFERRAL DATED : _ _;;.o __ c t __ o=ba..aae=r ____ l 6.a...r.........aal--9 __ 8 7______ ID# s 3 3 9 2 9 
(IF ANY) 

___ THE ATTACHED ITEM WAS SENT DIRECTLY TO THE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION TAKEN: 

X 

REMARKS: 

A DRAFT REPLY IS ATTACHED. 

A DRAFT REPLY WILL BE FORWARDED. 

A TRANSLATION IS ATTACHED, 

AN INFORMATION COPY OF A DIRECT REPLY IS ATTACHED. 

WE BELIEVE NO RESPONSE IS NECESSARY FOR THE REASON 
CITED BELOW. • 

THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE HAS NO OBJECTION TO THE 
PROPOSED TRAVEL, 

OTHER (SEE REMARKS). 

UNCLASSIFIED 
(CLASSIFICATION> 



I \ OM CJ.) __, 
c::::; 
c-:i 
--{ 

. r-:> 
--J 

):> 

-J l ,-, 
I • ... -, 

.,; --co 



Dear Ms. Pearl: 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

October 26, 1987 

On behalf of President Reagan, I am replying to your letter of 
October 6 about the situation in Tibet. 

The United States strongly opposes human rights abuses in the 
Tibetan Autonomous region of China as it does in the rest of the 
world. Grave human rights abuses have occurred in Tibet, 
particularly in 1959 at the time of the Tibetan uprising and the 
flight of the Dalai Lama to India and again during the Cultural 
Revolution (1966-76). Hundreds of thousands of Tibetans perished in 
the course of armed clashes with Chinese troops, or from famine, 
mistreatment and incarceration. Thousands of others suffered not 
only physical abuse and hardship, but also from attempts by Red 
Guards to eradicate Tibet's cultural, linguistic, and religious 
heritage. 

Beginning in 1980, the Chinese publicly recognized that their 
earlier policy and actions had been excessively harsh and adopted 
somewhat more liberal policies. A modest improvement of conditions 
in Tibet since 1980 has been recognized even by the Dalai Lama. 
Nevertheless, human rights abuses in all of China continue and are
detailed in the State Department's yearly country reports to 
Congress on human rights. 

Recent events have again focussed attention on Tibet. The U.S. 
has deplored the shooting of unarmed demonstrators during a violent 
demonstration in Lhasa on October 1, 1987. We have urged the 
Chinese to exercise restraint in order to avoid future bloodshed. 
We have protested the Chinese action to expel Western journalists 
from Lhasa and have urged that reporters be readmitted. 

At the same time, the U.S. Government considers Tibet to be an 
autonomous region of China. At no time in the past has the U.S. 
recognized Tibet as a sovereign state, independent of China. 

The U.S. Government will continue to do all it can to ensure 
respect for the dignity of man and individual human rights, in China 
as elsewhere. 

Ms. Alison Pearl 
Apartment 64, 

Richard Williams 
Director, Office of Chinese and 
Mongolian Affairs 

142 west 44th Street, 
New York, New York. 
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President Ronald Reagan 
The Oval Off ice 

\ The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington D.C ., N. W. 

Dear Mr . President, 

873'0031 

October 6 , 1987 

I just returned from a three month visit to the People ' s 
Republic of China . I spent the last four weeks in Tibet . 
During that time I traveled e x tensively throughout central 
Tibet and then left overland through the south to Nepal . 
I was fortunate to travel with a Tibetan speaking western 
doctor. I visited among other places the monasteries of 
Ganden, Drepung , Sera, and 0£ course spent many days at 
the Jokhang (including several days 0£ a festival) , and at 
the Potala Palace . I visited pilgrimage sights and one 
nunnery. 

Every Tibetan we spoke with told similar , deeply affecting 
tales of male family members impr i soned and tortured, beaten; 1 

and starved for periods of time between seven (that was the 
least I ever heard) and twenty-two years . The last week I 
was there we ran into a friend , a Tibetan monk who lives in 
a Nepalese monastery . He and his sister ( a Los Angeles 
native these days) were visiting his brother who had just 
been released from seven years (i . e . 1980-1987) in Lhasa 
Prison as a political prisoner . He had had his ankles and 
wrists manacled to each other for weeks at a time . He told 
us there are still 302 political prisoners in Lhasa prison 
and unknown numbers scattered throughout penal institutions 
in Tibet . The Chinese claim all political detainees were 
released in 1980 . This is simply not the case ; chinese truth . 
Because I had spent two months in China prior to my Tibet 
sojourn I was no longer shocked by the tales I heard . I 
knew they were not exaggerations . The personal atrocities 
and methods of physical and mental torture were the classic 
Chinese methods Chinese had described to me who were incarcer
ated before or during the Eleven Years (formerly known as the 
Cultural Revolution) . I visited autonomous regions in the 
south of China , but nothing prepared me for the range and 
breadth of oppression in Tibet . As an average tourist who 
has traveled e x tensively in Asia , A£rica , Central America , 
Brazil , etc ., I can tell you this is no normal situation . 
It is ghastly , it is inhuman . It cannot be condoned in any 
way by our government unless we are ruled by madmen . If you 
would like further details, and photographs of Chinese 
militiamen shock-sticking festival goers , or any other 
pertinent information please call me anytime . 

Sincerely , Jfl, ~ 
c4{;i/j (/4,J f jLtfA_Y-

Ali son Pearl (212) 382-3901 
142 W. 44th St . #64 
New York, New York 10036 
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THE OFFICE OF TIBET 
107 EAST 31ST STREET. NEW YORK. NEW YORK 10016. (212) 213-5010 

OCTOBER 15, 1987 

TIBET NEEDS YOU NOW! 

DEAR FRIENDS: 

WHATEVER YOUR RELATION TO TIBET OR TIBETANS MAY BE, TW::> RECENT 
EVENTS CONVINCE US THAT NOW IS THE TIME FOR ALL PERSONS WHO ARE 
CONCERNED WITH THE PLIGHT OF THE TIBETAN PEOPLE AND THE 
PRESERVATION OF THE CULTURE AND BUDDHIST TRADITON OF TIBET, TO 
ACT. 

RENEWED CYCLE OF REPRESSION IN TIBET 

DURING THE LAST FEW WEEKS THE PLEA OF THE TIBETANS FOR W'.)RLD 
ATTENTION AND SUPPORT HAS RESULTED IN A RENEWED CYCLE OF CHINESE 
BRUTALITY; ARRESTS, IMPRISONMENT, TORTURE, AND PUBLIC EXECUTION OF 
INNOCENT TTSETANS. 

W::>RLD MEDIA AND PEOPLE FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE HAVE BEEN SHOCKED BY 
THESE DEVELOPMENTS, AND THERE HAS BEEN A GLOBAL CALL FOR TI BE'l'AN 
SUPPORT. 

LEADERSHIP FROM U.S. CONGRESS 

THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS HAS ALREADY RESPONDED TO TIBET'S CALL 
FOR HELP WITH TW::> IMPORTANT RESOLU'fIONS ADOPTED BY THE HOUSE AND 
THE SENATE. IT HAS INSPIRED MANY IN OTHER L:ffiISLATIVE BODIES IN 
EUROPE AND ASIA TO 00 THE SAME. 

THE CONGRESS ALSO WARMLY RECEIVED HIS HOLINESS THE DALAI LAMA AND 
HAS ENDORSED HIS CALL FOR A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO THE TIBETAN 
PROBLEM. 

UNPRECEDENTED OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL 

THE PRESENT TIME, THEREFORE, IS A RARE AND UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY FOR 
ALL OF US TO MAKE A DIRECT AND PERSONAL IMPACT ON THE SITUATION . 

.... 2/- (please turn over) 

Telex No. 277638 TIBET UR 



A PRESENCE IN WASHINGTON, D.C. 

WE FEEL THAT NOW IS A CRUCIAL TIME TO ESTABLISH A PRESENCE FOR 
·TIBET IN THE U.S. CAPITAL. AN OFFICE WILL BE SET UP TO COORDINATE 
A CAMPAIGN FOR TIBET; TO EDUCATE THE LEADERSHIP OF THE U.S. AND 
THE REST OF THE WORLD, AND TO CHANNEL ALL THE POSITIVE SYMPATHIES 
INTO CONCRETE ACTION. 

OUR EFFORTS WILL ALSO INCLUDE WORK WITH NON-GOVERMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS WHO WORK IN THE FIELDS OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS, RELIGIOUS FREEDOM, DEMOCRACY, LAW ETC. 

IF TIBET IS TO BE SAVED 

WE ARE AT A TURNING POINT IF TIBET IS TO BE SAVED, ITS PEOPLE AND 
CULTURE PRESERVED, AND THE BUDDHIST TRADITIONS CONTINUED. 

HELP US IMMEDIATELY! 

ALTHOUGH ONE CANNOT RULE IT OUT, IS IS UNLIKELY THAT WE WILL 
RECEIVE ANY MAJOR FUNDING FROM CORPORATIONS OR FOUNDATIONS RIGHT 
AWAY. BUT OUR OFFICE IN WASHINGTON WILL BEGIN TO FUNCTION ONCE 
YOU, AS INDIVIDUALS SEND IN WHATEVER YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE. THERE IS 
MUCH TO BE DONE. PLEASE DO NOT DELAY. 

TIME DOES NOT ALLOW US TO PACKAGE AND MAIL THIS IN AN ORGANIZED 
MANNER. PLEASE FEEL FREE TO REPRODUCE THIS AND DISTRIBUTE IT AS 
WIDELY AS POSSIBLE, AND ENCOURAGE ALL YOUR FRIENDS TO SEND IN 
SOMETHING. 

ON A PERSONAL NOTE, ALTHOUGH I HAVE BEEN DESIGNATED TO HEAD THE 
TIBETAN UNIVERSITY PROJECT, MY RESPONSOBILITY FOR THE NEXT YEAR 
IS TO COORDINATE THIS CAMPAIGN FOR TIBET. 

THANKING YOU, 

SINCERELY, 
• 

TENZIN N. TETHONG 
CO-ORDINATOR 
CAMPAIGN FOR TIBET 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 



OCTOBER 8, 1987 

Founded in 1851 
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JOHN M. LEE, Aui.atant Managing Editor 

ALLAN M. SIEGAL. Aui.atant Managing Editor 
• 

JACK ROSEl'n'HAL. Editorial PIJl{t Editor 
LESLIE H. GELB. Dq,uty Editorial PIJl{t Editor . 

. A. M. ROSENTHAL. A11ociatt Editor 
• 

ARTHUR OCHS SULZBERGER JR., Au i.atant Publuher 
• 

LANCE R. PRIMIS. Eu,:. V.P, Gentral Manager 
RUSSELL T. ~S. Sr. V.P, Circulation 

ERICH G. LINKER JR .. Sr. V.P , Aduerti.ting 
J.A. RIGCS JR..Sr. V.P, OperatioM 

HOWARD BISHOW. 11.P, EmployeeRelatioM 
JOHN M. O'BRIEN, V. P . Controller 

ELISE J: ROSS. V.P, Sy,terru 

S tand Up for Decency in Tibet 
Don 't be too supportive of the uprising in Tibet, 

the State Department insists, for it comes just as 
China has been easing a tradition of repression. 
Reacting to Congressional condemnation of Beijing, 
the Reagan Administration points out that too much 
empathy for the Tibetans and too little for China 's 
policy will undercut that moderation. But if China's 
Tibet policy offends s;omewhat less, it continues to 
offend. Washington 's failure to say so will surely not 
improve the situation. 

China declares that when it invaded the isolated 
kingdom of Tibet in 1950, it brought modernity and 
respected at least the nominal autonomy of a 2,000-
year-old feudal theocracy at the "roof of the world." 
Within the decade that proved to be a cruel fiction. 
Tibet's temporal and spiritual leader, the Dalai 
Lama, fled to Indian sanctuary. 

Tibet suffered disastrouslv from extremism in 
Chinese politics in the 1960's. Yak herders were 
driven into collectives, and barley farmers forced to 
plant wheat, unsuitea to the high Tibetan plateau. 
Starvation ensued. More than a million people died 
m work camps and more than 6,000 monasteries 
were destroyed, their icons and paintings looted and 
sold. 

Then in the late 1970's, Hu Yaobang, the party 
leader purged earlier this year, made a public apol
ogy and launched a new strategy, including negotia
tions with the Dalai Lama. Talks broke down over a 
plebiscite. Cynics said it had all been a sham to 
make China look conciliatory during negotiations 
over Hong Kong. 

A policy of settlement followed, in which Chi
nese were lured to Tibet by triple the normal pay, 
settlement grants and new apartment blocks. The 
Chinese influx was accompanied by an easing oi 
religious repression and the reconstruction of some 
ruined monasteries. Yet with Chinese in the historic 
territory of Tibet now outnumbering Tibetans by 7.5 
million to 6 million, Tibetans today are an under
class in their own homeland. Their life expectancy 
ts more than 20 years below the Chinese average, 70 
percent are illiterate, the annual per capita income 
is $110. Their resentment and fear of cultural de
struction motivate their protests even in the face of 
predictable reactionary crackdown. 

The Tibetans have every right to aspire to the 

independence of their earlier history. But Beijing's 
interests are not easily ignored. The Tibetan pla
teau constitutes fully one fourth of China 's land 
mass, rich with unexploited resources, strategically 
set on the tense border with India. And giving in to 
the nationalism of one minority must be a fearful 
prospect in the face of similar stirrings in Manchu
ria, Mongolia and elsewhere. 

There is, however, space between status quo 
and independence. A Tibet policy Washington could 
support in good conscience would ease off the reset
tlement program and end the remaining religious 
repression. Then it would devise a way to give Ti-

0 MILES 300 
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betans a voice without sacrificing vital Chinese in
terests. Perhaps a model could be found in India's 
arrangements with adjoining entities such as 
Nepal, Sikkim and Bhutan. Bhutan, for example, 
controls its domestic affairs while ceding foreign 
relations to India. 

Yet the U.S. State Department hesitates, short, 
sightedly, to speak up for decency. True, there are 
Chinese officials who, believing that a little bit of 
freedom is costly, now feel vindicated by Tibet's 
protests. But they could be reminded that less free
dom would be even costlier. A China that wants the 
world to believe that Hong Kong or even Taiwan 
could thrive under the Chinese flag must first prove 
it in Tibet. 



YOU CAN SEND YOUR DONATIONS TO: 

(a) THE OFFICE OF TIBET 
107 EAST 31ST STREET 
NEW YORK, NY 10016 

(TEL: 212 213 5010) 
(Please earmark gifts to Campaign for Tibet) 

IF YOU NEED A TAX EXEMPT ORGANIZATION TO MAKE YOUR 
O)NTRIBUTION TO: 

(B) THE TIBET FUND 
107 EAST 31ST STREET 
NEW YORK, NY 10016 

(ALONG WITH DONATIONS (for Tibet Fund) PLEASE SPECIFY THAT 
CONTRIBUTION SHOULD BE USED FOR EDUCATIONAL PROJECTS OR 
PUBLICATIONS FOR THE D.C. CAMPAIGN) 

Please put me on the CAMPAIGN FOR TIBET mailing list ( 

Enclosed is my donation 

I can help in the area of 

(Please print) 

Name 

Address 

--------------

----------------------

Zip --------------- ------

Telephone number (work) 

(ho~) 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 

FOR: Mr. Paul Schott Stevens 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council 
The White House 

REFERENCE: 

To: President Ronald Reagan 

From: Mr. Rinchen Dharlo 

Date: March 21, 1988 

S/S 8810854 

Date April 14, 1988 

Subject: Tibetan Youth Congress hunger strike on 

March 17, 1988 regarding human rights in Tibet 

WH Referral Dated: ___________ _ 
NSC IDM (if any): 

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State. 

ACTION TAKEN: 

___ A draft reply is attached. 

___ A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

-~x"--- An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

REMARKS: 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other (see remarks). 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Director 
Secretariat Staff 





Mr. Rinchen Dharlo 
The Office of Tibet 
107 East 31st Street 
New York, NY 10016 

Dear Mr. Dharlo: 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

April 14, 1988 

I am responding to your letter of March 21 to President Reagan 
urging him to take action to support human rights in Tibet. 

This Administration strongly opposes human rights abuses in 
Tibet and we have made this clear to the Chinese. For example, 
consistent with our world-wide policy on human rights, Secretary 
Shultz raised the issue of Tibet in his talks with Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wu Xueqian in March. We have made other appropriate 
diplomatic representations both here and in Beijing on the 
disturbances which took place last October and March of this year. 

We will continue to take into account progress on human rights 
in our dealings with the People's Republic of China, and to do all 
we can to urge respect for the dignity of man and individual human 
rights in China and elsewhere in the world. 

Sincerely yours, 

Flaherty 
Off' e of Chinese and 
M golian Affairs 
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558212 

LETTER, DATED MARCH 21, 1988 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MR. RINCHEN DHARLO 
REPRESENTATIVE OF HIS HOLINESS 
THE DALAI LAMA 
THE OFFICE OF TIBET 
107 EAST 31ST STREET 
NEW YORK NY 10016 

0 F F I C E 

APRIL 5, 1988 

SUBJECT: REQUESTS ACTION TO SAVE THE LIVES OF THE 
PARTICIPANTS IN THE TIBETAN YOUTH CONGRESS 
HUNGER STRIKE LAUNCHED ON MAR 17 88 

8810854 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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THE OFFICE OF TIBET 

107 EAST JI ST ~THF.F.T. NEW YORK . NE\\' YORK 10016. c:12l 11.l-SOIO 

Pr· l':'S id E'. f: t f~:or 1 .:, .l LI 1::;:t::-c:1(.J ,::,. n 
·r h ,.-:cc: l·'i h :i. t .::: f-i 7k1 ·,:; ,_;:, 

1 ,:::,OU Fer, , -1 ~::- '/ 1 \/ ,,,.r i :: .• ,~ t ·i v c,•n 1 .1,,2 , f-,~t •. ! 

l-\!a. s t··• i f1 (_;t t c;n 5 DC: :2 i)~::_;() ( ) 

Dear Mr. President: 

8810854 

~-~;~8 ~-i ~:71;~~n Gr-~~~::~? c:f~
1ft:;2'~'.~-f 1 :n::i_!:\:t.i-01.~1-~-;;; " [\'}~~Zif::-~-'fi}iI~:~~:~;_;~;}-\}1:·;;-;~~l . 1

Y ,~. 

+·;:·;;r1't of the UnitE'.d ,i\:c,d:iun::=, lnfoni"1a.tiun CE)rd:er- in Delhi~ lndi~. 
The fir-st cj1•-ou.p c:,f Til:::1 Fl":i:tr1 <;; on s.tr:i.k,c, inc J t.. 1.c:k?~; l":i pE'.c:iple~ 4 
1No11ien~ DfH:! monk, arid 10 rnen. Tht::• oldt:!Si:. •3. iflC:ifi~J t.h,:,.-~rn is ~-=;3 y1:~ar-s 
t:J l d c.:..rt ci t (1 t::' ~l C1Lt.rH;t e ~- L i s :·.:: ~.2 ·y t:::•-.::~ !' s o l <] .. t···i E~.r-,y, iitC) ( ~ L· \..- CJ l u.1 , L t:.'t-_:.,r·· ~~:• ~-• .:..:c. ~/e 

c•nli.sted them~;1:-~lv,.-,1s in tlH::.• ln.1.nq E! 1·- str·ike~ i::,s 1,;i e ll. Th •.:.:' s;t2cc:w1d 
group vJill ioi11 th<::: +ir· ::=..t i:::.unn,:~t:i. me rH .. ~>:t ~-·J <·:?.ek. 

~l)e 1.tr_~~---- Y?-~ . ...:,~~9 . J?)::. r~ .. ~lc:J;j on to saye thE.• l i Vt-:)S of these Ti ht:·!1.:i:tn~:; 

anci to suppcir·t huflic.'{rl r ·i qhts in Tibet. 

Th;:2 demands c,f th_•.2 .... hunq1::?t- .. ,:.;t r··j L e r:s <0.u-·e d"'; + ul l 011;~~ : 

--

1. The 
ci.r-· r- c-<:., tPd 

i 1111nE•d i a L c o+ pul it. :i c:c:1.l 
,::: ,, , :t 98"/ . 

':-.> The• Unit.Pd r··l.:.1t.icw: ·:::. 1<=- r ·i·.! qU.i'.:''"•i:.f:.' d Lo ,::,cr:ci ;:~n 
int t.?.r· 1 i cd : i. nn ,:i l ·i_ 1·· :i. Li 1 .. :. r ·1 c~]. l c, in v t::-:•·=" t . i ci ·-"' t. ,_..-. ·:.:. h •=· numL .,::r· ...::o-. 
Ti bt-?i~.,:'•n~;; k i 11 c·d :• ;:JCH .. tf ·id c·d ::Hid i mr-w i ':', l:lr: e:· cl ~, i r1c:c-1 ~:i£,'P i::.emh,01'" 
27 ~ l 9B7. 

t.o: 

Gov1::r-nn1t:::·r:ti::tl Or ·qdn i :c:. 2t i C•t""iS 
violatiur,s in Tib•.=.•t, 

un Ch i. r, ,.:.1 

in t1:!t·T• ~". t :i. or1al ,,..._nci , .. :,the-,,·· r--k.:,ci ···
tc:i inv,astiqdt.1::· l··,umac, 1··iqht ~.:c 

!::; . ) ~J ':.:: r · ,n ·:_ t. + c;,··· <.? i qr·. _ j (J tJr· r-, c_;_ 1 i. !.:; -~:. s t. ::_~ "'-. .;c:. i'- i :: i f"i l N .i. t:. ;_:-::· t. ; 
c.) r·· t.~l.t~i::<.S~~ .;,tll c,thPr·· politic:i::1.l r,r-isDnc::r·s in T:i.b P t 

,:;.:, i liC\:j :l 'i~::i•~_,. 

The Tibetan Youth Congress has also drafted a letter enumerating 
the abovt~ dem,: ... nd s and r ·t.~que~~ting thc.\t. im,nedidtf..:- EH.::t.ion be t ,:~ken. 
Copic-s of t~11:=:'";t::.- ] <s~ttt~r-~:; ~,1~ r ··e '""e1·it to viurlcJ lE~ad c,r- s .;ind r· ec3:i.c,11al 
officials. 

~ -1:;;c_.-,,,,~ 

Rin c l ·,,~in Dh i::•.r·· lo 
Fer,r ·c!~, •.-:~ tita.ti VE: , . ..:of 
HI s HOL I Nt=:ss THE DP,L t , T L.Pii •ln 

Tcln ):c , . 2776JX TIHFT L! K 
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\\ .. OFFICE OF THE REPRESENTATIVE (IN LADAKH/ 78 _ 

couictL FOR HOME AFFAIRS OF HIS HOLINESS THE DALAI ~ ...!..!:J '(:, 
SOENAM-LING TIBETAN SETTLEMENT /'IJ 

c.;!0 ()6f 

Our reference : 

Hia Excellency 
Secretary General 
UNITED NATIONS ORGANISATION 
New Y ■rk, N.Y. 10017 
Y• s. A, 

Yeur Exc ■llency, 

Dated: 5th Octeber, 

Leh - Ladakh 

87• J &_K State 
,;iii India 

._ 11 ,t~ ;-G ~ 0,-1 

Once •1ain we ■pprGach Y■ur E~c•llency te draw yeur kind attentien te 
the centinued aufferin1 ef the pee le ~f TibJt and. t• their ju•t atru-.. 
g9le fer independence. 

Recent viait •f H.H. the Dalai la■a t• America which ahecked the werldt 
especially Chinese leaders in Tibet. Therefc~e, the Red Chin.a,• have 
atren1l~ •PP••••d the visit ef H.H. ,h~ Dalai Lame te America. The 
main reaaen ef the H.H. the Dalai Lama•• viait te America te aeak the 
H1.1111an Rights and aelf-dete:minati•n ef ■ur 6 million Tibetans and -
thus, eur peeple in Tibet revelt a9ainat the Chine•• •P,••••d peiicy 
ef the rec:;ent viai t . ef H. H. the Dalai Lama to Aroerlca. Fer 'thia ma
tter . th• Ct,ineae killacl t' eur cauntry fellew■en in Tibet recently. 
We, tha Tibetan settlers in Ladakh . area .c ■ nd■mned the recent killin9 
•f eur 6 brethere. The Human Ri9hts and self-daterminatian are even 
needed for the Chinese paaple ~ls•• As such, we shell ~•ntinue eur 
atrug1le far Ku■an Ri1hta and salf-dete~mination a1ainat the Chin••• 
unlawfully ecfupatian ef Tibet. We shall c a ntinue ta aplit aur warm 
bleed far the cause •f aur _ind~pandence. 

We cell upen Yeur Excellency as the Secretary Gen•r•l •f United Na~ 
tiena Organiaatian te ur1ently euppert the cauae. ef Tibetan p••••• 
and prevail upan the 9■varnment af China ta •tap the killing •f aur 
br■ thera and sisters and ta restar• t• the people ■ f Tibet their 
ri9htful independence. 

With humble reapecte and my prayers, 

cc tp1-

1. His Excellency, 
Mr. R■ nald Rea1en, 
President af u~s.A. -- fer infermatian and necessary acti•n• 
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OFFICE OF THE REPRESENTATIVE (IN L.ADAKH) 
--

COUNC~L FOR HOME AFFAIRS OF HIS HOLINESS THE DALAI LAMA 
SOENAM-LING TIBETAN SETTLEMENT 

Our reference : Dated: 5th Oct~ber"' 8 7 

Page - t..-1a ... 

Leh - Ladakh 
J & K State 
India 

2. Hie Excellency, 
Mr. R• VenkatRraman 
President ef lnciia 
Ne't.· Delhi -'"'" fer kind informatien and necessary acty 

3. His Excellency, 
Mr .. Rajiv Gandhi 
Prime Mins iter 5f India 
~ew Delhi ---f~r kind infermatiena•i•~ and n~ces~ary 

4~ Tha H~ntbls Speaker 
Raj Sabha 
P~rli ~ment H1J1us e 
N~w Delhi f~r kind inf~rmatinn and necessary actiene 

s. Hon'ble Balram Jakhar 

12. 

15-

17 0 

The Speali:er 
LcJ k Sabha 
Parliament H~use 
Ne w Delhi --- for kind ~nfermati~n and necessary actien. 

Mr-., An and Sharma 
Predident, All India Yeuth Cangress 
Ne w ~elhi --- f~r kind inf~rmati~n and necessary sctien~ 
Mr. Ch~ndra Shakar 
President~, All India Janata Party 
Ne\u Delhi -- fa,r kind infermatien en d necessary actie,n• 
Mr. J.K . Mu pa~na 
Presidsn i:f All India Ruling Cangress c~mmittee 
New Delhi --- fer kind inf0rmat.icrm and necessary actien. 
Chinese Embassy, New Delhi --- fGr inf~rmation anly. 
,!\mer:i.can Embassy, !~ew Delhi -- f©r infsrmatian and neeassary 

~ction . 
Tib etan Y~uth Wing, Lhasa , Tibet --- f~r information and 

necessary actici,n• 
Tibetan Yeuth Asseciatien, Switzerl.end --- fer infarmatien 

and necessary actien . 
Office ef Tibet, New Yark, U.S.A. --- fer kind infermatien an~ 

necessary actian. 
Ven,. Panchen Rinp11ehe, Peking, China -- fer kind infermatien 

and necessary acti•n~ 
Mr. N1ab& Nawang Jigme, Peking, China ~- far kind infarmati-

an and necessary actien 
Tibetan Youth Cangress, Dharemsala -- far kind inf•:r!flatian 

and necessarj acti•n • 
Tibetan W•men•s Assaciati eA , Dharamsala --- fer kind infarma

and necessary acti•n • 
Inda-Tibetan freindship Society9 New Oelhi --- for kind ~n
farmati•n and necessary actien. 



TO PRESIDENT 

KEYWORDS: TIBET 

NSC/S PROFILE UNCLASSIFIED 

FROM GYALTSEN, L 

ID 8707782 

RECEIVED 21 OCT 87 08 

DOCDATE 05 OCT 87 

SUBJECT: LTR TO PRES FM DAL.AI LAMA REP RE TIBETAN STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE 

ACTION: 

COMMENTS 

REF# 

FOR ACTION 

PAAL 

DUE: 26 OCT 87 STATUS S 

FOR CONCURRENCE 

KELLY, J 

LOG NSCIFID 

ACTION OFFICER (S) ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIRED DUE 

FI LES WH 

FOR INFO 

CHILDRESS 

GREEN 

COURTNEY 

( AK 

---

f!L-b _,,,. /Im #1{[eAf ;2,~
1
o - r;hJ,.V: t& IU JIUFo __ -u...~~--I-J..q..!:.J!ft7 

~ Ct>f '( ff 4 Le?T5k.. 7J ?! V 4Y6: Ft,/!! '!! V l".:'tl 

---0 HTfi( AJ:1]0C~ l;) AP· - --

_D_I_S-PA_T_C_H ______ -- ----- - ------------v-v/-AT_T_C_H--FI_L_E __ -_-_-_-_--~ 





NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

~ Tv:uc.-
/Jeewu MPi< ~ ~ 

c77'Q/c., ✓-

at-wu,u,r(-- /-14< g~ ~ 
~ M,,. s z;; ~ 

~ . tJ!ru,, J/7. I ; 
kr Mkt/ Yf.im t/4~ 

/ . 

~~ strict ~ "'"~~f 

t<Jc-rh ht-ut I ~~ k{ '4,;fl;.>t'✓ 

C1,W. fv .?Mfmt t9. L. !)'h~ (}4 



< DI'.,T> : r: : ve:.x 

< P'i::.C> D.:-I'.JR:T Y<( l ~t> ':~< 'J~RI > ~·uuH '; < DTG > 
<O~I~>r M 3~CSTa~~ ~ ~SHDC 
< T J > T '~ -~ !J E Y :~ J / .C. ~; ·:: r;i J .t..::; S Y ? i:"; J Ii'~'.:: P ><I:::, :IT Y 2 ~ 0::, 

RUEHi i: l A.:T TA:P:.I f•iC \11 AIT '-Jfl.S'HDC P~:: 1)P.ITY 6',H); 

< T~ XT> 
e e N-- F 
~C.:I J I \1 3 

I ~ [ M T I P L ST .t. T E 1 40456 
:>,C\SS CHt ~!GDU 

0 31 839! 

.... 

MAY 88 

50~.§S-0 
-{!£)/Sb 
F&LJ/l 

DECLASSIFIED . 
AuthorltY, :J/cJ:,t {,,Lltt {if" 

I 

E. O. 1 ?156 : D~ CL: OAD~ 
TASS : PSOV , PH~M, CH , T~ W qlv--NARADATE /p/ )0/202:z 

SU~J~CT : M:E TI N3 WITH N~M~Eq S OF DA LAI LA~A ' S CA3!~~ T 
1. <--e-1' - ::NTIR'.:: TC:XT . 
2 . I N RES?ONS~ TO A PEQU~ST F~OM CONG~ESS~AN ~0SE ' S ( D., 
N.C. ) JFF I CE , YA DAS FAP?AND , ACCO~PAN i fD q y THi ACTI NG 
HA/ ~A? OFFI CER ANf EAP / C~ OFFIC~Q , MET WITH LOD I GYAR I, A 
ME~ 3~~ CF TH E DALAI LAVA ' S GOV~RN~ENT- IN- EXI LE' S CA2! NE T ON 
APRI L 29 . GYARI WAS AC CJ M0 AN I ED 3Y TEN ZIN TETHO~G , FORM ER 
HEAD OF TH ~ CFfICF CF TI J ~T I ~ NEW Y0RK AN~ MICHAE L VAN 
WAL T, A L~GAL AD VIS~R TO THE TIBETAN EXIL ~ COMMUNI TY. THE 
MEE TI NG TOOK PLACE OU TSIDS THE DE PART MENT I N A LOCAL HOTEL. 
3 . LOOT GYA 0 T, WHJ HAS ~EEN TRAV EL LI NG WI TH THE DALAI LAMA -DURI NG HIS ~UR1PEAN TRI P, SOUGH T USG SU PP0°T FOR THE DALAI 
LAMA ' S FI VE POI NT 0 EAC E PLAN WHI CH WAS U~ VEI L~D I N 
WASHT NSTJN IN SE 0 TEM 9E ~ 1 9Q 7. HE SA I D THERE HAS 9EEN "NO 
P.E ,'l. l ?°CSRESS " P J T H C N~O!NG DI AL OGUE 3'-: T WE::N THE DALAI 
LA~A AND 3EI J I ~G . WHE~ AS~fD A9CU T THE PAN CHE~ LAMA'S 
STAT~ ~ENT THA T TH~ DALA! LAMA COU LD LI VE I N TI S~T, HE FIRST 
D•~u r c-~n TH ~ ? QT~Jr SA v · ~,r THAT TH~ rsc 1u E ·~- ~ ru~ ~rATU ~ OF l -:> f'J >-- .J ) -..... :,,, , ... . , -'-: , . ~ 11 i;,J , • : ..... ..., • ~ ,-., ... , n :... :.> . -\ • ~ • 

rr ::;E. T , MO T TH E FUTUR:= P'::SI)2N CE OF THE DA L AI L AM.ll.. . 
HO WE VER , W~ E~ FARRAND DRESSED THE 0 0INT , CHARAC T ERI ZI NG IT 
AS A k ~A L CH~ ~SE OF ~OSITi0N , SYAR! CO NC~~~O THA T IT COULD 
BE A ~:sNIFlCA~T DEV~ LOP ~ENT . 
4 . I N A"GUTNG FO R USG SUP 0 0~ T FOR TH E FIV E POI NT PLAN , 
GYART ~T~ESS~D THA T Tri~ FI FT H POIN T ( WHI CH CALL S F0R 
NE GO TIA TIO~S J~ TH~ FUTU~E STATUS ,F TI BE T) WAS TH t ~OST 
IM 0 00TANT . HE REI TERAT ED TH ~ DA LAI LA MA ' S STAT EM EN T THAT 
50~fTHING SHOR T OF I NDEP~ NDE~ CE FOR TI 3~ T WAS POSS I BLE. AT 
TH~ SA~E TI ~~ , GYA9 I ST AT ED T HA T THE DA LAI L AMA WAS "V ERY 
woq R i::f.l " THft,T TH E YO!JNGST::RS 1,1:iO COMPRISl:D THE "ll ORf VIOL ENT 
AND RADI CAL ~Lf,€HTS Of THE TI 3 ET EXIL ES WERE 8E CO~ I NG A 
P~0 3 L~¥ a OTH IN AND OUT OF TI 3ET. GYARI SAI D THAT THE 
TI ~E TA~ YOU TH CONGq~ss FEELS THA T !F THE DAL AI LAM A ACC EPTS 
ANYTH! NG l :SS THAN I ND::P:::-NDE\l C~ TH1::N H~ HAS " SOLD OUT.u 
STI L L., S<\Ii) s Y.;P.l , " NO T I 8 i:TA.N wILL 5:V[P S0 AG/J, !N ST T H:: 
D,0. L AI L AM,A ' S wr:!i ." 
5 . ~APRAND AND EA 0 / CM o:s~OF F EXP LAI N~D THA T DI?~ CT US G 
SUPPORT FO? A~ Y S?~ CIFI C PLAN FOR TI~E T, W~ETHER AD VA NCED 
~ y TH~ DA LAI LAMl J? BY ~E IJ ING , W0U LD dE 
CJUNT~PPR0DUCTIVE . CUR PJSI T!0N ON HUMAN RIEHTS HAD SEEN 
MAD E CLEAR TC THE CHINES~ ~ND w: WOULD CON TI~UE T0 EX PRESS 
OUR cc~ c~~~s I~ TH!5 AP~A - w~ iN COURAGED A DIALOGUE 
B~ TWE~N TH ~ DA LAI LAMA AND 8E I J ING , gu r THE CONTEN T OF THAT 
DIA LOSU[ MUS T ;E D~CIO:D 3 Y TH? TWO 0 AP TIE2 . GYAR I, 
SECCNr~D STRO~G LY ~y VAN WA LT, SAI) THA T EVEN A STATEMEN T 
CF US G SUPPOR T FOR DIA LOGUE WOU LO ?E AN IM PROVE~EN T OV ER 



WHA T HE l' EF CEIVED A.S A CUR RE NT " Tl l T" TOWA RD THE p;;, c. 
6 . I ~ RE SPONSE TO A QU~S TIO ~ FRO M EA? /C ~ D~S KOFF, GYAP I 
STAT ED THAT RcI JI NG HAD OfF ER:: D TO USE THE "17- POI NT 
A~PEE MEN T" ( SI GN ED ON 
MA Y 30 , 19 51 AND LATfR R~ DUDIA T~D 3Y THE OALAI LA ~A) AS A 
BASIS F0° NEGO TIA TION ON THE STATUS OF TI BET. ~YAP I STATED 
TH AT TH E GO V~R~M ENT- IN - EX IL E HAD NOT RES PONDE D TO THE 
CHI NE SE GFF~R . HE DID SAY, HO WE V~ P, THAT THE "1 7-P OIN T 
AGRE EM>::N T" MIG HT 3?. A ?- ASIS FO R N::G OT I AT I ON S IF T HE R~ WERE 
SO ME !N T~ RNA TI ONA L GUP~A NTORS JF ANY PESU LT 1NG AGREEMEN T. 
GYARI SAI D TH E MATT ER WAS STIL L U~DER STUD Y. 
7. FAR~ AND ASKED FOR GYA~ r• s ~STi ~ATIO N CF TH~ NU ~3ER OF 
TI 3E TAN S NO W UND~R DET ENTI 0N , TH~ NUMf ~R OF MON ASTER I ES 
REST0 RED I N TI ? ET AND TH~ NUM SE~ OF MONKS AND ~UNS IN TI BET 
TODAY. GY API SAID Hf. ~ID 1rnT HA VE FIGUR E S ON NUt<JE: ERS 
DETAI NE D QP THE POPU LATI O~ OF MO~KS AND NUNS A~D ASKE D 
TETHO NG TO PR OVI DE THOSE FI GURES TO TH E DE? AR TMEN T. ON TH E 
NUM2ER OF ~ONAS TER I ES RESTORED , GYAR I SA ID THAT " MAN Y HAD 
3 ~EN R~S TORE D, BJT SY TH~ TI SETA NS TH EM SE LV ES, ~O T/ N~T THE 
Ci:LINESE. ." 
8. AS THE ME ET I ~G 2R OK E UP , E~P /C M DESKO FF ASK~D GY~R I 
ABOUT TH€ ~~w s R~P ORT FR0 M TAI WA N THA T THE DA LA I LA MA ~IGHT 
VIS I T TH ~RE . GYA RI EM PHA TI CALLY D~N IED THAT TME DALAI LA MA 
HAD ANY 0 LA NS r e VI SI T TAi ijAN . SHULT Z 

<Sf CT> SECTI ON : C1 OF 0 1< SS~ > 0456 <STOR > 3EJ5032 0 53 18 ~S G0 00 200004798 
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Dear Mr. Lowry: 

United St.ates Department of Stat~ 

Washingt<m. D.C. 20520 

I am replying further to your letter of August 5 to 
President Reagan regarding human rights abuses in Tibe~.• 

The U.S. Government strongly opposes human rights abuses 
in Tibet as it does in the rest of the world. Grave human 
rights abuses have occur red there, particular ly in 1959 at the 
time of the Tibetan uprising and the flight of the Dalai Lama 
to India and again during the Cu ltur al Revolutio n (1966-7 6). 
Hundreds of thousands of Tibetans perished in the course of 
a rmed clashes with Chinese troops, or f r om famine, mistreat
ment, and incarceration. Thousands of others suffered not only 
physical abuse and hard~ hip, but also from attempts by Red 
Guards to eradicate Tibet's cultural, linguistic, and religious 
heritage. 

Beg i nning in 1980, t he Chinese publicly recognized their 
earlier policy and actions had been excessive l y harsh and 
adopted somewhat more li beral policies. Since the n, a modest 
improvement of co ndi tions in Tibet has been recog nized even by 
the Dalai Lama. 

Recent events have again focussed attention on Tibet. The 
U.S. Government has de plo red the shooting of una rmed demonstra
tors during a violent demonstration in Lhasa on October 1. We 
have urged the Chinese t o exe~cise re st ra int in order to avoid 
future bloodshed. We have pro tested the Chinese expulsion of 
Western journalists from Lhasa and have urged that reporters be 
readmitted. For example, Secretary Shultz raised the issue of 
Tibet in his talks with then Chinese Foreign Minister Wu Xueqian 
in March. Most recently, Ambassador Lord, in his August 4-10 
visit to Tibet, expressed our human rights concer~s including 
the status and treatment of prisoners. He also urged regional 
leaders to give journalists , tou r ists, and forei gn diplomats 
more access to Tibet. 

The U.S. Government considers Tibet to be a part of China, 
with the status of an autonomous regi on . At no time has the 
United States, or any other country, recognized Tibet as a 
sovereign state independent o f China. 

The Honorable 
Michael E. Lowry, 

House of Representat ives. 
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The U.S. Government wi l l continue to do all it can to 
encourage respect foi the dignity of man and individual human 
rights in China. 

Sincerely, 

V 
William M. Thornber r y 

Acting Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs 
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The Honorable Ronald W. Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

6?7~/0f'' 
COMM ITTEE S: -, ' r 

BUDGET 

MERCHANT MARINE AND FISHERIES 
BANKING, FINANCE AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
(ON LE AVE) 

I am writing to ,urge yo~L active §.~J:Q..(t_ :tot...bu.man..,xJgbt.1i_i,0~Ti.9,e.t. Reliable 
reports indicate that authorities of the People's Republic of China have 
consistently failed to uphold internationally recognized standards of human 
rights in Tibet, in violation of China's commitments under the International 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination. 

I believe that it is in the best interest of the United States and world peace 
for our government to maintain friendly relations with the People's Republic 
of China. Accordingly, I support the efforts by you and your predecessors to 
foster improved relations with China. Increased trade, cultural exchanges, 
and other bilateral ties benefit both nations and can lead to improved human 
rights protections throughout the People's Republic of China. 

I am aware that, in several respects, conditions in Tibet have improved in 
recent years. Some monasteries have been restored, more Tibetan language 
publications are available, and restrictions on some religious festivals have 
been reduced. 

These developments are welcome, but I believe that the U.S. government must 
not now remain silent given the compelling evidence of continuing human rights 
abuses in Tibet . I therefore urge you to raise, at the highest levels, U.S. 
concern about interference with the practice of the Tibetan Buddhist religion; 
our objections to limits on freedom of assembly and speech for advocates of 
Tibetan independence; our disapproval of the mistreatment of prisoners of 
conscience; and our protest of restrictions on access to Tibet by journalists 
and human rights observers. 

According to the human rights organization Asia Watch, the Chinese authorities 
impose stringent restrictions on the practice of religion in Tibet. These 
include limits on the restoration of monasteries, on individuals' ability to 
become monks, on religious festivals, on the offering of prayers for the Dalai 
Lama, and on the propagation of religion. 

The authorities also limit freedom of speech and assembly for advocates of 
Tibetan independence and sup];X)rters of the Dalai Lama . In September and 
October 1987, peaceful demonstrations were severely repressed. Security 
forces apparently responded to a March 1988 derronstration with even greater 
violence, with the result that many demonstrators were killed. 
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Tibetan prisoners of conscience are detained for long periods without access 
to relatives or legal assistance. When individuals are brought to trial, the 
proceedings do not conform to internationally recognized standards . Arbitrary 
confinement , torture, and extreme forms of punishment are reportedly common. 

Another important problem is that the Chinese government has put limits on 
travel to Tibet by journalists and other interested observers . Pressure from 
the U.S. government is useful because it may help to guarantee access to Tibet 
for these individuals . 

These practices by the Tibetan authorities clearly violate China's commitments 
under the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination. Ar t icle 5 of this Treaty guarantees: "the right to freedom 
of thought , conscience and religion: the right to freedom of opinion and 
expression: the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association. " 

As a party to the International Convention, the United States has an obligation 
to encourage all other nations to carry out the provisions of this agreement . 
Accordingly , I ask you to urge the People ' s Republic of China to ensure that 
the Tibetan authorities live up to the letter and spirit of the International 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination . 

The U. S. should also encourage China to implement the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, which the United Nations General Assembly adopted as a common 
standard for all nations. Among its provisions, the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights provides that no one should be subjected to torture or cruel , 
inhuman or degrading treacment or punishment : that no one should be subjected 
to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile: that anyone accused of a crime is 
entitled to a fair and public hearing by an impartial tribunal : and that 
everyone is entitled to freedom of thought , conscience and religion : freedom 
of opinion and expression: and freedom of peaceful assembly and associat ion . 

I believe that it is especially urgent for the U.S. government to raise these 
issues with the Chinese government because recent news reports indicate that 
that Mr. Qiao Shi, a standing committee member of the Politburo, has stated 
that the Chinese government has decided to alter its policy toward Tibet from 
"lenient" to "severe." According to a United Press International story from 
Beijing, Mr . Qiao told local officials in Tibet that the government of the 
region must "adopt a policy of merciless repression toward all rebels . " 

I would very much appreciate your efforts to ensure that our government 
increases its efforts to bring these issues to the attention of the Chinese 
government . Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

s· erely, 

Mike Lo 
Member of C6ngr s 
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Dear Mr. Neier: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20506 

March 31, 1988 

1887 ,--

3 ffft?J 

I am responding on behalf of the President to your letter of 
March 7, in which you expressed your concern about the recent 
disturbances in Tibet. 

This Administration strongly opposes human rights abuses in 
Tibet, and we have made this clear to the Chinese. For ex
ample, consistent with our world-wide policy on human rights, 
Secretary Shultz raised the issue of Tibet in his talks with 
Chinese Foreign Minister Wu Xueqian earlier this month. In 
both our public statements and our diplomatic exchanges, we 
have urged the Chinese Government to permit access of foreign 
journalists and diplomatic observers to Tibet and some have 
gone there during the past month. We share your view that it 
is in the Chinese interest to permit such access. 

We will continue to take into account progress on human rights 
in our dealings with the People's Republic of China, and to do 
all we can to urge respect for the dignity of man and indivi
dual human rights in China and elsewhere in the world. 

-/ 
Mr. Aryeh Neier 
Vice Chairman 

Sincerely, 

Paul Schott Stevens 
Executive Secretary 

X Asia Watch 
739 Eighth Street, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20003 

• 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

March 30, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR PAUL SCHOTT STEVENS 

FROM: DOUGLAS H. PAA£\y{) 

1887 

SUBJECT: Draft Response to Letter from Asia Watch Regarding 
Tibet 

State (Tab A), at NSC's request, has drafted a response to a 
letter to the President from Aryeh Neier of Asia Watch (Tab B), 
regarding human rights abuses in Tibet. The draft response is 
adequate as a reply to Asia Watch's concerns; it restates USG 
policy on this sensitive and emotionalized subject. 

It is not appropriate for the President to sign the letter. To 
keep the letter's visibility at the right level and still be 
associated with the White House, through the NSC, you should sign 
it as Executive Secretary. ~ 

State and James AlJltl ,, .. , Rudol~ . Perina and Jeremy cjftin 
concur. ·u·J.~~ 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the letter to Aryeh at Tab A. 

Approve~ 

Attachments 

Tab A 
Tab B 

Letter to Aryeh 
Incoming letter from Aryeh 

Disapprove __ 
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I am responding on behalf of the President to your letter of 

March 7, in which you expressed your concern about the recent 

disturbances in Tibet. 

This Administration strongly opposes human rights abuses in 

Tibet, and we have made this clear to the Chinese. For example, 

consistent with our world-wide policy on human rights, Secretary 

Shultz raised the issue of Tibet in his talks with Chinese Foreign 

Minister Wu Xueqian earlier this month . In both our public 

statements and our diplomatic exchanges, we have urged the Chinese 

Government to permit access of foreign journalists and diplomatic 

observers to Tibet and some have gone there during the past month. 

We share your view that it is in the Chinese interest to permit such 

access. 

we will continue to take into account progress on human rights 

in our dealings with the People's Republic of China, and to do all 

we can to urge respect for the dignity of man and individual human 

rights in China and elsewhere in the world. 
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March 7, 1988 

ll 
ASIA 
WATCH 

73 9 Eighth Street SE, Washington DC 20003 
(202) 546-9336 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 

Dear President Reagan: 

We write to express our most serious concern about 
reports of disturbances in Tibet, and to ask that you 
raise Tibetan human rights issues in your discussions with 
Chinese Foreign Minister Wu Xueqian on Tuesday. In 
particular, we strongly request that you urge the Chinese 
authorities to grant full access for journalists and 
others who wish to visit the region, and to open up 
telephone and telex lines to Tibet. 

The Chinese authorities have sealed off Tibet to 
journalists, and have severed telephone and telex lines 
from Beijing to Lhasa. Thus it has not been possible to 
confirm details of protests that took place on Saturday. 
However, as described in the enclosed Asia Watch report, 
the Chinese authorities have in recent years engaged in a 
pattern of human rights abuses in Tibet that includes 
arbitrary arrest, detention without trial, and torture . 
During and after last autumn's demonstrations in the 
region, there were reports of the shooting of unarmed 
demonstrators, hundreds of detentions, mistreatment of 
detainees, and deaths in custody. 

Despite the gravity of these violations, it is 
generally believed that the presence of foreign observers, 
and in particular foreign journalists, deterred even 
greater abuses of human rights. Moreover, foreign 
observers provided a source of accurate information on 
events during the September and October unrest. 

We believe it is in the Chinese government's interest 
to permit such access. Keeping the region sealed off to 
journalists can only lead to legitimate suspicion that the 

ASIA WATCH BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

■ Floyd Abrams ■ Edward J. Baker ■ Robert L. Bernstein ■ Tom A. Bernstein ■ Julie Brill ■ Clarence Dias ■ Dolores A. Donovan ■ Adrienne Germain ■ Merle Goldman ■ Deborah M. G reenberg 

■ David Hawk ■ Liang Heng ■ Jeri Labe r ■ Virginia Lea ry ■ Amit Pandya ■ Dith Pran ■ Shei la Roth man ■ Barnett Rubin ■ James Scott ■ Judith Shapi ro ■ Sophie C. S il berbe rg ■ Nad ine Strossen 

The Fund for Free Expression is the parent organi za tion of the Americas Watch, Hels inki Watch and As ia Watch 



President Ronald Reagan 
March 7, 1988 
Page two 

government is engaged in the most serious abuses of human 
rights, and wishes to conceal evidence of such violations. 
By permitting access, the government would dispel such 
fears, if indeed they are without merit. 

We look forward to hearing from you on this most 
important matter. 

Cordially yours, 

~Ai~ 
Aryeh Neier 
Vice Chairman 
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