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CBNFJDOOlAt 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20506 

. . -
February<,"§ , 

MEMORANDUM FOR MELVYN LEVITSKY 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

1988 

0946 

55'~7~~ 
t!t!J/.S-S 
/ ~L'JCJt_;~ 
/?;;£}// 

SUBJECT: Ambassador to t _ United States rom l:lai.-J.an..d CC?)"-

The President has reviewed and concurs in the recommendation of 
the Department of State that the appointment of JLi ~ thy~ ej ·a·iva 
as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Thailand 
would be agreeable to the Government of the United States. You 
are requested to inform the Government of Thailand. ~ 

9A..11 fJ(!t..-tt IJ+~' 
Paul Schott Stevens 
Executive Secretary 

~Ii\:f?-
Declassify on: Appointment as Ambassador 

/!LS L1' ~&o~/£ _,eoN'FJB{NJJAr-



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

0946 

February 5, 1988 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR COLIN L. POWELL 

FROM: JAMES KELLY ~ 

........... , --
SUBJECT: Appointment of Vitthya Vejjajiva of Thailand 

as Ambassador to the United States 

State, at Tab II, has requested that the President agree to the 
appointment of the new Thai Ambassador to the United States. A 
review of his bio indicates that he would make an excellent 
Ambassador. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you approve th~a pointment 
sign and forward the grement at 

Approve __ r;J 

Attachments 

by authorizing Paul Stevens to 
Tab I to State. 

Disapprove ---

Prepared by: ~ 
Richard ChildrE::SS-

Tab I 
Tab II 

Stevens/Levitsky Memorandum 
State Memorandum dated 2/4/88 with attachments 

cc: R. Childress 

ceNFTDENTTAL 
Declassify on: OADR 



8803.187 

q~it /b ~ United States Department of State 
CXI~<o 

CONF.,IMmTIAL 
,,.7 

SUBJECT: 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

February 4 , 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR COLIN POWELL 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Appointment of Mr. Vitthya Vejjajiva of Thailand 
as Ambassador to the United States 

The Government of Thailand has inquired whether our 
Government agrees to the appointment of Vitthya Vejjajiva as 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Thailand to the 
United States (TAB 2). His biography i s attached (TAB 1). 

The Department believes from the inf ormation available that 
Mr. Vitthya will make an excellent Ambassador to the United 
States and recommends that the President agree to the proposed 
appointment. If he concurs, the Department will inform the 
Government of Thailand. 

The Government of Thailand has requested that the proposed 
appointment of Vitthya Vejjajiva be kept in confidence pending 
:r~;~val and subsequent royal proft~ b~?::jesty the 

Melvyn Levi~? 
Executive Secretary 

Attachments: 

1. Biography. 

2. Telegram: Bangkok 4165. 

CONFID~ 
7 



T 

) 

L 
I. 

: 

• i 
_,, 1· ,, ·-I .. ! I ' . 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name 

WHITE HOUSE OFFICE OF RECORDS MANAGEMENT 
(WHORM): SUBJECT FILE 

Withdrawer 

DLB 9/10/2010 

File Folder FOIA 

CO155 (THAILAND) (554900-559999) Sl0-306 
SYSTEMATIC 

Box Number 

180 1082 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-

97585 PAPER 

BIO 

pages 

1 

The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 

Freedom of Information Act• [5 U.S.C. 552(b)] 

B-1 National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA] 
B-2 Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] 
B-3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
B-4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] 
B-6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA] 
B-7 Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA] 

ND 

B-8 Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA] 
B-9 Release would disclose geological or geophysical information concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA] 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed of gift. 

tions 

Bl 
B3 



ACTION 
COPY 

~ 

q')S'o'lt Department of State 
INCOMING 
TELEGRAM 

PAGE 01 BAN GK O 04165 251206Z 3071 EAP5292 
ACTION EAP-00 

ACTIOII OFF ICE TB-03 
INrO P-01 EX-.fll PM0-01 RA-01 UN-01 EAP-05 X-01 /SH AJ DOK 

INFO LO G- 00 COPY-01 ADS-00 S~0-00 ONY-00 /001 II 

------------------1207&5 251442Z /46 
P 251202l JAN 88 
FH AMEMBA SS Y BANGK OK 
TO SECSTATE 1/ASH DC PRIORITY 9071 

C ~ A L BANGKOK 04165 

STADIS/////////1// 
EAP ONLY FOR EAP/TB 

E.C. 12356: DECL : OADR 
TAGS : PREL, TH, u:; , OFDP 
SUBJECT: THAI REQUEST FOR AGREHENT 

1. c~ir"IAL - ENTIRE TEXT . 

2. HFA PERMANENT SECRETARY KASEMSAMOSON KASEMSI GAVE 
, AMBASSADOR DIPLOMATIC NOTE AND BIO INFORMATION !TEXTS AT 

PARA 3) REOU[STING AGREHENT FOR NEIi THAI AMBASSADOR TO 
1/ASHINGTOII. EAP/18 DIRECTOR TOM ~ETH I/ILL CARR Y ORIGINAL 
BACK TO WASHINGTON. IN PRESENTING THE REQUEST FOR 
AGREH[NT, TH[ PERM~EC EXPLAINED RTG'S DESIRE FOR EARLY 
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UNOER c. TAND THE TH AI EMBASSY IN \IASHINGTON I/ILL BE M~KING 
A SIH il AR PRESENT Af lON 

3. BfGiN JEX T: NO. 0202/5466 THF ~iNISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFF AI RS PRESENTS ITS COMPLIMENTS TO THE EMBASSY OF THE 
UN IT ED STATES OF AMERICA ANO HAS THE HONOR TO INFORM THE 
EMBASSY THAT IT HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED TO REQUEST AGREMENT 
FOR THE APP OINTMENT OF HiS EXCELLENCY MR . VITTHYA 
VEJJAJIV~ AS AMBA SSAD OR or THAILAND TO THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA REPLACING HIS EXC ELLENCY MR . ARSA SARASIN. 
THE MIN ISTRY HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED TO REQUEST FURTHER THAT' 
THE PROPOSED APPOINTMENT TO BE KEPT IN COMPL~TE 
CONFIDENCE, PENDING RECEIPT OF THE AGREMENT OF THE 
GOVERNMENT or THE UNITEO STATES OF AMERICA ANO 
SUBSEQUENT ROYAL PROCLAMATION BY HIS MAJESTY THE KING. 

CURR ICULUM VITAE OF HIS EXCELLENCY HR . VITTHYA VEJJAJIVA 
IS ATTACHED. 

BORN: 30 DECEMBER 1936, BANGKOK, THAILAND 
11ARITAL STATUS: HARRIED, MRS. ORASA VEJJAJIVA, I SON 
AND 2 DAUGHTERS 
EDUCATION: 8. A. LL . B, UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE, ENGLAND; 
BARRISTER-AT-LAIi (GREY'S INN), ENGLAND; LL. M. , HARVARD 
UNIVERSITY, U.S.A. 

CAREER: 

1963 ENTERED FOREIGN SERVICE, ATTACHED TO LEGAL 
DIVISION, TREATY ANO LEGAL DEPARTMENT 

1965 SECOND SECRETARY, SEATO DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF 
INTERNATIONAL ORGAtll ZAT IONS 

1567 SECOND SECRETARY, ROYAL THAI EMBASSY, SINGAPORE 

1972 FIRST SECRETARY, ATTACHED TO OFFICE OF THE 
PERMANENT SECRETARY 

BANGKO 04165 251206Z 

1973 SECRETARY TO TH[ HINISTE~ OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS . 

1975 DIRECTOR or POLICY AND PLAtmlNG DIVISION, OFFl<:E 
OF THE PERMANENT SECRETARY 

1976 COUtlSELLOR, ROYAL THAI EMBASSY, LONDON 

1979 DIRECTOR-GENERAL, ECONOMIC DEPARTMENT 

1981 AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENT !ARY Tr) 
CANADA 

1984 TO PRESENT: AMBA SS ADOR EXTRAORDINARY ANO 
PLENIPOTENTIARY TO THE KINGDOM or BELGIUM 

DECORATIONS: MAHA VAJIRA MONGKUT (KNIGHT GRANO CORD <lNl 
OF THE MOST ND6LE ORDER Of T~E CROWN OF THAILAND. 
PRATHAMABHORN .NIGHT GRANO CROS~l OF THE HOST EXAL "'ED 
ORDER OF THE IIH ITE ELEPHANl. END TEX T 

BROI/N 

DECLASSIFIED 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

March 4, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR MELVYN LEVITSKY 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

SUBJECT: Call o esid_en.t b¥ orei-gn Mini,ster 
Siddhi Savetsila of Thailand 

A meeting with Foreign Minister Siddhi Savetsila has been 
approved for April 22, 1988. Subject to change, the time of the 
meeting is now expected to be from 9:50 a.m . - 10:00 a.m. 

\~! if I ; ., J _J.J_. t )J-
/4i:.:/ --4c ()..o'f--( ( {i V1.r<•.--

Paul Schott Stevens 
Executive Secretary 

.. 



ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

MEMORANDUM FOR PAUL SCHOTT STEVENS 

FROM: RICHARD CHILDRES~ 

1374 Add-on 

March 1, 1988 

SUBJECT: Call on the President by Foreign Minister 
Siddhi Savetsila 

A transmittal memorandum of the approved call has been prepared 
to notify State. 

M. Batjer concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum at Tab I. 

Approvq:t~ Disapprove __ _ 

Attachment 

Tab I Stevens/Levitsky 

cc: J. Kelly 
M. Batjer 
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1374 Add-on 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

MEMORANDUM FOR MELVYN LEVITSKY 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

SUBJECT: Call on the President by Foreign Minister 
Siddhi Savetsila of Thailand 

A meeting J:l.a.s aoeR-- approved with the Preside nt. 
Minister Siddhi Savz tsila 'April 22, 1988 # 
10:00 a.m . 

"1 & 5 /kVv< rrv ~✓ lftrv-

foi: Foreign 
9:50 a.m. -

Paul Schott Stevens 
Executive Secretary 
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Subject: 

8804982 

United States Department ?f ~tate l J 1 '--l 

Washington, D.C. 20520 :: • • f .-ti=J4-
■ ti 

February 25, 1988 s.57 '1
71 -

~t/!p;55" 

MEMORANDUM FOR COLIN L. POWELL 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Call on the President by the Thai Foreign Minister 

The Foreign Minister of Thailand, Siddhi Savetsila, will be 
in Washington April 21-24. The Department proposes that he pay 
a brief (five to ten minutes) courtesy call on the President 
Thursday, April 21 or Friday, April 22. 

Siddhi has been one of our staunchest and most effective 
allies in the senior ranks of the Thai Government for a number 
of years. Recently, for example, he has taken the lead in 
efforts to secure better protection of U.S. intellectual 
property rights and to preserve first asylum in Thailand for 
Indochinese refugees despite extensive popular opposition on 
both fronts. He has been willing to take serious political 
risks on issues such as these, which are high priorities for 
the Administration, both because he appreciates their 
importance to us and because he believes a true friend should 
honor commitments. The opportunity to meet the President, even 
if only briefly, will demonstrate our appreciation for the role 
he has played, encourage him to continue his efforts, and 
enhance his effectiveness within the Thai Government. 

DECL: OADR 
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( : 0178 Add-on 

ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, O.C. 20506 

MEMORANDUM FOR COLIN L. POWELL 

FROM: JAMES KELL~ , 

SUBJECT: Visit of Princess Chulabhorn 

-March 16, 1988 

Princess Chulabhorn is scheduled to visit Washington during the 
period 1-8 May 1988. We had initially requested a small dinner 
for her hosted by President and Mrs. Reagan. This was turned 
down by the First Lady's office, but said they would consider a 
coffee or tea. 

When the First Lady scheduled a trip to Europe during the same 
period, we were asked by her office to see if the Princess could 
stay over an extra day (9 May) to hopefully accommodate a coffee 
or tea. The Thai Ambassador informed us this was possible, but 
we were then turned down again. 

While we were careful to make no commitment to the Thai, the act 
of going back to the Royal Family to see if she could remain an 
extra day naturally raises expectations. 

For this reason and the solid policy reasons laid out in our 
original memorandum (Tab II), we believe a memorandum from you 
to Ken Duberstein to seek his help is warranted. 

Batjer concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you forward the memorandum at Tab I to Ken Duberstein. · 

Approve Disapprove ------

Attachments 

Tab I 
Tab II 

Powell/Duberstein Memorandum 
Staff Package dated 2/22/88 

cc: R. Childress 
M. Batjer 

Prepared by: ~ 
Richard Childr 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHNGTON, D.C. 20506 

0178 Add-on 

February 22, 1988 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR COLIN L. POWELL 

FROM: JAMES KELL~ 
. 

SUBJECT: Visit of Thai Princess Chulabhorn, May 1-8, 1988 

Jack Courtemanche has indicated in his memorandum to Paul 
Stevens (Tab II) that the schedule will not permit the President 
and Mrs. Reagan to host a private dinner for Princess Chulabhorn 
during her visit to Washington, May 1-8, 1988 

He did, however, indicate that as we moved closer to the visit, 
that a coffee or tea could be considered. 

The Thai Royal Family is held in great reverence by the Thai 
people and small courtesies extended by foreign governments 
receive great press attention throughout the country. A coffee 
or tea for the Princess would be of immense benefit to our 
current efforts to shore up the Thai-U.S. relationship in the 
face of aid cuts, the refugee crises and the various trade 
problems due to some protectionist activities here. In addition, 
such a gesture would be another useful reaffirmation that 
Thailand is a close treaty ally and front-line state, especially 
useful as discussions continue on a possible settlement in 
Cambodia. 

Giv en the importance, we believe a memoran<lum from you to Jack 
would be helpful in securing approval for a tea or coffee. 

M. Batjer concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum at Tab I. 

Approve --- Disapprove ---

Prepared by:@_ 
Richard Childress 

Attachments 

Tab I 
Tab II 
Tab III 

Powell/Courtemanche Memorandum 
Courtemanche/Stevens Memorandum 
Previous Submissions 

cc: R. Childress 
M. Batjer 



•, 

ACTION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

0178 Add-on 

MEMORANDUM FOR KENNETH M. DUBERSTEIN 

FROM: COLIN L. POWELL 

SUBJECT: Visit of Princess Chulabhorn to Washington 

The Thai Princess Chulabhorn is scheduled to visit Washington 
during the period 1-8 May 1988 and we have attempted to schedule 
a coffee or tea with the First Lady. At the request of the 
First Lady's office, we inquired of the Royal Family if the 
Princess could remain an additional day (9 May) to possibly 
arrange an event. The Thai notified us that she would be 
willing to remain the additional day, but we were recently 
notified by the First Lady's office that the coffee could not be 
scheduled. 

There are sound policy reasons for this event given the bilateral 
problems with Thailand over refugees, trade issues and aid cuts. 
Additionally, the King and Queen hosted the First Lady at the 
palace during her Southeast Asian trip. A coffee or tea would 
receive wide publicity in Thailand and serve our interests in a 
substantive way. 

Before we notify the Thai of a final turndown, I solicit your 
help in ensuring the importance of the request is weighed 
against other commitments of the First Lady for May 9, 1988. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR JACK COURTEMANCHE 

FROM: COLIN L. POWELL 

0178 Add-on 

SUBJECT: Visit of Princess Chulabhorn, May 1-8, 1988 

The schedule for May would not permit the President and Mrs. 
Reagan to host a private dinner for Princess Chulabhorn during 
her Washington visit, May 1-8, but your memorandum indicated the 
possibility of a tea or coffee. 

Since our last look at the visit, a refugee crises has arisen in 
Thailand and talks concerning a possible political settlement in 
Cambodia have proceeded. The Thai Royal Family is held in great 
esteem by the Thai people and small courtesies extended by 
foreign governments receive widespread favorable publicity in 
Thailand. Our previous aid cuts and protectionist legislation 
on the Hill, which has hurt the Thai, has caused some doubts 
about our commitments to them as a close treaty ally and front-line 
state. We are attempting to shore this up on a number of fronts 
at the present time. 

A coffee or tea given for the Princess would be a significant 
boost to our current efforts and send strong signals to the Thai 
Government and Thai people that the Administration is as 
strongly committed to them as in the past. Favorable 
consideration to hosting a tea/coffee would be greatly 
appreciated and have a substantive impact on our relationship 
with the Thai. 



MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 26, 19RA 

PAUL SCHOTT STEVENS 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE NATIONAL 
SFCURITY COUNCIL 

JACK L. COURTEMANCHE }~ 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO a~E PRESIDENT AND 
CHIEF OF STAFF TO THE FIRST LADY 

SUBJECT: VISIT OF PRINCESS CHULABHORN 
tAA Y 1 - 8 , 1 9 8 8 

0178 add-on 

The schedule will not permit the President and Mrs. Reagan to 
host a private dinner for Princess Chulabhorn May 1-8, 1988. 
They regret that it will not be ?OssihJ.e to do this. 

I point out that the Pres i den t and Mrs. Peagan hosted a private 
dinner on ~arch 11, 1995 for Oueen Sirikit (the Princess' 
mother.) 

When we get closer t0 ~ay, we may be able to consider a coffee or 
a tea. 
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Marybel Batjr~r 

Paul Stevens 

John Negroponte 

Colin Powell 

Paul Stevens 
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NSC Secretariat 
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The White House 
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MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C . 20506 

January 21, 1988 

JACK L. COURTEMANC:.A~/ 

PAUL SCHOTT STEVENr\~r-

Visit of Princess Chulabhorn, Ma 

The Department of State has recommended (Tab A) that President 
and Mrs. Reagan host a private dinner for the youngest dauqhter 
of the King of Thailand, Princess Chulabhorn, during her visit 
to Washington, May 1-8, 1988. 

The Thai Royal Family had made extensive preparations for the 
proposed visit of the President and First Lady during the first 
term, a trip that had to be canceled. Subsequently, the First 
Lady visited Thailand as a guest of the King. Princess Chulabhorn, 
as noted, was one of her guides. 

We believe such a gesture would serve important policy interests 
for us and would be a special reciprocal gesture for the Thai 
Royal Family and be appreciated widely by the Thai people. 

Attachment 

Tab A State Memorandum dated 1/11/88 



8800370 

United States Department of State 

Subject: 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

January 11, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR COLIN L. POWELL 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Visit of Princess Chulabhorn of Thailand, 
May 1-8; 1988 

Thai officials, on behalf of the Royal Family, have 
indicated that Princess Chulabhorn, youngest daughter of King 
Bhumibol, will visit the U.S. from April 15 to June 1, 1988. 
Princess Chulabhorn is an organic chemist, and a major purpose 
in coming here will be contact with leading elements of the 
American scientific establishment. We believe we will be able 
to enlist the assistance of academic and research institutions, 
as well as the private sector, in developing a program which 
will give the Princess the kind of exposure the Royal Family 
desires. The visit also promises opportunities to further the 
Administration's objective of encouraging women to pursue 
careers in science, as well as to highlight efforts against 
drug abuse (the Royal Family is prominently associated with 
anti-narcotics efforts in Thailand). 

Princess Chulabhorn's itinerary will include a Washington 
stop May 1-8. An invitation from the President and Mrs. Reagan 
to the Princess and her consort (a Thai Air Force officer who 
will travel with her) for a private dinner during their stay 
here would no doubt be greatly appreciated. Such a gesture 
would be both a courtesy to the Thai Royal Family, which has 
extremely close and longstanding ties to this country, and be 
seen as a particular expression of gratitude for the generous 
hospitality provided the First Lady by the Royal Family during 
Mrs. Reagan's visit to Thailand in 1986. (In this regard, 
Princess Chulabhorn served as Mrs. Reagan's personal guide and 
escort in viewing an exhibition of Thai handicrafts staged for 
the First Lady.) 

The Department recommends that the President and Mrs. 
Reagan agree to host a private dinner for Princess Chulabhorn 
and her consort during the first week of May, 1988. 

~¼.~ 
~ Melvyn Levitsky 
Executive Secretary 

0/15 



ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

January 12, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR PAUL SCHOTT STEVENS 

FROM: RICHARD CHILDRESa~"-----

SUBJECT: Visit of Princess Chulabhorn, May 1-8, 1988 

0178 

State, at Tab A, has recommended that President and Mrs. Reagan 
host a private dinner for Princess Chulabhorn , youngest daughter 
of the Thai King. She will be accompanied during her visit to 
the United States (April 15 - June 1) by her consort (A Royal 
Thai Air Force officer). 

SheQ~ns to visit Washington 

J. u.¥.!:y and Batjer concurs . 

RECOMMENDATION 

May 1-8. 

That you forward the memorandum at Tab I to Courtemanche. 

Approves:\)fV\./ Disapprove 

Attachments 

Tab I Stevens/Courtemanche Memorandum 
Tab A State Memorandum dated 1/11/88 

cc: R. Childress 
J. Kelly 

---
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UNCLASSIFIED 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 

FOR: Mr. Paul Schott Stevens 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council 
The White House 

REFERENCE: 

To: President Reagan 

From: Lowell P . Weicker , Jr. 

Date: March 22, 1988 

8810609 SIS ________ _ 

Date 
May 14 , 1988 

---------

Subject: __ P_l_i_g_h_t_6_f_K_h_m_e_r_i_n_R_e_f_u_g_e_e_c_am_p _________ _ 

WH Referral Dated: April 1 , 1988 
-------------

NSC ID# (if any): 558096 

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State. 

ACTION TAKEN: 

X 

REMARKS : 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached . 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other (see remarks). 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Director 
Secretariat Staff 
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LABOR ANO HUMAN RESOURCES 

SMALL BUSINESS 

President Ronald w. Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

March 22, 1988 

Along with 23 colleagues, I wrote last year to 
review for the denied Khmer in Khao I Dang camp. 
awaiting an Administration decision. 

request a 

,::"" r •· 1-✓0 .;'"•· ;? :;., !; -;,'f ··. ., ~ 

STATE OFFICES: 

BRIDGEPORT 
U .S . FEDERAL BUILDING 

915 LAFAYETTE BOULEVARD 06604 
PHONE: 203- 579- 5830 

TOLL FREE 1-800-972-4239 

HARTFORD 
ONE CORPORATE CENTER 06103 

PHONE: 203-240-3570 

TOLL FREE 1-800-842-0128 

WATERBURY 
100 GRAND STREET 06702 

PHONE: 203-575-9537 

TOLL FREE 1-800-992-2248 

We are still 

I have been sufficiently concerned about the problem to have a 
staff member of mine join a delegation to Thailand to look into 
this matter. It is clear that owing to a combination of State 
Department and INS decisions in the field, thousands of refugees 
have been arbitrarily rejected. 

I urge you to speed the impetus toward a review of this 
deserving caseload-- survivors of the Cambodian holocaust. I am 
attaching our letter of last March which unfortunately is still 
an accurate representation of the current situation of the denied 
Khmer. 

I look forward to hearing f 

Sin 

Enclosure 

/ms 
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iinittd ~tatts ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20610-2003 

Ma L. ch 2 3 , l 9 8 7 

President Ronald w. Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dea~ Mr. President: 

We write today to express our serious concern for the in
habitants of the Khao I Dang 1:<!Eugee camp in Thai.land. rn Li.<.Jhl: 
of the Thai Government's decision to close the camp, we believo 
it is incumbent upon the United States to play a larger and mot'e 
active role in protecting the lives of the 24, 000· refugees at 
Khao I Dang. 

Thai authorities plan to move the inhabitants of Khao I Dang 
to evacuation sites along the Cambodian border during the next 
yeat". As you may know, these "displaced pe-rsons" camps a long the 
bot·der aee extL·emely vulnet·able to the f.i(Jhti.ng between~ C;.1111i>odi,1n 
t"esistance troops and the Vietnamese occupation forces in 
Cambodia. In January, major shelling of one oE the evacuAtion 
sites t·esu 1 ted in n in~ pe t·sons wounded and f out· deaths. 

Because of the dang e t· s i n he L' e n t i n t h i s s i tu a t ion , w f~ 

believe the United States must act on her sense of responsibility 
and humanitarianism in this matter. To that end, the U.S. 
should: 

o Undertake a new~ more flexible approach toward those 
refugees previously rejected as candidates fo~ ~ese~
tlement in the United States. Many experts believe that 
the process which led to these rejections was flawed and 
not representative of our Nation's benevolent traditions. 

o Use our diplomatic leadership and influence on our allies 
and f~iends to maximize third country resettlement of the 
refugees. 

o Expedite refugee processing of compelling humanita~ian 
cases and immig~ant processing for the estimated 4,000 
who have family in the U.S. 

o Clac:ify and emphasize our strong concet·n that UNliCI~ 
continue to have Lesponsibility for protecting these 
refugees regaLdless of any relocation. • 
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o Work with Thai authoL·ities and the U.N. High Commissionet: 
to assure that any relocation to the border that does 
occur is carried out safely and humanely, with monitocinq 
b~ UNHCR and other appropriate international agencies. -

o Communicate to the Thai au thoL· it i~s ou L" in tent ion to 
resettle as many of the Khao I Dang inhabitants as pos
sible. It has become clear that Thai authorities will 
not move the inhabitants expeditiously if the U.S. makes 
a good faith effect to L"esettle the L"efuge~s. 

o Use its influence and leadership to convince UNHCR and 
the Thai GoveL·nment that UNHCR juL·isdiction should l>u 
extended to the displaced people along the Thai-Cambodian 
border. We do not believe such a change need imply in 
any way that these border Cambodians are to b• resettled 
in the West. In fact, the great majority are not seeking 
such resettlement. 

The Cambodian people have suffered much under a succession 
of violent regimes. Since 1979, the U.S. and its friends have 
L·escttled moL·e than 200,000 Camboc:li.1n eefugeos, pcovidinq them 
with security and a new chance to build a future. It has been a 
magnanimous effort of which Americans can be very proud. 

~hose who continue to seek freedom for themselves and safety 
for thei.c- fanrilie~ dese-r-ve ouL· fullest commitment. In 1985, you 
said, "the drive of our people to assist refugees in need over
seas and to resettle those who need it is an integral pa~t c1f the 
Ame~ican ethic." 

As Senators, we urge you to take a pe~sonal interest in this 
matter. Only with your timely inte~vention can the United States 
live up to its ~esponsibility and long-standing commitment to 
humanitarian ideals. 

Levin Sen. Barba~a A. Mikulski 
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Sen. Sen. Claibo~ne Pell 

--Sen . Wa~Len B. Rudman • 

Sen. ~ark o. Hatfield 



Sen. Patrick 

L~-
Sen. Dennis DeConcini 
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