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After meeting with Deputy Prime Minister
§iddhi, I understand even more than I did
before Thailand's concerns about implementation
of the recent Farm Act. There are aspects of
the legislation with which we disagree, but as
you are aware, it was designed to assist
American farmers who are experiencing the worst
farm crisis in fifty years. It was not
intended to harm Thai interests.

You will be pleased to know that in accordance
with our understanding in Bali, we raised the
issue of agricultural protectionism at the
Tokyo Summit. Specific language in the Summit
communigue reflects our concern with this
issue.

My Administration will continue to work to
ensure that future United States trade laws
promote our mutual interest in free and fair
trade. Protectionism will benefit neither of
us. The maintenance of an open international
trading system is the responsibility of both
our countries, as well as of the rest of the
world. We shall continue to consult and
cooperate closely with Thailand on sensitive
trade issues, as we have done so productively
in other areas.

Finally, Mr.
personally £
L P J_,__J.ng

he.
1L wds dll U.n'a‘-U.L(:}BECd.L)J.B EXperlleliCe 1L0UL HEL. 4
am deeply grateful for all your government did
to make her visit so successful.

With warm personal regards,

Sincerely,

\l ~antaN

His Excellency

General Prem Tinsulanonda

Prime Minister of the
Kingdom of Thailand

Bangkok
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NOT REVIEWED BY ORM. )
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THE WHITE HOUSE
ﬁ} WASHINGTON

411374
April 24, 1986 /4,

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN POINDEXTER : y

FROM: PAT BUC HANAW Z%@j‘/f
%

UL Lualliaud;  ulle propren ilas Lo 4o witn our rarm piril, 4na 1its
impact on Thai rice exports. The anti-American opposition is
exploring the issue; and Santoli feels that if the visit of the
First Lady focuses only on the problems of the U,S. (Drugs), and
the problems of the refugees -- while not addressing at all the
problem of the Thai people, it could backfire. Perhaps this note
is redundant with what is already known, and prepared for, but
thought you ought to know.
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WASHINGTON

April 24, 1986

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN POINDEXTER

FROM: PAT BUCHANAW

Al Santoli, the Vietnam veteran who has authored several books on
Vietnam, called to say that we have serious and gathering problems
in Thailand. The number one song there talks of U.S5. exploitation
of Thailand; the problem has to do with our farm bill, and its
impact on Thai rice exports. The anti-American opposition is
exploring the issue; and Santoli feels that if the visit of the
First Lady focuses only on the problems of the U.S. (Drugs), and
the problems of the refugees -- while not addressing at all the
problem of the Thai people, it could backfire. Perhaps this note
is redundant with what is already known, and prepared for, but
thought you ought to know.



4/24/86

PJB:
Al Santoli's message:

Is it possible for Mrs. Reagan to make
a joint appearance/visit with the

wife or either the Prime Minister

or the Foreign Minister, or with the
Queen, at some Agriculture spot in
Bangkok, (or just outside it.)

The security would be adequate, due
to her host.

Most importantly, the photo-op would
be advantageous ~- it would appear
in the press portraying her concern
for both the Thai and Americans.




April 24, 1986

Al Santoli

666 West End Ave. 9H
New York, NY 10025
212-362-6616

Pat Buchanan
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Pat:

As we discussed on the phone, I would like to make a suggestion
regarding Mrs. Reagan's visit to Thailand that I believe will
enhance the success of her trip and the atmosphere of U.S. - Thai
relations.

~ In recent months our relationship with Thailand has been
deteriorating due to a combination of the simultaneous decline
of practically all of Thailand's export commodities (rice, tin,
sugar, coconuts, textiles, etc.) and U.S. protectionist trade
measutres that are popularly and politically perceived as anti-Thai.

Most recently the U.S. Farm Act's measures to lower the
international price of rice and put our rice exports in dangerous
competition with Thailand's, has been the negative headline in
all Thai media. Demonstrations have occurred in Bangkok hostile
to the U.S. The top pop song in Thailand is "America Americoi',
which translates "Ugly American". And the political opposition
to the current Prem-Sitthi government has seized this issue, which
could lead to their defeat in coming elections, or a military coupe
(though less likely). More dangerously, the Soviets began making
stronger overtures at the time of textile protection debates in
the U.S. And a new government may move to closer ties with the
Soviets and capitulate to the Vietnamese, as they feel betrayed
by the U.S. (See enclosed Thai press reports.)

I believe Mrs. Reagan's visit to Thailand can help to reverse
the current negative trend in U.S.-Thai relations. To accomplish
this she should amend her schedule to include a gesture of compassion
toward Thai farmers (80% of the population) in a non-political
buy highly visible manner. Only visiting a drug clinic, expressing
concern for refugees or having tea with the Queen will not improve
America's image or cool down anti-American feelings.

How about a joint visit with the Queenyto a (safe) local farm

or Mes. PreM)or Mrs. Sawekst Ix



April 24, 1986
P, 2

for photo opportunity? That kind .of picture in the Thai press
and television is worth a thousand political statements. If
this kind of theatre (in a positive sense of the word) is not
possible, why not some type of symbolic gesture or non-political
statement expressing her concern and support of Thai farmers.

I can not adequately express how seriously *the Farm Act
has been perceived by all strata of Thai society. A gesture by
Mrs. Reagan, no matter how small, will at least let the Thai
people know that we care about their well being and on-going
friendship. I have discussed this off the record with some
high ranking Thai diplomats, who have agreed that Mrs. Reagan
acknowledging the Thai farmers would be quite significant. .-

And, if it was possible that in Jakarta the President's
party could make some type of posiftive announcement regarding
this matter preceding Mrs. Reagan's gesture of compassion, it
could be a major step in reversing the negative trend in U.S5, -
Thai relations. It seems that the Dept. of Agriculture does have
some discretion in setting the international price of rice.

Thanks for taking the time to consider this matter.

Al Santoli



April 24, 1986
Al Santoli
666 West End Ave. 9H
New York, NY 10025

Dear Pat:
Regarding our discussion on POW-MIAs I have a few perceptions:

I don't know if any American prisoners are still alive. But
a number of Vietnamese defectors like Hoang Van Hoan, a former
Politboro member now in China, have made mention of VCP policy
in 1975 to hold some prisoners. And one MIA-POW wife, Kay Bosiljevac
of Omaha, was told in late 1973 (after all prisoners were supposed
to have been .released) was told by the Hanoi charge in Vientiane
that her husband was still being held. Her phone: 402-734-4640.
Last autumn, Mr. Avraham Shifrin, the foremost authority on
Jews in the Soviet gulag, in Israel told me that some Jewish
emigres have reported that they had seen Americans in the Soviet
gulag who they believed had been transferred from Vietnam. I
did not ask him if he had names. He is the director ofthe Research
Center for Prisons,Psychprisons and Forced Labor Concentration
Camps of the USSR; located in Israel. If true, why not trade captured
Soviet spies for them, a la Scharansky. (Or for any S.E. Asia MIAs.)
My concern is that Hanoi will play on U.S. public diplomacy
to eventually put the Administration in a bind. By raising the
American public's expectations on the issue, Hanoi will try to
eventually use this &s blackmail for U.S. capitulation on Cambedia
or to finance their police state.
We must continue to keep the heat on them economically. Hope-
fully it will eventually lead to internal combustion to change
the repressive and expansionist government. For them to lose face
by being forced to pull out of Cambodia will give hope and energy
to the opposition within Vietnam. Any kind of economic concesgions
by the U.S. or the West will entrench the position of the pro-Soviet
leadership. OQOur objective should be to eventually get the
Russians out of Cam Ranh Bay-Danang-Bien Hoa through internal

changes in Vietnam. We should not let ourselves become vu..erable

because of the MIA issue. The security of the West?rn Pacific is why.
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i two nations.”

-1 prisoners who_havi

-{ tary and civilian officials in the former
-] Saigon Government.

Hanoi, Citing Attack, Suspends Talks on Missing

By BERNARD GWERTZMAN
Special to The New York Times F{,

his refusal to discuss the issue, stating:
tha as Iow ‘out of the question,” o]

WASHINGTON, April 18 — Vietnam

W
suspending _talks on reselving the
qiiéstion of Americans still Iisted a3
unaccounted for from the Vietnam

“We found that there is great diffi-

cgltyTn getting cooperation or even

g 1 A z yled A
have previously said relative to the re-

War, the State Department said. ]

In the official message to the United]
i i “The__rzh_re_ﬁge_m_‘caﬂ_iham_pds-
oners,’’ he said.

Sta
said ‘‘the current situation is not

said in a news conference today.

favorable” for holding the next meet-
ifgon the missing-in-ac S
at_ha

y
and Thursday in Hanoi, Bernard Kalb,

Although American officials dealipg
with the issue do not believe there arg
aifly Americans still alive, they would

Vietnamese on what happened to
Americans who were known to have
been captured during the war but who
were never accounted for and to re-
.cover the remains of Americans from
Areas where there were known to be
plane crashes.

_ The United States at the end of 1985
'hsted 1,797 Americans as unaccounted
for in Vietnam, 700 in the north, and
1,097 in the south. In addition, 556 are
listed as unaccounted for in Laos, 82 in
gilexbodia, and 6 in China, for a total of

like to get more information from the

the department’s spokesman, said.
But Foreign Minister Nguyen iio

Thach, at a meeting in New Delhi of the

countries that describe themselves as

nonaligned, said the discussions were
Because of the Amer-

i

The Hanoi move drew a quick warn-
in . Mr. Kalb said
this action would ‘“‘imperil any chance
for improverment in the atmosphere be-
tween our two nations.”

Hanoi Pledge Cited
Noting that Hanoi had pledged last

oting that Hanoi had pledged las
year to settl e and for all all ques-
tions dealing with the nearly %,ﬂ)()
Americans still listed as unaccounted
for in Vietnam, Mr. Kalb said:

“If Vietnam now decides to abandon
that pledge and to link this humanitar-
ian enierprise to political issues, this
can only increase the suffering of the
families of those still missing, bring
discredit to the Hanoi authorities and
imperil any chance for an improve-
ment in the atmosphere between our

The Vietnamese have also appar-
e_@%E%@;W
to_the United States — to turn over to
theé United States some 7,000 political
in_so-called
“‘re-education of thes

prisoners are Vietnamese with close
tiesto the United States, such as mili-

>3

in 1984, Prime Minister Pham Van
Dong of Vietnam said Hanoi would re-
lease these prisoners if Washington
would take them. Secretary of State
George P. Shultz said then that the
United States would take them and
their relatives over a two-year period.

Report From Ex-Governor

A report made public today by a spe-
cial"panel on Indochinese refu ,
hea y the former Governor of

IgWa, Robert D. Ray, sajd that when
] Ly} 111 : I:E:Entliz ¢6Enx:

Bomb Threats

Around World

Bomb threats disrupted office work
and delayed airline flights in cities in
Europe and North and South America
today. ’

In Ankara Turkish security forces
arrested two foreigners carrying a
bomb outside the United States Offi-
cers’ Club and safely detonated the de-
vice.

The security forces, alerted by a tip,
spotted the men carrying a bag near
the club tonight and challenged them,
the official Turkish press agency said.

The men threw the bag onto a car
outside the club, in the city’s Gazios-
manpasa district, and were arrested.
Bomb experts, who used a controlled
explosion to neutralize the device, also
found five hand grenades in the bag,
the agency said.

Bomb Threats in Florida

In Florida, hundreds of state legisla-
tors and employees evacuated the state
capitol complex in Tallahassee be-
cause of bomb threats. -

At the United Nations, five tele-
phoned bomb threats against the or-
gainzation were recejved by the se-
curity department and the New York
City Police Department, a United Na-
tions spokesman said.

The spokesman, Francois Giuliani,
said security officers searched the or-
ganization’s headquarters and found no
explosives after each of the calls. One
of the callers warned that a bomb
would be dropped by helicopter, he
said.

In Rome a British Airways flight to
London was delayed by an anonymous
bomb threat 15 minutes before the Boe-
ing 757 was to take off from Rome’s
Fiumicino Airport with 120 passengers

eign Miaistex—l'hach_wasmmggm

By Reuters

The passengers disembarked and the
plane and baggage were searched but
no bomb was found, the officials said.
The airliner left for London two and a
half hours late,.

Two United States-bound Delta Air
Lines jets were delayed for about two
hours in Montreal today today because
Delta’s office received a bomb threat.

Bomb squads and dogs checked the
planes, bound for Washington and
Miami, but no explosives were found.

In Buenos Aires, the Lincoln Library,
which is operated by the American
Embassy, was evacuated briefly after
an anonymous caller said a bomb had
been planted there, diplomatic sources
said. A search turned up no explosives,
the sources said.

U.S. Embassy Put on Alert

The American Embassy in Nicosia,
Cyprus, was placed on a full security
alert after an attack threat, Cypriot se-
curity sources said.

In Panama City, officials denied to-
day that a bomb had been found at the
United States Southern Command,
headquarters for American military
operations throughout Central and
South America.

The Government newspaper Critica
reported on its front page today that a
bomb had been found in the office of the
chief of the Southern Command, Gen.
John R. Galvin.

In the Philippines, Moslems shouting
“Death to Reagan!” attacked and
slightly injured a Canadian man they
believed to be an American during a
march on the United States Embassy.
Demonstrators also mauled three Fili-
pino photographers and a bus driver.

. on board.
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IV. 7 Apr 86 S J2 THAILAND

MATICHON on 'Ill-Intentions'

BK061520 Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 5 Apr 86 p 6

[Editorial: "The Farm Act —-- Vengeance or Misunderstanding?' ]
e
[Text] The U.S. delegate’ i i i in Rome on the

rice situation, which was attended by representatives of 60 countries, enables us to
understand the background of the Farm Act more clearly, It shows that the Farm Act is,
iff Tact, aimed directly at Thailand -- a country at has been a close ally of the
United States for more than 3 decades.

According to high ranking Agricultural and Cooperative Ministry officials who attended
the meeting, the U.S. representative said that over that past 3 years the United States
has lost about 30 percent of its rice market to Thailand. Meanwhile, U.S. farmers and
rice traders were seriously misinformed that the Thai Government was greatly subsidizing
and granting privileges to rice exporters. We can see from the above that the Farm Act
iF A Fesult of vengeance and misunderstanding. The vengeance arises from its loss of
world rice markets while the misunderstanding is caused by a misinterpretation of
government assistance to farmers as support and privileges for rice exporters. If the
latter were true, it means that we have violated principles of free trade which would
not only draw criticism from the United States but also be tantamount to a violation of
the principles of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade.

It is strange that the United States has twisted the Thai Government's assistance to

its farmers to improve their productivity and living standard into subsidies to rice
expoTTEYS even though Suchh matters are not secret in Thailand or from friendly
countries Such as the United States. Not only does this show the ill intentions of
the United States, but it is also intended to cover up the injection of money to
stabilize U.S. agricultural products and seize rice markets from its friends. This is
in violation of the system of free trade —- a system which the United States extolled
highly a few decades ago.

~ a4 . -~ . IR N

This is nct only a but it is a’'--
tent with the principics ur iree traue even tnoough the Univew wiares 1s repgaraea as the
leader of the free trading world -- as opposed to the communist one.

"An impoverished millionaire" may be a most suitable term to describe the present U.S.
economic and political stutus since it is facing a lot of economic problems. Most
importantlv. however. if a countrv with the prestice and power of the United States
da ong can it remain the leader?

rreaveas COugUN DOLWRVN [UOL LI RIEL1SI 41 Mar 06 P 3

[Text] About 200 students held a peaceful protest against the Farm Act at the United
States Embassy yesterday.. Bunthan Tansuthapwirawong, secretary-general of the
Federation of Students of Thailand; Phusit Prakongsai, president of Mahidon Uniwersity
Student Union; Somkiat Tangkitwanit, vice president of Chulalongkon University Student
Union and Phuangthong Rungsawatsap, vice president of ThammasaT Umtvetsity Student
Union, presented a letter of protest and met embassy officials Tor about 30 minutes.
Part of the letter read: '"The U.S. Food and Security Act of 1985, through its efforts
to support a relatively small U.S. rice sector, will on April 15 begin to undermine one
of Thailand's principal foreign exchange earners yet further, and with it the Thai
economy and the lives of all Thai farmers."

Students handed leaflets to passers-by in buses and cars. Some held banners which read
"America: Friend or killer of farmers?" or "7 - phrase from a popular
song T .S, exploitation,

Officials described the letter as "alarmist" and said the students demanded the price
difference between U.S. No 2 rice and local five per cent grain be $70 a ton. They
said the students were told the impact of the Farm Act on Thailand would not be that
bad and that their protest had been "exaggerated."

New Force Party leader Suthep Wongkamhang and some supporters joined the demonstration

and handed out their own leaflets. In the leatlets, New Force urped the That

Govermment to be more responsible to the country and the people and be more serious

in efforts to solve problems rather than simply asking foreign governments to make
ailand a special case. About 50 policemen were ,present at the protest.
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brZ11533 Bangkok MALTICHON in Thai 21 Mar 86 p 6
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The so-called Farm Act was designed to provide credits for U.S. farmers with the im-
mediateobjective of enlarging the U.S. share of the world rice market. Since rice
exports are the major exchange earner of Thailand, the U.S. rice trade strategy will
certainly have a direct impact on our country. The superior U.S. credit system will
snatch foreign rice markets from Thailand, damaging our foreign exchange income.
More important, the plight of the already poor Thai farmers in the rural areas will
be further seriously aggravated by the legislation.

The protest now simmering among Thai students, intellectuals, and technocrats has at
least two objectives —- to defend the interests of Thai farmers who form the majortiy
of the country's population, and to warn the United States that although Thailand is
only a small country, it will not allow the United States to bully it at will., Thai-
land- and the United States have been close friends during the past 3 decades, but the
way the big power friend is treating its smallér allies has exposed its lack of a
sportman-like spirit.

Although the reaction ofi the Thai people from all walks of life might not have any
influence on the United Statas, the way the United States is treating smaller nation
like Thailand has given the Thai people a good lesson. The Thai Govermment should &
so ‘realize that excessive attachment to any major power will enhance the chances of
country becoming a satellite state of that major power, thereby plunging us into a
vulnerable and dependent position and placing our fate in ifs hands.

The current political and economic movements of the people can be used as a barometer
to precisely measure the feelings of the general public. A govermment that listens
to the voice of the people will consider the people's feelings in implementing its
political and economic policies and take this opportunity to create a sense of econom-
ic patriotism among the people which is better than merely chanting the slogan

""made in Thailand" aimlessly.

PREM MESSAGE ON APARTHEID READ AT UN MEETING

BK231634 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in English 1500 GMT 21 Mar 86

[Text] Thai permanent mission to the United Nations today read a message from Thai
Prime Minister General Prem Tinsulanon at the international meeting in New York call~
ing on the South African regime to abandon apartheid and all forms of racial
discrimination. In his message, the Thai prime minister said: Thailand joins the
international community today in observing the international day for the elimination
of racial discrimination. Today also marks the 26th anniversary of the (?shock-
filled mascre) on the fateful day. The apartheid regime of South Africa took the
lives of innocent men, women, and children who were peacefully demonstrating against
racial discrimination and oppression.

~——









IV, 13 Nov 85 J 5 THAILAND

NAEQO NA ASKS GOVERNMENT SUPPORT FOR USSR TRADE

BKO81440 Bangkok NAEGC NA in Thai 8 Nov 85 p 4

[Editorial: ''Let Us Look at Various Possibilities"]

[Text] Thailand, a major exporter of agricultural products, also depends on earnings
frQgLjQqunﬂHL4;ﬁ—&&d&GEfi&%‘ifemﬁ—*iﬂeiﬁéiﬁg~€ethles*\igg_ggt1onal income. Unfortunately,
textile exports have be ic slump, high competition, price
cutting, and trade barriers, Indonesia and China, which used to buy Thai rice, can now
produce the grain and sell it. Thai tapioca exports face quota restriction Ffrom the
Eufopean Community. Thai _textile exports face restrictions from the United Stafes.
Thailand 's_tin exports are threatened by the impending collapse of the InEE;E;?Eg;él

Tin Council. Rubber exports are also threatened.

Those problems have arrived abruptly and almost simultaneously, compelling Thailand to
st¥uggle hard for survival. Whilé tfying to maintain traditional customers, Thailand
isTalso looking Tor new markets. Yet, the prospects for the lattér are not very bright
as new markets are small countries with little purchasing power and low foreign currency
reserves., Amid those difficulties, Thailand received an offer from the Soviet Union to

buy*i_EEEEE,EEEEEQLX.Qf Thai textiles and tapioca.

The Thai private sector welcomed the offer because it gives Thailand a new outlet for

its surpluses. Nevertheless, the private sector wants the government first to give it
certain assurances so that its trade relations with the Soviet Union will not be affected
by the Thai Government's megative political attitude toward the Soviet Union.

We fully agree that the goverpment should allow and support the private sector's trade
with the Soviet Union. The government should separate trade from politics, The United
States, with a political system opposite to that of the Soviet Uniom, hags rtrade withthe
Soviet Union. If the government is afraid of "side effects" from trade relations, it can
formulate guidelines and regulations for the private sector.

It will be a pity if the government overlooks certain benefits for the nation and con-
tinues to regard a certain country as its political adversary. On the contrary, the
government should cooperate with the private sector to find more markets for Thai prod-
ucts, especially at such an economically difficult time.

PAPERS REPRIMANDED FOR PRINTING RESHUFFLE LIST

BK101248 BRangkok NAEO NA in Thai 8 Nov 85 p 2

[Text] Police Lieutenant Colonel Somchai Atthanawanit, inspector of the documents and
printed material section of the police special branch headquarters, on the afternoon of
7 November summoned representatives of four newspapers —-- BANGKOK POST, THE NATION,
MATICHON, and NAEO NA —-- to acknowledge and sign a warning from the police official
regarding the publication of the senior military officer reshuffle list., Police offi-
cers informed them that after the issuance of a royal decree on appointments of senior
military officers above major general level in September, the four newspapers had
jointly published details of the reshuffle list, which is regarded as a military
secret, So, police officials summoned the editors or representatives of these news-
papers to be warned that further violations would be subjected to legal action as
stipulated in Order 42 of the National Administration Reform Council.



IV, 29 Oct 85 THAILAND J 1

PROSPECTS FOR TRADE WITH SOVIET UNION VIEWED

U.S. Protectionism Cited

BK241024 Bangkok STAM RAT in Thai 24 Oct 85 p 3

[Editorial: "The Soviet Union -- A New Market']

[Text] On 22 2 October a Supreme Soviet delegation led by Vice President of the Supreme
Soviet Presid¥Gm AKil Jalimov called on the Thal Parliament president D URFIE
Morgkhoniiawin at the Thai parliament, Ukrit disclosed to newsmen afterward that the
Soviet delegation expressed great interest ip Thai textiles and sports shoes, The
Soviet delegation even asked him to show it Thai factories,  The delegation later called

on Prime MhrtsTer Ceferal Prem Tinsulanon, at which time the head of the delegation also
suggested an increase in bilateral trade.

This shows that both countries are interested in promoting bilateral trade, bu;Tﬂha;
concrete actions will be taken remains—to—be—seen

T N—

The Soviet delegation's interest in Thai textiles and sports shoes coincides with U.S.
plans to enact g law limiting the export of textile products which, if carried out,
would strongly affect Thai textile manufacturers. Therefore, the Commerce Ministry
shouTdUrgentiyexplore Wit tie Soviet—tmtomr the prospects tor such Thal products.
Exports of any quantity to the Soviet Unlont would certainly nelp alleviate the plight
of ourTexrtiz industry. With luck, the Soviet Unjon could become a new market tgq
réprace the lost U.S. market.

Although Thailand and the Soviet Union now enjoy diplomatic relations at the ambas-
sadorial level, Thai-Soviet relations have not prospered due to the Soviet support for
Vietnamese aggression against Thailand., However, we do not want this issue to become
an obstacle to stronger Thai-Soviet trade relations 1n case we succeed in expanding
our market—imthe—SovietUnion, which 1S quite & blg market. The government should
revieéw relations with the Soviet Union because this could enable it to forge greater
bargaining power with the socialist bloc.

Soviet Motives Questioned

BK260926 Bangkok STAM RAT in Thai 25 Oct 85 p 2

[Chaiwat Yonpiam article: 'Moscow Is Going To Buy Thai Textiles'']

[Excerpt] The recent visit to Thailand of the Supreme Soviet Presidium delegationm,

led by Presidium Députy Chairman AkIl Sallmov, was unexpectedly successful, The Thai
press covered it extensively, SIAM RAT carried an editorial, a report, and a column

on the vigit. Thal press coverage essentially concerned the Soviet interest in buying
Thai textile products, which are facing problems entering the U.S. market, and as &
result of which many workers will lose their jobs and the country will lose a consider-
abIe @mount of income. Many are noping that the Soviet Union will becomé & Tiew market
for Thai Textiles. Of course, 1f this materializes, the United States can hit back wifh
a vengeance by passing & law limiting textile imports from its little friend. But will
MosTow-conriaetobuy—Thai teéxfiles in the long term at the prices our salesmen were
able to get from U.S. importers? The fact is that Moscow has many satellite countries
that produce textiles, and many of them owe the Soviet Union so much money that Moscow
wilT TImd T cheaper to buy *Tom them than to use dollars to buy from Thailand.

——
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The deputy director of XINHUA and his party this afternoon visited the Mass Communica-
tions Organization of Thailand [MCOT]. The group was welcomed by MCOT Director Pramut
Sutabut, who also presented the XINHUA delegation to the staff of the organization,
Pramut told the group that over the past 10 years the Thai and PRC mass media have
forged a closer relationship, with the Thai mass media making more frequent visits to
the XINHUA Office. Last year an official of the Prime Minister's Office, Police First
Lieutenant Chan Manutham,the MCOT director, and their parties visited the PRC. However,
they did not get a chance to visit XINHUA Headquarters, but only observed work at the
PRC television and radio station. But they are always aware of XINHUA's role in trying
to improve the news and information system. The XINHUA delegation also inspected work
of the Thai news agency office and visited Thai Television Channel 9.

The deputy director of XINHUA said during the visit that he 1is impressed by the present
visit and his meeting with foreign friends in his profession. He also expressed his
appreciation for the friendship and hospitality offered by his Thai hosts. He will
report to the Chinese people about what he sees here so that the people there will know
about the friendship of the Thai people.

THE NATION URGES MORE TRADE WITH VIETNAM

BK140700 Bangkok THE NATION in English 13 Jan 86 p 4
[By RKawi Chongkitthawon]

[Text] Much has been said about Thailand's need to look for new markets for its pro-
dyucts and commodities. As also about thé country s trading with all foreign countries,
regardless of their political and economic systems. But very little or notAing has—beer
said or seriously considered by the i authorities he question of improvement of
tyade ties with Vietnam. To discuss bilateral trade with Hanoi is, at this time, con-
sidered a no-no, particularly as there has been no progress in the eight-year Kampuchean
conflict. Nonetheless, the increasingly complex and persistent economic difficulties
have necesgitated the need to delve deeper ONce dgain 1nto the question of doing direct
trade with our communist neighbvur.

Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila has said time and again that it is not the policy of
Thailand to prohibit the private sector from doing business with Vietnam, but at the
same time the government certainly does not go out of its way to encourage it.

While Thailand has been quite discreet in trading with Hanoi, mostly through the private
sector and orher—covert means;otieT ASEAN COUNLr1es are open enjoying increased volume
of trade with Thailand's communist neighbour. In fact, Singapore and Indonesia have
been quite active in doing business with Hanoi. One can easily see that there is a
"discrepancy' in ASEAN's handling of political and economic issues with Vietnam. While
ASEAN countries have unwaveringly supported Bangkok's policy on Kampuchea, some of the
member countries are reaping great profits from trading with the communist nation. In
the long run, if the discrepancy is not eliminated, it could widen into conflicts within

ASEAN,

This sensitive issue is being raised at a time of-imereasing contacts between some ASEAN
countries and Vietnam in economic terms, particularly Jakarta. Thai Foreign Ministry
offictats are unhappy about the recent bilateral trade arrangement between the two
nations. The report of the wisit.hy an official of the state-owned company Pancha

Niaga to Vietnam was quick to raise eyebrows in Bangkok.
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REACTION TO U.S. ANNOUNGEMENT ON RICE PRICES

Foreign Minister Interviewed

BK131026 Bangkok NAEQO NA in Thai 13 Apr 86 p 2

[Interview with Air Chief Marshal Sitthi Sawetsila, deputy prime minister and foreign .
minister, by NAEO NA reporters Wanchai Wongmichai and Suwit Ui on 12 April; place-not

given]

[Text] [Unidentified Reporter] What do you think about the rice price the United
States has just announced under the Farm Act? -

[Sitthi] I _received a telegram from Washington this morning. I toldD#mat (Dylalampha)
and Sawanit (Khongsiri) to have to look. When I learned about the price, I felt
strongly about it. I then tried to contact the ministry officials and Danai himself

was already at tThe mintstry——

[Reporter] The telegram was sent from the Thai Fmbassy,wasa't it?

[sitthi] It was sent by Khun Kasem (Kasemsamoson Kasemsi, Thai ambassador to Washing-
ton). He was still not clear about the U.S. attitude. Kasem said that the price will
be announced every week. Anyway, from my first assessment, I feel that although our
estimate based on the price announced is at $225 and not $220, the figure is still
below what we told them. The earnings from their rice exports will even be below the
subsidy costs. This is why I think this kind of trade is not correct.

Of course, when their farmers are in trouble, they must help them through subsidies -~
or price support measures. However, when compared with the number of our farmers who

are extremely poor, far fewer American farmers face such a plight. The Farm Act has

cauged our rice price to drop. We expected to sell rice to Malaysia and Iran at $220

and $270 respectively and we hoped this would help to impxgygd_lngal_padgy_gggggﬁ_}n \
Thailand. Unfortunately, with the enactment of the Farm Act, our customers adopted

the wait-and-see policy and this has resulted in a price drop. Meanwhile, American / //
brokers approached our exporters who are eager to sell to them. In fact, there is
nothing wrong with selling our rice, but our rice traders should cooperate among them-
selves Instéad Of Undercutting prices. We should have got 8220 or $270 for our
éxports, but lately we got only from $180 to $190.

When they surveyed for our rice price during the price cut situation, they based their
findings on the minimum price. We proposed to the United States that, since we cannot
compete with America's best-quality rice, the (.S. sbould SeL a Price 35 percent apove
Qur own, BUL the gap is even less than 30 percent according to the price just
announced.

I ngigithink the new price will greatly affect rice exporters, but it will affect
oug_fizggrs who have about 40 percent of paddy surplus to sell plus the produce of
the second crop season. We have been trying to improve the paddy price for farmers.
If we can export our rice at a good price, that is around $220, we can raise paddy
pr?c?s‘ for farmers to about 3,000 baht per kwian Now that the export price has
dropped like this, it is impossible for us to shore up the paddy price. This is what
has made me very upset. We have emphasized to the United States that we have 35
million rice farmers in our country constituting 79 percent of our population, and

we want to improve the 1Ot Of oOufr farmers. LI they are left poor, they will have to
égll their paddy Tields. It is our wish that the United States help us on this proble
The$g¢§L_§overnment promised me that the problem would be taken care of. However,
now-that the price has been announced, it shows that the United States has not listene

to\Egiﬂiglggd,azfaiff””'ﬁ

et
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% NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 4/? 7‘4 %
Y=Y

GONELDENTIAL July 9, lyuéﬁ i ye=s

S0
SO0 . LD

MEMORANDUM FOR NICHOLAS PLATT
Executive Secretary
Department of State

v

SUBJECT : LSRN I

The President has reviewed and concurs in the recommendation of

the Department of State that the appointment of - -  as
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of cic sauyuuw OF
Thailand to the United States would be agreeable to the Government
of the United States. You are requested to so inform the Government

of the Kingdom of Thailand. &)

(o (s —

Rodney B. McDaniel
Executive Secretary

CONEIDENTIAL
Declassify on: Appointment as Ambassador

A/SH SN NZT EQNF’J;DEW
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UNCLASSIFIEDAY/
CONFTDENE}AL AT}ACHMLNTdy
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July 8, 1986

ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR RODNEY B. McDANIEL
FROM: JAMES” X7 KELLY

SUBJECT : Appointment of Arsa Sarasin of the Kingdom of
Thailand as Ambassador to the United States

Attached at Tab I is an Agrement for the appointment of Arsa
Sarasin as Ambassador to the United States from Thailand. State
believes from the information available that Mr. Sarasin will
make an excellent Ambassador and recommends the President agree
to the proposed appointment. T- frnow him as dors Dick C“h./dnss/ ot
W& Concliarv. !

RECOMMENDATION :

That you forward Tab I to Nick Platt.

Approve _ Disapprove
Attachments:
Tab I Agrement
Tab IT Incoming from State

UNCLASSIF;EE w/ 6f
CQNFIDENETAL AT?A HMENT
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(With CONFIDENTIAL EXDIS July 7, 1986
Attackments) 4, 41410

MEMORANDUM FOR VADM JOHN M. POINDEXTER
THE WHITE HOUSE

SUBJECT: Appointment of Arsa Sarasin of the Kingdom of
Thailand as Ambassador to the United States

The Government of the Kingdom of Thailand has inquired
whether our Government agrees to the appointment of Arsa
Sarasin as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
Thailand to the United States (TAB 2). A biography of Arsa
Sarasin 1s attached (TAB 1).

The Department bhelieves from the information available that

Arsa Sarasin will make an excellent Ambassador to the United

States and recommends that the President agree to the proposed

appointment. If he concurs, the Department will inform the
Government of the Kingdom of Thailand.

8

J~/ Nicholas Platt
Executive Secretary
Attachments:
1. Biography.

2. Telegram: Bangkok 28842 6/13/86.

ot -
UNCLASSTFIED " y
(With CONFIDENTIAL-EXDIS
Attachmgnts)
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INFO  $S-81 [AP-D] /882 A4 JEV

ACTION SS-08

COPY-81 ADS-28  $40-00 /081 W
""""""""""" 332%%2 1NN 11e/N

INFD LOG-85

0 1310547 JUN 86
FR AMEMBASSY BANGROK
Y0 SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 251%

CONF T 1 AL BANGKOK 28842
‘

EXDIS

£.0. 12356: DECL: DADR
TAGS: O0DIP, PREL, TH, US
SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR AGRLMENT FOR ASA SARASIN

REF: BANGKOM 28493

1. COMLIGENTIAL - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. DEPUTY FOREIGN WINISTER ARUN PHANUPHONG CALLED ME IN
ON THE MORKING OF JUNE 13 TO FORMALLY REQUEST AGREMENT
FOR ASA SARASIN (PERSONAL SPELLING ARSA SARASIN) AS
THAILARD'S NEXT AMBASSADOR TO THE UNITEOD STATES. Nt
ALSO PROVIDED ME WITH ASA'S CURRICULUM VITAE. | TOLD
ARUN THAY | WOULD COMVEY THE FORMAL REQUEST TO
WASHINGTON IMMEDIATELY.

3. ASA'S CURRICULUR VITAE FOLLOWS:

BEGCIN TEXT: MR, ARSA ‘SARASIN WAS DOAN ON 26 MAY 2936 (N
BANGKOX. ME BRECEIVED PRIMARY EOUCATION AT BANGKOK
CHRISTIAN COLLEGE. 1N 1948 NE WAS SENT TO DULWICH
COLLEGE 1M ENGLAND AND SPENT THE NEXT FOUR YEARS TMERE.
FOLLOVING THE APPOINTMENT OF M1S FATKER AS THAILAND'S
AMBASSADOR 10 THE UNITED STATES, ARSA WENT TO WilBRAHANM
ACADEMY AND GRADUATED FROM BOSTON UNIVERSITY,
MASSACHUSETTS (W 1958,

ME JOINED TME MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS IN AUGUST 3959
AND WAS SECOMD SECRETARY N THE ECONOMIC DEPARTMENT AND
SEATO DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OFf INTERNATIONAL
ORCANIZATIONS BEFORE SERVING AT THE ROYAL THA) EMBASSY
IN TOKYO 1M 1963 AND TNE ROYAL THAI EMBASSY IN KUALA
LUMPUR 1IN 1873, ARSA WAS CHIEF OF THE SOUTHEAST ASIA
DIVISION OF TRE POLITICAL DEPARTMENT BEFORE SCRVING AS
SECRETARY TD THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS DURING THE
PERIOD OF 1972-1974 IN WHICH ME WAS GIVEN THE
OPPORTUNITY TO JOINM THE Pn'S DELEGATION iN EXTENSIVE
VISITS 10 MANY COUNTRIES (N SOUTHEAST ASIA, THE MIDDLE
EAST, JAPAN, UMITED STATES, INCLUDING WUMERQUS SESSIONS
OF TNE UNITED NWATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN NEW YORK.

NE BECAME DIRECTOR OF THE POLICY AMD PLANNING DIVISION
IN 3874 AND SECRETARY GEMERAL OF ASA-ASEAN AND ASPAC
NATIONAL SECRETARIAT (THWAILARD) [N THE SAME YEAR.
MAVING WEADED THE ECONOMIC DEPARTMENY BETWEEN 1975-1977,
NE WAS APPOINTED AMBASSAOOR YD SELGIUM AND CONCURREMTLY
CHIEF OF MISSION OF THAILAND TO THE EURCPEAN
CONMUNITIES. 1IN NRUSSELS, NE, AMONG OTNERS, ENGINEERED
THE FORMATION OF A CONSULTATIVE WORKING GROUP BETWEEN
ASEAN AND EC OFFICIALS WHICH FINALLY LED TO THE SIGNING
OF THE ASEAN-EC COOPERATION AGREEMEMT AND REGULAR
MEETINGS BETWEEN FOREIGK WINISTERS OF THE TWO REGIONS.

ARSA RETURNED TO MEAD THE POLITICAL DEPARTMENT I[N 1938.
#E WAS AMONG TNE VERY FEW CHIEF ADVISORS TO THE FOREIGN

ALERT COPY

LU LR L

Department of State

C( -"[,AL;} é ';‘;-‘

PAGE B! DANGKD 28842 B9 OF #2 1311161 3563
MINISTER, ESPECIALLY ON THAILAND S AND ASEAR S STRATEGY
TOWARDS PROBLEMS- AFFECTING THE SOUTWEAST ASIAN REGION,
NE REACHED THE WiGHEST POSITION IN THE CAREER OF CiviL
SERVICE AS PERMAMENT SECRETARY IN 1982, A POSITION HE
NAS BEEN MOLOING UP TILL MOW.

ARSA SARASIN WAS A MEMBER OF THE SEWATE, TNE NATIOMAL
ASSEMBLY OF YHAILAND BETWEEN 1982-1986. NE WAS A MENMBER
OF THE COMMITTEE ON FORE!GN AFFAIRS OF TNE SEMATE AND A
MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE THA! WATIONAL
GROUP TO THE ASIAN-PACIFIC PARL IAMENTAREAR'S UNION. ME
ACTIVELY PARTICIPATED IN CONFERENCES OF ASEAN

PARL {AMENTARFANS AND MEETINGS SETWEEN ASEAN

PARL { AMENTARIANS AND TMEIR COUNTERPARTS FROM OTNER
REGIONS, ESPECIALLY THE EUROPEAN PARL IAMENT.

AS PERMANENT SECRETARY, WE ACTS AS TOP ADYISOR TO THE
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS ON ALL FOREIGN POLICY
MATTERS, ESPECIALLY THOSE AFFECTING WATIOMAL SECUR!ITY
IMTEREST AND THAILAND'S ECONONIC RELATIONS WITH MAJOR
TRADING PARTKERS. ME LEADS THE THAI DELEGATION TO
REGULAR MEETINGS WITH HIS ASEAN COLLEAGUES TO BISCUSS
ALL IMPORTANT ISSUES CONCERNING ASEAN SOOPERATION. ME
ALSO LED WUREROUS DELEGATIONS TO THE UNITED STATES, THE
SOVIET UNION, THE PRC, INDIA, JAPAN AND MANY OTHER
COUNTRIES TO ENGAGE 1IN TALKS AND NEGOTIATIONS BOTH ON
GEMERAL AND SPECIFIC ASSIGNMENTS.

ARSA ACTIVELY PARTICIPATES IN THE WORKING GROUP ON
TRAL-US ECONOMIC RELATIONS CHAIRED BY THE MINMISTER OF
IMDUSTRY WHICH MEETS THE US AMBASSADOR TO THAILAND WiTH
A VIEW TO PROMOTING FURTHER THAI-US ECONOMIC INTEREST.
WE SAT IN A POWERFUL CONSULTATIVE WORKING GROUP CNAIRED
BY ¥ME DEPUTY PRIML MINISTER WMOSE RECOMMINDATIONS WERE
BIRECTLY SUBMITYED TO THE PRINE WIMISTER. ARSA ATTENDS
REGULAR MEETINGS OF SPECIAL ECONOMIC ADVISORS YO TME
FOREIGN MIMISTER WHWOSE MEMBERS COMPRISE LEADING
BUSIMESSHMEN AND BANKERS (N THAILAND. BE ALSO S1TS 1IN
TNE WATIONAL COmMITTEE FOR THE PROMOTION OF TOURISM INM
THAILARD CHAIRED BY A MINISTER ATTACHED TO TWE PW'S
OFFICE. ME S A BOARD MEMBER OF THAI INTERNATIONAL
AIRWAYS LIMITED, THAILAND'S NATIONAL AIRLINE. NE §S
ALSO A MEMBER OF THE SOARD OF DIRECTORS OF TNE BANGKOX
BANK, THE LARGEST BANK iN SOUTHEAST ASIA.

ARSA SARASIN WAS AWARDED WITH THE HIGHEST DECORATION
TRAT A CIVIL SERVANT CAN EVER EXPECT 1N NIS CAREER,
NAMELY THE KNIGHT GRAND CORDOM OF TNE MOST EXALTED ORDER
OF THE WHITE ELEPHANT AND THE KNIGHT GRAND CORDON OF THE
ROST MOBLE OF THE CROWN OF THAILAND. TNE KNIGRT
COMMANDER OF THE MOST ILLUSTRIOUS ORDER OF CHULA CHOM
KHAD WAS CONFERRED ON HIM BY NIS MAJESTY THE KING FOR
WIS LOYAL SERVICE YO THE MOMARCHY. AMONG FOREIGN
DECORATIONS ARE THE FOURTH CLASS OF THE ORDER OF TNE
SACRED TREASURE, JAPAN; GRANDE CROIX DE LA COURONNE,
BELGIUN; THE GRAND CROSS SECOND CLASS OF TME ORDER OF
MERIT OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY; AND TNE FIRST
CLASS OF THE GORNMA-DANSHINA-BAHU, NEPAL.

ME IS NMARRIED TO M.K. SUCHITGUNA (MEE KITIYAXARA) AND
THEY HAVE THREE CHILOREN. END YEXT. BROW

CONEHBENTTAL
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 18, 1986

Your Royal Highness:

Though your stop in our country will be only a
brief one, I wanted personally tc ‘

Lo Ao T AL A Ao I trust YOusr ovay waiaas
e wsigugumac wau secwoful before you continue on
with your return journey to Thailand.

Nancy has told me about her visit last May to
your beautiful country. She enjoyed it immensely
and was deeply impressed with the progress our
two nations are making in attacking the scourge
of drug trafficking and abuse., ~ ----* *- *v--T
“““ ©-> -~ very kind personal

> the hospitality Slic.i oo e oy
tucisr majesce€S the King and Queen. It was a
memorable visit which she recalls with great
fondness.

I wish you a safe and speedy journey home.

Sincerely,

(2. s (S

His Royal Highness
Vachiralongkorn Adulyadej
Crown Prince of Thailand
Bangkok

/)/4/”#7//5 5 075 ,
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, 1986
ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT \;\
24V
FROM: JOHN M. POINDEXTER \' 1
SUBJECT : Presidential Letter to the Crown Prince of Thailand

Issue

To sign a letter to Crown Prince Vachiralongkorn of Thailand.
Facts

Crown Prince Vachiralongkorn is paying an official visit to Canada
later this month and is scheduled to stop overnight in Seattle to

rest before his return trip to Thailand.

Discussion

In view of his prominent position in Thai political affairs and his
active participation in hosting Mrs. Reagan during her successful May
visit to Bangkok, a brief letter from you would be appropriate.

Recommendation
OK  No
<4G§L“ That you sign the letter at Tab A.

Attachment

Tab A Presidential Letter for Signature.
Prepared by:
Richard Childress

cc Vice President
CONPIDENT.LAL -

Declassify on: OADR
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GO E-EDFNT-LA L July 17, 1986

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN M, POINDEXTER

FROM: RICHARD CHILDRESS GQ——/”
SUBJECT: Presidential Letter to the Crown Prince of
Thailand

Crown Prince Vachiralongkorn is paying an official visit to
Canada and is scheduled to stop overnight in Seattle to rest
before his return trip to Thailand. 1In view of Thai cooperation
with us in many areas, a brief Presidential letter would be in
order.

Deputy Assistant Secretary of State John Monjo will deliver the
letter to the Crown Prince when he greets him in Seattle.

Jim Kelly (telephonically) concurs.

RECOMMENDATTION

That you forward the memorandum to the President at Tab TI.

Approve Disapprove

Attachments
Tab I Poindexter/President Memorandum

Tab A Presidential Letter for Signature
Tab II State Memorandum dated 7/16/86

cc: J. Kelly

.

€ONFIDENTIAT
Declassify on: OADR
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MEMORANDUM FOR VADM JOHN M. POINDEXTER
THE WHITE HOUSE

SUBJECT: Letter of welcome from the President to the
Crown Prince of Thailand

We are providing a suggested letter of welcome from the
President to Thai Crown Prince Vachiralongkorn. The Crown
Prince will pay an official visit to Canada later this month.
On his return trip to Thailand, he is scheduled to stop
overnight in Seattle to rest. Given his prominent present and
future roles in Thai political affairs and his active part in
hosting Mrs. Reagan during her succegsful May visit to Bangkok,
we recommend that the President send a brief letter of welcome
to the Crown Prince. The letter would be delivered by Deputy
Assistant Secretary John Monjo who will greet the Prince in
Seattle.

iy —ssep®
/T hchisles Pl
Nicholas Platt
Executive Secretary

Attachment:

Suggested reply

DECL: OADR

W






Department of State
Suggested Reply

Your Royal Highness:

Though your stop in our country will be only a brief one,
I wanted personally to welcome you to the United States. I
trust your stay will be enjoyable and restful before you

continue on with your return journey to Thailand.

Nancy has told me about her visit last May to your
beautiful country. She enjoyed it immensely and was deeply
impressed with the progress our two nations are making in
attacking the scourge of drug trafficking and abuse. I want
to thank you for your very kind personal role in welcoming
Nancy and for the hospitality shown to her by Their Majesties
the King and Queen. It was a memorable visit which she

recalls with great fondness.

I wish you a safe and speedy journey home.

Sincerely,

Ronald Reagan

His Royal Highness
Vachiralongkorn Adulyadej,
Crown Prince of Thailand,
Bangkok.
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