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T H E WHIT E 110 l S J•, 

June 22, 1984 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

I appreciate your warm letter of May 18th recalling 
your visit here and the very valuable discussions 
we had. Your visit served admirably to reconfirm 
the longstanding friendship between our countries, 
and the shared commitment of the Thai and American 
people to the promotion of democratic values. 

Your visit also provided a welcome opportunity to 
continue our dialogue on matters of mutual concern. 
Our exchanges, in October 1981 and again in April 
of this year, are splendid examples of the regular 
consultation witn allies which I value highly. 

You may be certain that we are pursuing those 
topics you raised in Washington, including Thailand's 
need for more favorable FMS repayment terms to 
assist your military modernization program. I hope 
that progress will continue on those problems in 
refugee matters and narcotics suppression which we 
discussed . 

Thank you for your kind and generous words of 
invitation to reschedule my postponed visit to 
Tnailand. It is my strong hope that I will be able 
to do so next year. 

Sincerely, 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
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SUGGESTED REPLY 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

I appreciate your warm letter of May 18th recalling your 

visit here and the very valuable discussions we had. Your 

visit served admirably to reconfirm the longstanding friendship 

between our countries, and to reconfirm also the shared 

commitment of the Thai and American people to the promotion of 

democratic values . 

Your visit also provided a welcome opportunity to continue 

our dialogue on matters of mutual concern . Our exchanges, in 

October 1981 and again in April of this year, are splendid 

examples of the regular consultation with allies which I value 

highly. 

You may be certain that we are pursuing those topics you 

raised in Washington, including Thailand's need for more 

favorable FMS repayment terms to assist your military 

modernization program. I hope too that progress will continue 

on those problems in refugee matters and narcotics suppression 

which we discussed. 

His Excellency 
General Prem Tinsulanonda, 

Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand, 
Bangkok. 



Thank you for your kind and generous words of invitation 

to reschedule my postponed visit to Thailand . It is my strong 

hope that I will be able to do this next year. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Reagan 
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MEMORANDUM 
I. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 22, 1984 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT a~/1_ 
FROM: ROBERT C. MCFARLANE rr 

S\GMEO 

SUBJECT: Response to Thai Prime Mini ster Prem 

Issue 

Signature on a letter to Prime Minister Prem. 

Facts 

The Thai Prime Minister was here for an official working visi t on 
April 13. He wrote to you on May 18 (Tab B) and we have drafted an 
appropriate reply (Tab A). 

Discussion 

The Thai Prime Minister ' s letter is typically warm and expresses his 
deep appreciation for hi s cordial welcome in Washington. He also 
emphasizes the importance of the reassurance he received here to meet 
the security needs of Thailand. 

Recommendation 

OK No 

That you sign the letter to Prem at Tab A. 

Attachments 

Tab A 
Tab B 

Presidential Letter for Signature 
Prem Letter to You dated 5/18/84 

Prepare d by : 
Richard Childress 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

June 19, 1984 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 

FROM: RICHARD CHILDRESS~ 

SUBJECT: President's Response to Thai Prime Minister 

On 18 May, Prime Minister Prem wrote to the President as a 
follow-up to his visit to the United States. The letter was 
typically warm and supportive (Tab B). 

State has drafted and we have reviewed the proposed response 
(Tab A) for the President's signature. 

Gaston s'r/)rr and the speechwriters concur. 

RECOMME
0

NDATION 

That you forwar& e memorandum 

Approve -{-

at Tab I to the President. 

Disapprove 

Attachments 

Tab 

Tab 

I 
Tab 
Tab 

II 

Memorandum McFarlane/President 
A Letter for Presidential Signature 
B Prime Minister Prem Letter of 18 May 
State Cover Memorandum dated 6/12/84 with 
draft response 

cc: Gaston Sigur 

1984 



' I 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 8 416 4 3 4 

June 12, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR . ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT : Pr esident ' s Response to lette r from Thai Prime Mi n iste r 

Attached is a letter for the President ' s signature 
responding to Prime Minister Prem's l etter of May 18th . Pr em 
had recalled hi s Ap ril visit and thanked the President for the 
atte n tio n paid to Thai secu r ity needs . 

C~ l~ ill 
Executi;:

8

s ~ retary 

Attachmen t : Letter to Tha i Pr i me Mi n ister 
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Dear Mr. President, 

OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER 
GOVERNMENT HOUSE 

BANGKOK, THAILAND. 

May B.E. 2527 ~ (1~84) 

Upon my return to Thailand after my memorable 

and fruitful ~isit to your country, I take this opportunity 

to express to you my deep appreciation for the warm 

hospitality and cordial welcome accorded to me and my party 

during our stay i n Washington. I am also very grateful to 

receive your kind words abou t t he v isit i n your gracious 

letter of recent date. 

My stay in the United St ates reconfirmed my ,belief 

that our two nations are i ndeed not only historic friends 

but also true allies standing toget her in the defense of 

democratic ideals. 

The most reassuring aspect of my mission in 

Washington was to have witnessed once again the ready 

appreciation on your Administration's part of the nature 

and extent of the security threat facing Southeast Asia 

as well as your full understanding of Thailand's position 

and needs as the frontline State in this region. This had 

been clearly demonstrated in recent years by the consistency 

in your efforts to relieve the economic burden on Thailand 

through ensuring that the increases in FMS credit and grant 

levels did in fact bear some relation to the scale of the 

threat confronting us . . Your commitment to support with 

Congress the extension of Thai l and's repayment terms 

beginning in 1986 wi ll help ease that burden even further . 

As we give ourselves to the task of upgrading 

our defense, for which you kindly gave your express support, 

we will be happy to receive the high level U.S. Air Force 

team to present a comparative b r iefing on advanced fighter 

aircraft. we wer e grateful indeed to ha:ve b een informed 

during o u r visit tha t the U ., S. AdmL,is t r3.t ior.. wo uld stand 

by Thailand i n our e vent ual choice o f aircraft. 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan, 
President of the United States of Amer ica, 

WASHINGTON D.C. 

I I was .... 
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I was particularly gratified by your generous 

offer to make ~v~ilable for ea~ly delivery l o» ty additional . ~. 
M 48 A 5 tanks, which step being responsive to Thailand's 

immediate defense needs. While we await further information 

on pricing and repayment terms, you may be assured that 

we are working hard to accommodate the purchase in our 

present financial plan. Your assistance in assuring us 

favourable pricing and payment terms would indeed be most 

helpful. 

I again express the hope that your duties will 

permit you to reschedule your postponed visit to Thailand 

next year. Thank you for a very pleasant visit to your 

lovely country. 

General 

Sincerely yours, 

-
(Prem Tinsulanonda) 

Prime Minister of Thailand 

~ 
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THAILAND TODAY WILL RE CELEBRATING, BY 

THE OLD LUNAR CALENDAR, TH E BEGINNING OF THE 
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The President h::- :: ,.. "1 

(Rohrabacher/BE) 
April 11, 1984 
5:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: PRIME MINISTER PREM TINSULANONDA 
OF THAILAND 
FRIDAY, APRIL 13, 1984 

-

I am delighted to have this opportunity to exchange views 

with Prime Minister Prem and to discuss with him events in 

Southeast Asia and in other parts of the world. This is the 

Prime Minister's second visit here with me and on both occasions 

he's provided valuable counsel. I am particularly happy to renew 

our personal relationship, one that mirrors the deep friendship 

between the Thai and American people. 

Thailand and the United States have a history of friendship 

and cooperation going back to 1883, when we signed the Treaty of 

Amity and Commerce. Today, we took our relationship one step 

further with the signing of a science and technology agreement. 

The 15 0 years of our relations have seen many changes. Yet, 

throughout this time, the fundamental determination of Thai and 

American people to live their lives in freedom is unchanged. 

Whatever our differences of climate or culture, in our love of 

liberty we are the same. This is the'unchanging basis of our 

friendship. 

The economic vitality found in Thailand is something else 

with which Americans identify. American investors and traders 

are proud of the part they are able to play in Thailand's growth. 

Working together, Americans and Thais are building a better 

. ~quality of life for both our peoples. 
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Prime Minister Prem will return to his country confident in 

our friendship and assured that America's commitments remain 

sound and solid. 

As treaty allies of the Manila Pact, the United States fully 

appreciates the situation in Southeast Asia, and Thailand's key 

role in ASEAN's effort to promote peace and stability in that 

vital area. In response to Thailand's immediate security 

requirements, I am happy to announce that the United States will 

make available immediately a sizable number of M- 48 tanks. We 

also will request the Congress to extend the repayment terms of 

our security assistance to Thailand. 

High-level defense consultations between our countries will 

continue. We will discuss Thailand's overall defense needs, 

including its requirement for advanced aircraft, something we 

fully support. The Administration will confer with the Congress 

on these defense matters as appropriate. 

Thailand today will be celebrating, by the old lunar 

calendar, the beginning of the new year. May I wish you, 

Mr. Prime Minister, and all of the people of Thailand, a very 

fine Songkran [sawn-KRAWN] holiday, and for all the Thai people, 

prosperity, health, and peace. 

We are pleased to have had you as our guest. 
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United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 
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April 3, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Thai Prime Minister's Letter to the President 

fl ' 2 7 " I • I 

(!-(} /56./ 

Prime Minister Prem1 who will visit the President on April 
13th, has written thanking the President for his invitation and 
conveying his acce tance of it. No reply to this letter is 
required. 

Attachment: 

Thai Prime Minister's Letter to the President 



No. 4q5 /2527 

Excellency, 

March 21, 1984 

ROYAL THAI EMBASSY 

WASHINGTON, D. C, 20008 

I have the honor to transmit a letter from His 

Excellency the Prime Minister of Thailand to the 

President of the United States, in response to the 

President's invitation for the Prime Minister to 

pay an official working visit to Washington. I 

would be most grateful if the letter is promptly 

forwarded to the high destination. 

Please accept, Excellency, the 

assurances of my highest consideration. 

His Excellency 
qeorge P. Shultz 

Kasem S. Kasemsri 
Ambassador 

Secretary of State 
Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 

renewed 



Dear Mr. President, 

OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER 
GOVERNMENT HOUSE 

BANGKOK, THAILAND. 

6 March B.E. 2527 (1984) 

I have received your gracious letter with much 

appreciation. I have also had the honour to convey 

Mrs. Reagan's and your own greetings and New Year wishes 

to Their Majesties the King and Queen of Thailand. 

I wish to than·k you, Mr. President, for your kind 

invitation for me to pay an official working visit to 

Washington during my planned visit to Canada and Europe 

in April; it is my great pleasure to accept this invitation. 

I look forward very much to the opportunity of 

renewing our personal acquaintance, and of exchanging views 

on matters of mutual interests and concern. I feel confident 

that this visit will serve to strengthen further the close 

relationship between our two countries and peoples. 

With my best wishes for Mrs. Reagan's and your 

own good health, happiness and success, I remain. 

General 

Yours sincerely, 

(Prem Tinsulanonda) 

Prime Minister of Thailand 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States of America, 

The White House, 
WASHINGTON D.C. 



S/S r,840 6893 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 @i) 
March 26, 1984 

B~! MAR 26 
MEMORANDUM FOR: 

Subject: 

Mr. Robert M. Kirnrnitt 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

Alerting NSC on Presidential 
Correspondence 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to President Reagan 
from Prem Tinsulanonda , Prime Minister of Thailand. 
which is transmitted for your information. 

This document was received in the Executive 
Secretariat Information Management Section on 

March 26, 1984. 

#-:"*' 

Director,, S/S-I 
Information Ma gement Section 

Executive Secretariat 
ext. 23836 

Pfl : 26 
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OFFICE OF ThE PRIME MINISTER 
GOVERNME~T HOUSE 

BANGKOK, THAILAND. 

I 

'· 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 

President of the United States of America, 

The White House, 

WASHINGTON D. C. 

I l!, 

I I 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON ~~ d3t;f;v 

!-':EMO RAND UM 

TO: ROBERT MCFARLANE 

FROM: FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR~~ 

SUBJ: APPROVED PRESIDENTIAL ACTIVITY 

.MEETING: 
Time reserved for working visit of Prime Minister Prem 
of Thailand: 

11:00 am - 30 min - briefing for visit - Oval Office 
11:30 am - 45 min - meeting - oval Office/Cabinet Room 
12:15 pm - 75 min - luncheon - Residence 

DATE: 1:30 pm - 10 min - departure statements - Diplo . Entrance 

April 13, 1984 

TI?wiE: As shown 

DURATION: As shown 

LOCATION: As shown 

REMJl._RKS REQUIRED: Yes 

MEDIA COVERAGE: Coordinate with Press Office 

FIRST LADY 
PARTICIPATION: No 

NOTE: PROJECT OFFICER, SEE ATTACHED CHECKLIST 

cc: R. Darman 
R. Deprospero 
K. Duberstein 
B. Elliott 
D. Fischer 
C. Fuller 
w. Henkel 
E. Hickey 
G. Hodges 

C. McCain 
J. Rosebush 
R. Scouten 
B. Shaddix 
W. Sittrnann 
L. Speakes 
WHCA- Audio/Visual 
WHCA Operation~ 
A. Wrobleski 
Nell Yates 

R. Kimmitt 



MEMORANDUM 

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST : 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND : 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE AND TIME: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: 

REMARKS REQUIRED: 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

OPPOSED BY: 

PROJECT OFFICER: 

0033 

THE WHITE HOUSE ~~ 
. 0~ 

WASHINGTON l"/c • ~/Jr, 
January 3 , 1984 ~(;, •• ,,,.,,,. u" _ ~¢ 

/x /' 
o&~◊ •. 6'57 

FREDERICK J . RYAN, JR, DIRECTOR ~~~/, 
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING-$' 1,,Q 

ROBERT M. KIMMITT i'-, 

Working Visit - Prime Minister Prem of Thailand. 

Reaffirm close US-Thai relations; reassure the 
Thai of US security commitment; offset any 
negative effects in ASEAN due to postponement of 
the President's trip. 

Prime Minister Prem will be traveling to Canada 
April 9-12 and to Denmark on April 16. The Thai 
have been the most understanding of the necessity 
for the President cancelling his visit to Southeast 
Asia late last year. In addition, they have been 
forthcoming on a number of sensitive requests 
despite a general turndown from us on increased 
FMS levels or better terms. Thailand is the 
"frontline state" in ASEAN and a working visit 
with Prem, combined with the Mahathir visit in 
January, provides us the "breathing room" 
required because of our postponement of the 
President's previously scheduled travel. 

October 1981 (working visit). 

April 13-15. (Prem could probably be persuaded 
to leave Thailand on April 7, so April 8 for 
Washington visit is also possible.) 

Oval Office/Cabinet Room/Working Lunch. 

Standard Cabinet participation. 

Standard working visit. 

To follow. 

None. 

Robert M. Kirnrnitt/Richard T. Childress 

C-Om'~ 
DECLASSIFY ON: OADR 
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WASJ IINGTON 

11Sl? AJcPSI~ 
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Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

-~ 
f L~, 
~ .. ,:,~ 

I npp reciate ~ our warm letter o f May 18th r ecalling 
your visit he r e and the v ~ :z, va lu2 ble discussions 
WJ had. Your visit senrPo admirably t o rE"Confirm 
the longstanding friendship between our countries, 
and the s hared commitment of the Thai and American 
people to the promotion of democratic values. 

Your visit also provided a we lcome opportunity to 
continue our dialogue on matte rs of mutual concern. 
Our exchanges, in October 1981 and again in April 
of this y e ar, a re splendid examples of the regular 
consultation with allies which I value highly. 

You may be certain that we are pursuing those 
topics you raised in Washington, including Thailand's 
need for more fa vorab le FMS repayment terms to 
assist your military modern iza-tion program. I hope 
that progres s will continue on those problems in 
refugee matters and narcotics suppression which we 
discussed. 

Thank you for ~our kind and generous c 

invitation to res ~hedule my.: postP,o ed vLs.it to 
Thailand. It is my strong hope that I will be able 
to do so nex t year. 

His Excellency 
G~neral Prem Tinsulanonda 
Prime Minister of the 

Kingdom of Thc1iland 
Bangkok 

- - ·----· - - • ··----

Sincerely, 

1 

AUTO PENNED AND RETURNED TO :;/2~ ON 840622 
NOT REVIEWED BY ORM. --="== = =-===~---==~!!!L..~ ===~ 
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