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United States Depariment of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

January 13, 1987

Mr. Kwon Doo Young

Chairman

Social Democratic Party

4th Floor, 45-1 Donui-dong Chongro-Ku
Seoul, Korea

Dear Mr. Kwon:

Thank you for your letter of December 12, 1986 to President
Reagan concerning the important issue of Korean reunification.
The White House has asked that I respond to your ingquiry on
behalf of President Reagan.

The reunification of the Korean peninsula is a goal shared by
virtually all the Korean people. This goal is also one that
the United States fully supports. For nearly forty years the
United States has striven to reduce tensions on the Korean
peninsula as a first step towards ultimate reunification. The
governments of the Republic of Korea and the United States have
repeatedly sought the reduction of tensions through a variety
of initiatives, most recently in the North-South dialogues
dealing with Red Cross, parliamentary, and economic issues.
Unfortunately, however, all these talks were suspended
unilaterally by the Democratic People's Republic of Korea
(DPRK) last January.

While the North also seeks reunification of the Korean
peninsula, it seeks reunification on its own, perhaps violent,
terms. That is, the North seeks to incorporate the Republic of
Korea into the DPRK and thus gain control of the entire
peninsula. The United States will continue to oppose a
solution by force to the problem of divided Korea.

Very truly yours,

David Blakemore
Director
Office of Korean Affairs
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- cont'd -

Dear President Reagan:

We emphasize that our national problem of peaceful
unification should be solved primarily by ourselves at home.
But, we also realize that the Korean peninsula is a geopolitically
important area where the interests of the four major powers of the
world, namely, the United States, the People's Republic of China,

the Soviet Union and Japan interact and compete. Therefore, we
must seek the understanding and cooperation of the four ma jor
powers for our peaceful unification movement. The Social Democratic

Party believes that only a neutrally unified Korea can be commonly
accepatable to the four major powers and accommodate the interests
of the four ma jor powers or the Korean peninsula peacefully.

A unified Korea under permanent neutrality would be friendly to
the four ma jor powers and all the peace-loving peoples of the
wCrld.

The geostrategic location of the Korean peninsula makes the
peninsula a tinderbox menacing the peace of Northeast Asia and
that of the world at large. The two divided Korean states have
concluded mutual security pacts with the three maz jor military
powers of the world; the Republic of Korea with the United States
and the Democratic People's Republic of Korea with the Peodplé's " .
Republic of China and the Soviet Union. Converging security interest
conflicts of the four major powers on the Korean peninsula are
constant burdens on the four major powers and another Korean War
would lead to the danger of a Third World War.

It is our understanding that you are deeply interested in re-
ducing tension and promoting peace on the Korean peninsula, and seeing
ultimate realization of a peaceful unification of the Korean
people. We are also convinced that you share our view that
peaceful unificgtion of a divided Korea via a permanent neutrality
guaranteed by the four ma jor powers and the United Nations is
the only feasible solution to the Korean unification problem in
the long run.

We know, the view that this is the only solution to the
perennial Korean problem is shared by many in principle. But,
it is difficult for this solution to be realized in practice.

Many peace- loving Koreans in both South and North ¥~rea have been
put in prison or oppressed by their two government for advocating
this formula of peaceful unification in the past. Nevertheless,

the Social Democratic Party in Korea will dguntlessly strive to
realize this basic solution of the Korean unification problem
overcoming the various difficulties and obstacles which lie ahead
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United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

August 11, 1987

Mis. Pokum Lee Lynch
42 Marivista Avenue
Waltham, MA 02154

Dear Mrs. Lynch:

Thank you for your letter of July 20 to President Reagan
expressing your concern for Korea. I have been asked to
respond directly to you.

The United States Government shares your concern for

maintaining peace in Korea. The premature removal of U.S.

forces from Korea in 1949, many historians believe, helpeéd
precipitate the 1950-1953 Korean Conflict. As you are aware,

no peace treaty has ever been signed -- only the fighting, not

the state of war, ended with the signing of the Armistice in

July 1953. That a state of war still exists on the Korean
peninsula, and that families remain separated so many years

later, is indeed a tragedy, above all for the Korean people

both in the North and the South. U.S. military forces are

stationed in Korea at the request of the Korean government.

Their purpose is to help ensure that the horrors of war are not
again inflicted on the people of Korea. Our security

commitment has also served another constructive purpose: the

U.S. has helped maintain the defensive shield behind which the )
ROK has been able to develop one of the world's most dynamic -
economies, as well as take important steps toward developing a

more open, democratic political system.

The United States Government also shares your interest in the
eventual reunification of Korea. Reunification must eventually
come; 1 am certain that the ardent desires of the Korean people
for reunification will one day be fulfilled. However,
reunification can only be achieved by the efforts of the Korean
people themselves, who I believe also wish that it be achieved
peacefully and in ways that will not imperil the political,
economic and human rights of the South Korean people. North
Korea is a highly-regimented, tightly-controlled society. The
people of North Korea have no voice in their government and
lack basic freedoms, including religious freedom. North Korea
has one of the world's largest military forces, expending
nearly one-quarter of its GNP to maintain its military

machine. This imposes a great, and unnecessary, burden on its
people. North Korean forces are deployed in great strength in
an offensive posture along the DMZ. This poses a very real
threat to the people of South Korea.



First steps toward peaceful reunification must begin with
reducing tension and distrust; we believe the best way to do
this is for North and South Korea to develop dialogue and
contacts between them. We and the ROK have proposed a number
of practical steps to reduce military tensions on the
peninsula; these include the exchange of observers during
military exercises. Moreover, we strongly believe trade, joint
economic projects, family reunions, exchanges of
correspondence, and the linking of the ROK and DPRK by
telephone and roadway would all be practical first steps toward
eventual reunification. The ROK government has proposed these
steps to the North. Unfortunately, the DPRK unilaterally.
suspended dialogue with the ROK in January 1986. Since then,
though both sides have made various dialogue offers, the
North-South dialogue remains suspended. We hope that it will
be resumed and have recently taken steps to allow our diplomats
to discuss these matters with North Korean officials in neutral
circumstances in the hope this might facilitate better
North-South relations.

I hope you will find the above information useful. Again,
thank you for your letter of July 20.

Sincerely,

/7'“ p‘u' OH\-‘OF

Thomas P.H. Dunlop
Director
Office of Korean Affairs

ey
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Demystifying North Korea

Part 1: The responsibility of political life

By John Boonstra

Mention North Korea and what comes to
mind? Cold, . savage, inherently treacherous,
atheist communists? Those responsible for the loss
of loved ones who died in the Korean War? A
coiorless society ruied by a dictatorial strongman?
A Third World country of backward technology,
food shortages, and long lines of people scratching
to meet basic human needs? Political repression? A
police state? A place where religious people are
persecuted? Many, people say that all they know
about North Korea is what they saw on MASH.
Others admit that with all the other news and
problems facing us today, and with all the strug-
gles for racial equality, sexual mutuality, economic
justice, and international peace —who would take
time to even think about North Korea. After all,
North Korea is “‘the hermit kingdom,’" isn‘t it?
They are a reclusive, isolationist, private people,
aren’t they? They appear to be a distant Soviet
satellite and they simply do not invite access —so
why not let Korea continue to exist as an area of
mystery, fear, and imagination left ripe for
stereotyping and convenient categorization?

I had held many uninformed perceptions

about North Korea; the possibility of visiting such
a forbidding place was exciting. In preparing to
visit, | heard there was no place in the entire world
like North Korea, a country which prides itself on
self-sufficiency and individual creativity. A country
which is reaching out to develop foreign relations
that are totally nondependent; a country which,
contrary to popular thinking, is not a puppet state
of any superpower. ! knew about the political in-
stability in South Korea and the criticisms of USA
involvement in that country. | was eager to make
comparisons with activity in the North. What is go-
ing on in North Korea? What is its history since
1953 and what is everyday life like for the 20

million people who live there?

When I'm asked why citizens of the USA
should be interested in North Korea, I suggest four
reasons. First, as citizens and as Christians, we pro-
fess a commitment to peace, to an emphasis on
nonmilitary solutions to problems whenever possi-
ble. Korea is one of the most sensitive nuclear
flashpoints on the face of the earth. The entire
Korean peninsula is militarized to the hilt. The
southern half of Korea is loaded with over 1,000
nuclear weapons placed there by the USA govern-
ment as a deterrent and threat to the USSR. If the
USA is willing to risk a nuclear war through a tac-
tical, limited nuclear conflict in Korea, then we
had better understand what is at stake there.

Second, as citizens and as Christians, we pro-
fess a commitment to the human family, to the
preservation of communities of people as they
have evolved in history. Korea is a classic example
of a people whose cultural, political, and

economic autonomy has been violated repeatedly
by foreign powers. The USA has been cited as a
prime example of this kind of interference, not
only in Korea, but in many places around the
world. In Korea, foreign interference has subjected
communities to racial exploitation, cultural
genocide, and human hardship. injustice is a con-
sequence of foreign greed and militarization under
the guise of security for countries thousands of
miles away. Those of us who hold dear the prin-
ciples of self-determination and communal dignity
are confronted with serious and disturbing ques-
tions about the role of the USA and the history of
the Christian church in Korea.

Third, as citizens and as Christians, we profess
a commitment-to economic justice, to mutual ac-
cess to resources and job opportunity and an ar-
rangement of production that encourages creativi-
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ty. full human potential, and a meaningful life for
alt members of society. We have viewpoints about
the global economy. We are interested in the in-
ternational effects of our economy and in other
models of economic life, models which can in-
struct us in our search for a just way of working
and of consuming resources. Korea presents us
with both: South Korea, an example of the effects
of Western global economic priorities, and North
Korea, an example of socialist construction.

Fourth, as citizens and as Christians, we pro-
fess a commitment to gathering information about
the histories and actions of peoples and to active
communication with all of our species to build a
better world. Our attitudes about North Korea ex-
emplify the power of stereotypes and myths that
have been allowed to exist in our consciousness.
Our nation does much to restrict our access to the
people of North Korea. This restricts our search for
more data and truth about the human family and a
greater understanding of the forces behind inter-
national politics.

Background
The invitation to visit the Democratic Peoples
Republic of Korea (DPRK) was extended by the
Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the
Fatherland, in cooperation with the Christian
churches in the DPRK. Our delegation engaged in
extensive preparation through reading and con-

versations with Koreans. We made contact with
those persons responsible for interchurch relations
involving Korea, both in the USA and at interna-
tional levels.

It seems to me that the intent of the North
Koreans in allowing us such a rare and extensive
visit of their country was to alter their own image
in the Western world, especially in the USA. They
obviously want us to tell their side of the story as a
way to gain support for their understanding of
history —especially the history of the Korean War
and the events of the intervening years —and their
plans for the reunification of their country. At no
time, however, did they put us under pressure;
they were respectful of our disagreements at
various points.

Their desire for us to present a positive image
of North Korea to our constituencies back home
and to give a positive impression of the life of the

North Korean church and society appeared moti-
vated by a very real and profound fear, which was
evident everywhere we went. This is a fear of be-
ing drawn into a military conflict that would mean
another and even more devastating destruction of
the cities and the population of the DPRK. It is a
fear exacerbated by the presence of nuclear
warheads in South Korea and by large military ex-
ercises (“Team Spirit”") conducted by 208,000
USA forces, along with troops from Japan and
South Korea. There is much more to say about this
issue, including the question of whether there is
justifiable fear in the South of aggression from the
North. But suffice it to say that our delegation
became convinced that one of the purposes of the
military buildup in the South is having its intended
effect —namely, the creation of a deep-seated fear
among the people of the North, the leaders and
the citizenry alike. It is evident that in a rigidly con-
formist society where the media is highly con-
trolled the opportunity to create fear, whether real
or imagined, is simply a given. Nonetheless it s
our conviction that while the nature of the threat is
debatable, the fear which it has occasioned is very
real.

This deeply felt fear has led North Korea to
make friends with other nations, especially those
countries such as the USA where the threat is
perceived to be most volatile and potentially

harmful. Here | believe the church has a most im-
portant role to play. Obviously, fear exists in the
USA as it does in the DPRK. it is evident that North
Korea is regarded with a great deal of fear and dis-
trust in the USA. Perhaps this fear is justified —yet
our stereotypes are not justified.

Everyday Life

The people of the DPRK, under the leadership
of Kim Il Sung, have totally rebuilt a physically
devastated country in the past 30 years. At the end
of the Korean War there were only a few buildings
left standing in Pyongyang and a very few villages
in the countryside. Now Pyongyang is a huge city
with nearly 1 million inhabitants. There are huge,
expansive, marble government buildings and
museums, high-rise modern apartments, huge
elaborate study halls, schools, auditoriums,
theaters, hospitals, conference hotels, sports
stadiums, health centers, shopping areas, amuse-
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ment parks, restaurants, and a most exquisite
marble-sided and chandelier-adorned subway
system. No stereotypical Third World images can
apply to Pyongyang. There was no evident dispari-
ty between people, no poor, run-down neighbor-
hoods, and no evidence of human suffering. It is a
beautiful city —wide avenues and boulevards, lit-
tle traffic (except for crowded buses at rush hour),
abundant greenery, lots of parks and rivers. We
saw no lines whatsoever —not for restaurants,
stores, subways, or theaters.

Most of the buses run on overhead electric
lines —there is much hydroelectric power in the
DPRK —although you still see gasoline-powered
buses made from old trucks. Trucks are every-
where, often people riding in the back. They look
like Russian or old Studebaker trucks, but they are
of Korean manufacture. Unlike China, North
Korea has few bicycles and almost no human-
pulled carts. Automobiles are also produced in the
DPRK. The names for the automobile models are
Victory, Underground, and Resurrection. The
name Resurrection refers to the resurrection of the
Korean people following the anti-Japanese war.

Although the two-week visit offered us a
measure of freedom of movement and brought us
into spontaneous contacts with people along the

way, it nevertheless was insufficient to justify firm
conclusions on the social, economic, and political

life. Still, | will chance a number of value judg-
ments, provisional though they may be. If one
considers the sharing of the country’s resources
among all the members of the society, one must
conclude that the DPRK has an egalitarian social
order. All persons are given an opportunity for
educational advancement, without cost, through
the college years; medical care of apparently high
quality is available to every person, without cost.
There are no charges for housing, medicines,
books, and most utilities; there are charges for
electricity and public transportation. There are no
taxes on income or consumer goods; there is only
a 10 percent difference in the highest and lowest
wage scales. There is equal access to day-care
facilities, theaters, sporting events, amusement
parks, barber and beauty shops, and the like.
With respect to living conditions, apartments
in the city are provided based on proximity to
work and size of family. All have t.v.s, with color
t.v.s going first to smaller families and single peo-

ple. Apartments also have radios, fans, floor
heating, and furniture. Most of the services —food
stores, restaurants, laundry facilities —are avail-
able on the first floor of the apartment complexes
and this, in part, accounts for the small amount of
hustle-bustle on the streets. Rural accommoda-
tions have the same essentials, but are generally
not as developed. We visited Kaesong, near the
border at Panmunjom, and were told that “While
we don’t have many of the fine goods found in the
city of Pyongyang, we do get basic services and
essential needs which we can’t produce in this
part of the country. But aside from that, what we
have is what we develop here in our own com-
munity. We do not want to be dependent on
Pyongyang for goods we can produce on our own
—even if they are of lesser quality.”

The educational system is one of the most im-
pressive elements of the DPRK. Like all countries,
the DPRK tries hard to infuse its way of life into the
thinking and consciousness of the population.
Children are particularly important and moldable.
Nursery and day-care centers are scattered
throughout the DPRK. In these centers children
are already learning about the quest for reunifica-

tion and learning the competitive and cooperative
integration ot sports, and musical talents. When

children attend grade school, they also attend
classes at the Children’s Palace, a huge complex in
the heart of Pyongyang, with smaller versions
thorughout the country. The Palace functions
much like a YM/WCA. Children go there to learn
everything from science, railroading, engineering,
medicine, and computers to ballet, music, sewing,
and cooking. | will not leave you guessing about
which classes the boys took and which the girls
took —the stereotyped roles were present every-
where. The Children’s Palace was a microcosm of
society —it was a marvelous example of mixing
theory with practice. There was an emphasis on
creativity, growth, excellence, and cooperation.

We also had the opportunity to visit Kim 1l
Sung University, of which there are over 180
branches throughout the country. The govern-
ment pays, of course, for all expenses while
students are at the university. After all, graduates
will spend a lifetime working for the government
that has supported them through school.

We visited the Crand People’s Study Hall, a
simply monstrous building, in which books,
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records, videotapes, and classes of all kinds are
available to adults. The point is that everyone is
encouraged to study at all times. The literacy rate
exceeds 85 percent. Adults are required to attend
the study hall one day per week. In the main Peo-
ple’s Study Hall, there are over 13 million books,
all computerized —any book can be secured by
the computer within two mirnutes. All rooms are
equipped with the latest SONY equipment, and
there are t.v.s, computers, musical and other
audio systems at people’s diposal. People are free
to study any discipline. This applies to agricultura
workers, industrial workers, and students. Every
room in every institution of learning in the DPRK
has a picture of the Great Leader, Kim 1l Sung, on
one if its walls. At the same time, we noticed that
the longer a person had been a student, and the
more sophisticated the adult, the less often was
the Great Leader mentioned in their conversation.

Every person is encouraged to use the health
spas that are located throughout the country. The
one we toured —the showcase, I'm sure —had
swimming pools, saunas, beauty parlors, and exer-
cise rooms.

The priority of children was never more evi-
dent than in the highly sophisticated Maternity
Hospital. Again, we toured the central hospital in
Pyongyang. The most advanced equipment of all
hospitals is used on pregnant women. The medical
equipment we saw was made in Eastern Europe
and Japan. In the area of medical care alone, my
feeling is that the DPRK offers a much more
equitable system than found in many countries
—including the USA. The quality of the tech-
nology may not be as high as in most developed
countries (although it is surprisingly high) and the
quality of professional care is probably inferior to
that found in the USA, but the technology and
training that is available is given to all irrespective
of vocation, financial resources, or position in
sociely.

incidentally, we were told at the Maternity
Hospital that there is no need for birth control in
the DPRK. For one thing, more babies are
desirable. For another, there are no unwanted
children. Marriages are all planned. There is no
sexual disease, and we were told there were no
abortions. The birth rate is 1.5 percent and the lite
expectancy is now 76 years.

Economic Development

Everyone in the DPRK is engaged in some kind
of work. Highest wages are never more than 10
percent greater than the lowest wages. They are
based on ““how much energy is expended’’ in the
task. Heavy industrial work is paid greater than
lighter work. Nursery school teachers may make
more than some university professors. We asked
whether ““‘mental work’”” was paid on a higher
scale than “"physical work,”" but were told that it
was impossible to generalize. The aims of the work
system are to increase skills in every instance.
Nobody thinks of the possibility of unemploy-
ment. If, in the state plan, an industry is automated
or mechanized, workers will be shifted to another
project.

This coordination is possible because of a
democraticallv centralized methad of establishing
economic wo... pians. For example, at a local fac-
tory we saw workers involved in an elaborate pro-
cess of assessing their productive capabilities,
worker safety issues, quotas, and so forth. We
noted that there is incentive built into the labor
process. The highest rewards are for the invention
of an idea that increases productivity or makes for
a more efficient production process. Many times
the reward is financial, other times it is a promo-
tion. Under the work system, management posi-
tions are intimately related to the shop floor —we
were told that workers and managers have mutual
authority in setting goals. The differences come in
areas and levels of responsibility. National coor-
dination of the economy means that companies
do not come and go from local areas and leave
workers stranded without a livelihood or in a situa-
tion where they must be supported by the state
because there is no work.

There are major economic goals in the DPRK:
1) to increase mechanization, 2) to advance forms
of chemicalization, 3) to reclaim tideland and con-
struct projects, and 4) to develop electrification
and thermal-power installations. We asked
whether everyone in the country had enough to
eat and were told to ask “What does the com-
munity say?”’ We answered they’d say “yes.”” The
consumption/surplus ratio is 3:1. We asked if there
were any reserves'and were told yes. The surplus
finances the construction of schools, hospitals,
and government buildings. We know much of it
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goes to insure an active military. We asked if there
were banks, if people had savings accounts and
could get loans. We were told yes and that the in-
terest rate averages 3 to 4 percent.

Primary trade relations are with the USSR,
China, Eastern Europe, Third World countries, and
some individual companies in capitalist Europe,
excluding Great Britain. 70 percent of all raw
materials are used internally. People believe that if
they use their own raw materials, the economy
will not be subject to rapid fluctuation and will not
encourage dependency. 98 percent of the machin-
ery in the DPRK is made in the DPRK. Industry,
like self-sufficiency, is glorified. They export
machine tools, tractors, electric locomotives, and
so forth.

There are two distinctions of class in the
economy: the worker class and the peasant class.
Workers contribute to a nationally owned, oper-
ated, and planned economy. Peasants, most of

whom are agricultural workers, work in cooper-
ative farms, which exist to protit only those who

are members of the co-op. In time, it is hoped that
peasants will see the value of nationally owned
and planned economic life and will elect to
change their co-ops to state ownership. The state
now sells fertilizer and machinery to the co-ops
without profit and buys back agricultural products
not used by the co-op at regular market prices. Of
course, the government is trying to educate the
peasants about a different conception of owner-
ship and the virtues and strengths of the phil-
osophy of ““all for one and one for all.”” To do this,
the government requires the military and state
workers to spend occasional weekends providing
assistance and work in the co-op fields. These
workers are not paid —their labor, in effect,
benefits and increases the profits of the co-op. The
point is to enlarge the peasants’ understanding of
“self-interest.”

All social organizations, unions, and political
parties are seen as having political responsibilities.
Whether it is the Youth league, the Women’s
league, a worker-based union, a community social
group, or a political party —the primary purposes
are the same: 1) to provide a means for participa-
tion in the decisions that affect everyday life, 2) to
provide a structure for continuing education of the
population, and 3) to provide better commumnity
relations.

Organizations and parties do not play an
adversarial role in the DPRK. Trade unions in the
DPRK never negotiate with the Workers’ Party of
the government on labor relations. We were told
that under the worker participation structures
within each work place this function of unions was
not necessary. This may be true, but examples
such as Poland will make most of us skeptical, or
at least more curious, about such a structure. The
important point is that everyone is involved in a
union and in some kind of political group. The
participation is not granted as a privilege, but is
everyone’s responsibility —and this is enforced. 1t
is extremely difficult to convey the feelings of
community and interconnections felt between
people about institutions in the DPRK. Concepts
such as democracy. freedom, rights, and liberties
are seen hoth in their individual and communal
senses. -

frying pan subscriber JOHN BOONSTRA is 2 seminary
graduate and church activist in Seattle, Washington, and
recently visited North Korea. As the director of the *‘Peace
with Justice’” dialogue sponsored by the Church Council of
Greater Seattle, he shared his impressions of the country,
which he has collected into an article for frying pan. Pant 1, in
the December 1984 issue, describes the social, economic,
and poilitical life of the North Korean people. Part 2, in the
January 1985 issue, examines their ideology, their govern-
ment, and the issues of war and peace.
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Back from

a ‘happy’
North Korea

By Marilynn E. Bailey
The Tribune

When a small church delega-
tion visited the Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea recent-
ly. Bay Area ministers Will L.
Herzfeld and John Moyer were
impressed with what they saw.

The delegation is the first non-
Korean church group from the
U.S. allowed into the country
that Americans call North Ko-
rea. Only a few dozen individual
U.S. travelers, mostly university
scholars, have been allowed en-
try in the past 31 years since the
U.S. signed a cease fire to end
the Korean War,  they said.

Herzfeld, minister at the
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in
West Oakland, said he was
shocked at the misinformation
United States citizens receive
about the DPRK, a Communist
country.

He said propaganda that the
country is a “menacing, ‘Red’
threat.” is “just not true.”

The U.S. presence with an es-
timated 40,000 troops and thou-
sands of nuclear weapons in
South Korea, supposedly be-
cause of the threat of an inva-
sion by the north, is not neces-
sary, Herzfeld said.

“We saw DPRK soldiers in the
fields with peasants helping to
plant rice,” Herzfeld said. “They
are not thinking about war; they
are too busy building up their
country.”

Herzfeld and Moyer were part
of a four-man delegation hosted
by members of the DPRK'’s
Committee for the Peaceful
Reunification of the Fatherland.

Moyer, a Presbyterian, is ex-
ecutive director of the Northern
California Ecumenical Council,
based in San Francisco.

The other two members of the
delegation, which returned June
11 after a two-week tour, were
John Boonstra, of the Washing-
ton State Association of

Rev. Will L. Herzfeld
‘Not a closed society"

>R o

Rev. John Moyer: Joined Bay Arca delegation of ministers for a tour of North Korea

Churches in Seattle, and Paul
Wee, the New York City-based
general secretary of the 600-
million, Geneva-headquartered
Lutheran World Ministries.

Herzfeld said the church com-
munity has been “intensely in-
terested,” in South Korea for the
past eight years because of end-
less reports of human rights sup-
pression and repression of
church leaders there and of
workers.

- The interest in South Korea
led the U.S. church officials to
study U.S. propaganda reports
on North Korea, Herzfeld said.

Rev. Gustav H. Schultz, who
visited the DPRK in 1981 and
the south in 1974, was the cata-
lyst of the delegation’s recent
tour.

Schultz, bishop for the Asso-
ciation of Evangelical Lutheran
Churches in the southwest prov-
ince, said conflicting reports
from the U.S. government and

the church community present a
dilemma for Americans.

“They don’t know what to be-
lieve,” Schultz, of Berkeley, said.

He said that while there are
some limitations on freedom in
the north, the south is more re-
pressive. And, he said, living con-
ditions in the north are superior.

He said many church leaders

. who speak out for democracy

28

and against South Korean Pres-
ident Chun Doo Hwan are jailed.
Church officials are also perse-
cuted for their fight for workers’
rights, he said.

South Korean workers are em-
ployed long hours at low wages
to provide cheap labor for multi-
national businesses, including a
lengthy list of American busi-
nesses, he said.

Herzfeld said bayonet-carry-
ing soldiers (South Korean, Jap-
anese and American) abound in
Seoul, the capital of the Republic
of Korea, or South Korea.

A joint military exercise, in-
volving more than 207,000 U.S.
and South Korean military per-.
sonnel, was held earlier this year
to test combat readiness, the.
combined forces reported. The
U.S. force numbered about 60,-
000. The annual “Team Spirit”
maneuvers began in 1976, based
on the two countries’ mutual de-.

fense treaty. :

In contrast, Herzfeld said the
DPRK is progressive, with free
health care and educational ben-
efits for its people, and is not the
closed society “we’ve been led to
believe.”

“We had free access to just
about everything imaginable in
the country. The two weeks were
packed with visits and seminars

Continued on Page 2,
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