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ACTION September 4, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: RICHARD V. ALLE

RAamanl~ Carrd A+ Dot mmen Mamma d aa o

SUBJECT:

Israel Prime Minister Menachem Begin, who will visit Washington
on September 9-10, wrote a book entitled White Nights -- his
memoirs as a political prisoner in the Soviet Union in 1940-41.
The book was published first in 1957.

The Soviet authorities arrested Begin in Lithuania in September
1940 for Zionist activities. Begin had been the head in Poland
of Betar (bay-tar), a Zionist youth organization which drew in-
spiration from the teachings of the Zionist leader Ze'ev Jabotinsky.

White Nights begins with an account of Begin's arrest and covers
his interrogation, his time in Lukishki prison, his transfer

to a frozen prison camp in northern Russia, his release, and

his departure from the Soviet Union. Though Begin was sentenced
to eight years, he was released, along with other Polish citizens
in Soviet prisons, soon after the Nazis invaded the Soviet Union.
Hence Begin served a little less than one year of his term.

In White Nights, Begin reveals many of the traits that characterize
him as Israel's Prime Minister today. He turned his interrogation
by the fearsome NKVD, the KGB's predecessor, into a negotiation by
refusing to sign his "confession" until the word "confess™ was
changed to "admit" (Chap. 8, pp. 90-96). Begin refused to submit

to his NKVD interrogators on
of principle; the dignity of
Begin's view, to that choice

Personal dignity and correct
Begin. The book relates how

this point because it was a matter
the Zionist cause was linked, in
of "admit" over "confess."

manners are profoundly important to
one NKVD interrogator, in a moment

of anger, switched from a formal to an informal form of address
to Begin, who demanded (and received) an apology therefor.

I have highlighted certain passages in the book. Those in which
Begin discusses his commitment to Zionism and his conviction that

"there is room in Palestine ..
Jews, and for peace" (pp. 64, 74-75, 240) are especially noteworthy.

Attachment
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ACTION September 2, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN

FROM: DOUGLAS J. FE ITH)»

SUBJECT: Begin's Soviet Prison Memoirs

In connection with Begin's imminent visit to Washington, it
would be worthwhile for the President to read portions of
Begin's book, White Nights, an account of Begin's imprison-
ment by the Soviets in 1940-41 for Zionist activities.

Attached is a memo from you to the President which provides
background to the book and recommends a reading of portions
that I have highlighted with a yellow marker.

As I was unable to locate readily a copy of White Nights in
the neighborhood, the attached copy is my own. If the President
wants to keep it, he is welcome to it.

RECOMMENDATION: That you sign the memo to the President
at Tab T.

Approve Disapprove
Attachments
Tab I Memo to President

(with book)
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WASHINGTON

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: RICHARD V. ALLEN /

SUBJECT: Begin's Soviet Priso

Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin, who will visit Washington
on September 9-10, wrote a book entitled White Nights -~ his
memoirs as a political prisoner ip the Soviet Union in 1940-41.
The book was published first in 1957.

The Soviet authorities arrested /Begin in Lithuania in September

1940 for Zionist activities. Be¢gin had been the head in Poland

of Betar (bay-tar), a Zionist youth organization which drew in-
spiration from the teachings of the Zionist leader Ze'ev Jabotinsky.
White Nights begins with an count of Begin's arrest and covers
his interrogation, his time jn Lukishki prison, his transfer

to a frozen prison camp in rthern Russia, his release, and

his departure from the Sovigt Union. Though Begin was sentenced
to eight vears, he was reldased, along with other Polish citizens
in Soviet prisons, soon affter the Nazis invaded the Soviet Union.
Hence Begin served a little less than one year of his term.

In White Nights, Begin reéveals many of the traits that characterize
him as Israel's Prime Minister today. He turned his interrogation
by the fearsome NKVD, the KGB's predecessor, into a negotiation by
refusing to sign his "donfession" until the word "confess" was
changed to "admit" (Chap. 8, pp. 90-96). Begin refused to submit
to his NKVD interrogafors on this point because it was a matter

of principle; the dighity of the Zionist cause was linked, in
Begin's view, to th choice of "admit" over "confess."

Personal dignity apd correct manners are profoundly important to
Begin. The book ¥Yelates how one NKVD interrogator, in a moment
of anger, switchefl from a formal to an informal form of address
to Begin, who demanded (and received) an apology therefor.

I have highlightdd certain passages in the book. Those in which
Begin discusses His commitment to Zionism and his conviction that
"there jis room in Palestine ... for the Arabs, for millions of

Jews, and for pedce" (pp. 64, 74-75, 240) are especially noteworthy.

RECOMMENDATION: /That you review the highlighted portions of
Begin's White Nights.

Approve Disapprove

Attachment
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July 20, 1981
Mr, Richard Allen, IIT
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC
Dear Mr, Allen:
This is merely a letter to express my personal view that it is long overdue
for our country to insist that Israel either seek agcommodation with the Arab
governments or give up the bountiful largesse that we have provided, I am mob
28 sophisticated as I would prefer to be on the issu= bubt I fimd myself in full

approval of Professor Richard Ullman's strong admonition for suech a move as was

suggested in his July 14 eolumm in the New York Times,

Many of us are unable to fathom how a mimority lobbyimg group camn so effectively
make itzelf heard in the Comgress and at the White House, My hunch is that there
are far more of us who, although supportive of a secure Israeli state; can no longer
accept that govermment®s intransigence, Mr. Reagan may very well discover another
tgilent majority" anxious to see our poliey earry eonditions of comservative account-

ability in our relationships with Israel,

Singerely,
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MEMORANDUM FOR RICHAF ALLEN
FROM: RAYMON_ __NTER AT
SUBJECT: Ml o~ am e la b —_—— T nmem 1T 2 e P = T oemmnn o~ 1 ¥

At the staff meeting this morning I promised you a memo
concerning the Legality of Israel's West Bank Settlements.

CcC:

In February 1981, President Reagan noted that the
Carter Administration had labelled the settlements
"illegal." President Reagan observed, "They are not."

The settlements are legal, but the issue is properly
a political question, not a legal question.

The USG has recognized no country's sovereignty over
the West Bank since Britain controlled the area under
the Palestine Mandate. :

The issue of sovereignty is open and will not be closed
until the actual parties to the conflict formally consent
to a peace agreement.

In the meantime, there is no law that bars Jews from
settling on the West Bank. No one should be excluded
from an area simply on account of nationality or
religion.

An ambiguous response concerning the legality of
settlements inadvertently causes more press interest
than either: 1) a finding that settlements are legal

or 2) a statement that the legal question is irrelevant.

Doug Feith

NSA# SINLTAK
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