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The President has 5887

S NS

February 10, 1987

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: WILLIAM L. BALL, III v\/#\

Subject: Congressional Letter

Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan sent you the attached letter,
along with a copy of a speech that he delivered to the American
Irish Historical Society. Senator Moynihan thought that you
would be interested in reading his views on the Anglo-Irish
Support Act of 1986 and asked for your comments. I have prepared
a letter of acknowledgment for your signature.






THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Date: 2/9/87

TO: MARY ANN

- FROM: KATHY RATTE JAFFKE
Office of Legislative Affairs

Attached is the Moynihan letter
that we talked about.
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January 22, 1987

MEMORANDUM FOR KATHY RATTE JAFFKE

FROM: GRANT S. GREEN

SUBJECT: Proposed Reply to sSenator Moynihan

In response to your request, attached is a draft Presidential
response to Senator Moynihan's letter on Ireland.

Attachment

Tab A Draft Reply to Senator Moynihan
Tab B Your incoming
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January 21, 1987

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR GRANT S. GREEN

FROM: PETER R. SOMM

SUBJECT: Proposed Reply to Senator Moynihan

The White House Office of Legislative Affairs has asked for our

help in drafting a reply to Senator Moynihan's letter to the
President concerning Ireland.

Allisoﬁ@girtier concurs.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the Tab I memo forwarding a draft reply to Kathy
Jaffke, Office of Teaislative Affairs:

Approve Disapprove
Attachments
Tab T Memo to Jaffke

Tab A Draft reply to Moynihan

Tab B Incoming from Jaffke

cc: Paul Hanley
Loretta Braxton



Dear Senator Moynihan:

Thank you for sending me a copy of your impressive
speech to the American Irish Historical Society.
I am always struck by your erudition.

As a fellow Irishman, I greatly appreciate your
efforts to expand Irish-American studies, and your
helpful work in promoting peace and stability in
Ireland. While, as you point out, we in the
government are doing our part, I also especially
applaud your appeal for private aid as a way to
enhance economic growth and job opportunities in
Ireland.

I also wish to congratulate you on receiving the
Gold Medal Award from the American Irish Historical
Society.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Daniel P. Moynihan
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510



January 13, 1987

MEMORANDUM FOR: GRANT GREEN
FROM: KATHY RATTr JAFFKE
SUBJECT: Attached

Senator Moynihan wrote to the President enclosing a copy of
his remarks at the American Irish Historical Society dinner
and asked for the President's reaction to his comments.

I would appreciate your assistance in staffing this inquiry
within the NSC for a short draft Presidential response.

cc: Records Management - FYI (ID# 446866)
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ADDRESS BY

Daniel Patrick Moynihan

on Receiving the Gold Medal

of the American Irish Historical Society

at

its 89th Annual Dinner

Waldorf—-Astoria

New York, New York

Thursday, November 13, 1986



In one of the chapters of Walden Henry David Thoreau tells
of being caught in a rainstorm one afterncon and taking shelter
in the hovel of one "John Field, an Irishman, and his wife, and
several children...." Field "worked 'bogging' for a neighboring
farmer, turning up a meadow with a spade or bog hce at the rate
of ten dollars an acre and the use of the land with manure for
one yvear, and his little broadfaced son worked cheerfully at his
father's side the while, not knowing hcw poor a bargain the
latter had made."

Thoreau undertakes to explain to his host the error of his
ways. It seems the wretch was partial to tea and milk and
butter and beef in conseqguence of which he "had to work hard to
pay for them and when he had worked hard he had to eat hard
again to repair the waste of his syster” and so through the
cycle of thouéhtless indulgence and ill-comprehended penance.

Given as he was to improving friends, neighbors, nations
even, Thoreau even so had not much hope for Field doomed.

A poor man, born to be pocr, with his

inherited Irish poverty...and boggy ways,
not to rise in this world, he nor his posterity...



Well, here we are at the Waldorf-Astoria, which would not
in the least soften Thoreau's disapproval, but might just alter
his prophecy.

It is the work of the American Irish Historical Society to
keep in mind such things. Our seal records the simple
proposition "that the world may know." A torch illuminates a
book.

I first visited the society's headquarterg almost thirty
years ago, at a time [Nathan] Glazer and I were writing Beyond

the Melting Pot. As I think back it was rather like visiting a

rectory of the time. Here is our description.

Fewer and fewer need...[an Irish identity]
in order to sustain their own....This

is nowhere more evident than in the
plight of the American TIrish Historical
Society...founded in New York in 1887

"to make better known the Irish chapter
in American history." There was certainly
a case to be made that the Irish had

been slighted, and the society set out

to right this imbalance with some vigor.
But little came of it. The membership

was basically not interested in history:
it was the imbalance of the present, not
the past, that concerned them. When this
was righted, the purpose of the society
vanigshed. Its journal, which had inclined
to articles by aspiring judges beginning
"while we know that an Irishman was in
Columbus' crew on his first voyage to the
New World...," has long ceased publication.
The society continues to occupy a great
tomb of a mansion on Fifth Avenue, with

a fine library that few seem interested
in using, and splendid meeting rooms
where no one evidently wants to meet.

How much change a generation and Kevin Cahill have

wrought. The society began, as have others for other groups, to



In one of the chapters of Walden Henry David Thoreau tells
of being caught in a rainstorm one afternoon and taking shelter
in the hovel of one "John Field, an Irishman, and his wife, and
several children...." Field "worked 'bogging' for a neighboring
farmer, turning up a meadow with a spade or bog hoe at the rate
of ten dollars an acre and the use of the land with manure for
one vear, and his little broadfaced son worked cheerfully at his
father's side the while, not knowing how poor a bargain the
latter had made.”

Thoreau undertakes to explain to his host the error of his
ways. It seems the wretch was partial to tea and milk and
butter and beef in consequence of which he "had to work hard to
pay for them and when he had worked hard he had to eat hard
again to repair the waste of his system" and so through the
cycle of thoughtless indulgence and ill-comprehended penance.

Given as he was to improving friends, neighbors, natiomns
even, Thoreau even so had not much hope for Field doomed.

A poor man, born to be poor, with his

inherited Irish poverty...and boggy ways,
not to rise in this world, he nor his posterity...



improve the present by celebrating the past. Its purposes.in a
large sense were political, and they had been served by the time
of my visit in the 1950s. But now a new purpose arises, that of
genuine ingquiry into the whole experience of ethnicity in

America, as witness our new journal The Recorder, now in its

second year, and our lecture series. Scarcely a year passes
without the appearance of important new work, much of it on the
Irish, that protypical ethnic group. Thoreau, for example, was
onto an early pattern of attributing sub-human physiognomy -- he
described Field's "wading webbed bog-trotting feet" -- to a
stigmatized group. Just recently Dale T. Knobel, in a brilliant

work Paddy and the Republic, traces the steady simianization of

the caricatured Irishman in ante-bellum American political
cartoon. Social Darwinism with a vengeance!

Just as the ethnic reconstructions of the 19th century
grew less urgent as time passed, so, or so it seems to me, true
ethnic history and the analysis of ethnic conflict has grown
more urgent as this century has stumbled across its blood-soaked
decades. When Glazer and I set out to study the ethnic groups
of New York we had in mind, or at least partially so, that we
were seeking to falsify the Marxist proposition of class
solidarity, especially of working class solidarity. This was
and remains the central organizing principle of Marxism, and put
plain, if we were right Marx was wrong. With the perspective -of
thirty years I would argue that others have since done more
powerful work but that essentially we were right, and that over

another thirty years this will hugely diminish the claims of



Marxism on intellectual adherence and quite destroy its
political force.

But in the meantime we shall see, as we are seeing, the
rise of ethnic conflict as the central source of instability and
cruelty and danger in the post-imperial world.

It happens, of course, the Irish, at home or in the
Diaspora, are not spared this agony, and I would wish to speak
to the matter Jjust a bit.

The events are well known. In the late 1960s, clearly in
sympathetic reaction, as a physician might use the term, to
events in the United States as a civil rights movement arose in
Ulster where a Catholic minority had for half a century remained
permanently disenfranchised, in terms of government office and
power, by a Protestant majority. It happens a Westminister-type
constitution will do that when parties are confessional and
majorities do not change, but that is beside the point. In time
violence arose on both sides and, in a pattern all too familiar
in Beirut and New Delhi and Colombo and Johannesburg, extremes
came to the fore and the nature of the conflict changed.

In Northern Ireland, on the so-called Catholic side a
particularly violent group emerged possessed, as Bishop Mark J.
Hurley has written, of an "assassination mentality,” and given
over to profoundly anti-Democratic methods and objectives. 1In
the old tradition, but a very new circumstance, private American
aid began to flow to this group.

The time came when someone here had to speak.



On St. Patrick's Day, March 17, 1977, I joined with
Governor Carey, Senator Kennedy and Speaker O'Neill in issuing a
statement on Northern Ireland.

We said:

We appeal to all those organizations

engaged in violence to renounce their
campaigns of death and destruction and

return to the path of life and peace. And we
appeal as well to our fellow Americans to
embrace this goal of peace, and to renounce
any action that promotes the current violence

or provides support or encouragement for

organizations engaged in violence.

On August 30, 1977, President Carter, who, I might add,
thought of and thinks of himself as Irish, joined us, stating

that

the people of Northern Ireland should
know that they have our complete support
in their quest for a peaceful and just society.

He added that if a peaceful settlement were reached there,

the U.S. Government would be prepared

to join with others to see how additional
job-creating investment could be encouraged

to the benefit of all people in Northern Ireland.
[My emphasis.]

It is hard to say and in any event not for us to judge,
just how much influence we and the many members of Congress who
joined us, and President Reagan who combined with us immediately
on coming to office might have had, but it is the fact that last

year the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland agreed to an



extraordinary enlightened and sensible set of principles

concerning the future of Ulster. There are three in particular:

Any change in the status of Northern
Ireland would come about only with the
consent of a majority of the people of
Northern Ireland.

The present wish of a majority of the
people of Northern Ireland is for no
change in the status of Northern Ireland.
If in the future a majority of the people
of Northern Ireland clearly wish for and
formally consent to the establishment of
a united Ireland, (the governments of
Ireland and the United Kingdom) will
introduce and support in the respective
Parliaments legislation to give effect to
that wish.

The agreement also established the Anglo-Irish
Intergovernmental Council to give the government of Ireland a
consultative role in dealing with political matters, the
administration of justice, and other affairs in Northern
Ireland.

The day the Anglo-Irish agreement was signed, President
Reagan applauded "its promise of peace and a new dawn for the
troubled communities of Northern Ireland." He then promised to
work "closely with the Congress in a bipartisan effort to find
tangible ways for the United States to lend practical support to.,
this important agreement."

On December 5, 1985, both houses approved a concurrent

resolution declaring their "willingness to work with the

President in supporting the Anglo-Irish agreement through



appropriate United States assistance, to promote the economic
and social development of those areas of both parts of Ireland
which have suffered most severely from the consequences of the
violence of recent years."

We have now made good on these commitments.

On September 19, 1986, President Reagan signed the

Anglo-Irish Agreement Support Act of 1986. This act authorizes

a three-year total of $120 million in cash contributions to the
international fund for Ireland to be spent in the North and on
the border areas of the Republic; $50 million is authorized for
fiscal year 1986, $35 million for FY 1987 and $35 million for FY
1988.

On October 28, 1986, President Reagan signed the
continuing resolution which appropriated the aid money
authorized for FY 1987. (Earlier, the President signed the FY
86 supplemental appropriations bill, appropriating the first $50
million in aid.) May I note that Canada and New Zealand have
since joined the effort.

This July Peter Barry, Irish Minister for Foreign Affairs,
said that "the U.S. decision to contribute so generously to the
(international) fund marks a high point in the history of the
relations between our two countries.,"

He is right. Over two centuries there has been more than

enough begosh and begorrah, more than enough brave speeches. (I
recall a line we used in the Melting Pot: " 'Meagher of the
sword' -- 'tis he will sheathe his battle axe in Saxon gore.")

More than enough shameful incidents as when, not three years



ago, the Cardinal Archibishop of New York was hooted and jeered
on the steps of St. Patrick's Cathedral simply because he was a
man of peace.

Now we have actually done something. If I may be allowed,
some of us have done something. Might I suggest that others
join in the effort?

If peace can be brought to Ulster by a process of
understanding ethnic conflict, then a great gift shall have been
given to the world.

And we are perfectly capable of understanding this
conflict and easing it. It is not a conflict between Irish and
English. It is between two frightened and deprived peoples who
must somehow occupy the same land. I know Camus said the same
about Algeria and was wrong. But it is true of Ulster.

First, might we hope that more private American aid might
flow into that land, much as private aid has flowed to other
parts of the world? President Kennedy started such an effort
through the American Irish Foundation and it should continue.

Second, in this city and nation of ethnic alliances might
we hope that some respect be paid by others to our concerns? We
who would not support -- or claim not to know of -- violence in
other native lands have the right to expect the same about ours.

Lastly, might we hope that the government of the Republic
of Ireland will face up to its responsibility to tell the
American Irish the true nature of their struggle and free this

community to live in the present and work for the future?
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In one of the chapters of Walden Henry David Thoreau tells
of being caught in a rainstorm one afternoon and taking shelter
in the hovel of one "John Field, an Irishman, and his wife, and
several children...." Field "worked 'bogging' for a neighboring
farmer, turning up a meadow with a spade or bog hoe at the rate
of ten dollars an acre and the use of the land with manure for
one year, and his little broadfaced son worked cheerfully at his
father's side the while, not knowing how poor a bargain the
latter had made."

Thoreau undertakes to explain to his host the error of his
ways. It seems the wretch was partial to tea and milk and
butter and beef in consequence of which he "had to work hard to
pay for them and when he had worked hard he had to eat hard
again to repair the waste of his system" and so through the
cycle of thoughtless indulgence and ill~-comprehended penance.

Given as he was to improving friends, neighbors, nations
even, Thoreau even so had not much hope for Field doomed.

A poor man, born to be poor, with his

inherited Irish poverty...and boggy ways,
not to rise in this world, he nor his posterity...



Well, here we are at the Waldorf-Astoria, which would not
in the least soften Thoreau's disapproval, but might just alter
his prophecy.

It is the work of the American Irish Historical Society to
keep in mind such things. Our seal records the simple
proposition "that the world may know."™ A torch illuminates a
book.

I first visited the society's headquarterg almost thirty
years ago[ at a time [Nathan] Glazer and I were writing Beyond

the Melting Pot. As I think back it was rather like visiting a

rectory of the time. Here 1s our description.

Fewer and fewer need...[an Irish identity]
in order to sustain their own....This

is nowhere more evident than in the
plight of the American Irish Historical
Society...founded in New York in 1897

"to make better known the Irish chapter
in American history." There was certainly
a case to be made that the Irish had

been slighted, and the society set out

to right this imbalance with some vigor.
But little came of it. The membership

was basically not Iinterested in history:
it was the imbalance of the present, not
the past, that concerned them. When this
was righted, the purpose of the society
vanished. Its journal, which had inclined
to articles by aspiring judges beginning
"while we know that an Irishman was in
Columbus' crew on his first voyage to the
New World...," has long ceased publication.
The society continues to occupy a great
tomb of a mansion on Fifth Avenue, with

a fine library that few seem interested
in using, and splendid meeting rooms
where no one evidently wants to meet.

How much change a generation and Kevin Cahill have

wrought. The society began, as have others for other groups, to



e

improve the present by celebrating the past. 1Its purposes‘in a

large sense were political, and they had been served by the time
of my visit in the 1950s. But now a new purpose arises, that of
genuine inguiry into the whole experience of ethnicity in

America, as witness our new journal The Recorder, now in its

second vear, and our lecture series. Scarcely a year passes
without the appearance of important new work, much of it on the
Irish, that protypical ethnic group. Thoreau, for example, was
onto an early pattern of attributing sub-human physiognomy =-- he
described Field's "wading webbed bog-trotting feet" -- to a
stigmatized group. Just recently Dale T. Knobel, in a brilliant

work Paddy and the Republic, traces the steady simianization of

the caricatured Irishman in ante-bellum American political
cartoon. Social Darwinism with a vengeance!

Just as the ethnic reconstructions of the 19th century
grew less urgent as time passed, so, or so it seems to me, true
ethnic histdry and the analysis of ethnic conflict has grown
more urgent as this century has stumbled across its blood-socaked
decades. When Glazer and I set out to study the ethnic groups
of New York we had in mind, or at least partially so, that we
were seeking to falsify the Marxist proposition of class
solidarity, especially of working class solidarity. This was
and remains the central organizing principle of Marxism, and put
plain, if we were right Marx was wrong. With the perspective -of
thirty years I would argue that others have since done more
powerful work but that essentially we were right, and that over

another thirty years this will hugely diminish the claims of



Marxism on intellectual adherence and quite destroy its
political forée.

But in the meantime we shall see, as we are seeing, the
rise of ethnic conflict as the centrai source of instability and
cruelty and danger in the post-imperizl world.

It happens, of course, the Irish, at home or in the

Diaspora, are not spared this agony, ané I would wish to speak
to the matter just a bit.

The events are well known. In the late 1960s, clearly in
sympathetic reaction, as a physician might use the term, to
events in the United States as a civil rights movement arose in
Ulster where a Catholic minority had for half a century remained
permanently disenfranchised, in terms o0f government office and
power, by a Protestant majority. It happens a Westminister-type
constitution will do that when parties eare confessional and
majorities do not change, but that is beside the point. In time
violence arose on both sides and, in & rattern all too familiar
in Beirut and New Delhi and Colombo ard Johannesburg, extremes
came to the fore and the nature of the conflict changed.

In Northern Ireland, on the so-called Catholic side a
particularly violent group emerged possessed, as Bishop Mark J.
Hurley has written, of an "assassination mentality," and given
over tb profoundly anti-Democratic methods and objectives. 1In
the old tradition, but a very new circumstance, private American
aid began to flow to this group.

The time came when someone here had to speak.



On St. Patrick's Day, March 17, 1977, I joined with
Governor Carey, Senator Kennedy and Speaker O'Neill in issuing a
statement on Northern Ireland.

We said:

We appeal to all those organizations

engaged in violence to remnounce their
campaigns of death and destruction and

return to the path of life and peace. And we
appeal as well to our fellow Americans to
embrace this goal of peace, and to renounce
any action that promotes the current violence

or provides support or encouragement for

organizations engaged in violence.

On August 30, 1977, President Carter, who, I might add,

thought of and thinks of himself as Irish, joined us, stating

that

the people of Northern Ireland should
know that they have our complete support
in their quest for a peaceful and just society.

He added that if a peaceful settlement were reached there,

the U.S. Government would be prepared

to join with others to see how additional
job-creating investment cculd be encouraged

to the benefit of all people in Northern Ireland.
[My emphasis.]

It is hard to say and in any event not for us to judge,
just how much influence we and the many memberc of Congress who
joined us, and President Reagan who cormbined with us immediately
on coming to office might have had, but it is the fact that last

year the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland agreed to an



extraordinary enlightened and sensible set of principles

concerning the future of Ulster. There are three in particular:

Any change in the status of Northern
Ireland would come about only with the
consent of a majority of the people of
Northern Ireland.

The present wish of a majority of the
people of Northern Ireland is for no
change in the status of Northern Ireland.
If in the future a majority of the people
of Northern Ireland clearly wish for and
formally consent to the establishment of
a united Ireland, (the governments of
Ireland and the United Kingdom) will
introduce and support in the respective
Parliaments legislation to give effect to
that wish.

The agreement also established the Anglo-Irish
Intergovernmental Council to give the government of Ireland a
consultative role in dealing with political matters, the
administration of justice, and other affairs in Northern
Ireland.

The day the Anglo-Irish agreement was signed, President
Reagan applauded "its promise o0f peace and a new dawn for the
troubled communities of Northern Ireland." He then promised to
work "closely with the Congresg in a bipartisan effort to find
tangible ways for the United States to lend practical support to .
this important agreement.”

On Decamber 5, 1985, both houses approved a concurrent

resolution declaring their "willingness to work with the

President in supporting the Anglo-Irish agreement through



appropriate United States assistance, to promote the economic
and social development of those areas of both parts of Ireland
which have suffered most severely from the consequences of the
violence of recent years."

We have now made good on these commitments.

On September 18, 1986, President Reagan signed the

Anglo-Irish Agreement Support Act of 1986. This act authorizes

a three-year total of $120 million in cash contributions to the
international fund for Ireland to be spent in the North and on
the border areas of the Republic; $50 million is authorized for
fiscal year 1986, $35 million for FY 1987 and $35 million for FY
1988.

On October 28, 1986, President Reagan signed the
continuing resolution which appropriated the aid money
authorized for FY 1987. (Earlier, the President signed the FY
86 supplemental appropriations bill, aeppropriating the first $50
million in aid.) May I note that Canada and New Zealand have
since joined the effort.

This July Peter Barry, Irish Minister for Foreign Affairs,
said that "the U.S. decision to contribute so generously to the
(international) fund marks a high point in the history of the
relations between our two countries."®

He is right. Over two centuries there has been more than

enough begosh and begorrah, more than enough brave speeches. (I
recall a line we used in the Melting Pot: " 'Meagher of the
sword' -- 'tis he will sheathe his battle axe in Saxon gore.")

More than enough shameful incidents as when, not three years



ago, the Cardinal Archibishop of New York was hooted and jeered
on the steps bf St. Patrick's Cathedral simply because he was a
man of peace.

Now we have actually done something. If I may be allowed,
some éf us have done something. Might I suggest that others
join in the effort?

If peace can be brought to Ulster by a process of
understanding ethnic conflict, then a great gift shall have been
given to the world.

| And we are perfectly capable of understanding this
conflict and easing it. It i1s not a conflict between Irish and
English. It is between two frightened and deprived peoples who
must somehow occupy the same land. I know Camus said the same
about Algeria and was wrong. But it is true of Ulster.

First, might we hope that more private American aid might
flow into that land, much as private aid has flowed to other
parts of the world? President Kennedy started such an effort
through the American Irish Foundation and it should continue.

Second, in this city and nation of ethnic alliances might
we hope that some respect be paid by others to our concerns? We
who would not support -- or claim not to know of -- violence in
other native lands have the right to expect the same about ours.

Lastly, might we hope that the government of the Republic
of Ireland will face up to its responsibility to tell the
American Irish the true nature of their struggle and free this

community to live in the present and work for the future?
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AMERICAN IRELAND FUND

34TH FLOOR
100 FEDERAL STREET
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02110
617-423-9866

Mr. William Timmons
President

Timmons and Co.

1850 K Street, Suite 850
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Bill:

The American Irish Foundation and The Ireland Fund have
agreed to merge to form the American Ireland Fund.

The merger creates an opportune time for the major
contributors from both groups to come together and celebrate
this historic occasion and renew their vows to generate
American interest and financial support to assist the people
of all of Ireland, North and South.

We have planned a two-day gala event in Washington D.C.
on March 16 and 17, 1987. We will begin with a formal St.
Patrick's Eve Ball on March 16 at the Willard Hotel,

Washington's newest showcase hotel. On the following
morning, we will usher in St. Patrick's Day as guests of the
Irish Ambassador and Mrs. MacKernan at their official

residence in Washington.

Please reserve these two days to be with wus in
Washington, D.C. to help launch our new organization and to
be one of the first contributors to the American Ireland
Fund. In the next week or two you will receive a formal
invitation with more details, so please make plans now to be
in Washington, D.C. on March 16th and 17th. We look forward
to celebrating St. Patrick's Day together in Washington.

~ P
Ao | vis

John J. Brogan A.J.F. Q'Heilly
President Chairman

U

I

1987






The President
Page 2
December 4, 1985

Given the historic role played by your office in strongly
supporting both The Ireland Fund and the American Irish Foundation, we
all feel that it would be most appropriate if you could formally announce
the merger and give it your blessing. Our notion is that we would invite
about 200 of our Targest donors toc Washington for a day of festivities
to concelebrate this marriage and to reinvigorate our supporters with a
sense of mission. We are certain that such a day would generate about
two million dollars in support of our work and your announcement of this
generosity wouid send a message o the entire country, und that this is
the appropriate way to hecome productively involved in caring about
Ireland and its people.

As I mentioned, any date in early 1987 would be convenient for
us. While March 17th is an obvious date for such an event, any day
prior to next March would be just as beneficial. The goal here is to
get your blessing in a public way for our new structure and our continuing
mandate to bring positive help from America to Ireland.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request.
Please do have the appropriate staff person give me a ring with any
questions.

Also, I do not want to close this letter without thanking you
again for your most effective and touching birthday message which you

allowed us to use at our Ireland Fund Dinner in New York last May. 1
will always be personally honored by that gesture on your behalf.

A1l good wishes.

Yours sincerely,

v J. F. 0'Reilly
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THE WHITE HOUSE E

WASHINGTON

December 11, 1986

RESPONSE DUE DATE: December 19, 1986

REQUEST FOR SCHEDULING RECOMMENDATION

MEMORANDUM FOR: ¥ PAT BUCHANAN MARI MASENG
LARRY SPEAKES KEN BARUN
JACK_COURTEMANCH AL KINGON
XXEODNEY McDANIELS BOB TUTTLE
% RICHARD RILEY PETER WALLISON
MITCH DANIELS JACK SVAHN

WILLIAM BALL

FROM: FREDERICK J. RYAN, JRW
PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENTS AND SCHEDULING

Please provide your recommendation on the following scheduling request:

EVENT: For the President to join with the Prime Minister of Ireland
in celebrating the merger of the American Irish Foundation
and The Ireland Fund.

DATE: Early 1987.
LOCATION: Washington, D.C.

Additional information concerning this event is attached.

YOUR RECOMMENDATION:

Accept Regret Surrogate Message
Priority Video
Routine Written

If your recommendation is to accept, please cite reasons below:

%Zl%" e Lh17&E %?0/4,_

Franklin L. Lavin

Deputy Executive Secretary
PLEASE RETURN TO SANDY WARFIELD IN OEOB, ROOM 182 BY THE
RESPONSE DUE DATE ABOVE SO THAT YOUR COMMENTS MAY BE
CONSIDERED AS WE PROCEED WITH THIS REQUEST. THANK YOU.




December 4, 1986

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President,

Please accept this formal request that you join with the Prime
Minister of Ireland in announcing the merger of two organizations which
together have helped conscientious Americans promote peace and other
charitable works in Ireland. The two organizations are the American
Irish Foundation and The Ireland Fund, which have just voted to merge to
create one vehicle for this purpose. It is our unanimous hope and desire
that you will do us the great honor of formally announcing this merger
on an appropriate date in early 1937 1in Washington. ‘

As both you and Prime Minister FitzGerald have so aptly stated,
for too long now Irish Americans with the best of intentions have been
frustrated by the confusing array of organizations pretending to promote
peace in that troubled country. Irish Americans feel very deeply, as
you and I both do, the need to preserve the great traditions of Ireland.
Americans want to be helpful but, more importan.ly, Americans want to do
the right thing for all of Ireland, North and Scuth.

The American Irish Foundation was, as you may remember, founded
kv the President of the United States and the President of Ireland in
363 during President Kennedy's visit te that island. The AIF have made
a lasting contribution to the people of Ireland, particularly in the
areas of education, cultural preservation, and agricultural and medical
research, to name just a few. The Ireland Tund was formed in 1976 to
reach out to Americans to enlist their support for traditional charities,
as well as peace and reconciliation efforts in the North of [reland.
While the two organizations have worked in concert, there has nften been
overlap and unnecessary diplication In 1ignt ~f the sim:larities, if
not identities, in both purposes and methods, the two groups, at the
urging of the Ambassadors of the Unit-d S.a.e .nd ir-l.ind, have just
approved a merger under the new name of tho American [reland Fund. It
is our profound hope that this wili strengther  .r mutual erfor.s and
add- needed clarity to the appeals to all Ameracans.



The President
Page 2
December 4, 1986

Given the historic role played by your office in strongly
supporting both The Ireland Fund and the American Irish Foundation, we
all feel that it would be most appropriate if you could formally announce
the merger and give it your blessing. Our notion is that we would invite
about 200 of our largest donors to Washington for a day of festivities
to concelebrate this marriage and to reinvigorate our supporters with a
sense of mission. We are certain that such a day would generate about
two million dollars in support of our work and your announcement of this
generosity wouid send a message 0 the entire country, und that this is
the appropriate way to hecome productively involved in caring about
Ireland and its people.

As I mentioned, any date in early 1987 would be convenient for
us. MWhile March 17th is an obvious date for such an event, any day
prior to next March would be just as beneficial. The goal here is to
get your blessing in a pubiic way for our new structure and our continuing
mandate to bring positive help from America to Ireland.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of:th#s request.
Please do have the appropriate stafr person give me a ring with any
guestions. e

Also, I do not want to close this letter without thanking you
again for your most effective and touching birthday message which you
allowed us to use at our Ireiland Fund Dinner in New York last May. I
will always be personally honored by that gjesture on your behalf.

A1l good wishes.

A
Yours sincerely,

[
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Ermthony J. F. 0'Reilly
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