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jo)November, 1985. 

Oifig an Taoisigh 
Office of the Taoiseach 

The Honorable Robert C. McFarlane, 
Assistant to the President, 
The White House, 
Washington, D.C., 20500. 

Dear Mr. Mcfarlane, 

NOV 2 6 1985. 

I wish to thank you on my own behalf and on behalf of the 
Irish Government for all you did to make possible the 
swift and generous response which the President made this 
morning together with Speaker O'Neill in support of the 
Anglo-Irish Agreement which Margaret Thatcher and I signed 
today in Northern Ireland. We genuinely appreciate the time 
and care which you and your staff took to ensure that this 
support was forthcoming at precisely the right moment. I am 
very conscious that this is a most important time for the 
United States and for you personally as a member of the 
Administration on the eve of the Geneva Summit. Our 
gratitude and appreciation for your efforts therefore 
are all the greater for this reason too. 

May I wish you every success in Geneva. 

Yours sincerely, 

inister). 

Oifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2. 
Office of the Taoiseach, Government Buildings, Dublin 2. 

__.._ -
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/ /v:i November, 1985. 

The President, 
The White House, 
ifashington DC. 

Dear Mr. President, 

Oifig an Taoisigh 
Office of the Taoiseach 

8535546 

I wish to convey to you my heartfelt gratitude and that 
of the Government of Iieland for the generous and prompt 
support which you gave this morning to the Anglo-Irish 
Agreement which Margaret Thatcher and I signed today in 
Northern Ireland. It is a source of great encouragement 
to us all in our efforts to bring peace and stability 
to Northern Ireland and to foster a new and closer 
relationship between the two Irish traditions to know that 
you, Mr. President, and Speaker O'Neill support us 
wholeheartedly in this endeavour. This is a very important 
time for you too and for America and we are all the more 
conscious therefore of the gesture which you made on the 
eve of your departure for Geneva. 

May I and my Government offer you our sincere good wishes 
for the success of your meeting with Mr. Gorbachev. 

of Ireland). 
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AMDASAID NA HEIREANN 

(202) 462•3939 

November 15 1985 

My dear Mr President 

EMBASSY OF IRELAND 

2234 MASSACHUSETTS AVE,, N. w. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20008 

I have been asked by Dr Ga rret FitzGerald, Taoiseach, to 

forward you the attached message. 

I would also like to add a word of sincere thanks for your 

generous support of this agreement and my best wishes for 

a successful meeting in Geneva . 

I have the honor to be , Mr President , 

Yours sincerely 

Padraic N MacKernan 
Ambassador of Ireland 

The President 
The White House 
WASHINGTON DC 20500 



The President 
The White House 
Washington DC 

Dear Mr President 

I wish to convey to you my heartfelt gratitude and that of the 
Government of Ireland for the generous and prompt support which 
you gave this morning to the Anglo-Irish Agreement which 
Margaret Thatcher and I signed today in Northern Ireland. It 
is a source of great encouragement to us all in our efforts to 
bring peace and stability to Northern Ireland and to foster a 
new and closer relationship between the two Irish traditions 
to know that you , Mr President , and Speaker O'Neill support 
us who1eheartedly in this endeavour. This is a very important 
time for you too and for America and we are all the more 
conscious therefore of the gesture which you made on the eve 
of your departure for Geneva. 

May I and my Government offer you our sincere •good wishes 
for the success of your meeting with Mr Gorbachev. 

Yours sincerely 

Garret FitzGerald 
Taoiseach (Prime Minister of Ireland) 

/ {I_ f Je1tf0 
59 ~-CD</ -a O G 

c+s 1 /,'-//tJ~ 



AM5ASAID NA HEIREANN 

November 15 1985 

The Honorable Robert C McFarlane 
Assistant to the President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
WASHINGTON DC 20500 

Dear Mr McFarlane 

EMBASSY OP IRELAND 

2234 MAssA.cHUSETIS AvE., N. W. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20008 

The Taoiseach, Dr Garret FitzGerald, has asked me to forward to you 
the attached message. 

On my own behalf, I would like to add a word of sincere thanks for 
all your efforts and those of your colleagues in helping to make 
possible this generous and supportive gesture on the part of the 
President, which we value very greatly. 

I send you my best wishes for a successful meeting in Geneva. 

Yours sincerely 

Padraic N MacKernan 
Ambassador of Ireland 



The Honorable Robert C Mcfarlane 
Assistant to the President 
The White House 
WASHINGTON DC 20500 

Dear Mr Mcfarlane 

I wish to thank you on my own behalf and on behalf of the Irish 
Government for all you did to make possible the swift and 
generous response which the President made this morning 
together with Speaker O'Neill in support of the Anglo-Irish 
Agreement which Margaret Thatcher and I signed today in Northern 
Ireland. We genuinely appreciate the time and care which you 
and your staff took to ensure that this support was forthcoming 
at precisely the right moment. I am very conscious that this 
is a most important time for the United States and for you 
personally as a member of the Administration on the eve of the 
Geneva Summit. Our gratitude and appreciation for your efforts 
therefore are all the greater for this reason too. 

May I wish you every success in Geneva. 

Yours sincerely 

Garret fitzGerald 
Taoiseach (Prime Minister) 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

C. F. 
Jfbi~b 

? I\ 
1507 

February 25, 1986 Cot:?ll 

NOTED /~l/6-d-
MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT : 

JOHN M. POINDEXTER 

PETER R. SOMMEf~ 

Your Meeting With the Irish Ambassador 

At Ed Hickey's request, you are meeting with the Irish 
Ambassador, Padraic MacKernan, at 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Februari 26. He will be accompanied by Embassy Political 
Counselor, Martin Burke. 

MacKernan will have two main topics on his mind. First will be 
Prime Minister FitzGerald's request to meet with the President on 
St. Patrick's Day, March 17. The Irish are hoping for a major 
event, to include a White House meal, and have even suggested a 
Reagan-FitzGerald-Mulroney Summit. State has not endorsed either 
of these suggestions and instead has recommended a 20-minute 
Presidential meeting (Tab A). State's concerns, which we share, 
are the constraints on the President's schedule as well as fear 
that a "Irish Summit" would undercut -- by excluding the British 
-- our central theme that the Irish aid package will be aimed at 
both Irish "traditions," the standard Irish euphemism for 
Catholics and Protestants. A Summit would also detract from 
Mulroney's visit. The Irish aid package and its status will be 
the other topic of major interest to MacKernan. 

Concerning the Presidential meeting, our 20-minute schedule 
proposal, which is currently with Fred Ryan, did not come up at 
last Friday's long-range scheduling meeting. We are pushing for 
an answer, but I think it best that you simply tell MacKernan we 
have recommended a meeting and the White House scheduling office 
is reviewing our recommendation. You may wish to add that you 
are confident that there will be an Irish event on St. Patrick's 
Day -- I can't imagine us turning them down. Given the Irish 
penchant for dealing exclusively with the White House, you might 
also say State will inform him as soon as we have an answer. 

I hope the Irish aid package will be on its way to the Hill by 
the time you see MacKernan. State has made its formal request to 
0MB. The package requests $250M over five-years. There is still 
uncertainty over how much will be cash. The package asks for a 
$20M supplemental in FY86 (which will be offset elsewhere in the 
budget) and another $20M cash contribution in FY87 through 
reprogramming. State is currently struggling to identify the 
reprogramming offset, which is the final step before 0MB sends 

CONF ID}iiNfIAL 
Decl:-assify on: OADR 



/ 
CONFID,Ii:N'l'IAL 2 

the legislative package to Chew for White House release. Other 
parts of the $250M package will include such programs as Housing 
Guarantees, OPIC, and EX-IM. To repeat, we still hope -- perhaps 
optimistically -- that the Irish aid package will be on its way 
to the Hill by the time you meet with MacKernan. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you draw on the above in preparation for your meeting with 
Ambassador MacKernan. 

Approve Disapprove 

Attachment 

Tab A State's Recommendation on Meeting 

Tab B MacKernan's Bio 

cc: Jack Matlock 
Ron Sable/Lynn Sachs 

... -~ 
CONFI))EN'TIAL 
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qotfl s1s 8604660 x R-8604659 

. -8603929 
Umted States Depar tment of State 

Washington, D.C. 

February 15, 1986 ~ 20520 

MEMORANDUM FOR VADM JOHN M. POINDEXTER 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Request for Irish Prime Minister's Call on 
President Reagan, March 17 

The Irish Ambassador has requested that the Department 
arrange for President Reagan to receive Prime Minister 
FitzGerald on March 17 for a 20-minute office call followed by 
an early lunch, for a total of two hours of the President's 
time. The purpose of the visit would be to present the 
traditional St. Patrick's Day shamrocks. 

We understand that the Irish would like FitzGerald, who is 
coming to Washington to attend a dinner honoring Speaker 

B 

O'Neill on March 17, to participate the next day in a three-way 
summit in which the President would meet jointly with 
FitzGerald and Canadian Prime Minister Mulroney. The Irish 
reportedly envisage the summit as a venue for the announcement 
of USG and GOC contributions to the international fund in 
support of the November 17 Anglo-Irish Agreement on Northern 
Ireland. 

Because FitzGerald had an official working visit in 
Washington only two years ago, we believe it would be 
inappropriate to seek an appointment with the President that 
would extend beyond the 20 minutes associated with the shamrock 
presentation. With Mulroney arriving on March 16 for his own 
official working visit, it would also be inappropriate to 
divert attention from that event by substantial high-level 
treatment for FitzGerald. As for a three-way summit, neither 
we nor the Canadians would consider it prudent, in the context 
of our relations with the British, to use an Irish Government 
visit as the occasion for announcing contributions to the fund 
promoting joint Anglo-Irish interests. 

We therefore recommend that the President agree to receive 
Prime Minister FitzGerald for only a 20-minute office call on 
March 17. 

. 
b"'Ni~~ 

Executive Secretary 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

CONF ID~lAL 
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ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN M. POINDEXTER 

FROM: PETER R. SOMMEf ffe-

February 25, 1986 A',.,, ZS
c,,z}LJ -

SUBJECT: Your Meeting With the Irish Ambassador 

At Ed Hickey's request, you are meeting with the Irish 
Ambassador, Padraic MacKernan, at 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
February_ 2..6.-. He will be accompanied by Embassy Political 
Counselor, Martin Burke. 

MacKernan will have two main topics on his mind. First will be 
Prime Minister FitzGerald's request to meet with the President on 
St. Patrick's Day, March 17. The Irish are hoping for a major 
event, to include a White House meal, and have even suggested a 
Reagan-FitzGerald-Mulroney Summit. State has not endorsed either 
of these suggestions and instead has recommended a 20-minute 
Presidential meeting (Tab A). State's concerns, which we share, 
are the constraints on the President's schedule as well as fear 
that a "Irish Summit" would undercut -- by excluding the British 
-- our central theme that the Irish aid package will be aimed at 
both Irish "traditions," the standard Irish euphemism for 
Catholics and Protestants. A Summit would also detract from 
Mulroney's visit. The Irish aid package and its status will be 
the other topic of major interest to MacKernan. 

Concerning the Presidential meeting, our 20-minute schedule 
proposal, which is currently with Fred Ryan, did not come up at 
last Friday's long-range scheduling meeting. We are pushing for 
an answer, but I think it best that you simply tell MacKernan we 
have recommended a meeting and the White House scheduling office 
is reviewing our recommendation. You may wish to add that you 
are confident that there will be an Irish event on St. Patrick's 
Day -- I can't imagine us turning them down. Given the Irish 
penchant for dealing exclusively with the White House, you might 
also say State will inform him as soon as we have an answer. 

I hope the Irish aid package will be on its way to the Hill by 
the time you see MacKernan. State has made its formal request to 
0MB. The package requests $250M over five-years. There is still 
uncertainty over how much will be cash. The package asks for a 
$20M supplemental in FY86 (which will be offset elsewhere in the 
budget) and another $20M cash contribution in FY87 through 
reprogramming. State is currently struggling to identify the 
reprogramming offset, which is the final step before 0MB sends 

CONFIQJill<tTiAL 
De_s;l'assify on: OADR 



CONFI~IAL 2 

the legislative package to Chew for White House release. Other 
partp of the $250M package will include such programs as Housing 
Guarantees, OPIC, and EX-IM. To repeat, we still hope -- perhaps 
optimistically -- that the Irish aid package will be on its way 
to the Hill by the time you meet with MacKernan. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you draw on the above in preparation for your meeting with 
Ambassador MacKernan. 

Approve Disapprove 

Attachment 

Tab A State's Recommendation on Meeting 

Tab B MacKernan's Bio 

cc: Jack Matlock 
Ron Sable/Lynn Sachs 

CONFI~E6TIAL 
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MEMORANDUM FOR VADM JOHN M. POINDEXTER 

Washington. D.C. 

February 15, 1986 

20520 

THE WHITE HOUSE 1 
Request for Irish Prime Minister's Call on 
President Reagan, March 17 

The Irish Ambassador has requested that the Department 
arrange for President Reagan to receive Prime Minister 
FitzGerald on March 17 for a 20-minute office call followed by 
an early lunch, for a total of two hours of the President's 
time. The purpose of the visit would be to present the 
traditional St. Patrick's Day shamrocks. 

We understand that the Irish would like FitzGerald, who is 
coming to Washington to attend a dinner honoring Speaker 
O'Neill on March 17, to participate the next day in a three-way 
summit in which the President would meet jointly with 
FitzGerald and Canadian Prime Minister Mulroney. The Irish 
reportedly envisage the summit as a venue for the announcement 
of USG and GOC contributions to the international fund in 
support of the November 17 Anglo-Irish Agreement on Northern 
Ireland. 

Because FitzGerald had an official working visit in 
Washington only two years ago, we believe it would be 
inappropriate to seek an appointment with the President that 
would extend beyond the 20 minutes associated with the shamrock 
presentation. With Mulroney arriving on March 16 for his own 
official working visit, it would also be inappropriate to 
divert attention from that event by substantial high-level 
treatment for FitzGerald. As for a three-way summit, neither 
we nor the Canadians would consider it prudent, in the context 
of our relations with the British, to use an Irish Government 
visit as the occasion for announcing contributions to the fund 
promoting joint Anglo-Irish interests. 

We therefore recommend that the President agree to receive 
Prime Minister FitzGerald for only a 20-minute office call on 
March 17. 

• 
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Dr. Brendan O'Regan 
The National Institute 

for Higher Education 
Limerick, Ireland 

M ,tv:{;.v-
Dear Mr~R~gan: 

/ 

. . 
United States Department of State 

Washington , D.C. 20520 

January 17, 1986 

I am replying to your letter of December 12, 1985 to 
President Reagan. 

We are looking at the question of U.S. assistance to 
support the Anglo-Irish Agreement on Northern Ireland 
at this time. We will keep your idea in mind as we 
review the most appropriate response for the United 
States Government. 

With be st regards. 

Sincerely , 

Ma~ick 
Director 
Office of Northern European 

Affairs 
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Co-operation North 

The National Institute 
for Higher Education 
LIMERICK, Ireland 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington D.C. 

Dear President Reagan 

Belfast 

Chamber of Commerce House 
22 Great Victona Street 
Belfast BT2 7BA 
Telephone 221462 
Telex 747538 

Dublin 

F1tzwllham Court 
Leeson Close, Dublm 2 
Telephone• 686790/762324 
Telex: 90168 

12th December 1985 

Thank you again for your kind letter of October 23rd concerning my paper 
on conflict resolution. 

Since then a much brighter future for all mankind has emerged as a result 
of the sincerity and friendliness of your meeting in Geneva with 
Mr Gorbachev. 

The future looks brighter also for Ireland as a result of your support 
for the Anglo-Irish Agreement. As in the wider context, the distrust, 
misunderstanding, fear and hate which exist in Ireland can be reduced by 
sincerity and friendliness. However, the legacy of deep-seated 
antagonism cannot be overcome without skilful organisation and persistent 
endeavour. This demands the organised endeavour of governments, private 
enterprise and voluntary bodies in the co-operative manner mentioned in 
my paper. The growth in British-Irish understanding and the non-governmental, 
pragmatic arrangements of Co-operation North, which continue to receive 
significant support from both communities, will help to develop new kinds of 
peace-promoting relationships so strongly encouraged by you. 

I hope you may find time to read paragraph 6. of the attached Aide Memoire 
which I submitted to the Honourable Tip O'Neill on May 2nd last. 
If this request were to receive your personal support, I feel sure that 
the results would be rapid and substantial. 

With renewed respect and good wishes, 

Yours sincerely 

Brendan O'Regan 

President: Dr Brendan O Regan Joint Chairmen: Dr Michael Killeen S1t Robert Kidd 

Members of Board: John Gaston Sheila Goldberg Dorothy Gordon Dr R B Henderson. David Kennedy Sid McDowell Joseph McKinley. 
TG McL1ughl111 Patrick Moriarty Dr Charles Murray Jack Nash T John Parker Gerry Quigley Harford Robb Dr Louden Ryan John Simms 

Chief Executive : Hugh Ou1gley 

Registered in Ireland with limited liability. Registered No. 72194. 



A I D E M E M O I R E 

For Meeting with 
TiiE HON. T.P. O'NEILL, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

CO-OPERATION NORTH/CO-OPERATION IRELAND - A FEARLESS WAY FORWARD 

1. The agony of Northern Ireland is rooted in fear. Translated into 
hatred and violence, that fear has: 

* Yielded a mounting toll in lives 

* Undermined the fabric of the economies of Northern Ireland 
and the Republic of Ireland 

* Deflected massive public monies to security from the resources 
of the Republic of Ireland and the United Kingdom 

* Paralysed the confidence which characterised the accelerated 
economic growth achievements of the Sixties 

* Created grave unemployment - North and South. 

2. The United States has generously indicated its commitment to a reso
lution of conflict in Northern Ireland. An undertaking to provide substan
tial economic investment is an incentive to the process of attaining peace 
in Ireland, North and South. However, because of deep-seated fears on all 
sides, that process is complex and lengthy and requires a broad foundation 
of mutual understanding and trust. 

Co-operation North/Co-operation Ireland is a non-political movement, 
dedicated to fostering mutual understanding and trust on the island of 
Ireland, at all levels, across the economic, social and cultural spectrum. 

3. Since its foundation six years ago, Co-operation North has drawn to 
its Council, its Boards in the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland, 
and support Boards of Co-operation Ireland in the United States and Great 
Britain, eminent people - united in dismay by the continuing tragedy in 
Northern Ireland. 

Its joint North/South Board and Council include many persons who 
spearheaded economic revitalisatibn in the Republic and Northern Ireland 
in the Sixties when industrial investment and tourism were achieving a 
modern Economic Miracle. 

Co-operation North is financed from a number of different sources. 
It is non-governmental but has been recognised with annual funding from 
the Governments of the Republic of Ireland, the United Kingdom and the 
European Economic Community. 

Co-operation North's programme has brought together people of all 
persuasions in Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland to collaborate 
in economic planning, trade, commerce, culture and youth activities. 
Cross-border studies of co-operation and joint efforts have been commissioned, 
seminars and conferences organised. In the past year alone some 15,000 
people and almost 2,000 group organisations and companies have been in-
volved in these activities. 

. .. 2 
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4. Co-operation North is very aware that its budget and programme of 

5. 

6. 

7. 

activities needs to be greatly expanded. 

Co-operation North is also convinced that this escalation of scale 
could be of fundamental import in overcoming violence and achieving 
prosperity in Ireland, North and South. 

Media sources have speculated that more than $500 million might 
become available from the U.S.A. in economic investment to consolidate a 
political. agreement. However, Co-operation North remains avowedly non
political. Its object is to foster co-operation in economic, social and 
cultural spheres and from past experience it is clear that much of mutual 
advantage can be achieved through joint efforts in these areas. Co
operation North's Annual Report for 1984 shows considerable progress on 
a small budget. Very much more could be achieved with additional resources. 

For example: from the income derived from, say $20 million, 
operation North could establish a series of small well-managed units, 
staffed by personnel from Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. 
These could create a new image for both parts of Ireland, and greater 
em lo t No h throu 

(i) Tourism Development co-operation 

(ii) Industrial Development co-operation 

(iii) Increased North/South Trade and Commerce 

(iv) The Irish Peace Institute which bonds together universities 
North and South (The University of Ulster, the National 
Institute for Higher Education, Limerick, and the Irish 
Peace Institute are already making advances in conflict resolution 
studies, focusing on Co-operation North's experience, and the 
experience of reconciliation in Europe initiated by the 
Marshall Plan.) 

(v) Science/Technology co-operation and the promotion of joint 
endeavours in other areas. 

These North/South units would function under the co-ordinated super
vision of Co-operation North, and in accord with guiding principles which 
have stood the test of time since Co-operation North's charter was approved 

1979. 

8. Fear and terror have produced twin evils in Ireland - Unemployment and 
Violence. The end product is demoralisation, and a seriously undermined 
image for an island which significantly relies on overseas investment and 
tourism to restore its economic growth momentum. A new image and a new 
beginning can be created for both North and South by a dynamic working 
together in ways which do not threaten either tradition. 

9. Co-operation North is convinced that the idea of North/South Co-
operation has already taken root. Its proposals for expansion to a more 
telling scale are backed by the genuine conviction that understanding 
through co-operation can now flourish and shape an environment of mutual 
trust which will secure peace and prosperity in both parts of Ireland. 

BRENDAN O' REGAN 

May :/.N'J> 1985. 
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Co-operation North 

The National Institute 
for Hi gher Education 
LIMERICK, Ireland 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington D.C. 

Dear President Reagan 

Belfast Co CJ 7-? 

Dublin. 

12th December 1985 

Thank you again for your kind letter of October 23rd concerning my paper 
on conflict resolution. 

Since then a much brighter future for all mankind has emerged as a result 
of the sincerity and friendliness of your meeting in Geneva with 
Mr Gorbachev. 

The future looks brighter also for Ireland as a result of your support 
for the Anglo-Irish Agreement. As in the wider context, the distrust, 
misunderstanding , fear and hate which exist in Ireland can be reduced by 
sincerity and friendliness. However, the l egacy of deep-seated 
antagonism cannot be overcome without skilful organisation and persistent 
endeavour. This demands the organised endeavour of governments, private 
enterprise and voluntary bodies in the co-operative manner mentioned in 
my paper. The growth in British-Irish understanding and the non-governmenta l, 
pragmatic arrangements of Co- operation North, which continue to receive 
significant support fr om both communities, will help to develop new kinds of 
peace-promoting relationships so strongly encouraged by you. 

I hope you may find time to read paragraph 6. of the attached Aide Memoire 
which I submitted to the Honoura ble Tip O'Neill on May 2nd last. 
If this request were to receive your personal support, I feel sure that 
the results would be rapid and substantial. 

With renewed respect and good wishes , 

Yours sincerely 

... 

Bre ndan O'Regan 

·,HJ : n t: ; .-- ,nt C !1.-11rr nt.' 11 : 
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CARDINAL'S RESIDENCE 
2101 COMMONWEAL TH AVENUE 

BRIGHTON. MASSACHUSETTS 02135 

January 4, 1986 

)JJ ear Mr. President: 

L>~ Along with many other United States' Catholics, I encourage strongl _ th 
iIUL.e~xm~nt of private resources in Ireland, North and south. This seems one 
of the best ways in which -we can ·help toward~ ommunal~ eco~ciliation in that 
troubled country, especially in the North where the recent Anglo-Irish 
Agreement has created new opportunities to resolve this ancient quarrel. 

A persistent concern which many U.S. Citizens have, and one which I share, has 
to do with the apparent discriminatory employment practices in the North. For 
this reason, I found it a very creative move for peace in Northern Ireland 
that the u.s. Government, earlier this year, awarded a contract to the Short 
Brothers airframe company to supply some military aircraft to u.s. forces, and 
made the contract contingent on fair employment practices to be monitored by 
the Fair Employment Agency of Nothern Ireland, whose excellent record is 
documented. 

At present, the implementation of that fair employment proviso is endangered 
by what purports to be a jurisdictional dispute among trade unions, but which 
is actually a concerted attack on the non-discrimination features of the 
contact. Very responsible Nothern Ireland catholics report to me that this 
contract is an important symbol of fairness in the province, and that if it 
were allowed to be evaded, the U.S. Government's effort to create new jobs on 
a non-discriminatory basis would become a mockery, and contribute only to 
disillusionment. 

This attack on the integrity of the American Government contact comes just at 
the time when the second phase of the contract is to be signed. It seems 
important to me, therefore, that our Government show that it is watching, 
indicate the seriousness with which it regards the fair employment provision 
of the contract and insist on its implementation. By doing so, we would 
strengthen the authority of the Fair Employment Agency and all those in 
government in Northern Ireland who strive to promote its purposes. This would 
also enable me, other American Catholics and interested citizens to encourage 
private investors from this country to play their part in the restoration of 
the economy in both parts of Ireland. I do not doubt that this could have 
great effect. 

Your active interest in this matter, Mr President, will be critical in moving 
this matter significantly forward. 

With cordial best wishes for the New Year for you, your wife and all those 
whom you hold dear, and asking God's blessing upon you, I am 
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For r e::::sons you will u~der-.;ter,<l b;_1 tter tbrn 1-m voree 
) )l&i,_sl_J.::/({ else. I um especially delighted to send greetings to 

v _ e~~yon€ at the High T~& of the American Irish 
E,.,,~.~~ ... t•0n 6,/-::l._ le ~,H!cl 1· ,,.+ ,,.,., ·1··0· .1·n -i n tht.·' h,)11 01" 
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• lt~l<.1nd • .f9i}li~ ... cont.rib u1ims. .to .. c.or0i~l ~ebtio!1s 
between the two :nntions • 

.., ~·- - - - • > • - - ·- - • - . - • 

In the tre:dition of Presid-e:;.t John F • .Kennedy and 
Prcside'1.t F,~;:110n De .Valera, who tog-E:ther launcht:>d 
the Ameri~.n~ Irish Foundation, I encoura~e private 
citizens to build up those institutions -- cultural. 
educAtio:-;al <lnd ir1. social sc:rvic~e -- which ke-Bp t he 
Irish herifa:r,e g r een . l encour:.1g-'°- pride i n th<: rnen 
nnd wc!T!en of !:rehrnd '\.<?ho in such g-reat nurnb.::rs 
~nc.i 1r! such v:reat ~H,.~ t1su~~ contrit~11t~d to 0u-r 

n~thn' ::; enrichment. And ! pE,rtku1::irly 1r-:u-; t to 
r.?: f'C>Ul" J:\;--,~ Ae0 ~ric!1.~s tn k·t th 0 h- for (~i?,",, {,,.-;restm,:::,t 
<!:::: ~ v.c.c-'l.tion do1bry; fhd a :n·ofitable h,:,.v~n i.!~ 

Ire1;;.r:d. Ar: a -rc:ce:1t f'""" isitor to l.rel ;3;-id, T it~(JVl 

h()\~· wdl .<;JJP'l t ar~r! wel! bvBstc,! th.-,. t n101;ey ,dU 
he. 

~:!Rn C~{ joins G1e iri wishir:g- .:111 {if }"OU D. cia~t ta 
r':n,e,:c,ber, and every huppinf:!z r, . God bksA. 

SENT SPECIAL DELIVERY TO: 

lV1r . - B.arry .. .J ... Carroll 
High Tea Chairman 
The American Irish Foundation 
Suite 220 
2200 East Devon Avenue 
Des Plaines, I_llinois 6OOi8 

/ / 
/ ; .1 

RR· PP.· N~l ., A VH O reno P:Y>4 
c;:. iz:o~b$,>meiR_oj~ft(Reilly 191eob/ 

C. Kofte/P. R1Tey I CF 
EVE~T: June 12 
6/7 American Irish Foundation 
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Septe~ber 20, 1985 

Jfancy and I fh:nd our· warmest gr-t•13~1ngs to ill tl10se 
fill-th€:~e~Lat the . A_nnual Awa.rd Dinnor Dunce of the . 
~me~c11~1 Irish Fou~dation. 

Your organfaation was founded almost a qu~..rtor- century 
i:tgo ~-;ith a worthy purpose: to commemorate and pre
serve the historic bonds that link the Cnitcd States snd 
lrchmd. These bonds of w1dc?"standbg an d affection 
soor:1 to rrrow from year to yonr, r.o you must be doing 
something right. 

America has, indeed. b,jen abunda.:-itly blessed. b y the 
bedrock values of faith and family the Irish brourrht 
here. Th-?y brought as well th0se gifts of churn•·· and 
cou::-ar,e and ldncinesr. fer which they ere so well 
}:r.own . There is no field of hum <in endeavor -- from 
i3ports to the Krt ~ fo the pr0fo55ion~ -- in which the:,7 
l~S.'lC not left thr~ir marl:. I've 11e&:'d. tl1c:~,T cvon. h a\fe 
ur1. occb..sional ir!1pact i11 the °9'1orl<l of f.H)li.tics. 

Ar:.d su it is en th">3ly fittinr,- that :,~our four!dation 
should work to foster cultural, educational, n::id 
::.chntific prog-!'a□s to heighten MVHrcncss of the rich 
Irish herit3.f_:e to which so ms.ny Arr:cric:i.ns cun lay 
clain. a herltttge ..-;,hich has b-~,:;n [i boo:, to n.ll 
/l,moric:;.nr;, resardless of th'1ir ancestry. 

I job in s rdutb.ff th(• ma,; you hot1or . with you!:' 
fou:-;d:.,.tfon 'r, DiD1tinguishcd Let,de !'Ghip Aw ;:;rd thi s :crr:t:.r, 
Senf.tor Danfol Pa trick :'Joynih£,n. That I :1.r:1 willfri i.; t0 

d0 re b spite of the: dir.ag:rcemc:1ts WE 1rnve fro:n tir::e 
to tir;:e shows wh,1t a wondarfully 11.c,o(]-n;:;.tur-cc1 ,;..;; u. 

fr;rt;-iv·iri ~~ lot tvc Irishr:1er1 rr.: e.ll:l ~r\;. 

SENT TO: 

Bob Reilly to hand-carry ,' 

HR: CAD: reno P~.133 
cc: K.Osborn0/C.Ko::.-tc/C.Do~1ovo.n 94eob/ CF 
E\7:S:t-~T: Septcrnbcr ~O 
9/'!.0 Amcdcan Irish Foundation 

iDJ I J •.• 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

8 332 

~f79134 
ACTION October 18, 1985 ///6-· 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McFARLANE 

FROM: 

SUBJECT : 

PETER R. SOMME~ 

Appointment Request: Ambassador MacKernan 

Patrick MacKernan, I~eland's new Ambassador , has requested a 
meeting with you. It would be a genera i f n troa uc t ory meeting, 
but he will also surely want to g ive ou his assessment of the 
status o ~ the Anglo-Irish talks on Northern.....!£eland, and the 
prospects for an agreement. 

I have explained to his office how busy you are in this 
pre-Geneva period. They appeared to understand . 

Recommendation 

That you agree to meet with Ambassador MacKernan upon your 
return from Geneva . 

Approve Disapprove 



Bob Pearson 

William Martin 

John Poindexter 

Paul Thompson 

Wilma Hall 

Bud Mcfarlane 

William Martin 
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Dear Reverend Smyth: 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

September 23, 1986 

Thank you for your letter of September 2 to President 
Reagan concerning the Anglo-Irish Agreement and u.s. plans to 
contribute to an international fund in support of this effort 
to find a solution to the problems of Northern Ireland. I have 
been requested to reply on his behalf. It is the view of the 
Government of the United States, that this agreement will 
contribute to finding a way out of the political stalemate and 
violence that plague Northern Ireland. President Reagan hailed 
the agreement as a "framework for peace" and "an important step 
toward reconciliation". It is with these views in mind that 
the U.S. decision to participate in the international fund was 
made. 

I fully agree with your statement that Northern Ireland 
needs good investments that will generate employment. The U.S. 
is already the largest foreign investor in Northern Ireland. 
The U.S. contribution to the Fund will be used largely in 
support of increased private sector activity and investment. 

The international fund will be administered by a Board, 
comprised of United Kingdom and Irish members, selected by 
their respective governments. It is my understanding that 
private businessmen will play a prominent role. There will be 
a support staff to assist the two investment companies with 
technical assessments. The U.S. will be represented by a 
non-voting observer, who will participate fully in the Board's 
deliberatio~s. There is, of course, no guarantee that all 
projects chosen will be successful. However, the overriding 
criteria for investment selection will be a professional 
assessment that the project is commercially viable, as well as 
contributing to the goals of the Anglo-Irish Agreement. These 
safeguards should meet the concerns you raised about the 
application of our contribution. 

The Honorable 
Reverend W. Martin Smyth, BA, BD, MP, 

House of Commons, 
London SWIA OAA, England. 
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The U.S. c.ontribution to the fund is a tangible statement 
of political and material support by the American people for 
the objective of the Anglo-Irish Agreement - reconciliation, 
dialogue and economic and social progress. I hope that as the 
details of the fund become known and its operations begin, our 
expectations for the use of this fund will be borne out. 

Sincerely, 

~~t~~ 
~~gc~irector 
Office of Northern European 

Affairs 
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From: The Reverend W. Martin Smyt~. 
(Belfast, South) 

BA., BD~, MP. . . 'f).. l( j 5 7 

• 
HOUSE OF COMMONS 

LONDON SWIA OAA 

President Ronald Reagan, 
The White House, 
Washington DC. 

l'hon$:- Belfast 
0?3? - 3700:) 

2nd September 1986. 

• ' 
In the world of politics it is sometimes difficult to know what 
motivates people most, principle or expediency. Regretfully 
I suspect with favours done and elections pending the latter 
rules, although Paul did remind us that 'all things are not 
expedient'. 

It seems to me and others that the high sounding language of 
Tokio to combat international terrorism and your action in Libya 
have not been matched in Northern Ireland. In fact whether 
aware of it or not, in my opinion, the An lo-Irish Agreement 
has fed the flames of Irish republican terror with its undeniable 
international link and stoked the fires of loyalist reaction. 

You stand pledged to provide funds to support this a ree~ent. 
Northern Ireland undoubtedly needs good investment. We have 
had the charade of De Lorean and Lear Fan to mention only two 
that have not been good. What steps are you taking to see that 
the fifty million appropriated in 1986 will not be frittered 
away likewise? Or even worae, support Irish Republican advances. 

Personally I am doubtful if such finance is needful. If the 
British government had had the support claimed ove·r the years 
from the Irish Republic I s government in 'the fight against the 
IRA the roblem of Irish terrorism would have been resolved 
long since. Indeed if it had not been for the finances from 
Nor Aid and similar sources funding the IRA and the anti-British 
position of those like Senator Kennedy and Speaker O'Neill giving 
moral support against Northern Ireland as part of the United 
Kingdom I do not believe we would now be in our sixteenth year 
of urban terrorism. 

When one considers the social welfare needs of some United States 
citizens as a result of internal cutbacks and the manipulation 
of your International Fund with deductions from other more needy 
countries, especially in Africa and Asia I question what is 
the political motivation for the fund? There is no moral ground. 

. . . . . . . \ . . . . 
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I would urge a rethink of the position. Ulster people who per 
capita have been more generous in helping others than the rest 
of the United Kingdom do not wish to rob those in real need. Most 
certainly they will not allow such finances to deter them from 
their stated position of remaining separate from a Nation of 
which they were never a part. 

As a champion of democratic rights I would urge you to respect 
them on behalf of Northern Ireland. The Anglo-Irish Agreement 
has taken decisions from the people and handed them to a committee 
which does not represent them. 

You will remember that such a decision led to the American War 
of Independence. It is not without significance that many Ulster
Scots, Scots-Irish, played their part in that struggle. Their 
successors have a similar attitude today. 

Yours sincerely, 

W. Martin Smyth MP. 



. ' 

7 
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United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

November 25, 1986 

The Honorable Andrew P. O'Rourke 
County Executive 
Westchester County 
388 Crestwood Avenue 
Yonkers, New York 10707 

Dear Mr. O'Rourke: 

Thank you for your letter of September 17, 1986 regarding 
U.S. assistance in the restoration of the economies of Northern 
Ireland and the adjacent counties of Ireland. The President 
has referred it to me for a response. 

The United States on September 26, 1986 entered into a 
tripartite agreement with the Governments of the united Kingdom 
and the Republic of Ireland, providing $50 million to the 
International Fund for Northern Ireland and Ireland for fiscal 
year 1986. These funds were appropriated to the Agency for 
International Development and will be expended in accordance 
with the terms and conditions of the Foreign Assistance Act. 
The funds will go to projects in both Northern Ireland and the 
adjacent counties of the Irish Republic. 

Because the Fund, while chartered, has not come into formal 
being, the U.S. contribution was placed in a trust account 
pending the establishment of by-laws and operational procedures 
for the Fund. A.I.D. has communicated ideas on the nature and 
scope of the Fund's activities and will review the Fund's plans 
before the U.S. funds are released from the trust account to 
the Fund . 

The U.S. contribution is intended to demonstrate our 
support for the Anglo-Irish Accord agreed at Hillsborough in 
November 1985. We continue to believe that provides a solid 
basis for progress. Please let me know if my staff or I can be 
of further assistance. 

Sincerely, 

a 
oirecto , Intergovernmental Affairs 

fice of Legislative and 
Intergovernmental Affairs 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 17, 1986 
8632926 

Dear Andy: 

On behalf of the President, I would like to thank you for your 
recent correspondence regarding "Northern Ireland." 

I have forwarded a copy of ·your letter to the Intergovernmental 
Affairs Office at the Department of State for their consideration 
and direct reply. You should be hearing from them shortly. 

I sincerely appreciate your bringing your concerns to the 
attention of the Administration. 

Sincerely, 

Cristena L. ch 
Special Assistant to he President 

for Intergovernmental Affairs 

Mr. Andrew P. O'Rourke 
County Executive 
388 Crestwood Avenue 

I Yonkers, New York 10707 



• ANDRE\'/ P. O'ROURKE 

September '17, 1986 
\ ' 

388 Crestwood A venue 
Yonkers, N. Y. 10707 

Is 

f'1,, s ) ' Uon. Ronald Reagan 
~ \ J President of the United States 
\/ The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr, President: 
8632926 

You have expressed support for the new Anglo-Irish "Agreement" and pledged 
United States assistance in the restoration of the economy of "Northern 
Ireland." Please permit me to i_(!yJt:_~_Y-QUr increased_interest in Irish affai_rJ~..! 
I further most respectfullyinvite your attention to a letter from a bi-partisan 
group of 34 Members of Congress, led by Chairman Mario Biaggi of the Ad Hoc 
Congressional Committee for Irish Affairs, and including Senator Alfonse D'Amato 
and Congressmen Hamilton Fish, Jr., Benjamin Gilman and Joseph J. DioGuardi, all 
of whom represent Westchester County in W~shington, This letter, which I most 
emphatically endorse, u,rges that any economic __ aid~ to ... those six of the divided 
Irish Province of Ulster's nine counties· kri:-~wn as "Northern Ireland" be done in 
accordance with the terms and conditions of the Foreign Assistance Act_, 
especially with regard to the recipient nations respecting and protecting human 
rights. I agree that the United States must not underwr:._tt~ continued 
discrimination in British-occupied north-east Ireland. I f~iiher - rioncur in the 
necessity to eliminate both civil and state violence in "Northern Ireland." 
Unlike the British government, I do not believe there is any such thing as an 
"acceptable level of violence" in the community. 

It is responsible statesmanship to point out that the prospect of future U.S. 
economic aid to "Northern Ireland" should stimulate rather than retard the 
reunification of Ireland which is the sine qua non of a viable political 
solution. In this respect the economic incentives and the formula contained in 
H.R. 2597 are still the best idea yet advanced; until the British government 
decL:ires 1ts intent to remove itself from Ireland and from interference in Irish 
affairs, only symptoms not the disease itself can be treated, 

It is worthy of note that the 1937 Constitution of Ireland claims sovereignty 
over the entire island of Ireland, her islands and territorial seas. The 
principle of the sovereign independence of the Irish nation unfettered 
throughout the Irish homeland continues to enjoy the allegiance of Irish people 
throughout the world, including the Irish-American community. A stable Ireland 
enjoying "peace with justice and honor" (to quote John Cardinal O'Connor) should 
also be seen as a matter of enlightened self-interest for the United States and 
for the entire North Atlantic community, Please remember then~Taoiseach Charles 
Haughey's 1982 Saint Patrick's Day appeal to you in the White House; be mindful 
as well of your own family heritage. 

' • 

As Patrick Pearse, leader of the 1916 Easter Rising and President of the 
Provisional Government of the Irish Republic said so prophetically, 
"Ireland unfree, shall never be at peace!" 

Very truly yours, 

~~ 
County Executive 
\ \) o '-, .\ ch e , \ e c C..c• t-' , r\ t. J 
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The Honorable William Ross, M.P. 
Turmeel, Dungiven 
Co. Londonderry 
Northern Ireland 
United Kingdom 

Dear Mr. Ross: 

United States Department of State 

Wasliingtl?ri; D.C. 20520 

November 21, 1986 

Thank you for your letter to President Reagan concerning 
the United States Government's contribution to the 
International Fund for Northern Ireland and Ireland. I have 
been asked to respond on behalf of the President. 

The $50 million dollar contribution by the United States 
for 1986 is, as you correctly pointed out, an insignificant sum 
in comparison with the amount spent by HMG to administer 
Northern Ireland. However, our contribution is aimed at 
stimulating private investment and private sector activity in 
Northern Ireland and areas of the Republic affected by the 
violence and instability of the past 16 years. When viewed in 
the more limited purposes of the fund, it is a significant 
contribution to the economic life of both areas. 

There is no expectation that this ·Fund will serve to stop 
IRA terrorism in the short term. The goal of the US 
contribution is to promote economic growth and thereby serve as 
a basis for improved relations between the two communities. 

The British Government has placed a strong emphasis on the 
International Fund as one step towards a more normal and 
peaceful existence for everyone in Northern Ireland. We are 
very pleased to be able to provide tangible support for this 
goal with our contribution and hope that the result will be a 
beneficial one. · 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Ford Cooper 
Director 
Office of Northern European 

Affairs 
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L({; 3. :;;-~5" 
WILLIAM ROSS . M.P. 
Member of Parliament 
for East Londonderry. 

Turmeel , 
Dungiven, 
Co. Londonderry. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS 
LONDON SWlA OAA Telephone: Dungiven (Code 050 47) 41428 

October, 1986 

The United States Government intends 
injecting into the areas of Northern Ireland 
and the Irish Republic which have suffered 
most from terrorist activity a sum of fifty 
million dollars in the current fiscal year 
with further sums to be expended in subsequent 
years. 

It is clear that these sums are intended 
to bolster up the Agreement signed between 
the United Kingdom and the Government of 
Northern Ireland on the 15th November, 1985. 

If you take the trouble to inspect 
Government expenditure in Northern Ireland you 
will see that the sums ~entioned above pale 
into insignificance in relation to the total 
United Kingdom Government expenditure in 
the Proyince of about three thousand five 
hundred million pounds sterling per annum. 
Of this sum about one thousand million pounds 
per annum is a direct redistribution of wealth 
from other parts of the United Kingdom. 
This is because tax revenue in Northern Ireland 
runs at about two and a half thousand million 
pounds sterling, i.e. there is a short fall of 
about one billion. 

/It seems ..... 



2. 

It seems to me that the idea that the sums 
injected by the United States will do anything 
to stop I.R.A. violence or bring the communities 
closer together in Northern Ireland or create 
better relations between the inhabitants of 
Northern Ireland and the Republic is at variance 
with the facts of life. 

I fully understand the idea of placating 
or buying off the population which provides 
support for the terrorist but I would point out 
that such a policy is normally applied where the 
regimes in question are oppressive and where there 
are large peasant populations. Northern Ireland 
is not in that situation, it is part of an 
economically mature country living under one of 
the most liberal democratic systems in the world. 

The I.R.A., Like terrorists everywhere, 
have an idology and are not to be bought off 
with money. Indeed, their ideological committment 
means that terrorists simply have to be fought 
to a standstill. 

The terrorism emanating from the I.R.A. 
is not, therefore, a reaction against oppression 
but is rather the continuation of a battle to 
extend the national territories of the Irish 
Republic. Since this is the ideology on which 
the terr6rist Jhas built his campaign of violence 
the injection of sums of money from overseas 
only serve to confirm in the minds of the 
terrorists the view that the damage he has 
inflicted is proving effective. 

/In any ..... 



3. 

In any case it is my view that it is the 
duty of the United Kingdom to look after the 
welfare of its own citizens and territory by 
proper application of social, economic and 
military measures, not least on its own frontier, 
It seems to me that in general so far as is 
financially possible to do so the United Kingdom 
has discharged its duty with a greater liberality 
than most Governments in similar circumstances. 
The failure of the United Kingdom Government 
lies in the fact that they, like the United 
States Government, have not yet come to terms 
with or understand the real motivations which 
underlie the terrorist action. The United 
Kingdom Government has, at the same time, refused 
to act on the views of those elected to represent 
the people of Northern Ireland whose opinion 
has been reinforced time and time again through 
the ballot box. 

In short this sort of United States spending 
is so misconceived and misdirected as to be 
totally daft. 

President Ronald Reagan, 
The White House, 
Washington DC. 

Yours sincerely, 

William Ross. 
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