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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 14, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR BEN ELLIOTT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 
DIRECTOR, PRESIDENTIAL SPEECHWRITING OFFICE 

FRED F. FIELDING 
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

Draft Presidential Remarks: Luncheon 
With Prime Minister FitzGerald 
(3/13 - 3:00 p.m. Draft) -- Dropby 

'Briefing for--f7uerto Rican Leaders 
c" (3/13 2:00 p.m. tfraft) 

Counsel's Office has reviewed the above-referenced remarks, 
and finds no objection to them from a legal perspective. We 
are concerned, however, that the political humor in para
graphs 2-4 on page 2 of the FitzGerald remarks may be 
inappropriate in remarks for a foreign leader. 

cc: Richard G. Darman 

FFF:JGR:aea 3/14/84 
bee: FFFielding/JGRoberts/Subj/Chron 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 14, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JOHN G. ROBERTS~ 

Draft Presidential Remarks: Luncheon 
With Prime Minister FitzGerald 
( 3 0.-l...::...-3..:..0..0-p. m·.-- 9-ra-:ft+- -~@pb¥---.. -p"'~-"~-- _ 

J3J::-i-e-f-in.g--f,o.r---P-u e.J;' to,.,-Ri-0aB- -Le.a de.r .S .... _ . 
(3/13 - 2:00 p.m. Draft) 

Richard Darman has asked that comments on the above
referenced remarks be sent directly to Ben Elliott by noon 
tod~y. The FitzGerald remarks contain the usual blarney 
about Irish-American ties, a strong condemnation of the 
terrorists active in Northern Ireland, and a plea for an end 
to the "troubles." The remarks also contain, on page 2, 
some light-hearted ribbing of Tip O'Neill (who will be at 
the luncheon), including a reference to his ambition to be 
Ambassador to Ireland. I do not object to that reference, 
nor to the accompanying witticism in the first full 
paragraph on page 2. I do, however, question whether the 
subsequent three paragraphs of political humor is 
appropriate in remarks for a visiting foreign leader, and 
recommend raising this concern in the memorandum for 
Elliott. 

The remarks for Puerto Rican leaders focus on the economic 
recovery. The remarks praise the Job Training Partnership 
Act and urge support for a lower minimum wage for young 
people, enterprise zone legislation, and the Comprehensive 
Crime Control Act. I have no objections. 

Attachment 



Document No. -------

WHITE HOUSE-STAFFING MEMORANDUM cf 
DATE: __ 3/_1_5_/_8_4 __ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 

SUBJECT: DRAFT PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LUNCHEON WITH PRIME MINISTER 

FITZGERALD (3/13 - 4:30 p.m.) 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ McFARLANE 

MEESE □ ~ McMANUS 

BAKER □ (0/"' MURPHY 

DEAVER □ ~ OGLESBY 

STOCKMAN □ ~ ROGERS 

DARMAN OP ~ SPEAKES 

FELDSTEIN □ □ SVAHN 

FIELDING [V1 VERSTANDIG 

FULLER □ ~ WHITTLESEY 

HERRINGTON □ □ TUTWILER 

HICKEY □ □ WIRTHLIN 
HENKEL 

JENKINS □ □ 
ROSEBUSH 

ELLIOTT 

REMARKS: 

The attached has gone forward to the President. 

RESPONSE: 

• • 1t 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 

Ext. 2702 

□ 
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.... (Dolan/BE) 
March 13, 1984 
4:30 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: "LUNCHEON WITH PRIME MINISTER FITZGERALD 
FRIDAY, MARCH 16, 1984 

Mr. Prime Minister, Mrs. FitzGerald, ladies and gentlemen. 

I want to say how delighted Nancy and I are to have you and 

Mrs. FitzGerald here today, Mr. Prime Minister. I know you've 

been to America a good deal and you are well acquainted with us. 

But we are very proud that you could be our guest on your first 

visit here as Prime Minister. 

And we're especially happy to have you visiting at such an 

appropriate moment. Tomorrow is a great day in America, a day of 

bagpipes and shamrocks, a day when everyone is Irish or, as the 

saying has it, wishes they were Irish. 

In the United States, especially, the impact of the Emerald 

Isle on our culture and history is enormous. America is today, 

because of the Irish, a richer, brighter, freer, and, yes, a bit 

noisier country than it otherwise would have been. Virtually all 

Americans feel a surge of pride when they hear expressions like 

the "Fighting 69th," or the "Fighting Irish of Notre Dame." And 

so many of our great public figures are of Irish ancestry -- from 

the man considered by many as the father of the American Navy, 

John Barry; to our first heavyweight champion, John L . Sullivan; 

to the great tenor, John McCormack; to a couple of Presidents of 

the United States and, yes, even to the current Speaker of the 

House. 

In fact, the secret wish disclosed the other day by my good 

friend, Tip O'Neill, is an indication of the hold Ireland has on 
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all of us here in the States. This is a Nation where the Speaker 

of the U.S. House of Representatives aspires to someday be 

Ambassador to Ireland. Mr. Prime Minister, I was explaining to 

Tip only a few moments ago why I thought that appointment was 

impossible. And perhaps, knowing your countrymen as you do, 

you'll agree with me. Tip, the Irish aren't looking for 

speakers ... they're looking for listeners. 

Well, Mr. Prime Minister, the joshing we do here is in the 

best Irish tradition -- it makes light of what are sometimes 

serious political differences. But I think there is one point on 

which the Speaker, Senator Kennedy, myself and the other Irish 

American leaders here are united: our admiration for the efforts 

you are making to bring peace and stability to Ireland. We 

support your personal mission in America: to end the tragically 

misguided support of some here for terrorist elements in Northern 

Ireland. 

You know, Mr. Prime Minister, I was proud to learn that some 

of my family lines go back as far as the great 11th century 

warrior king, Brian Boru. But, perhaps like you, I sometimes 

wonder what our brave ancestors -- those who fought so gallantly 

over so many centuries against such hopeless odds -- what they 

would say about the valor of people who commit acts of violence 

and prey on the innocent, sometimes maiming and killing women and 

children. 

Your words have been very direct on this point, Mr. Prime 

Minister. You have reminded those in this country who provide 

assistance to Northern Ireland's terrorists that they are 
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assisting in violence and murder. Let me assure you that the 

vast majority of Irish -Americans join you today in condemning 

support for those who preach hatred and practice violence in 

Ireland. 

But there is another part of your mission to America, Mr. 

Prime Minister, which is perhaps more fitting to today's festive 

atmosphere and more important over the long run. And that is the 

message of hope that you bring us. We are heartened by your 

efforts to seek a democratic and peaceful solution to the complex 

problems of Northern Ireland. As we know, the high~level 

dialogue between Ireland and Britain has been renewed, and the 

groups promoting reconciliation and economic cooperation --

groups like Cooperation Ireland and the New Ireland Forum -- are 

also bearing fruit. For our part, we shall continue to encourage 

American firms to invest in Ireland, North and South, in ways 

which promote prosperity for both traditions. 

Some time ago a former American ambassador told me of a 

weekend retreat, where politicians from the various Irish 

traditions met together for a frank discussion of the differences 

that separated them. It was a good weekend. Those who had never 

talked of such matters before were able to speak and listen to 

each other in a spirit of understanding. On the bus back home, 

they laughed and sang songs. The spirit of friendship bloomed. 

But when they got off the bus, the spirit somehow seemed to 

evaporate. After hearing this story, I told our ar:nbassador to 

take them a message, and I think it bears repeating. 
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Mr. Prime Minister~ I express your sentiments, sir, and 

those of our own people, and of the people of both parts of 

Ireland, when we say to all those who struggle with the problem 

of peace in Ireland: "Please get back on the bus." 

From my discussion with you this morning, Mr. Prime 

Minister, I know how deeply you are committed to this effort. I 

assure you, the hope and prayers of the American people go with 

you. Peace and good cheer have never left Irish hearts and so 

we look to days of peace and harmony to come, when every day we 

may say what is said on St. Patrick's Day: 

o Ireland, isn't it grand you look 

Like a bride in her rich adornin'? 

And with all the pent-up love of my heart 

I bid you top of the mornin'. 

Now, may I ask all of you here to join me in a toast to our 

friend, Prime Minister FitzGerald, and to the warmest and best of 

friendships, Ireland and the United States'. 



Document No. ------

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: __ 3/_1_3_/_8_4 __ 
12:00 NOON 3/14/84 

ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 

SUBJECT: DRAFT PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ McFARLANE ~ □ 
MEESE □ ~ McMANUS □ 

BAKER □ MURPHY □ 

DEAVER □ ✓ OGLESBY ✓ □ 
STOCKMAN ✓ 

~ 
ROGERS □ □ 

DARMAN OP SPEAKES □ 

FELDSTEIN □ □ SVAHN 

~ □ FIELDING □ VERSTANDIG □ 

FULLER g/ □ WHITTLESEY ✓ □ 
HERRINGTON □ □ TUTWILER ~ □ 

WIRTHLIN 
HICKEY □ □ HENKEL ~ ROSEBUSH 
JENKINS □ □ ELLIOTT □ 

REMARKS: 

PLEASE FORWARD ANY EDITS/COMMENTS DIRECTLY TO BEN ELLIOTT, WITH A COPY 
TO .MY OFFICE, BY 12:00 NOON TOMORROW. THANK YOU. 

RESPONSE: 

1984 NAR 13 PH 3; OS 
Richard G. Darman 

Assistant to the President 
Ext. 2702 
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(Dolan/BE) 

March 13, 1984 
3:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LUNCHEON WITH PRIME MINISTER FITZGERALD 
FRIDAY, MARCH 16, 1984 

Mr. Prime Minister, Mrs. FitzGerald, ladies and gentlemen. 

I want to say how delighted Nancy and I are to have you and 
. , 

your lovely wife here today, Mr. Prime Minister. I know you've 

been to America a good deal and you are well acquainted with us. 

But we are very proud that you could be our guest on your first 

visit here as Prime Minister. 

And we're especially happy to have you visiting at such an 

appropriate moment. Tomorrow is a great day in America, a day of 

bagpipes and shamrocks, a day when everyone is Irish or, as the 

saying has it, wishes they were Irish. 

Tomorrow's celebration is only one indication of how much 

the physical size of "the little land across the Irish Sea" is 

exceeded by its influence. I think of the story told about one 

distinguished scholar who was listing the great figures in the 

English literary tradition and got through Jonathan Swift, James 

Joyce and Bernard Shaw before he caught himself. 

And in the United States, of course, the impact of the 

Emerald Isle on our culture and history is taken almost as much 

for granted. America is today, because of the Irish, a richer, 

brighter, freer, and, yes, a bit noisier country than it 

otherwise would have been. Virtually. all Americans feel a surge 

of pride when they hear expressions like the "Fighting 69th," or 

the "Fighting Irish of Notre Dame." And so many of our great 

public figures are of Irish ancestry -- from the father of the 
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American Navy, John Barry, to our first heavyweight champion, 

John L. Sullivan, to the great tenor, John McCormack, to a couple 

of Presidents of . the United States and, yes, even to the current 

Speaker of the House. 

In fact, the secret wish disclosed the other day by my good 

friend, Tip O'Neill, is an indication of the hold Ireland has on 

all of us here in the States . This is a Nation where the Speaker 

of the U.S. House of Representatives aspires to someday be 

Ambassador to Ireland. Mr. Prime Minister, I was explaining to 

Tip only a few moments ago why I thought that appointment was 

impossible. And perhaps, knowing your countrymen as you do, 

you'll agree with me. Tip, the Irish aren't looking for 

speakers ... they're looking for listeners. 

Actually, I know why Tip would like to be ambassador to a 

nation in Europe ... it's certainly the best place to meet 

Congressmen. 

But no matter what you may have heard to the contrary, Mr. 

Prime Minister, Tip and I get along wonderfully well. In fact, 

some people have wondered why, after very tough discussions in 

the Oval Office, Tip has come out and supported us on critical 

measures. Well, the truth is that early in the Administration I 

discovered something very useful: Tip gives up on the : 

twenty-second anecdote. 

Forgive me, Tip, I know you're sensitive about that. But 

you know how it is: I forget. 

Well, Mr. Prime Minister, the joshing we do here is in the 

best Irish tradition -- it makes light of what are sometimes 
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serious political differences. But I think there is one point on 

which the Speaker, Senator Kennedy, myself and the other Irish 

American leaders here are united: our admiration for the efforts 

you are making to bring peace and stability to Ireland. We 

support your personal mission in America to end the tragically 

misguided support of some here for terrorist elements in Northern 

Ireland. 

You know, Mr. Prime Minister, I was proud to learn that some 

of my family lines go back- as far as the great 11th century 

warrior king, Brian Boru~ But, perhaps like you, I sometimes 

wonder what our brave ancestors -- those who fought so gallantly 

over so many centuries against such hopeless odds -- what they 

would say about the valor of people who commit acts of violence, 

prey on the innocent, and sometimes maim and kill women and 

children. 

Your words have been very direct on this point, Mr. Prime 

Minister. You have reminded those in this country who provide 

assistance to .Northern Ireland's terrorists that they are 

assisting in violence and murder. Let me assure you that the 

vast majority of Irish-Americans join you today in condemning 

support for those who preach hatred and violence in Ireland. 

But there is another part of your mission to America, Mr. 

Prime Minister, which is perhaps more fitting to today•~ festive 

atmosphere and more important over th~ long run. And that is the 

message of hope that you bring us. I know you believe that the 

great traditions of Ireland are now working well together and 

will someday achieve peace and harmony in your beautiful country. 
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As we know, the high-level dialogue between Ireland and Britain 

has been renewed, and the work of groups promoting reconciliation 

and economic cooperation groups. like Ireland Cooperation North 

whose chairman, ________ , is here today -- as well as the 

New Ireland Forum, composed of your country's political_leaders, 

are also bearing fruit. 

I know that all true friends of Ireland, regardless of party 

affiliation, regardless of religious tradition, encourage this 

effort and join me in calling on all those concerned to find a 

just and peaceful solution to the divisions and antagonisms of 

the past. 

Some time ago a former American ambassador told me of a 

weekend retreat, where politicians from the various Irish 

traditions met together for a frank discussion of the differences 

that separated them. It was a good weekend. Men and women who 

had never talked of such matters before were able to speak and 

listen to each other in a spirit of understanding. On the bus 

back to Belfast, they laughed and sang songs. The spirit of· 

friendship bloomed. But when they got off the bus in Belfast, 

the spirit somehow seemed to evaporate in the air of the city. 

After hearing this story, I told our Ambassador to take them a 

message, and I think it bears repeating. 

Now, Mr. Prime Minister, we Americans have no business 

prescribing solutions to age-old problems that can be worked out 

only by the people and the government directly involved. But, I 

think we express your sentiments, sir, and those of our own 

people, and of the people of Ireland and Northern Ireland, when 
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we say to all those who struggle with the problem of peace in 

Ireland: "Please get back on the bus." 

From my discussion with you this morning, Mr. Prime 

Minister, I know how deeply you are committed to this effort. I 

assure you, the hope and prayers of the American people go with 

you. Peace and good cheer have never left Irish hearts and so 

we look to days of peace and harmony to come, when every day we 

may say what is said on St. Patrick's Day: 

0 Ireland, isn't it grand you look 

Like a bride in her rich adornin'? 

And with all the pent-up love of my heart 

I bid you top of the mornin'. 

Now, may I ask all of you here to join me in a toast to our 

friend, Prime Minister FitzGerald, and to the warmest and best of 

friendships, Ireland and the United States'. 
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WHITE HOUSE -STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 3/15/84 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: ------

SUBJECT: 
DRAFT PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LUNCHEON WITH PRIME MINISTER 

FITZGERALD (3/13 - 4:30 p.m.) 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT D D McFARLANE 

MEESE D [IV"' McMANUS 

BAKER □ (0/'1 MURPHY 

DEAVER D ~ OGLESBY 

STOCKMAN D ~ ROGERS 

DARMAN OP mss- SPEAKES 

FELDSTEIN □ D SVAHN 

FIELDING D W' VERSTANDIG 

FULLER ~ WHITTLESEY 

HERRINGTON D D TUTWILER 

HICKEY □ □ WIRTHLIN 
HENKEL 

JENKINS □ □ 
ROSEBUSH 

ELLIOTT 

REMARKS: 

The attached has gone forward to the President. 

RESPONSE: 
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D 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

D 

□ 

D 

□ 

□ 

D 

Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 

Ext. 2702 

□ 
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To: WH-OCA (EOP020 ) 
Subject: speech/ss/lunch w/ P.M . FitzGerald 

(Dolan/BE) 
March 13, 1984 

3:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LUtJCHEO~ WITH 12..E.l.ME_MINTSTER 
FITZGERALD ·'.i,;_;, 
FRIDAY, MARCH 1~6 _, __ L9_8 4 

Mr. Prime Minister , Mrs. FitzGerald, ladies and 
gentlemen. 

I want t o say how delighted Nancy and I are to have you 
and your lovely wife here today , Mr. Prime Minister . I know 
you've been to America a good deal and you are well 
acquainted with us. But we are very proud that you could be 
our guest on your first visit here as Prime Minister. 

And we ' re especially happy to have you visiting at such 
an appropriate moment. Tomorrow is a great day in America, 
a day of bagpipes and shamrocks, a day when everyone is 
Irish or, as the saying has it, wishes they were Irish. 

Tomorrow ' s celebration is only one indication of how 
much the physical size of "the little land across the Irish 
Sea" is exceeded by its influence. I think of the story 
told about one distinguished scholar who was listing the 
great figures in the English literary tradition and got 
through Jonathan Swift, James Joyce and Bernard Shaw before 
he caught himself. 

And in the United States, of course, the impact of the 
Emerald Isle on our culture and history is taken almost as 
much for granted. America is today, because of the Irish, a 
richer, brighter, freer, and, yes, a bit noisier country 
than it otherwise would have been. Virtually all Americans 
feel a surge of pride when they hear expressions like the 
"Fighting 69th," or the "Fighting Irish of Notre Dame." And 



so many of our great public figures are of Irish ancestry -
from the father of the Page 2 American Navy, John Barry, to 
our first heavyweight champion, John L. Sullivan, to the 
great tenor, John McCormack , to a couple of Presidents of 
the United States and, yes, even to the current Speaker of 
the House. 

In fact, the secret wish disclosed the other day by my 
good friend, Tip O'Neill , is an indication of the hold 
Ireland has on all of us here in the States. This is a 
Nation where the Speaker of the U.S. House of 
Representatives aspires to someday be Ambassador to Ireland. 
Mr. Prime Minister, I was explaining to Tip only a few 
moments ago why I thought that appointment was impossible. 
And perhaps, knowing your countrymen as you do, you'll agree 
with me. Tip, the Irish aren't looking for speakers ... 
they're looking for listeners. 

Actually, I know why Tip would like to be ambassador to 
a nation in Europe ... it's certainly the best place to 
meet Congressmen. 

But no matter what you may have heard to the contrary, 
Mr. Prime Minister, Tip and I get along wonderfully well. 
In fact, some people have wondered why, after very tough 
discussions in the Oval Office, Tip has come out and 
supported us on critical measures. Well, the truth is that 
early in the Administration I discovered something very 
useful: Tip gives up on the twenty-second anecdote. 

Forgive me, Tip, I know you're sensitive about that. 
But you know how it is: I forget. 

Well, Mr. Prime Minister, the joshing we do here is in 
the best Irish tradition -- it makes light of what are 
sometimes Page 3 serious political differences. But I think 
there is one point on which the Speaker, Senator Kennedy, 
myself and the other Irish American leaders here are united: 
our admiration for the efforts you are making to bring peace 
and stability to Ireland. We support your personal mission 
in America to end the tragically misguided support of some 
here for terrorist elements in Northern Ireland. 

You know, Mr. Prime Minister, I was proud to learn that 
some of my family lines go back as far as the great 11th 
century warrior king, Brian Boru. But, perhaps like you, I 
sometimes wonder what our brave ancestors -- those who 
fought so gallantly over so many centuries against such 
hopeless odds -- what they would say about the valor of 
people who commit acts of violence, prey on the innocent, 
and sometimes maim and kill women and children. 

Your words have been very direct on this point, Mr. 
Prime Minister. You have reminded those in this country who 
provide assistance to Northern Ireland's terrorists that 
they are assisting in violence and murder. Let me assure 
you that the vast majority of Irish-Americans join you today 
in condemning support for those -who preach hatred and 
violence in Ireland. 



But there is ·another part of your mission to America, 
Mr. Prime Minister, which is perhaps more fitting to today's 
festive atmosphere and more important over the long run. 
And that is the message of hope that you bring us. I know 
you believe that the great traditions of Ireland are now 
working well together and will someday achieve peace and 
harmony in your beautiful country. Page 4 As we know, the 
high-level dialogue between Ireland and Britain has been 
renewed, and the work of groups promoting reconciliation and 
economic cooperation -- groups like Ireland Cooperation 
North whose chairman,--=---=--------' is here today -- as 
well as the New Ireland Forum, composed of your country's 
political leaders, are also bearing fruit. 

I know that all true friends of Ireland, regardless of 
party affiliation, regardless of religious tradition, 
encourage this effort and join me in calling on all those 
concerned to find a just and peaceful solution to the 
divisions and antagonisms of the past. 

Some time ago a former American ambassador told me of a 
weekend retreat, where politicians from the various Irish 
traditions met together for a frank discussion of the 
differences that separated them. It was a good weekend. 
Men and women who had never talked of such matters before 
were able to speak and listen to each other in a spirit of 
understanding. On the bus back to Belfast, they laughed and 
sang songs. The spirit of friendship bloomed. But when 
they got off the bus in Belfast, the spirit somehow seemed 
to evaporate in the air of the city . After hearing this 
story, I told our Ambassador to take them a message, and I 
think it bears repeating. 

Now, Mr. Prime Minister, we Americans have no business 
prescribing solutions to age-old problems that can be worked 
out only by the people and the government directly involved. 
But, I think we express your sentiments, sir, and those of 
our own people, and of the people of Ireland and Northern 
Ireland, when Page 5 we say to all those who struggle with 
the problem of peace in Ireland: "Please get back on the 
bus." 

From my discussion with you this morning, Mr. Prime 
Minister, I know how deeply you are committed to this 
effort . I assure you, the hope and prayers of the American 
people go with you. Peace and good cheer have never left 
Irish hearts -- and so we look to days of peace and harmony 
to come, when every day we may say what is said on St. 
Patrick's Day: 

0 Ireland, isn't it grand you look -
Like a bride in her rich adornin'? 
And with all the pent-up love of my heart 
I bid you top of the mornin'. 



Now, may I ask all of you here to join me in a toast to 
our friend, Prime Minister FitzGerald, and to the warmest 
and best of friendships, Ireland and the United States'. 

Comments from: WH-OCA (EOP020) Posted: Tue 13-Mar-84 
15:36 Sys 64 

March 13, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY 
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE 
THE SECRETARY OF LABOR 
THE SECRETARY HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

CRAIG L. FULLER 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: DROP BY BRT.t."'FTNG 
FOR- P-UE-R-'P • ':E'e'A"N"-·"1'..,"EADERS [Thursday, March 15] 

Please forward any comments/edits you may have by 12 noon, 
Wednesday, March 14, directly to Ben Elliott (456-6266) and 
an information copy to my office following your comments to 
him. 

Thanks. 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 
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ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: -------

SUBJECT: DRAFT PRES IDENTIAL REMARKS: LUNCHEON WI TH PRIME MIN I STE R F IT ZGERAL D 
(3/13 - 3·00 p.rn. draft) 

VICE PRESIDENT 

MEESE 

BAKER 

DEAVER 

STOCKMAN 

DARMAN 

FELDSTEIN 

FIELDING 

FULLER 

HERRINGTON 

HICKEY 

JENKINS 

REMARKS: 

DROPBY BRIEF ING FOR PUERTO RI CAN LEADERS 
(3/1 3 - 2:00 p.m. draft) 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

□ □ McFARLANE 5/;tf ✓ □ 
□ ~ McMANUS □ 

□ MURPHY □ 

□ ✓ OGLESBY ✓ □ 
✓ 
~ 

ROGERS □ □ 

DP SPEAKES □ 

□ □ SVAHN 

~ □ v □ VERSTANDIG □ 

w □ WHITTLESEY ✓ □ 
□ □ TUTWILER if □ 

WI RTHLIN 

□ □ HENKEL ~ ROSEBU SH 
□ □ ELLIOTT □ 

PLEASE FORWARD ANY EDITS/COMMENTS DI RECTLY TO BEN ELL I OTT, WI TH A COPY 
TO .MY OFFICE, BY 12:0 0 NOON TOMORROW. 

RESPONSE: 

THANK YOU. 

Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 

Ext. 2702 
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March 13, 1984 
3:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LUNCHEON WITH PRIME MINISTER FITZGERALD 
FRIDAY, MARCH 16, 1984 

Mr. Prime Minister, Mrs. FitzGerald, ladies and gentlemen. 

I want to say how delighted Nancy and I are to have yoti and 

your lovely wife here today, Mr. Prime Minister. I know you've 

been to America a good deal and you are well acquainted with us. 

But we are very proud that you could be our guest on your first 

visit here as Prime Minister. 

And we're especially happy to have you visiting at such an 

appropriate moment. Tomorrow is a great day in America, a day of 

bagpipes and shamrocks, a day when everyone is Irish or, as the 

saying has it, wishes they were Irish. 

Tomorrow's celebration is only one indication of how much 

the physical size of "the little land across the Irish Sea" is 

exceeded by its influence. I think of the story told about one 

distinguished scholar who was listing the great figures in the 

English literary tradition and got through Jonathan Swift, James 

Joyce and Bernard Shaw before he caught himself. 

And in the United States, of course, the impact of the 

Emerald Isle on our culture and history is taken almost as much 

for granted. America is today, because of the Irish, a richer, 

brighter, freer, and, yes, a bit noisier country than {t 

otherwise would have been. Virtually_ all Americans feel a surge 

of pride when they hear expressions like the "Fighting 69th," or 

the "Fighting Irish of Notre Dame." And so many of our great 

public figures are of Irish ancestry -- from the father of the 
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American Navy, John Barry, to our first heavyweight champion, 

John L. Sullivan, to the great tenor, John McCormack, to a couple 

of Presidents of the United States and, yes, even to the current 

Speaker of the House. 

In fact, the secret wish disclosed the other day by my good 

friend, Tip O'Neill, is an indication of the holq Ireland has on 

all of us here in the States. This is a Nation where the Speaker 

of the U.S. House of Representatives aspires to someday be 

Ambassador to Ireland. Mr. Prime Minister, I was explaining to 

Tip only a few moments ago why I thought that appointment was 

impossible. And perhaps, knowing your countrymen as you do, 

you'll agree with me. Tip, the Irish aren't looking for 

speakers ... they're looking for listeners. 

Actually, I know why Tip would like to be ambassador to a 

nation in Europe ... it's certainly the best place to meet 

Congressmen. 

But no matter what you may have heard to the contrary, Mr. 

Prime Minister, Tip and I get along wonderfully well. In fact, 

some people have wondered why, after very tough discussions in 

the Oval Office, Tip has come out and supported us on critical 

measures. Well, the truth is that early in the Administration I 

discovered something very useful: Tip gives up on the 

twenty-second anecdote. 

Forgive me, Tip, I know you're sensitive about that. But 

you know how it is: I forget. 

Well, Mr. Prime Minister, the joshing we do here is in the 

best Irish tradition -- it makes light of what are sometimes 
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serious political differences. But I think there is one point on 

which the Speaker, Senator Kennedy, myself and the other Irish 

American leaders here are united: our admiration for the efforts 

you are making to bring peace and stability to Ireland. We 

support your personal mission in America to end the tragically 

misguided support of some here for terrorist elements in Northern 

Ireland. 

You know, Mr. Prime Minister, I was proud to learn that some 

of my family lines go back as far as the great 11th century 

warrior king, Brian Boru~ But, perhaps like you, I sometimes 

wonder what our brave ancestors -- those who fought so gallantly 

over so many centuries against such hopeless odds -- what they 

would say about the valor of people who commit acts of violence, 

prey on the innocent, and sometimes maim and kill women and 

children. 

Your words have been very direct on this point, Mr. Prime 

Minister. You have reminded those in this country who provide 

assistance to Northern Ireland's terrorists that they are 

assisting in violence and murder. Let me assure you that the 

vast majority of Irish-Americans join you today in condemning 

support for those who preach hatred and violence in Ireland. 

But there is another part of your mission to America, Mr. 

Prime Minister, which is perhaps more fitting to today•~ festive 

atmosphere and more important over th~ long run. And that is the 

message of hope that you bring us. I know you believe that the 

great traditions of Ireland are now working well together and 

will someday achieve peace and harmony in your beautiful country. 
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As we know, the high-level dialogue between Ireland and Britain 

has been renewed, and the work of groups promoting reconciliation 

and economic cooperation groups like Ireland Cooperation North 

whose chairman, _________ , is here today -- as well as the 

New Ireland Forum, composed of your country's political _leaders, 

are also bearing fruit. 

I know that all true friends of Ireland, regardless of party 

affiliation, regardless of religious tradition, encourage this 

effort and join me in calling on all those concerned to find a 

just and peaceful solution to the divisions and antagonisms of 

the past. 

Some time ago a former American ambassador told me of a 

weekend retreat, where politicians from the various Irish 

traditions met together for a frank discussion of the differences 

that separated them. It was a good weekend. Men and women who 

had never talked of such matters before were able to speak and 

listen to each other in a spirit of understanding. On the bus 

back to Belfast, they laughed and sang songs. The spirit of · 

friendship bloomed. But when they got off the bus in Belfast, 

the spirit somehow seemed to evaporate in the air of the city. 

After hearing this story, I told our Ambassador to take them a 

message, and I think it bears repeating. 

Now, Mr. Prime Minister, we Americans have no business 

prescribing solutions to age-old problems that can be worked out 

only by the people and the government directly involved. But, I 

think we express your sentiments, sir, and those of our own 

people, and of the people of Ireland and Northern Ireland, when 
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we say to all those who struggle with the problem of peace in 

Ireland: "Please get back on the bus." 

From my discussion with you this morning, Mr. Prime 

Minister, I know how deeply you are committed to this effort. I 

assure you, the hope and prayers of the American people go with 

you. Peace and good cheer have never left Irish hearts and so 

we look to days of peace and harmony to come, when every day we 

may say what is said on St. Patrick's Day: 

O Ireland, isn't it grand you look 

Like a bride in her rich adornin'? 

And with all the pent-up love of my heart 

I bid you top of the mornin'. 

Now, may I ask all of you here to join me in a toast to our 

friend, Prime Minister FitzGerald, and to the warmest and best of 

friendships, Ireland and the United States'. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

March 14, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR BEN ELLIOTT 

FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMI~1u, t- t;,7 

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks : Irish Toast and Dropby 
for Puerto Rican Leaders 

I am told that you have already received an informal copy of 
our recommended changes to the President's toast t the lunch 
for Irish Prime Minister FitzGer.a-~d (Tab A). This confirms 
our suggested changes. 

We have no comments on the President's dropby remarks for 
Puerto Rican leaders. 

Attachment 
Tab A While House Staffing Memo 

cc: Richard G. Darman 
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DATE: 

3/13/84 
ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 

NOON 3/14/84 

------
SUBJECT: DRAFT PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LUNCHEON WITH PRIME MIN J: STER FITZGERALD 

(3/J3 - 3·00 pro, draft} 

VICE PRESIDENT 

MEESE 

BAKER 

DEAVER 

STOCKMAN 

CARMAN 

FELDSTEIN 

FIELDING 

FULLER 

HERRINGTON 

HICKEY 

JENKINS 

REMARKS: 

DROPBY BRIEFING FOR PUERTO RICAN LEADERS 
(3/13 - 2:00 p.m. draft} 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

□ □ McFARLANE 1S:: □ □ ~ McMANUS 

□ MURPHY □ 

□ ✓ OGLESBY ✓ □ 
f\/" □ ROGERS □ □ 

OP ~ SPEAKES □ 

□ □ SVAHN ~ □ v □ VERSTANDIG □ 

g,/ □ WHITTLESEY ✓ □ 
□ □ TUTWILER r/. □ 

WIRTHLIN 

□ □ HENKEL ~ ROSEBUSH 
□ □ ELLIOTT □ 

PLEASE FORWARD ANY EDITS/COMMENTS DIRECTLY TO BEN ELLIOTT, WITH A COPY 
TO MY OFFICE, BY 12:00 NOON TOMORROW. THANK YOU. 

RESPONSE: 

Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 

Ext. 2702 
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March 13, 1984 
3:00 p.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL ~S: LUNCHEON WITH PRIME MINISTER FITZGERALD 
FRIDAY, MARCH 16, 1984 

Mr. Prime Minister, Mrs. FitzGerald, ladies and gentlemen. 

I want to say how delighted Nancy and I are to have you and ~ 
' .. · 

your lovely wife here today, Mr. Prime Minister. I know you've 

been to America a good deal and you are well acquainted with us. 

But we are very proud that you could be our guest on your first 

visit here as Prime Minister. 

And we're especially happy to have you visiting at such an 

appropriate moment. Tomorrow is a great day in America, a day of 

bagpipes and shamrocks, a day· when everyone is Irish or, as the 

saying has it, wishes they were Irish. 

Tomorrow's celebration is only one indication of how much 

the physical size of "the little land across the Irish Sea" is 

exceeded by its influence. I think of the story told about one 
-~ . 

distinguished scholar who was listing the great figu.res in the 

English literary tradition and got through Jonathan Swift, James 

Joyce and Bernard Shaw before he caught himself. 

And in the United States, of course, the impact of the 

Emerald Isle on our culture and history is taken almost as much 

for granted. America is today, because of the Irish, a richer, 

brighter, freer, and, yes, a bit noisier country than ft 

otherwise would have been. Virtually. all Americans feel a surge 

of pride when they hear expressions like the "Fighting 69th," or 

the "Fighting Irish of Notre Dame." And so many of our great 

public figures are of Irish ancestry -- from the father of the 
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American. Navy, John Barry, to our first heavyweight champion, 

John L. Sullivan, to the -great tenor, John McCormack, to a couple 

of Presidents .. of. the United States and, yes, . even to the current 

Speaker of the, House . . 

In fact, the secret wish disclosed the other day by my good 

friend, Tip O'Neill, is an indication of the hold Ireland has on 

all of .us here in the States. This is a Nation where- the Speaker 

of the U.S. House of Representatives aspires to someday be 

Ambassador to Ireland. Mr. Prime Minister, I was explaining to 

Tip only a few moments ago why I thought that appointment was 

impossible. And perhaps, knowing your countrymen as you do, 

you'll agree with me. Tip, the Irish aren't looking for 

speakers ... they're looking ·for listeners. 

Actually, I 

some 

discovered 

Tip has 

Well, the 

it is: 

Well, Mr. Prime Minister, the joshing we do here is in the 

best Irish tradition -- it makes light of what are sometimes 

I 
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serious political differences. But I think there is one point on 

which the Speaker, Senator Kennedy, myself and the other Irish 

American leaders here are united: our admiration for the efforts 

you are making to .bring peace and stability to Ireland. We 

support your personal mission in America to_;nd the tragically 
.,'''::' 

misguided support of some here for terrorist elements in Northern 

Ireland. 

You know, Mr. Prime Minister, . I was proud to learn that some 

of my family lines go bac~ as far as the great 11th century 

warrior king, Brian Boru~ But, perhaps like you, I sometimes 

wonder what our brave ancestors -- those who fought so gallantly 

over so many centuries against such hopeless odds -- what they 

would say about the valor of people who connnit acts of violence, 

prey on the innocent, and sometimes maim and kill women and 

children. 

Your words have been very direct on this point, Mr. Prime 

Minister. You have reminded those in this country w~o provide 

assistance to .Northern Ireland's terrorists that they are 

assisting in violence ·and murder. Let me assure you that the 

vast majority of Irish-Americans join you today in condemning 

support for those who preach hatred and violence in Ireland. 

But there is another part of your mission to America, Mr. 

-~ 

Prime Minister, which is perhaps more fitting to today• ·s festive 

atmosphere and more important over th~ long run. And that is the 
/AJ~ '4-1.1 ~wt /.,o1-• EJl. "'1 'f~ ~ ~~ 

message of hope that you bring us. :I ka0w you eelier."e that :;ae 
to~~ 14. ~~~i. ~ti~,;...~ /J~ I-.~~;>~;; ~ ~ 
g~aL traditions of lrelanu re now working well toge~ 

~==·•:~1~:~:et-:=;t~a=:=:::~~:-Z,:j,_G;;t":;;-j_~ 
. - :I~ 

~ 
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As we know, · the high-level dialogue between Ireland and Britain 

has been renewed, and the ·work of groups promoting reconciliation 
. . . . CA~ • ..f/4,,(e--JJ 

and economic cooperation--· groups. like !;;eland CoopaEatieR Mgrth 

whose chairman, ftte...44, 0 1
(1#"'= , • is here today. -- as ~~11 as the. 

New I:r;elaRa i'onun,F~o~ o~ouLJ°sU!!IJ'~~c~ -~ ,.. 
a"• al~!f j;.,..,u,. A,.+,C. I!-<,..._ f-. ,,__~-""" ;--.I) 1 ,.;~~ 

~ ~s i..J~'t.l- ~ f4,,.-~ ~"3. • . 
7PI_ know that all true friends of Ireland, regardless of party 

affiliation, regardless of religious tradition~ anceura~e ~his 

e.frert attd join me i~~;st;:;;;1 !/¢':~ed te find a 
fr,~~ . . . 

just and peaceful solution to the divisions and antagonisms of 
~ 

the past. 

Some time ago a former American ambassador told me of a 
'-

weekend retreat, where politicians from the various Irish 

traditions met together for a frank discussion of the differences 

that separated them. It was a good weekend. Men and women who 

had never talked of such matte_rs before were able to speak and 

listen to each other in a spirit of understanding. On the bus 
J...,..,,,..e • . 

back to Bei~"r they laughed and sang songs. The spirit of· 

friendship bloomed. But when they got off the bus Ml Belfastr 
.J 

the spirit somehow seemed to evaporate.in the ai:r; of the city~ 

After hearing this· story, I told our Ambassador to take them a 

message, and I think it bears repeating. 

Now, Mr. Prime Minister, we Americans have no business 

• prescribing solutions to age-old problems that can be worked out 

only by the people and the government5directly involved. But, I 

think we express your sentiments, sir, and those of our own 
. ~~e,J-

people, and of the people of Ireland ang NoE~Aern IzelaAg.,,. when 
'"' I 
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we say to all thqse who struggle with the problem of peace in 

Ireland: nPlease get back on the bus.n 

From my discussion with you this morning, Mr. Prime 

Minister, I know how deeply you are committed to this effort. I 

assure you, the hope and prayers of the American people go with 

you. Peace and good cheer have never left ·-:rrish hearts -- and so 

we look to days of peace and harmony to come, when every day we 

may say what is said on St. Patrick's Day: 

O Ireland, isn't it ·grand you look 

Like a bride in her rich adornin'? 

And with all the pent~up· love of my heart 

I bid you top of the mornin'. 

Now, may I ask all of you here to join me in a toast to our 

friend, Prime Minister FitzGerald, and to the warmest and best of 

friendships, Ireland and the United States'. 
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SUBJECT: DRAFT PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: LUNCHEON WITH PRIME MI_NISTER 

FITZGERALD (3/13 - 4:30 p.m.) 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT D D McFARLANE 

MEESE D ~ McMANUS 

BAKER D ~ MURPHY 

DEAVER □ ~ OGLESBY 

STOCKMAN □ ~ ROGERS 

DARMAN OP mS& SPEAKES 

FELDSTEIN □ D SVAHN 

FIELDING D l\J/1 VERSTANDIG 

FULLER □ ~ WHITTLESEY 

HERRINGTON □ □ TUTWILER 

HICKEY □ □ WIRTHLIN 
HENKEL 

JENKINS D D ROSEBUSH 

ELLIOTT 

REMARKS: 

The attached has gone forward to the President. 

RESPONSE: 

ACTION FYI 

D 

□ 

□ 

□ D 

D 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 

Ext.2702 
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MEMORANDUM FOR BEN ELLIOTT 

FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMI~U/{c;; 

-

SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Irish Toast and Dropby 
for Puerto Rican Leaders 

I am told that you have already received an informal copy of 
our recommended changes to the President's toast at the lunch 
for Irish Prime Minister FitzGerald (Tab A). This confirms 
our suggested changes. 

We have no comments on the President's dropby remarks for 
Puerto Rican leaders. 

Attachment 
Tab A While House Staffing Memo 

cc: Richard G. Darman 

.. 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION March 14, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. KIMMITT 

FROM: PETER R. SOMMER f,J:i-
SUBJECT: Presidential Remarks: Irish Toast and Dropby 

for Puerto Rican Leaders 

We have been asked to comment on the President's toast at the 
lunch for Irish Prime Minister FitzGerald and on the 
President's dropby remarks for Puerto Rican leaders. 

I have already been working with State and the Speechwriters 
on the Irish toast. We have no comments on the remarks for 
Puerto Rican leaders. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memo to Ben Elliott at Tab I. 

Approve vt,,011,\ Disapprove ---

. C/"- d 11· j h Constantine Menges an O 1e Nort concur. 

Tab I Memo to Elliott 
Tab A Changes to Irish Toast 
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