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UNCLASSIFIED
(Classification)

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM

S/5_8826525
October 4, 1988

Date
For: Mr. Paul Schott Stevens
Executive Secretary
National Security Council
The White House
Reference:
To:_President Reagan From:__ Michael Sonnleitner
Date:_September 16, 1988 Subject:_Wants an apology to
the US from the Government of Iran
Referral Dated:_ September 8, 1988 ID# 610459

(if any)

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State

Action Taken:
A draft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.
A translation is attached.
XX An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel.

Other (see remarks).

Remarks:

Director
Secretariat Staff
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(Classification)
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MEDIA: MAILCGRAM, DATED JULY 5, 9%

TO: PRESTIDENT REAGAM

PROM: MR. MICHREL SONNLEITKNER
COCRDINATOR
OEGON FELLOWSHIP CF RECONCILIATION
1838 SCUTHWEST JEFFERSCH

PORTLAND  OR 87201

)

SUEJECT: WANT AN APCLOGY TO BE GIVEN THE U.5. TU THE
IRANIAN GOVERNMENT FPOR THE DOWNING OF THE
PASSENGER AIRLINER ~ REMOVAL OF CUR MILITARY
PRESENSE IN THE GULF - AND END OF IRAN -~ IRAC
WAR

[

PROMPT ACTION IS5 ESSENTIAL ~- 1IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS KOT BEEBN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHCONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

FETURN CORRLEPONDENCE, WCORKSHEET AWD COPY OF RESPONSE
(CR DRAFT) T0:
AGENCY LIAISCN, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT

TRANSKITTAL FORM

5/S 8827024

Date September 20, 1988

FOR: Mr. Paul Schott Stevens
Executive Secretary
National Security Council
The White House

REFERENCE:

To: President Reagan

From: Mr. John Paul Maynard

Date: September 12, 1988

Subject: Regarding Iranian-American relations

WH Referral Dated: September 14, 1988
NSC ID# (if any): 610870

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State.

ACTION TAKEN:

A draft reply 1is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.

A translation is attached.

X 2An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel.

Other (see remarks).

REMARKS:

ﬁ\/ irectof /

Secretariat Staff /






United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

September 19, 1988

Mr. John Paul Maynard
Editor

The Middle East Speculum Report
Amherst, MA. 01004-0742

-

Dear Mr. Maynard:

The President has asked us to thank you for your letter of -
August 28, in which you enclosed a copy of your paper "An =
American Role in Iran's Reconstruction.” -

With the Dbeginning of negotiations to bring about a .
comprehensive solution to the Iran-Irag conflict, there is a
great deal of interest in the possible role that western
nations can play in post-war reconstruction. The Department of
State will continue to monitor developments in the region with
great care.

We appreciate your views on this important subject,

With best wishes,

Sincerely, '\><\g
e
7 .
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Charles Dunne
Degk Officer for Iran
Northern Gulf Affairs



" SPECULUM
IARD, Editor

11004-0742 3827024

T H E WHTITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

SEPTEMBER 14, 1988

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
ID: 610870

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED AUGUST 28, 1988

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN
FROM: MR. JOHN PAUL MAYNARD
EDITOR

THE MIDDLE EAST SPECULUM
AMHERST MA (01004

SUBJECT: REGARDING IRANIAN - AMERICAN RELATIONS

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -~ IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE

(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIATISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIATSON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE


































































THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 19, 1988

Dear Ms. Wilson:

Thank you for your letter of August 24, 1988 addressed to
President Reagan, which has been referred to this office for
response,

Please be advised that there is absolutely no substance to the
allegation reported in your letter. We would not want to
speculate as to why anyone would make the type of statement you
referenced.

Thank you for your support of the President and we hope that this
letter is reassuring to you.

Sincerely,

QW 7"7 //‘AV//

1llp D. Brady
Depth\eounsel to the President

Ms. Geri Wilson
6416 East Lake Drive
San Diego, California 92119



September 16, 1988

MEMORANDUM FCR PHILLIP D. BRADY
DEPUTY COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT

FROM : MICHAEL J. ASTRUE
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL .uv +HE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT : Request for Information Concerning An
Alleged Secret 1980 Agreement With the
Avatollah Khomeini

T have attached for your review and signature a response to the
above-referenced request that denies the existence of an
agreement.

Attachment
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President Reagan

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington D.C. 20202

Dear President Reagan:

It has been some time since I wrote you. I have supported you
for your entire presidency, but after the Iran-Contra scandal
broke out, I waited with my breath held, hoping it would not be
another Water Gate.

I watched the congressional hearings on C-span, and soon learned
it was just another political circus show, and once again began
to believe in you as a person and as a good leader for our
country.

Yesterday a former member of your 1980 election staff, and a
former member of your administration, Barbara Honegger, made some
startling accusations on C-span. §She said you made a deal with
the Ayatollah in 1980 to withhold the release of the hostages
until after you were elected president.

Could vou send me some information about these allegations. Why
would this former member of your administration be so0 hostile
toward you and Vice President Bush?

I know that your staff is busy, but this information is very
important +to me, as an American citizen, and as someone who has
profound respect and affection for you.

Thank you for being my president.

F s~ 3

G

6416 East Lake Drive
San Diego, California 82118
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January 7, 1988 Z:

Dear Mr. President:

o

n
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hours going over the most sensitive material, including covert
action findings. Do the American people really want to see a
third run of this ordeal, to now include revelation of our
most sensitive intelligence sources and methods?

Mr. President, you have the power and I believe the
duty to end this matter by exercising your authority under
the pardon clause of the United States Constitution.

My predecessors Dr. Kissinger and Dr. Brzezinski add
their concurrence to this recommendation.

Sincerely,
William P. Clark
Enclosures:
1. Ltr of August 6, 1987

2. Points and Authorities

The President
The White House
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Dear Mr. President:
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August 6, 1987

Like most Americans, I have been deeply concerned about
the Congressional hearings referred to as the Iran-Contra
Affair. As you well know, John Poindexter and Oliver North
each served us with professional skill, integrity and loyalty
‘as staff members while I was your National Security Advisor
before going on to Interior in October 1983. During and
since that time they participated in many successful programs,
including the defense budget, economic summits, Suriname,
Grenada, Achille Lauro, Libya, Phillipines and Haiti. History
will judge these programs well. Criticism began, of course,
with the failed Iranian initiative. But after almost a year

of intense official and media attention the most apt descrip-

tion of National Security Counsel staff conduct is that it was
directed by overachievers who, in too enthusiastically imple-
menting your policies, exercised judgments which in hindsight
are claimed to be faulty. _

The events which are the subject of the Congressional hearings
and of the independent counsel's investigations have now been dis-
closed to the world, and most of us have agonized over them. How-
ever, it is abundantly clear that John and Ollie undertook their
initiatives in what they deemed to be the national interest at
considerable professional risk and without consideration for

personal gain.

If errors were made, certainly the Administration,

the Congress and the American people are by now aware of the
pitfalls in recent national security procedures and they have

been corrected.

There is nothing in my judgment to be accom-

plished in a criminal prosecution of John or Ollie which would
begin to justify still another review of these events. More
important national concerns must be addressed.

The President
The White House



A pardon is not necessarily a recognition that any criminal
conduct has occurred. It would simply be an expression of your
conclusion that the story has been told, that the people involved
have suffered enough, and that neither they, the 0Office of the
President nor the country should be forced to endure an extended
criminal trial in which the central issue relates to the creation
and implementation of your foreign policy. Except for those few
who never like anything you do, the American people have over-
whelmingly expressed their feeling that there should bé no criminal
prosecution and -they will support a decision to pardon. They will
perceive you as a man who, as in the past, stands behind his people
in good and in bad times. A pardon would also be a clear sign of
your resolve to be the driving force of American foreign policy
for the remainder of your term in office.

Taking all of the above into account, I strongly recommend
that you grant presidential pardons for John and Ollie now, before
the independent counsel concludes his investigations.

Sincerely,
William P. Clark

¢

P.S. Presumptuously, I enclose some suggested language for an
announcement. Also a short TV-tape of the horses recently

filmed on the ranch.

cc: The Hon. Howard Baker
The Hon. Frank Carlucci



SUGGESTED ANNOUNCEMENT

Now that -the two select committeess established by the
Congress have completed public hearings of the sale of arms
to Iran and the transfer of fundg to the_Nicaraguan Freedom
Fighters, I think it ig appropriate for me to speak out.

First, I am not here to tell.you that mistakes were not
made. I think it is clear that they were. It is also clear
that as President, I am ultimately responsible. for every action
taken by my assistants whether or not I know of them in advance.
No matter what anyone else has told you, the buck can stop only
here.

Second, the American people have heard from all the current
and former members of this Administration who know anything about
the Iranian initiative and the transfer of funds to the Nicaraguan
resistance. I realize that there has been some conflicting
testimony, but w; should not be surprised that these people have
somewhat differing recollections regarding events that occurred
as long as two years ago. I have worked with and know most of
these people quite well and firmly believe that they have re-
counted everything that they could honestly remember. Now the
American people can decide if what was done was right or wrong.

It is also clear to me that none of these individuals made
any decision or took any action which they did not sincerely
believe to be in the best interests of the national security of

this country. There can be no doubt that it has been and will



continue to be the policy of this Administration to support

the cause of freedom in Central America, to secure the release.
of all American citizens held hdstage~in foreign lands, and to
encourage the establishment of a more moderate regime in Iran..
‘This does not necessarily mean that I approve of the idea of
selling arms for hostages or of sending the sale proceeds to

the Nicaraguan resistance. That is not the issue. The issue .
is whether the members of my staff who made these decisions
should be subject to criminal prosecution. I believe that the
answer is no. This does not mean that I think that any crimes
-were committed by my former advisors. What it does mean is that
I have decided that neither they nor the country should be forced
to endure the ordeal of an extended criminal trial in which the
central issue i; the manner in which the foreign policy of this
Administration was created and carried out. Therefore, pursuant
.to the powers vested in me by the Constitution, and without
concluding that any crimes have been committed, I intend to
pardon those ‘individuals for their conduct while they served

in this Administration.



Article 2, Section 2, Clause 1 of the United States
Constitution provides in relevant part:

[The President of the United States] shall

have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons

for Offenses against the United States,

except in Cases of Impeachment.
U.S. Const. art. II, § 2, cl. 1. The President's pardon power
flows from the Constitution alone, not from any legislative

enactments, and . . . it cannot be modified, abridged or

diminished by the Congress." Schick v. Reed, 419 U.S. 256, 266

(1974). The President may eiercise his discretion under the
pardon power for whatever reason he deems appropriate, and it
is not for the courts to ingquire into the motives or rationale

of his decision. See ExX Parte Grossman, 267 U.S. 87, 121-22

(1925) (President has full discretion to exercise pardon power,
and validity of pardon 1s not to be tested in federal courts);

Schick v. Reed, 483 F.2d 1266, 1270 (D.C. Cir. 1973)

(presidential pardon "exercised in a lawful and proper manner,
may not be reviewed by a court"), aff'd, 419 U.S. 256 (1974);

Hoffa v. Saxbe, 378 F. Supp. 1221, 1225 (D.D.C. 1974) (fact

that, in granting pardon, President acted for political

advantage," even if proved, would never be enough to vitiate an
otherwise proper exercise of Constitutional power"); see also
The Federalist No. 74, 500-501 (A. Hamilton) (J. Cooke ed.
1961) ("Humanity and good policy conspire to dictate, that the

benign prerogative of pardoning should be as little as possible

fettered or embarrassed") (quoted in Schick v. Reed, 419 U.S.

at 263 n.6).



The pardon power 1is not effective in cases of
impeachment and does not extend to offenses against the

individual states. Ex Parte Grossman, 267 U.S. at 113; In re

Bocchiaro, 49 F. Supp. 37, 38 (W.D.N.Y. 1943). The pardon
power may be exercised at any time, either before legal
proceedings are initiated, or during their pendency, after

conviction and judgment. Ex Parte Garland, 71 U.S. (4 Wall.)

333, 380 (1866); Murphy v. Ford, 390 F. Supp. 1372, 1374 (W.D.

Mich. 1975). A presidential pardon, to be effective, must be

accepted by the grantee. United States v. Wilson, 32 U.S. (7

Pet.) 150, 160 (1833); Hoffa v. Saxbe, 378 F. Supp. at 1242.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Date: 10/6/88

. : TO: PHILLIP D. BRADY

FROM: ARTHURB.CULVAHOUSE,JR.
Counsel to the President

I assume that this already
has been shared with the
Vice President's office.

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Date: 10/6/88

TO: DEAN MCGRATH

FROM: ARTHURB. CULVAHOUSE, JR.
Counsel to the President

FYT,
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U.S.Asian COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

October 5, 1988
Personal - Informal

Mr. Marlin Fitzwater

Assistant to the President for Press Relations
White House, West Wing

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Fitzwater:

This is to confirm our conversation of today. Enclosed please
find the statement I have been giving to all representatives of
the media.

We have been working with Peter Jennings of ABC News, sharing with
him and his staff Mr. Lawless’ passport and all travel
documentation (plane tickets, hotel bills, etc.) to prove that Mr.
Lawless could not possibly have been in Europe when Banisadr said
he was. We have also supplied ABC with names of persons Mr.
Lawless met each day during that time (late August-early
September) to prove that indeed he was not in Europe or the Middle
East within that time period.

Yesterday, Mr. Lawless walked over to the Mayflower Hotel for a
few moments so the ABC people could see the whites of his eyes,
since they were insisting he was in Europe.

We understand completely the position you find yourself in,( but
statements from people in the Administration and the campaign™are
beginning to both hurt Mr. Lawless’ good reputation and also our
business.

Anything Mr. Lawless has done in the past, and I repeat past, was
done as a patriotic public servant and with the full knowledge,
authorization and approval of the U.S. government. Others who
know him will confirm this and his good reputation. Please help
us try to preserve it.

1150 17th Street, NW.
Suite 305
Tel. 202-835-1735 Washington, DC. 20036 Fax. 202-835-1737



U.S.Asia

I would
consider

like to encourage you, when asked about Mr. Lawless, to
stating, with independent corroboration of course, that

Mr. Lawless formerly performed faithfully for his country and that

you have
involved
officials

I would
questions

TMS/gat
Enclosure

absolutely no reason whatsoever to believe that he is
in the negotiations with Iran or with any Iranian
or nationals of any kind.

be happy to discuss this with you further or answer any
you may have.

Respectfully,

o WAL

erese M. Shaheen



U.S.Asia COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

4 October 1988

In view of the story which ran on the Monday night (3
October 1988) CBS Evening News, I wish to make the following
statement.

I categorically deny and state for the record that I am
not involved, either directly or indirectly, 1in any
discussions or negotiations with any party related to
attempts to secure the release of the hostages in Lebanon.
I have never in my entire career had any direct or indirect
contact with any Iranian government officials or Iranian
nationals claiming to represent the Iranian government or
any Iranian-related interests. Additionally, I deny that I
have any active relationship with anyone on the staff of
Vice-President Bush or the Bush campaign organization which

relates in any way to +this or any similar issue. I have
maintained +this position in numerous discussions with CBS
News, ABC News and other representatives of the print and

broadcast media over the past three weeks and, in spite of
the story aired on CBS, I stand firmly by this position.

Richard P. Lawless

1150 17th Street, NW.
Suite 305
Tel. 202-835-1735 Washington, DC. 20036 Fax. 202-835-1737
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