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GEORGE MURPHY
100 Worth Avenue

Palm Beach, Florida 33480
January 15, 1987

Dear Mr. President:

Thank you for your most welcome Christmas card. It was thoughtful
of you and Nancy and is gratefully appreciated by the Murphy
family.

I am pleased by all the good reports of y~~ operation and recovery
and I have quoted your fine letter on the anian problems on

all occasions to point up the total irresponsibility of the press
and their consuming desire to dirty your great record any way they
can contrive. It also exposes once again your total honesty,
decency and straight forward moral strength and total dedication
which is a combin:’ ">n not too often found in the office you now
hold when occupiec .ome of your predecessors. When I think of

the wanderings by FDR - the unneeded use of the bomb at Hiroshima
by Tom's boy, Harry - .t the Bay of Pigs, plus the mistakes on
the Cuban missile crisis and the disastrous treaty charged to JFK -
the fiasco engineered in Vietnam and Cambodia by LBJ with the help
of the Department of State - all capped off by the illegal give-
away of the Panama Canal by Jimmie, the peanut vendor, I have to
take triple doses of sleeping pills. I want to jump up and yell
"Liars, Liars, Liars!! Then I calm down again and say "Stay cool
0ld boy and stay the course.” It's like the nights we sat up

years ago to outlast those dismal bastards that we had on the

board at the Screen Actors Guild. We took care of them and you
will take care of the present crop just as well.

I told Nancy of a new, very exciting program which you inspired
and which I am working on presently. Your trip to the hospital
for your colon examination and especially your trip out on TV
has probably saved at least 20,000 lives. When folks saw you
leaving the hospital with a wave and a big smile it inspired
thousands across the nation to go and get a check-up. It also
inspired some top doctors at the Massachusetts General Hospital,
my client, Ken Lyons, and a select group of community leaders in
Boston to create a new organization. It is called "VI'AS".

Its purpose is to discover, develop and publicize tha" practice
the latest and best technology to avoid, expose and cure cancer
of the colon. I am pressently putting together a top-flight
advisory committee which, along with five outstanding community
leaders from the Boston area, we will have Buddy Rogers, Jimmie
Stewart, Charlton Heston, General Ben Schriver and a couple of
top industrialists. I hope for Peter Grace and Fred Crawford.

On the ladies' side I am now after Dolores Hope, Loretta Young,
Mary Martin and, hopefully, as honorary top lady, your dear wife,
Nancy. The organization will be based in a brand new research
laboratory at Massachusetts General Hospital and staffed with
the top men available in the field. As we proceed the plan is
to connect with local outstanding hospitals from coast to coast.




As you know, colon cancer is the second largest killer in the
entire cancer field and its importance has been neglected too
long by too many. It damn near got me seven years ago. I am
still in good shape, going strong toward 85, sound lousy but feel
great and am still able to call the meeting to order. I am very
excited about this new assignment and will keep you posted on our
progress.

Oon the good news side, my public radar and sonar tells me the
"people" are sick of the obvious attempt to make something import-
ant out of a crummy political scheme to discredit you and are not
buying it. What little respectability "The Washington Post" may
have once enjoyed was blown out of the water by BIG MOUTH BEN

in his opening statement. Your popularity and the confidence of
the people have not been damaged and all the negatives are being
poured on the pregs and the media. I think it's time some of our
own party hopefuls saw the light and began to realize what defeated
the Mondales and what elected the Reagan. Also the often mentioned
but never identified "high authority sources at the White House"
should know by now who are the friends and who are the enemies and
not let themselves get ~1rried away by a little flattery from our
enemies of the press o ‘eference clip on TV. Incidentally, I
think Pat Buchanan has done a magnificent job. My admiration for
him expands daily. He not only has a great talent of his trade

but he has guts to match, which makes for a remarkable combination.

Well, old friend, I have rambled too long and it's time for you to
get to sleep. Take it slow on the recovery and don't let ther
hurry you. If the going gets tough (or should I say "tougher,
fall back on old Al Smith and suggest "Let's look at the recora."
You will win going away and I'll be leading the cheering section.

Bette joins me in sending our prayers and love, in that order.

Murph

P. S. I tried to reach Orin Hatch without luck. I'll get him
Monday.

P.P.S. The bumper stickers sent by Betty Heightman have all gone.
I've re-ordered

GM
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whose hideous consumption of human life--especially a nation's
precious youth-- is almost without precedent, yet this has
seemingly escaped U.S. domestic public attention.

What we seek is an Iran that lives at peace with it neighbors;
that desires neither to undermine them nor to export revolution;
and that no longer supports terror as an instrument of policy.
We accept the Islamic revolution as a fact and believe that an
Iran that is independent, economically healthy, and living in
peace with its neighbors can be a force for stability in the
region.

That, of course, requires the emergence of an Iranian leadership
that is prepared to accept a similar vision and role for Iran.
We have seen the growth of such pragmatic elements in Iran, and,
as a result, we began a tentative, probing dialogue with them.
As a minimum, we were building a channel for communication.

As this dialogue began, it was characterized by deep mutual
suspicion--rooted in history with painful, vivid images and
memories on both sides. We each sought to probe the motives and
seriousness of the other. For the Iranians--who were running
great personal risks--a demonstration of Presidential involvement
and support for the dialogue was deemed essential; in their eyes,
since only the President could authorize a sale of military
material of some sort, this was viewed as a clear and convincing
measure of Presidential support. Moreover, arms are an important,
valued commodity in the Middle East. The amount of arms--for
that matter even the type--was not that important. In fact, the
amount sold equated to about 1/1000 the total value of arms
already bought by Iran during the war. It was also clear that
the arms embargo was not to be lifted, nor was this their objective.
What was important was the demonstration of power and willingness
to make the limited exception to sell arms: a sign of serious
intent in our dialogue. For our part, we needed Iranian
demonstrations as well. We told our interlocuters that we must
see signs of Iranian opposition to the use of terrorism and that
they must also help gain the release of U.S. hostages in Lebanon.
There were signs: Iranian public opposition to the use of
terror; the cessation of hostage taking by some Iranian-supported
factions; the arrest of government officials linked to terrorist
activities; Iranian intercession with the TWA hijackers last
summer in Beirut; their quick opposition to the Pan Am hijacking
in Karachi and their immediate and public denial of landing
rights; and the release of Benjamin Weir, Father Jenco, and David
Jacobson, held in Lebanon by the Islamic Jihad.

Throughout, it is important to note, the policy basis of all our
actions~~-overt and covert-- was consistent: bring about an end
to the Iran/Iraq war, and stop state-sponsored terrorism.
Actions to achieve policy objectives should not be confused with
the objectives themselves. For example, our arms embargo is not
a policy objective but simply an action taken to bring about an
end to the Iran-Iraq war.
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A pro-U.S. leadership that invites us back into Iran is not in
the cards. But that's also not necessary to serve our interests
of building peace and stability in this region; of maintaining a
bulwark against Soviet expansionism; or of ending a brutal war
whose hideous consumption of human life has seemingly escaped the
attention of much of our media.

What we seek is an Iran that lives at peace with its neighbors;
that desires neither to undermine them nor to export revolution;
and that no longer supports terror as an instrument of policy.
We accept the revolution as a fact and believe that an Iran that
is independent, economically healthy, and living in peace with
its neighbors can be a force for stability in the region.

That, of course, requires the emergence of an Iranian leadership

that is prepared to accept a similar vision and role for Iran.

We have seen the growth of such pragmatic elements in Iran, a»~?
T Voome s tsetosdees mvnhide~ Aialggue with them

AS TILS ULALUYUT MNSYQil; 4+t waw ciousucoe~aee— ~ d€ep mutual
suspicion. We each sought to probe the motives and seriousness
of the other. For the Iranians--who were running great personal
risks--a demonstration of Presidential involvement and support
for the dialogue was deemed essential; in their eyes, since only
the President could authorize a sale of military material of some
sort, this was the only convincing measure of Presidential
support. For our part, we needed Iranian demonstrations as well:
we told our interlocuters that we must see signs of Iranian
opposition to the use of terrorism and that they must also help
gain the release of U.S. hostages in Lebanon. Iranian public
opposition to the use of terror; their intercession with the TWA
hijackers last summer in Beirut; their quick opposition to the
Pan Am hijacking in Karachi and their immediate and public denial
of landing rights; and the release of Benjamin Weir, Father
Jenco, and David Jacobson, suggested they were responding.

Let me reiterate one point very clearly: the Iranians who have
been part of this dialogue and who have been responsible for
these demonstrations are not pro-American. They are pro-Iranian.
It is their understanding of Iranian needs and the importance of
becoming a more normal and accepted part of the international
community that is motivating them.

Would it be responsible for us not to try to reach out to such
groups—--especially when they indicate a desire for a dialogue and
contact with us? Would we serve U.S. interests or the interests
of our friends in the Gulf if we were to avoid building relations
with these groups as the process of jockeying for position in the
post-Khomeini period has gotten under way? How many would be
quick to castigate us—-or any Administration--for not using a
variety of instruments to position ourselves to deal with the
looming struggle in Iran?
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Let me reiterate one point very clearly: the Iranians who have
been part of this dialogue and who have been responsible for
these demonstrations are not pro-American. They are pro-Iranian.
It is their understanding of Iranian needs and the importance of
community that is motivating them.

Would it be responsible for us not to try to reach out to such
groups--especially when they indicate a desire for a dialogue and
contact with us? Would we serve U.S. interests or the interests
of our friends in the Gulf if we were to avoid building relations
with these groups as the process of jockeying for position in the
post-Khomeini period has gotten under way? How many would be
guick to castigate us--or any Administration--for not using a
variety of instruments to position ourselves to deal with the
looming struggle in Iran?

If Iran were a country with little strategic weight or
significance, we could afford to take a relaxed, disinterested
view of developments there. Unfortunately, we cannot. The
Persian Gulf's importance will not simply fade away. It remains
a critical strategic cross-roads. Moreover, while the o0il market
of today may suggest diminished importance, in the mid-1990's
that is not likely to be the case any longer--and stability in
the region will continue to be vital to the well-being of the
Western world.

We must think ahead and think strategically. We are, as a
result, working strategically, trying to enhance the longer-term
stability of this vital region. In the course of doing so, we
are not losing sight of our near-term objectives of ending the
war honorably; stopping state-supported terror; and getting

our hostages out of Lebanon.

We felt we were making progress in each of those areas. With
publicity overwhelming this sensitive undertaking, it is not
clear what will now happen to this dialogue.

What is clear, however, is that we took a calculated risk in
going ahead with the dialogue and developing it. The President
believes that the strategic objectives we were pursuing and the
stakes involved in Iran justified this risk. Leadership often
requires tough decisions and tough choices. Statesmanship is
rarely revealed when the choices are easy.

Those who question us now are right to do so. But rather than
only criticize what we did, they owe the country an explanation
of how they would have acted differently given the stakes, the
opportunities and the dangers. They need to tell us how and why
they would have turned aside the kinds of overtures we were
receiving. They need to tell us how they would have gone about
protecting such an obviously sensitive mission. And they need to
tell us how they would safeguard our interests in circumstances
where the future stability of this vital region may hinge on the
unfolding drama in Iran today.
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that is not likely to be the case any longer--and stability in
the region will continue to be vital to the well-being of the
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PEE OWHITE HOUSE

WASHI I NGTON

March 17, 1987

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT V. LUEBKE
PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGES, WHITE HOUSE CORRESPONDENCE

FROM: PETER J. WALLISON
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDE...

SUBJECT: Iran Correspondence from General Public

As requested, this office has reviewed the draft respcnse to
incoming correspondence from General Charles R. Hall. We have
attached a revised draft, which supplies an address for Oliver
North's attorney of record rather than for the Oliver North
Defense Fund.

Thank you for bringing this matter to our attention.

Attachment



THE wHITE mOUSE

WASH!&GCGTOMN

[date]

Dear General Hall:

Thank you for your message to President Reagan and for your words
of support and encouragement. Hearing from people like you is a
great boost to him, and he has asked me to tell you of his
heartfelt appreciation for your expression of goodwill.

In the time since you wrote, much has been done to get the facts
of the Iran arms affair out to the American people and to put the
matter behind us. The Special Review Board empaneled by the
President has submitted its recommendations, which the President
has strongly endorsed. Since December 1986, the President has
also consistently urged the congressional investigating
committees to grant Vice Admiral Poindexter and Lieutenant
Colonel North limited "use immunity" in order to secure their
testimony. The President waived executive privilege to permit
the testimony of his Chief of Staff, Secretary of State, and two
former National Security Advisers before committees of Congress.
Wrile additional investigatory work remains to be done, the
President and the Administration are now prepared to move forward
with the President's agenda during the next two years.

Regarding your request, you may write directly to Lieutenant
Colonel North's attorney at the following address:

Brendan Sullivan, Esqg.
Williams and Connolly
839 17th Street, N.W.
washington, D.C. 20006

The President sends you his best wishes.

Sincerely,

Anne Higgins
Special Assistant to the President
and Director of Correspondence

General Charles R. Hall, USAR (Ret.)
2519 Fillmore Avenue
Knoxville, Tennessee 37921



March 17, 1987

MEMORANDUM FOR PETER J, WALLISON
FROM: C. CHRISTOPHER CO:

SUBJECT: Iran Correspondencc ..uwm weneral Public

As requested, the attached memorandum is for your signature.
Dean, Jay and I all agree that we should not provide members of
the general public with information concerning the Oliver North
Legal Assistance Fund, but rather should direct them to his
attorney of record.



T0:

Dianna

Holland / Office of the Counsel to the President

470765 (i

‘TYPE OF RESPONSE .
O Muktiple Mailing 1] Form Reply XX One-Time Reply

SUBJECT:

' Iran arms shipments and support for the President

)

REQUESTED BY/ADDRESSED TO:

General Charles R. Hall, USAR (Ret. )
2519 Fillmore Avenue ' -
Knoxville, TN 37921

g

BACKGROUND:

SIGNATURE:

-

N

-

.Draft thanks General Hall for his support for the
President, supplies an address for the Oliver North
Defense Fund, and reiterates initiatives the President
has taken to get the facts of the arms shipments and
diversion of funds €o the Contras before the Amerlcan
people. LT

- K , Pl

DATE: .
’ . February 9, 1987

ial Messages .
Old Executive Office B ulldmg
Room 94
6202)456 7610

Your Recommendatlon/Comments.

SIGNATURE:

1 DATE:

June 1966

FITT'TEN



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 5, 1987

Dear General Hall:

Thank you for your message to President Reagan and for your
words of support and encouragement. Hearing from people
like you is a great boost to him, and he has asked me to
tell you of his heartfelt appreciation for your expression
of goodwill.

The President understands your concerns, and wants you to
know that your suggestions have been shared with his
advisors. On December 16, after Admiral Poindexter and Lt.
Colonel North declined to provide testimony to congressional
committees, the President urged those committees to grant
limited "use" immunity in an effort to get the facts to the
American people. The President has also empaneled a
distinguished bipartisan Special Review Board to investigate
this matter, and has waived executive privilege to permit
the testimony of his Chief of Staff, the Secretary of State,
and two former National Security Advisors before committees
of Congress.

Regarding your request, some of Colonel North's Annapolis '\\ 0
classmates have established a defense fund. You may send ZL///
your contribution to the following address:

=
Oliver North Legal Assistance Fund a""
Post Office Box 500386 UJM/*”Z/
Washington, D.C. 20006 LA

The President sends you his best wishes.

Sincerely,

Anne Higgins
Special Assistant to the President
and Director of Correspondence

General Charles R. Hall, USAR (Ret.)
2519 Fillmore Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37921
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January 21, 1987 !

Dear Congressman Smith:

1
Thank you for your recent letter to the President urging a full
investigation of the Iran arms sales matters,

The President has moved with unprecedented speed to organize the
investigative effort in this matter since he was advised by the
Attorney General on November 24, 1986, that funds from arms sales
to Iran had apparently been used without his approval to provide
financial assistance to freedom fighters in Nicaragua. On
November 25, the Congress and the media were briefed on the
matter, and the following week--after the disclosure of
additional information by the Attorney General--the President
urged the Attorney General to seek the appointment of an
independent counsel. On December 16, after Admiral Poindexter
and Lt. Col. North declined to provide testimony to congressional
committees, the President urged those committees to grant limited
"use" immunity in an effort to get the facts out to the American
people guickly. Unlike a Presidential pardon, such a grant of
"use" immunity would not prevent criminal proceedings if it is
later revealed that either was involved in illegal activity.

The President has also empaneled a distinguished bipartisan
Special Review Board to investigate this matter, and has waived
executive privilege to permit the testimony of his Chief of
Staff, the Secretary of State, and two former National Security
Advisors before committees of Congress. Since the outset of the
controversy over Administration policy relating to Iran, the
President has done everything in his power to make all the facts
concerning this matter known to the American people.

If the investigative processes now set in motion are given an
opportunity to work, all the facts concerning Iran and the
transfer of funds to assist the anti- Sandlnlsta forces will
shortly be made public.

Again, your courtesy and interest in making your views known to
the President are very much appreciated.

Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY Piw

Peter J. Wallison
Counsel to the President

The Honorable Robert F. Smith
U.S. House of Representatives
118 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
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RE: Ollie North/where to send contributions

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 13, 1987

“ Dear ¥name¥:

Thank you for your recent letter, and
appreciate the kind words.

.- Some of Colonel North's Annapolis
) classmates have established a defense
fund. You may send your contribution to
the following address:

Oliver North Legal Assistance Fund
Post Office Box 50096
Washington, D.C. 20006

All the best.

Sincerely,

Pétrick J. Buchanan
Assistant to the President

(1/12/87)

Vinside_addressv
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March 18, 1987

3)2z/87

The Honorable Warren Rudman

HSOB 530 - a’:ﬂ 3
Washington D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Rudman:

It was a privilege to hear you address the annual meeting of the National
Association of Medical Directors of Respiratory Care on March 13th, 1987 in
Washington. We are fortunate to have had this opportunity to make you aware of the
difficulties that we face in taking care of patients with severe respiratory
problems. Our responsibilities include the escalating numbers of very sick
patients who require home respiratory care, and the unfortunate victims of the AIDS
epidemic with lung infections. We can now hope that you will have a better
understanding of why we come to Washington to seek improvements in the legislation
and the regulations that impact on our ability to deliver quality respiratory care
to our patients.

I would also like to mention that I was fascinated by your insights into the
Iran-Contra issue. However, I do have a deep concern that our anxiety to bring to
task those who may be at fault will surely please unfriendly groups abroad much
more than it will help this country achieve a potent role in world affairs. For
all too many years the U.S.A. has had no effective response to terrorism: might is
virtually near useless, protestations of moral outrage are scorned, consensus
making with our allies is almost futile, and our anti-terrorism policy remains
cloudy. It is not surprising that alternative approaches have been attempted by
those who have the highest responsibility for the role of the U.S.A. as a protector
of its people, and it is a pity that the complexities of this world appear to doom
all efforts to disastrous failure. But we do need to move ahead to seek ways to
solve the problems of this insecure world while ensuring that the U.S.A. continues
to remain the best county in which to live. Thus, it is my hope that we do not
extend the democratic process of self-examination to a paralytic degree, but that
we deal with our administrative processes thoughtfully and sensibly so as to
strengthen the country's ability to remain a world leader in upholding human
values.

Whatever did happen at the White House was not done with evil intent to harm
the American people. How many other Governments undertake complex and secret acts
for such ostensibly moral reasons? OCbviously, all too many regimes use their power
for enslaving rather than freeing their populace. We need to preserve the good,
quickly heal the faults, reestablish confidence at all levels, move forcefully in



The Honorable Warren Rudman 2 March 16, 1987

the world arena, and ensure that America remains the bastion of freedom, oppor-
tunity and true concern for human rights. Perhaps as moral outrage gives way to
sober contemplation and the newsworthiness of White House activities retreats
before competing stories of world unrest, it will be possible to quietly and
effectively put the Iran-Coutra affair behind us and emerge with a renewed
commitment for effective action at all governmental levels. I trust your wise and
balanced contribution will help bring this about without excessive disruption of
our confidence in our leadership.

Yours sincerely,

LIWLIL OLICIIL , ML,
Professor and Chief
Department of Medicine
Olive View Medical Center
UCLA School of Medicine

IZ:de
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May 4, 1987

Dear Mr. Campbell:

On behalf of the President, I want to thank you for your recent
letter of strong support. It is gratifying to see so many
Americans rally behind the President, and it is most appreciated.

If there is anything that my office can do for you, please don't
hesitate to contact me.

Continue your good work.

Slncerely,

QA Al / %ﬂ&

Cristena L. Bach
Special Assistant to the President
for Intergovernmental Affairs

Mr. Vincent B. Campbell
County Legislator

40 West Avenue

Rochester, New York 14611
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VINCENT B. CAMPBELL COM_MITTEES.
LEGISLATOR - 7th DISTRICT Ranking Republican Member,
40 WEST AVENUE Recreation and Education
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14611 Agenda/Charter

BUS. 716-428-5622

BUS. 716-328-2980

March 25, 1987

Honorable Ronald Reagan

President of the United States of America
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

Let me add my support to your position with regard to the Iranian Contra matter.
It seems that the media has forgotten what you have done for this country in the
past six years of your Presidency. At my level, I can assure you Mr. President, that
there exists strong and 100% undeniable grass roots support for you as Pres1dent {
and for your Administration. ot

While I do not pretend to have the slightest understanding of the operation of your b
Office, I personally can tell you that from where I sit it appears that we are still on ]
a steady course with your leadership.

Please, Mr. President, do not permit the bombardment of the media to deter your
determination and the successful course that you have set for this country. It is
working!!!

VBC:bl

7th Dlstrlct
Greece, New York

P. S. Please note that my address has changed to 136 Edgemere Drive, Rochester,
New York. My wife and young daughters truly enjoy your annual Christmas cards.








