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JERRY.861212 

Dear Jerry: 

I just want to thank you for your follow-up letter of 

December 3 -- and for all the kindness and friendship behind 

it. Over the years, through thick and thin, you've done so 

much for the goals we share for our beloved country. Your 

note means more than words can say, and so does your wise 

counsel. 

Thank you again, and God bless you. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHJNGTON 

/ ' . . .,.~") 

J;1=,,e7~--~ 
December f l, 1986 

ANNE HIGGINS: 

Would you please arrange 
to have a Presidential 
response prepared for the 
attached letter from 
Gerald Carmen, and returned 
to DlY- office to go to __, '• 

/'d'ie President by·-c;-lose 
, of business Frid~y;·-, 
~ cember 12..,~1:1..! -'· - ·Thank you. 

- -- .. .,,. ........ 

David Chew 



The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

December 3, 1986 

I wanted to follow-up on the confidential memorandum of 
December 1, 1986. CITIZENS FOR AMERICA is firmly behind you 
our activists believe in the Reagan agenda and we are motivated 
by your outstanding accomplishments of the past six years. 

I feel that implementation of the plan suggested in the 
memorandum would be a highly strategic move for the 
administration. It is important that the press and 
administration opponents not continue to have a "field day" of 
Watergate proportions with the current situation. 

Your popularity among the American people remains at 
unprecedented levels despite the speculation surrounding the 
Iran/Nicaragua situation. We cannot allow this incident to 
handicap your historic presidency. 

I recognize that the fluid political situation has already 
dated some of my recommendations. But, if you find anything in 
the memorandum which could be of use during the corning days, 
please feel free to call on me to discuss it further. 

With deep respect, 

( ! ~ 
vV 

Ger d armen 
C 

GPC/sa rJ 1t-/.£i 
214 Massachusetts Avenue, NE• Suite 320 • Washington, D.C. 20002 • 202/ 544-7888 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 11, 1986 

ANNE HIGGINS: 

Wquld you please arrange 
to have a Presidential 
response prepared for the 
attached letter from 
Gerald Carmen, and returned 
to my office to go to 
the President by close 
of business Friday, 
December 12th. Thank you. 

David Chew 



The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr . President: 

December 3, 1986 

I wanted to follow- up on the confidential memorandum of 
December 1, 1986. CITIZENS FOR AMERICA is firmly behind you 
our activists believe in the Reagan agenda and we are motivated 
by your outstanding accomplishments of the past six years . 

I feel that implementation of the plan suggested in the 
memorandum would be a highly strategic move for the 
administration. It is important that the press and 
administration opponents not continue to have a "field day" of 
Watergate proportions with the current situation . 

Your popularity among the American people remains at 
unprecedented levels despite the speculation surrounding the 
Iran/Nicaragua situation. We cannot allow this incident to 
handicap your historic presidency. 

I recognize that the fluid political situation has already 
dated some of my recommendations. But, if you find anything in 
the memorandum which could be of use during the coming days, 
please feel free to call on me to discuss it further. 

GPC/sa 
.-4,,-; / i t I 

With deep respect, 
_, I 

' : / 
/ I vi /~ • 

/ :I✓'- / / • •• 
,, I // . • 

,.. ' ~/ :._ 

Gerald Y./carmen 
Ch,a~,,I'tfian/ 

I/ 

-?-j . / /-,,(_/ / / . .z / ·:.·• r--<_,,_., ,. _,A, ... _,,~-----.-l. -
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21-.i Massachusetts Avenue, NE • Suite 320 • Washington. D.C. 20002 • 202/5-H -7888 
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NOTED BY DTR 

The Honorable Donald Regan 
Chief of Staff 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Don: 

F 

December 3, 1986 

I wanted to follow-up on the confidential memorandum to the 
president of December 1, 1986. CITIZENS FOR AMERICA stands 
firmly behind the president -- our activists believe in the 
Reagan agenda and we are motivated by his outstanding 
accomplishments of the past six years. 

I feel that implementation of the plan suggested in the 
memorandum would be a highly strategic move for the 
administration. It is important that the press and 
administration opponents not continue to have a "field day" of 
Watergate proportions with the current situation. 

The president's popularity among the American people remains 
at unprecedented levels despite the speculation surrounding the 
Iran/Nicaragua situation. We cannot allow this incident to 
handicap his historic presidency. 

I recognize that the fluid political situation has already 
dated some of my recommendations. But, if you find anything in 
the memorandum which could be of use during the ooming days, 
please feel free to call on me to discuss it r her. 

Wit~ esp;,e: t, 

/ . 1/1,✓• 

GPC/sa 

214 Massachusetts Avenue, NE • Suite 320 • Washington, D.C. 20002 • 202/ 544-7888 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

........ -----



TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

I i_,/3/ !Jb 

~(ct?~ 
DONALD T. REGAN 
CHIEF OF STAFF 



MEMORANDUM 

TO: President Ronald Reagan 

FROM: Ambassador Gerald Carmen, Chairman, Citizens for America 

DATE: December 1, 1986 

RE: Iranian Initiative and Central America 

President Reagan is correct -- he should not "back-off" his 
position on the diplomatic initiative to Iran. That action sought to 
improve America's position in an economically and strategically vital 
country. The Administration should take the offensive in the public 
debate, and force the president's critics to back-up their 
accusations. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1 ) President Reagan's policy is correct. 

2) The rough outline of events, as we now know it, is accurate. 

3) Public confidence in the president, as reflected in his 
continued strong rating in the polls during this political 
and media onslaught , stems from the president's character and 
the accomplishments of his Administration: in lowering 
inflation; cutting taxes for working Americans; increasing 
employment to an all-time high, spurring sustained economic 
growth; rebuilding our national defenses; promoting SDI; 
working for real arms-reductions. The American 
people trust President Reagan, and respect his abilities. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That an information center separate from the White House Press 
Office be established which would be responsible for issuing all 
information and comments by the Administration relating to the 
diplomatic initiative to Iran and transfer of money to the freedom 
fighters in Central America. 

1) The office should be open from early morning u ntil 
late evening, to meet all press deadlines and insure that 
our side is represented in all news s t ories. 



2) An office spokesman should be selected who has credibility 
with the press and/or a public reputation for integrity. 

3) A daily briefing on this situation should be given 
by the office spokesman, scheduled so that coverage 
appears on the evening newscasts and in the 
morning papers. 

4) All new information relating to this matter should 
be released through the information office immediately. 
To allow delays or leaks to get ahead of us would undermine 
the credibility of the office, the correctness of the 
Administration's position, and give the president's opponents 
a platform for moral posturing. It is important that the 
president maintain the high ground in this matter. 

RATIONALE: 

The Administration should stress the "why and how" in its public 
comments on the diplomatic initiative -- relate to the public the 
strategic imperative behind the actions, both in Iran and in Central 
America, and the steps taken to further US national security 
interests. 

The critics of the president on this matter are critics of the 
president in general. This incident has given them a cover to attack 
President Reagan without revealing their overall opposition to the 
Reagan Agenda. The fact is that once the Iran/Nicaragua activities 
became public knowledge, they changed from a substantive issue into a 
political issue. Our opponents recognize this, so should we. 

Opponents of the president have seized on these events as a means 
to attack the president personally and to undercut the entire Reagan 
Agenda. No one can deny the strategic importance of Iran or Nicaragua 
to the us. Questions concerning methods are subject to legitimate 
debate, but these are foreign policy matters which offer no real 
political reward. Therefore, critics concentrate on questions of 
procedure, not substance, to further their political ends. 

The Administration should go on the offensive in the 
Iran/Nicaragua debate. Both policies are correct, and critics should 
be called on to justify their attacks -- and to pay the price for 
their shameless attempts to create another Watergate. In their rush 
to hurt the president they have put themselves out on a limb -- do 
they oppose the policy goals, or just the man behind the plans? 

President Reagan has always believed that, if given the facts, 
the American people will reach the proper conclusion. A strong public 



posture by the Administration will expose the political motivation of 
the president's opponents, thereby undercutting their efforts and 
putting the debate back in the foreign policy sphere. There, the 
i mperative behind the president's actions will be understood, and 
approved, by the American people. 

THE INFORMATION CENTER : 

The information center provides the best means to achieve this 
end . Establishment of this office breaks the link between the 
Iran/Nicaragua situation and normal White House business. The 
center also has the potential for serving a greater number of 
journalists than the White House Press Office, especially those who 
are not part of the "major media" and less adversarial toward the 
Administration. Most important, such a move would signal 
Administration openness and a willingness to deal with this matter 
head-on. 

ATMOSPHERE: 

The physical lay-out of the information center should be designed 
to reinforce the "why and how" theme of Administration comment: 

Any photograph taken in the information center should relay the 
logic behind the policy . Maps depicting the strategic importance of 
Iran and Central America should be hung from the walls. Management 
and flow charts which graphically detail the government process should 
be displayed as well. The public is interested in how policy is 
implemented . If explained properly, they will appreciate the 
difference between intelligence and diplomatic methods . 

Diagrams and time-lines outlining the events and exchanges 
involved in the US-Iran contacts should be made available . In 
addition, information kits should be prepared and distributed. Such 
efforts serve to focus public commentary on the substance of the 
issue. 

ADDITIONAL POINTS: 

The past records and achievements of Admiral Poindexter and Lt. 
Colonel North should be detailed to the American public. These men 
have spent a lifetime serving America, and are deserving of public 
commendation. 

NOTES: 

The appointment of a special prosecutor could be interpreted as 
an admission of guilt. Attorney General Meese should take the full 60 



days allowed by law to conduct his investigation before any decision 
is made. 

While the convening of a special session of Congress holds some 
merit, the historical rarity of such an action might contribute to a 
sense of urgency or crisis that is unwarranted if the recommended 
steps are taken. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

At this time we know of no laws which have been broken. 

Questions remain over the constitutionality of many of the laws 
which critics allege have been violated. 

The media should be reminded that, in America, people are 
innocent until proven guilty. 

In any event, due process will prevail. It should be stressed 
that if any laws have been broken, the perpetrators will be 
prosecuted. 

During a struggle, the threat does not come from your own people. 
We should circle the wagons and avoid turning inward, to foster unity 
instead of division and chaos. 
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2 Maps 
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JAQUELIN H. HUME 

550 KEARNY STREET, SUITE 1000 

SAN FRANCISCO 94108 

November 26, 1986 

Ambassador Gerald P. Carmen 
Chairman 
Citizens for America 
214 Massachusetts Ave., NE 
Suite #320 
Washington, DC 20002 

Dear Jerry: 

The current problems faced by the Administration must 
be put in perspective by comparison with the accom­
plishments of the Administration during the last six 
years. During this time: 

1. The worldwide position of the United States has 
improved to a point where we are generally 
recognized as the effective and responsible 
leader of the free world. All of us can a gain 
be proud to be American citizens. 

2. Russia has been brought to the bargaining table 
and is finally discussing seriously major 
reductions in armaments. 

3. Our country is working intensely on defending 
ourselves from nuclear missiles. 

4. Our armed forces have been greatly strengthened 
in the quality of personnel, the quality and 
quantity of equipment, and the quality of 
leadership. 

5 . The recent reorganization of the military command 
and supply systems seem certain to give the 
country a much more effective defense force. 

6. Inflation, which was 12½% per year when Reagan 
took office, has been reduced to less than 1% 
at present. 
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Ambassador Gerald P. Carmen 
November 26, 1986 
Page two 

7. The top marginal tax rate for individuals has 
been lowered from 70% to between 28% and 33%. 
The corporate rate has been reduced to 34%. A 
large portion of the tax avoidance loopholes have 
been eliminated from the Tax Code. 

8. The prime rate has been brought down from 20% 
to where the cost of money is no longer a 
controlling factor in business or personal plans 
for the future. 

Our country is much stronger, healthier and more 
effective in domestic and foreign affairs than it 
was six years ago. In view of the vastly greater 
importance of the progress we have made under 
President Reagan's leadership, we must not let the 
crescendo of media and political talk about the 
current problem cause us to lose our perspective. 
The current imbroglio becomes a petty affair when 
compared to the accomplishments of the Reagan 
administration. 

Kind regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. H. Hume 

JHH:s 



Dear Jerry: 

Thank you for your letter of December 3, 1986 and your • 

very helpful suggestions. I agfee-efta~- shared your view 

eRa~- of the need to take the offense and as you can tell 

from the activities of this past week, your message was 

heeded. 

Again, thank you for your input and I hope that you will 

continue to pass along to us your suggestions. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

DTR 



MEMORANDUM 

TO: President Ronald Reagan 

FROM: Ambassador Gerald Carmen, Chairman, Citizens for America 

DATE: December 1, 1986 

RE: Iranian Initiative and Central America 

President Reagan is correct -- he should not "back-off" his 
position on the diplomatic initiative to Iran. That action sought to 
improve America's position in an economically and strategically vital 
country. The Administration should take the offensive in the public 
debate, and force the president's critics to back-up their 
accusations. 

ASSUMPTIONS: 

1) President Reagan's policy is correct. 

2) The rough outline of events, as we now know it, is accurate. 

3) Public confidence in the president, as reflected in his 
continued strong rating in the polls during this political 
and media onslaught, sterns from the president's character and 
the accomplishments of his Administration: in lowering 
inflation; cutting taxes for working Americans; increasing 
employment to an all-time high, spurring sustained economic 
growth; rebuilding our national defenses; promoting SDI; 
working for real arms-reductions. The American 
people trust President Reagan, and respect his abilities. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That an information center separate from the White House Press 
Office be established which would be responsible for issuing all 
information and comments by the Administration relating to the 
diplomatic initiative to Iran and transfer of money to the freedom 
fighters in Central America. 

1) The office should be open from early morning until 
late evening, to meet all press deadlines and insure that 
our side is represented in all news stories. 



2) An office spokesman should be selected who has credibility 
with the press and/or a public reputation for integrity. 

3) A daily briefing on this situation should be given 
by the office spokesman, scheduled so that coverage 
appears on the evening newscasts and in the 
morning papers. 

4) All new information relating to this matter should 
be released through the information office immediately. 
To allow delays or leaks to get ahead of us would undermine 
the credibility of the office, the correctness of the 
Administration's position, and give the president's opponents 
a platform for moral posturing. It is important that the 
president maintain the high ground in this matter. 

RATIONALE: 

The Administration should stress the "why and how" in its public 
comments on the diplomatic initiative -- relate to the public the 
strategic imperative behind the actions, both in Iran and in Central 
America, and the steps taken to further US national security 
interests. 

The critics of the president on this matter are critics of the 
president in general. This incident has given them a cover to attack 
President Reagan without revealing their overall opposition to the 
Reagan Agenda. The fact is that once the Iran/Nicaragua activities 
became public knowledge, they changed from a substantive issue into a 
political issue. Our opponents recognize this, so should we. 

Opponents of the president have seized on these events as a means 
to attack the president personally and to undercut the entire Reagan 
Agenda. No one can deny the strategic importance of Iran or Nicaragua 
to the US. Questions concerning methods are subject to legitimate 
debate, but these are foreign policy matters which offer no real 
political reward. Therefore, critics concentrate on questions of 
procedure, not substance, to further their political ends. 

The Administration should go on the offensive in the 
Iran/Nicaragua debate. Both policies are correct, and critics should 
be called on to justify their attacks -- and to pay the price for 
their shameless attempts to create another Watergate. In their rush 
to hurt the president they have put themselves out on a limb -- do 
they oppose the policy goals, or just the man behind the plans? 

President Reagan has always believed that, if given the facts, 
the American people will reach the proper conclusion. A strong public 



posture by the Administration will expose the political motivation of 
the president's opponents, thereby undercutting their efforts and 
putting the debate back in the foreign policy sphere. There, the 
imperative behind the president's actions will be understood, and 
approved, by the American people. 

THE INFORMATION CENTER: 

The information center provides the best means to achieve this 
end. Establishment of this office breaks the link between the 
Iran/Nicaragua situation and normal White House business. The 
center also has the potential for serving a greater number of 
journalists than the White House Press Office, especially those who 
are not part of the "major media" and less adversarial toward the 
Administration. Most important, such a move would signal 
Administration openness and a willingness to deal with this matter 
head-on. 

ATMOSPHERE: 

The physical lay-out of the information center should be designed 
to reinforce the "why and how" theme of Administration comment: 

Any photograph taken in the information center should relay the 
logic behind the policy. Maps depicting the strategic importance of 
Iran and Central America should be hung from the walls. Management 
and flow charts which graphically detail the government process should 
be displayed as well. The public is interested in how policy is 
implemented. If explained properly, they will appreciate the 
difference between intelligence and diplomatic methods. 

Diagrams and time-lines outlining the events and exchanges 
involved in the US-Iran contacts should be made available. In 
addition, information kits should be prepared and distributed. Such 
efforts serve to focus public commentary on the substance of the 
issue. 

ADDITIONAL POINTS: 

The past records and achievements of Admiral Poindexter and Lt. 
Colonel North should be detailed to the American public. These men 
have spent a lifetime serving America, and are deserving of public 
commendation. 

NOTES: 

The appointment of a special prosecutor could be interpreted as 
an admission of guilt. Attorney General Meese should take the full 60 



days allowed by law to conduct his investigation before any decision 
is made. 

While the convening of a special session of Congress holds some 
merit, the historical rarity of such an action might contribute to a 
sense of urgency or crisis that is unwarranted if the recommended 
steps are taken. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

At this time we know of no laws which have been broken. 

Questions remain over the constitutionality of many of the laws 
which critics allege have been violated. 

The media should be reminded that, .in America, people are 
innocent until proven guilty. 

In any event, due process will prevail. It should be stressed 
that if any laws have been broken, the perpetrators will be 
prosecuted. 

During a struggle, the threat does not come from your own people. 
We should circle the wagons and avoid turning inward, to foster unity 
instead of division and chaos. 
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JAQUELIN H. HUME 

550 KEARNY STREET, SUITE 1000 

SAN FRANCISCO 94108 

November 26, 1986 

Ambassador Gerald P. Carmen 
Chairman 
Citizens for America 
214 Massachusetts Ave., NE 
Suite #320 
Washington, DC 20002 

Dear Jerry: 

The current problems faced by the Administration must 
be put in perspective by comparison with the accom­
plishments of the Administration during the last six 
years. During this time: 

1 . The worldwide position of the United States has 
improved to a point where we are generally 
recognized as the effective and responsible 
leader of the free world. All of us can again 
be proud to be American citizens. 

2 . Russia has been brought to the bargaining table 
and is finally discussing seriously major 
reductions in armaments. 

3. Our country is working intensely on defending 
ourselves from nuclear missiles. 

4. Our armed forces have been greatly strengthened 
in the quality of personnel, the quality and 
quantity of equipment, and the quality of 
leadership . 

5. The recent reorganization of the military command 
and supply systems seem certain to give the 
country a much more effective defense force . 

6. Inflation, which was 12½% per year when Reagan 
took office , has been reduced to less than 1% 
at present. 
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Ambassador Gerald P. Carmen 
November 26, 1986 
Page two 

7. The top marginal tax rate for individuals has 
been lowered from 70% to between 28% and 33% . 
The corporate rate has been reduced to 34%. A 
large portion of the tax avoidance loopholes have 
been eliminated from the Tax Code . 

8. The prime rate has been brought down from 20% 
to where the cost of money is no longer a 
controlling factor in business or personal plans 
for the future. 

Our country is much stronger, healthier and more 
effective in domestic and foreign affairs than it 
was six years ago. In view of the vastly greater 
importance of the progress we have made under 
President Reagan's leadership, we must not let the 
crescendo of media and political talk about the 
current problem cause us to lose our perspective. 
The current imbroglio becomes a petty affair when 
compared to the accomplishments of the Reagan 
administration. 

Kind regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

ll 
J. H. Hurne 

JHH:s 
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ID# ______ _ 

WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET --- - ------

□ 0 • OUTGOING 

□ H . INTERNAL 

□ I • INCOMING ?Jo 
Date Correspondence I / "1 1. Received (YY /MM/DD) ..,.,_,:;__----=--------"~'----"~-- ) J / 

Name of Correspondent: ____ l_ ~----+±::\::£i--+-~/"')o'\~_,.4'"T._~/-~~~~,.-
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INFORMATION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

MEMORANDUM FOR AL KEEL 
WILL BALL 
PETER WALLISON 

FROM: RON S~E • 

December 16, 1986 

SUBJECT: Letter to the President from House Permanent 
'Select Committee on Intelligence, Dec 15, 1986 . 

The attached letter to the President from the House Permanent 
Selept Committee of Intelligence was hand-delivered to the White 
House last night. 

Attachment 

cc: Alan Kranowitz 
Jay Stevens 
Bob Pearson 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 16, 1986 

DIANNA HOLLAND . 

KATHY RATT' JAFFKE ½ 
Iran/Contra Matter 

Attached is a December 15 letter to the President from 
Congressman Lee Hamilton, Chairman of the Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence, requesting information for his 
Committee's investigation into the sale of arms to Iran and 
related matters. 

Although Ron Sable provided the Counsel's office with a copy 
earlier this morning, I am forwarding the action copy to your 
office for appropriate handling. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

cc: Records Management - FYI (ID# 4672 60 ) 



LEE H. HAMI LTON, INUIANA, CHAIRMAN 

LOUIS STOKES, OH;O 
DAVE MCCURDY, OKLAHOMA 

ROOM H-405, U.S. CAPITOL 
1202) 225-41'21 

ANTHONY C. BEILENSON, CALIFORNIA 

ROBERT W. KASTENMEIER, WISCONSIN 
DAN DANIEL, VIRGINIA U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
ROBERT A. ROE, NEW JERSEY 
GEORGE E. BROWN, JR., CALIFORNIA 

MATTHEW F. McHUGH, NEW YORK 

BERNARD J. DWYER, NEW JERSEY 

BOB STUMP. ARIZONA 
ANDY IRELAND, FLORIDA 

HENRY J. HYDE, ILLINOIS 
DICK CHENEY, WYOMING 
BOB LIVINGSTON, LOUISIANA 
BOB McEWEN, OHIO 

PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON INTELLIGENCE 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

THOMAS K. LATIMER, STAFF DIRECTOR 
MICHAEL J. O'NEIL, CHIEF COUNSEL 
STEVEN K. BERRY, ASSOCIATE COUNSEL 

December 15, 1986 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

The Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence is continuing its 
investigation of covert arms sales to Iran and related rratters. The Committee 
has conducted a series of hearings to date focusing principally on the role of 
the U.S. intelligence community in supporting the Iran operation. The 
Corrrrnittee has reached a point in its investigation where it wishes to acquire 
a better understanding of events of interest within the National Security 
Council and the White House. 

Mindful of your pledge of full cooperation with Congressional 
investigation of the Iran operation, the Committee requests the production of 
all records, docwnents, recordings, or other materials referring to or 
concerning: 

meetings between William J. casey and Robert M. Gates with Vice 
Admiral John M. Poindexter on or about October 7, October 15, or 
November 6, 1986 relating to concerns about the security or possible 
diversion of funds from the Iran operation; 

a draft Presidential Finding transmitted by William J. Casey to 
Admiral John M. Poindexter on November 26, 1986: 

meetings of the National Security Council or National Security 
Planning Group concerning the Iran operation, any draft Presidential 
Finding authorizing the sale of arms to Iran, any discussion of 
meetings between U.S. and Iranian representatives from January 1, 
1985 through December 15, 1986, concerning arms sales to Iran or the 
release of U.S. hostages; 

the use by, or diversion to, the contras or any source other than the 
U.S. Treasury of proceeds from sales of arms to Iran; 

any request from any member of the NSC staff to the Central 
Intelligence Agency or the Department of Defense for assistance in 
connection with arms sales to Iran or the release of U.S. hostages 
held in Lebanon; 

Any legal issue arising from the sale of arms to Iran or the 
diversion of the proceeds from such sales; 
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any telephone or message communications, either secure or unsecure, 
of Lieutenant Colonel Oliver L. North or Lieutenant Colonel Robert 
Earl between January 1, 1985 and Dece:rrt>er 15, 1986 relating to Iran, 
U.S . hostages, or the contras; 

the nature and terms of employment or association, including salary 
or remuneration, with the National Security Council or the White 
House for the following individuals: Richard v. Secord, Albert 
Hakim, Robert Dutton, Raphael Quintero, Charles P. Tyson, Robert 
Lilac , or Michael Ledeen. 

In addition, the Corrnnittee requests any records of telephone calls to or from 
Lieutenant Colonel North between January 1, 1985 and Decerrber 15, 1986. 

The Committee also desires to interview the following NSC or if\lhite House 
officials: 

Lieutenant Colonel Robert Earl, USMC 
Howard Teicher 
Paul Thompson 
Don Gregg 
Wilma Hall 
Fawn Hall 
Lieutenant Colonel Douglas Menarchik 

These interviews would be conducted by the Committee's staff. The Corrmittee 
may seek to interview other NSC or White House officials in the future. 

In addition, the Corrnnittee wishes to receive the testimony of 
Donald Regan, and may wish to call any of the above-listed individuals as 
witnesses, on Thursday, December 18, 1986. 

The Committee's point of contact for this request is Michael J . O'Neil, 
Chief Counsel. 

It is my hope that the White House's prompt response to this request will 
aid the Committee's inquiry and permit the swift conclusion of its 
investigation into these matters. 

With best wishes, I am 

Lee H. Hamil ton 
Chairman 
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6213 East Lake Drive 
San Diego, CA 92119 
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November 19, 1986 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. President: 

Dur i ng the last two weeks, I have been following your 
dilemma with special interest. I have, for the last six years, 
been a great believer in what you have done. I am sincerely sorry 
to see that, during these last couple of weeks, you are ruining 
your place in the history of our country. I can't remember a 
President in the past that has taken his place in history before 
history was even written. 

_J:'h is evenJ __ ng..,._- I--w-a,,t-ehed---yo on-n-a,.t,-i-o.naJ.._,!:._it J.~ v 1 s ion and was 
very upset with what I saw and heard, Mr. President-:-~-·~rc~~scesm.s.- to 

- me· T h:aC_.,, a '"""inan" ·of -your ·~ch'1rr a.cter ~n-e-ed-~ n-e•t ;"-get ..... ,h~i ,m&e-1.f .. - involved 
~ith a country that, for the most part, is only interested in 
ma.kin'°g * m-e-r~i"can-s..:·t'o-oif....:I---i Re ·· -r"bo-i -; : - .. , I '·'Fea.'r- ; M r- ·-;·.-; .. ;J?..,r-.es,.iqent, that 
they have done so once again and you might very well • b·;,;·-- ·their 
goat .. I write you this letter with the hope that you might 
actually read it. 

I, Mr. President, have never been involved with people the 
likes of these Iranians. I worked with the U.S. Customs 
Department on an operation called EXODOS>. This operation was 
with an agent who worked undercover in a case agai:r:ist a ma.:_n . .Lr.om. 

.:rr:.~!i==--~ lio P,Ii,'e};C J :_baC ~£ b .e . Ma ·r ctel) i~·:erc tr an·· ·and I 'r aq would . P!?. t . end 
- ~t least not before he had made ~ ~ idy pr6fit oi( th~ - arms he 
wanted the agent and me to help him purchase, for sale. This is 
but a very small part of this case; this man also said he had the 
means from Iran to purchase some $500,000,000.00 for whatever 
armaments that we could help him purchase. One of the items this 
man told the U.S. Attorney and myself he needed was the 
TRIGGERING DEVICE for an ATOMIC BOMB. He claimed to have talked 
to the Ambassador to Iraq and, 
he was sure that Iran would. 

if Iraq did not want this device, 



Mr. President, I put my life on the line for my country, but 
for what? It seems that you are above the law. I fully realize 
that we, the public, will never know the facts behind what you 
and your people did, but it seems to me that, as President, you 
OWE THE PUBLIC A FACTUAL ANSWER. If not, then maybe I was 
foolhardy in what I did for my country. 

If you disagree with my thinking, I am sorry; but, from 
where I sit, it seems to me that the only persons benefitting 
from this covert action were the companies that you instructed to 
ship the armaments. Had I known that our own President was going 
to go against the law of the land, I might have had a change of 
heart and not gotten involved in Operation Exodus, a possible 
life threatening action. By the way, Mr. President, this action 
began, it seems, just about the same time your action began, 
about May of 19847. 

This is the first and probably the last time you will ever 
hear my name, if your secretary chooses to bring this letter to 
your attention. I'm sorry that the reason for this letter was to 
tell you that I believe you've let our country down; if nothing 
else, I feel that you've let me down and you don't even know me. 

The Iranian people persist in 
Just greedy, money-grabbing people. 
proved they were right. Our country, 
bigger than the both us; it needs 
history. Please don't let us down. 

thinking that Americans are 
I'm afraid that we have just 
Mr. President, is certainly 
leaders like you in its 

Thank you, Mr. President, if by some small chance you might 
see this letter, for being understanding of my feelings and 
disappointment in the last few weeks. I hope that the next two 
years of your term in office are as fruitful for you as the last 
six years have been. After Operation Exodus was completed, I was 
proud to tell my friends that I had, in a very small way, helped 
my country. I have a feeling that this is what being President 
must be like - only in a much grander way. 

Respectfully yours, 

William G. Ball 

Enclosures 

WGB:tmb 



DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

U.S. CUSTOMS SERVICE 

Mr. Will i am Ba 11 
6213 East Lake Drive 
San Diego, California 

Dear Mr. Ball: 

SAN DIEGO, CALIF. 
July 29, 1985 
REFER TO 

SD03UT472514:DS 
SHOOSHTARY, Vasser A. etal 

I wish to take this opportunity to express the gratitude of this office and 
the United States Customs Service for your participation in the above-cited 
undercover investigation. As a re sult of your cooperation the U.S. go vernment 
was able to indict and succes sfully prosecute several individuals who conspired 
to illegally export munitions items from the United States to the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. I am fully aware of the services which you rendered to the 
Customs Service and of the risks you incurred by voluntarily agreeing to 
participate in certain possibly dangerous undercover activities. The time and 
conscientious effort offered by you truly contributed to the success of the 
entire operation. In such times as these it is reassuring to know that the 
country can depend on persons like yourself to volunteer their services to 
help to ensure the defense of this nation's policies and the protection of the 
laws enacted to enforce those policies. 

Once again please accept my personal thanks to you on behalf of the agents of 
this office and the entire Customs Service . 

Sincerely, 

REPLY TO: SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE, 40 1 WEST A STREET, SUITE 305, SA N DIEGO, CALIF. 92 10 1 
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,,. Authoritlrs douht Shnrn-htary and smui?r.l~~ .- ~hOO!',hlary bluntly M- can~- . ;loyally to an~lhing." 
'1~ partner hafl an."t'lUI tn - nr thRl da~. \\1'! •ant In makf' '"'me mon- F.:arllM" thl!'I )'f'ar fedt'T11I 8$?rnts ar• I S!tcof.'!lhtary, 49 - a rr!lid.-nt allf'n ! 

. . ,.fM. Iraqi military now J>M!lr!l!lt'!I - ~ - And In 91 ub!lr.qt1rnt l'onvt'rsa• ~tNI a man they if!t'nllflr d as a \lilh d11al clli1.rnshlp In Iran and ' 
i,,nJd('llr wnpon!I . Rut the <'Hf' IIIU!I• hont1 ""·rctly rt-rorded by the •11:rnt l'aki!llanl Rl.(f'nl who w11s an·usl'd of Grr:it Br itain - pl.,aded gutlty lo the 
.ii t-atP.11 tht- br:i1f'n and lllf'rrPnary Sh~htarylsald that "lh<'rt! are 2.000 • trying to !IOllll?,Clf' 50 krytrons our of ·,f"(port , lolatlon ronsplrnry rhargr11, 
hll't~s nf thnM" drallng In W('ripons J>f'!Jllll' .. 11k• u, lrylnJ? tP JfA?1 141'"" thr Unitf'fl SlalP.11. In May a llunllng. awldin JC, a lrfal that \l'OUld hav" fra . 

rtr,, tht' lnt«-rnatlnnal hlaC'k markrt - monry from thf, Iranian ftO\'('rn• ton &arh, ('allf .. man " ' H h1t1irtt•d lured l"'X 1('nsl\·(' use or 11urrc'J)titiou11ly 
~,sn , untierRfnUTld arms ba1.aar that mrnl. 1 on rh;uws that he illr1zally t'Xpurtcd taJ)t' r rcr·,rdrd com ·rrsallons . .• 
r,r,drral ln:·~s charge hu lurrd Rut im•f'!llil?alon 111~0 dlsroYf'red triJ?J?l'rlnJ? drviC'f"S to lsrarL Tra11s,TIJJt" of thm" co-:·,·t'rsalinn!'I 
')~'f'llld-be profill'rn frnrn ln!'lil(' thr that Shooshtary and Amir Mansour. Nrithrr Shoo,;hlary nnr M11n!4111Jr providt' i <'V('aling gllr:1psl'!I not onJv 
1rP.-nta1?nn. the U.S. military s11pply hi!! I.Andon partnt'r, v.rrt' attempt ing •11~ l'H'r c·hargf'd with a criminal ,·1. 
. j»9t.-m and Amrrican husin«-s11. to "gc•t !lnmr mnnry" from dl'al:i1 with nlatlon In c-onn('t'linn with tht' krvtron 
~ Lns A~rlt'S Timl"!I Sundlly re• the Iraqi Jovrrnment . a1' \\«-II. Their m'J!otlatiom. ShOOKhtary ln~l"h'~rlfie , 
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FROM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASH INGTON, D.C. 

Mrs . Elsa Sandstrom 
8860 Villa La Jolla Drive 
La Jolla, California 92037 
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TO: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

FROM: KATHYOSBORNE 



ELSA SANDSTROM 

December 8, 1986 

President Ronald keagan 
The Whi te House 
Washington, D. C. 200 

Dear Mr. President -

Bravo, to you Mr. President! In spite of 

the media's attempts to crucify you and turn public opinion 

against you, they will not sua:ceed, for you have built your 

"house" upon a rock ~din Truth. So ingrained has become the 

media's "psyche" to slant the news to their personal ideologies 

and desire f or power, they have lost a perspective of fairness 

or objecti vitv• - if they ever had any! 

What gives Senator Byrd the right to repeat over and over the 

all-inclusive statement, "the .American people" . He does 

not speak for e and millions like me -who support :you i n this 

crisis; -which would never have r eached its present stage, if 

our representatives and the media had acted in the interest of 

our countr, i ru,tead of "exalti ng" their O'Wll egoes in their 

l ust for power. 'i'hey remind me of a little terrier who has 

fi nally gotten r:is teeth into a bone and is determined not to 

let go ! 

It is so sad . we have so many maj or problems crying for 

solution . and so many visions for our country ... cer-

time can be better spent "building", rather than "teP.ring" 

down! 



ELSA SANDSTROM 
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We can only pray that the miracle of God's love will instill Hi s 

peace into t he hearts of all, even our enemies, that they rtJay come 

to a resolution to place the greater good of our country over nar-

row, vain personal gratification. 

May God bles s arn:I protect you and our lovely 1'1.rs t Lady -

"'rhe Lord is my light and my s alvation; whom sh'l.11 I 
fear? the Lord is t he strengt h of my li f e ; of whom 
shall I be a ~rRi d ? 

ti 

Though an host s~ou:d enca;:;p against c::e, my eart 
shall not fear; t hough war should rise ag:rins t □e , 

i n t his shall I be confident. 

heart 
be of good courage, and He-·. shall strenibhen thy 

11 

Psm 27; 1, 3, 14 

they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; 
they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and 
not faint." 

Isaian °10; jl 






