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• UNClASSf lED 
(Classificat16n} 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM" 
S/S 8501874 

Date Oc.tober 25, 1985 

For: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane 
National Security Council 
The White House 

Reference: 

To: President Reagan From: Mohammad Derakhshesh 

Date: January 9, 1985 Subject: Rent-free use of tbe Iranian 

Embassy by the Mehregan Cultural Foundation 

WH Referral Dated: January 17, 1985 NSC ID# · 272180 
(if any) 

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State. 

Action Taken: 

X 

Remarks: 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other. 

U.S. Government classified documents were attached to Mr. Derakhshesh's 
letter. State Department Security is or will be investigating. 

:,-;._~~ 
~ -~~~~
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(Classification) 



Mr. Mohammad Derakhshesh 
Iran Teachers Association 
P.O. Box 625.7 
Washington, D.C. 20015 

Dear Mr. Derakhshesh: 

United States Department of State 
Office of Foreign Missions 
Washington, D. C. 20520 

October 18, 1985 

The President has asked us to respond to your letter of 
January 9, 1985, suggesting that the United States government 
make the premises of the former Iranian Embassy in Washington 
available for use by your association. 

The Department of State regrets that your proposal 
appears to be impracticable. Under authority of the Foreign 
Missions Act of 1982, the building housing the former Iranian 
Chancery in Washington has been placed under the 
custodianship and control of the Department of State. The 
Department has placed these premises into use as an office 
building for several important Department operations, and it 
has officially been designated as State Annex-20. Employees 
have been moved into the building, and a significant amount 
of office and computer equipment has been installed. 

Given the Department's pressing needs for office space 
which are being met by this building, and the investment that 
has already been made in the current arrangement, we regret 
that your proposal cannot favorably be considered. 

Sincerely yours, 

James E. Nolan, Jr., 
Director 
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REFERRAL 

TO: DEFART~E~T or STATE 

AC'TI~ R!:::'~'ESTEDt 
DIRECT R£?tY, rcR~ISH 1sro COPY 

IO: 272180 

LETTER, C~TtO JASUARY 9, 1985 

~R. !o!::>H~~,:~:, C'ERJ.!OiSHESH 
PRESIDEST 
lRAS TE~~HtRS ASS!Y.'IATI~ 
PCST orFIC't 8~X 62~7 
..:ASHIS:iT~; D:' 20015 

0 F F I ,. E 

JASUARY 17, 1985 

s::a.:t:T: JU:~:.·rsrs ':'Ht IR"SIAS t~:B;\SSY IS \<.ASHI~:;rO"; l't 
~~)£ AV;\IL"E:E REST-FREE FOR USE BY THE 
~==~Rtv~, cr:.r:.·R~ FOCS:'ATIOS 

PR~P':' AC'Tl OS IS ESSES':lAL -- IF Rt OU I RED AM'l ~ H.~s NC1I' 8ttN 
~ TAY.E~ ~ITH:s 9 \,;:)Ri:IS'.; 01-.\'S or Rt~tlPT, PLEAS[ TtttPH~:t THE 
· ' u~:,tRSIGSEJ AT 456-7486. 

JtTUPS COF? tSPo~;:,r~;:£' \oi:,Rrs HE[T AS:, C'OPY OF RES POSSE 
( O? 0?.;..rT) TO: 
AGES:'Y LIJ..:S')~;, R::>O~ 9!, Tl-it ~'HITE HO:JS[ 

s1-.:tY t<ELLEY 
DlRt:'TOR or A:;t~:-y Ll.t.ISOS 
PFE~ I :it'-:TI AL CC'F:; !: ~ r :;•;::.,;r.•; "."£ 

·-~ ;•, · ', . 
,., .. ,, . 
.. ~~\. ~,. _,. . . . 

' ,r,lt;,.-.:._, , 
•- • N,0 ,,\ ..,,?:.J'~~'\i.io-~ •,.,,,,,! , 
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Tr.e Frrs Li ent 
'!'r.e -..·r. 1te House 
ii .o. s~ .1:-.:ton, D.C. 

S1ra 

Jar.-. .mry 9, 1985 

In ~~.c; lf of tr.e Iran Teac~.e~s .kssoc1Rt1on, I rr r. ; •·ctrully sub::1t 
fer yo'.lr cor,s1.:!ern.t1cr. tt.e 11e~ descrne.1. below ~-1. ,ch I bel1eve 
"'-!ll se:-ve tt:.e interest of tt·.e Ar.-.er1cnn Mt1cn 1t. f oster1r-e; de::oc
:-!-::y e.'tro.:11 an! the de~1re of free:!o:'.':-lo·:1~ lr:ii .1,,r11 to rresene 
t!-.e!r c·11ture !ln1 to ~rernre for the est'.l't-l1s~~:-.r-r,t. or de::ocrac7 
1r. I:-an. 'Ir.e brealt 1n d1r~o:-:.R.t1c relt\t1ons ~1th tt,f! Government 

'. of Iran, a rer11te wh1eh ~ c c:!o r.ot cor.s1der rerre : . .. r1tnt1ve of the 
Ira~1an n~t1cn, does not ~e~n tr.at relAt~ons bct~~rn our two 
r.a~1~ns sh~uld ~e sacr1f1ced, 

As t!-.e:-c are r.o~ over one h'J'."",!re:1 tt.o•.J:;nr.d Irnn1H r. t l1v1r-e 1n the 
t::-.Hed. Stnt es '-ho nee:1 a c~lt ~~al ar.:1 e! ucn t 1o!.nl tt·nt er, the Iran 
Teacre:-s Assoc1at1on re~·..;ests tr.n.t the lr:.:-.1:.r. !.:·.?.1.:;:y 1n \i'asr.1ne
tor:. -.. :-. 1ch h no), ur.!er tr.e c~r.~:-ol of t:~e t:.s. Cit. ·,c=--r--.ent be z:ade 
ava1ll'l°tle ·rer:t-free ur.t1l t!-.e t.e :-.rei!ll?. Cult-...rHl h .. ~11'!nt1::n, wh1ch 
1'e a'!"e r.o); ror::1r.g as a r.:r.-;:-;f1t o:-es~.1z~t1on. 1!. "~l• to afford 
tl".e rcr.t fro:: re::.· e'!"ar.1p d-.;u a!".! c!on'lt 1 c-ns. Tt.e F-rrose or the 
fo-..;.r.!'i~ 1 : r. 1s to r:-eserve ....-.~ fester Irnr.1a."l cult-...·" abro!lc1 and 
to e!u:ate Ira~1sr.s 1n the r'!"1~e!rles nn1 rro:e ~ses of de:ocraey. 
C;.e c~ o~'!" sre~1f1c r:-o~ects 11 to create a cn:!re ~r •~e:ocraey 
tes:~e'!"s• wt:.e '-111 help create at the r1ght t1:e •~ •t~csphere 
fer dr.:i:racy 1n lrar. ~here for r.ll:-.y deen'!es tr.t .,~c.,i.le were pre
Tt;.~e:! ~Y d1ctator1al ret1~e, fro:: u~~erstar:!1r~ t~e ~r.ef1t1 of 
~e=~:rac7. 

iie l'...:..:~est tes1;-nat1n;- tt·.e I:'!.nssy as the •1rar. Bei .. se• wr.1ch 
1'::i·..;::i t-e 1r.a·~-..:-ate:! 1r. tr.e r.::.=~ or fr1er.!sr.1r bet-·Hn 0-..:- two 
r.a~ 1e;.s. S'..leh use of t~e I=~ssy "-OUlc1 be Tt:")' "'~::.ly reee1ve~ 
bj· ::~t Ir9.!",hr.s out1Ue a~! 1r.s!:!e Iran. 

I t,.~:e th!s c;;o'!"tur.1ty 1r. 'be ~.e.lf of tr.e Iran 'I'ea:f.t:-, Assoc1at1on 
to 1r1:s r. yo· .. a r.n;ry t;e-.. lea:- a!.! a very p-o~-..iet!'t'e u .1 1r,s~1ra
t:c:-~l ae:o~: ter: 1n t~e 1r.~e:-est 0~ free~o~ •~: w~:l~ peace. 

~0!:~ rH;e : tru:ly yo;.u-1, 
.Mn,,,. ,"J.~k,.t(, 

Y.:..•.,,·.:., '! r.-era~-~-sr.eah, fres1:!er.t 
Fo:-=•:- ~:~~ate:- cf E1ucat!c~ 
P::-=~~ ~•~ ~ e~ cf F~rl1a:e~~ 

•;'~:; 

: "· .' 
l•\,-'(.\' 

'{/;:i. 
f' '" • .. ~_ 
.; , 
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"n1c lrc.."1 ':'cnc-~.o·::: J.tr:-cintic,n ,-.as fM.•r~dcd over 'J ( yn..rs nco a."1d 
h :-. r- h ..i ~ n t ·,a hi l < n t h f e i n r~ t u r 't \! 1 c :. t r C' c i c t y • l t b c c o.n as 
a tcac?: <·:-:.'clut-, callc:! thr ::, .. ~.n·ca."1 Club. Tt .c lr.~"1 Tcochcra 
J.r s ocinti:-:, l,l t,1· ru\lidcd U .c J: ct.rrcr-"'l nc-,·.-q:q,1 ,·.! .ich for 
~-c-c.rr v.~.r t~.t: crf.'.11 c,f t~c n: :ciotirr. 1.:~d n dl!11, •hr of the 
tc~c't,cn:• lccitir:.tt 1.:-1 ::r,.tirns. 

':he Ire.: , TeLcl:c:c: Arrc-ci1itirr., c-nc of H·.r clocrt rt::-.\ ,crr- of the 
,·,crld Cc·.!"c;.:l:H.tic~n of <'rc11..7,i:-~Urr.t c-!' U.c ":<:, ,c l i1 1,: frc,ft:.:tic-n, 
rr~~rl.c-dc-d r"re t~n..., n rc-:.n·~tirn rf e!~rrt~ tc., <rr;·tt a cc-n-
tc:i•Cr,,ry rt:~cturc fer ln·-"1 1 t l·d\:t~Hrnt·.l tyrttr. J.. foccl 
i:c-int cf i:~~cll<tt\1~l l1fc c.:~d r:-.~c,·:1n:r, tl-.c.- l'lJ.. ,•.i:r a."'I r-.ctivc 
r:.rticir ;~·. t. in n ·ciLl, r::-li1ic;l r:.d c\.ltu!"'c,l t,·,r . t!: r..""ltl dc-\'clc-r-
1:cr.t~ 1.t~t t~·.·c· r~.=-} ·tc c:.~ cc:--.~i:-:ut tc t~.:.ic- tl., t1, ~Hr.y c!" 'the 
lrt.."lie.-: r.:...~:.cr .•. 

J.~ c-- }-, ~ • -- :-- :: t t ::- ~ : 1 r ? l :- t , ~ ~. ~ l ': ;.. T r < r i c! c- :-. t , )". ~ ~ l t t! l r o.:. • c t c ~ cl. t r s 
U·.rc'J(l·. r-?:.:: rtr.:crlcr \ :~~- !er !::-;~tt:-1e:-... 1 1-dv..:.c(-.t-r.t r...p.d cs 
r:..rt. of tu ... c~.c-~t• cc-:-.~~:L.;~:.:-:~ tc- tt.t !1c~.t fer lllL.·tic:: t.:.d 

}:'l;-G..'1 r1~~-~t ir. c-u::- cc-.;..-.~::-~·• f.crC.:.:t.: ~: n?-. "~r t·lttttcl to tLe 
J.:ejlit (r1 lH,· t:-.1.) fer tLc l <l :cd 1~53-55 a~ L"1 1r.~,; cr.drnt 
Ct:.: i ~:. '. (' fr C :". '; C? !" ::=. • r. t 't- C C f:-:. C t ~. t 0 :-; l y r C :'. } I: T t ".I ~ f' c-ru: 
O'.lt 11,:~::--.:-~ H.r c-il cc:-.r:r-~n=~- cc-:-.tr:ict r..."'\d to d< ft:-.~ tlic n:.!tir~-
1.litt lc~!c::-, fcr:-cr r:c-:.~t::- D:-. L.::~.a-.-aj t'crria:le:cl'. iqrirc-:icd 
at ttc ti:-c. 

In l~t l !le r&'•'.~~~-t~h l t ~ a r. u ti c~·.-· ic!t Et ru:~l e of tu.:~.t-r:; u.:it 
d c ,. cl c- p ~ 1 :-. t , t t. c h r: t r: ~ ~ r i v c r t r H: t in l r a..-. • r. :-:. : ~ c :·n l'. i t -

t-::rv. -;~.c rc-,·,~:--.t"lt t:.c.:. to c-..:r·::-c:s tl:f' :tn}:t tv !crct 't-'.Jt 
fc~ic~ \'cc~-..:~t tr.f' ,:-.t:.r-c re:rlc ,h;,-~c-~ t~cir cchdr.:-;t:· ,·.itb ttc 
tc~c~.c. r. ':r.t- cn·r:-: .:-cr.t ,.:.r fcrctd te rcr:icn ...-.d Ltr. .. U.r.t.crr. 
T: .::.:: r. c. - c. :. r::,.; c .. t:. n. l' i :-. :. rt< r i r. t l: t C r1"t int t t t.:. t foll er.< d. 

I:'~l. t1.t 1:;.. Lr: 1tr r:-rr:tc:t ere }:T.C'\' ;. fc-r tl.c:.r (':".!'l!tC,t 

f:. rJ. •. t _:- ~ : :- : •. c ~ 1 r : n e: 1 r ~ , c < :- r :- t i t :-- , t :: r :..:--.J. y t.:: i! c c. :- :-.. i t 1 c- :-. • 
L:::,· l':i. ~:::.\-_!tt, 1:--.c:-..;:' : ~ c fc:-J.~ .r.~c~t t.:. : :tlf, tu. -· lly n :fff'-
r C C: 't ( C -- ~ '. (' ( :· t l (' : T ' C 1 : ( !' l :- 1 :. \ : =- ~ ~- L.: . ..! t . -..; :- :.:-1 r ~ [ '. . ~ ~ . J) ( r : _, • ; -
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IRAN TlACHERS ASSOCIATION 

a1t~1n the pnrt 1tvtn df'en:if'S Iran hns e11•r!e~eed two 
ri-Tel\lt1cr.s ah:t:i at aohh'\"1n.~ dtr:o:rAey -- tt., Cor.H1t\lt1cnal 
s,~~l~t1cn of 1906 anj th, R,vc-lut1cn of 1979, t:th enjed up 
1n a~,r~at1on •~! df'ftllt, follo~,j by tht ~~v~~t or ~1ctator1-
~: rif1:e1, Tt.t ~1ctAtorsh1rs that follo~,! th~h r,volut1on 
h"-:r,:-e1 t"·. t 1ntt>lleetulll, cultu:-"l l'n:i 1:orol ~,-,.,.lc~:ent or 
the I:-a:-:!an Mt1on -- a dt'\"tlor,:tnt wh1eh WI\S a p•·:-•:.u111te 
fort~, l\ttft1n~ent of der~crncy ""~ run1n-•~tlll r1e~t,, Thu1, 
bsc-.~·r.r::r.ess, 1tnc-r11nee, 1urf'rst1t1on anj ccrr-..~t1cr. re=.a1ned 

er.t:-er.:t.,~ anj 1r.t~eta 10 r:'Jeh 10 that 1n a {:ttr.t1ally rtch 
co~r:tn- 1ueh as lrRn the &:::.AJor1ty or tht ror·..;.lltl:-n, part1• 
c\llsrly 1n the rural are~s, r,=~1nej 1ll1ttrate a~! 1ur1r1t1-
t10us, At th~ g~rf' t1rt ~o,t or the 1juc•te! lr~~!~ns wtre 
~err1Tt! er the orrertw-:1ty to rie:-c1st Fve1:-r~:1t1cel 1n• 
1!£t".t te:a~ae e-!' tt.e1r lor.;-. uros~re to a-utoi:uey, An! the 
10-c:elle:i 1r.telle:tu&h te~ft:--t a 1er111.:-11te r-"t!cr. \or.to 1t1tlf 
as a res~lt or alccfr.e,1, a~j ra!l~r• to un~tr,:a~! tte ~•o
ile', utf'r1al an1 1r.tellect\.:.Al r.tt!s, C0.)· 1r,i: H .t 1:;:orted 
••stern •11:-s•, ar.1 l:e:o:1r.r er.rl'.rturtd or ••t'! ly iiutern 
as well as Iastf'rr. rewer1. thus wt.1le tr., c~.:l'!:tn or tt:11 
c1~:r1ty atta1r.f'~ t:1rt e'!ue&t1(\~~l an~ eccr.:~!e ltvels, both 
1r.s1~e ar.d outs1~e the country, 1ll1tera:-y, ~t;:-1·ut1on and 
ctt.er hu=:,n 1urrer1nc: 11ere the 1r.her1tanet or u .e ;:-o1uct1Te 
c~~cr1ty (ptec~~t,, •cr~er1 ~~~ ■ :all ~us1r.ts!~tr.), The 
fa!l\.:.l"t or tt-.e lra!"'.1an 1r.tell•ctual1 1n U·,t 1Vi; r,,.:lut1on 
1te:-~t! froc the lacl< or a pcr~lar base ruult 1r-t: fre: th11 
,.,ry ,,~rar,c:.-:ent ar.~ al1tr.~t 1t'n "r.!ch was r.c~ t"'t caH ¥1th 
the ro~r.'!ers or the frtsent re£1ee, 

&se! on 1t1 Sl 1ear1 or exrer1ence a~! 1t:-..:~le, tht 
Ir&~ Tta:~ers Assoe1a!1on btl11Tt11 

So lcr. as a r.at1or. hllc n~t exrer1t~=•~ a!e,uatt 
rroatt. to ,q;ree1ate the Talue of frtt!o: ar.! 
r~r~l&r 1cv,re1rnty, n~t tTtn the &:-st •~~:1~, 
c~~s!1tut1o~ nor th.- &oat •~r~1at1eate'! r~l•• 
ce.!"'. help 1t , ►.,..\· e off the 70l(e or d1e~atcra!":.1t, 
Tr.e te:ru •rru•1c-=•, •iaw•, •Ju.-=t1ct•, •1!"'.!t;t:-:• 
~ , ~-: e • , a !". 1 • t, u=.A r. r 1 E. t. t • • • :- u l ~ r • ~ ~ r. 1 ~ : u o ry 
,:cE~~, a~~ 111~,1•• roel1. Thtat ~::: r.tTtr 
trar~l8te 1r.~o r,~11ty •1thcut a brca~ r~~1or~l 
••~~n.ns, Attl'l1r.~ent of dt=0era~r ar.~ r~.~•
r~~-~&l r1f ►.~, car.r,ot cc-i::., to p,Atg t.;~ t~.:-:. ·,-ct, 

-~ , .. 
' • ;,·, ,. 

~- L " f _•: • 0 • · •~' 

,: . 

. . . , ... , _ _ ,,,'.$.fiir:l!ri • 
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IAAN TlACHEAS ASSOCIATION 

Telvui . lru 

1r.tellectual, •~c1al ~nd coral troMth or tht 
1ocht1, 

Tht lran1an teacher• and other 1ntelltctUAll ~uat 
cotst1tute a Jo1nt force to pftve the way tor t~e dtTt• 
lor=er.t or decocree1 and the estctl11hcent 0r a popular 
rovern~er.t whose ch1ef ~11110n w1ll be to "a[t a relent-
1 .... s 111ar &c:ft1nst the 1111 of ba:).·-.flrdr.tu an~ to prepare 
the recrle to take char£• or the1r deat1ny. To be 1ucc1-
1srul th1s Jo1r.t force ~u•t obta1n the coorerat10n and 
■ urport or the &aJor1ty or the lran1an people, 
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f ,_ ,t 1A1 L1st o~ Pu't-11c-:Uons of' U1t1 

l ~7 ,, ri c ~-. ~ :- 6 J. ~ s o ~ 111 t 1 on 1 n l x 1 l e 

A. flA~~ f'cr ~o~ "r.1 th~ Future 

By a ETO'.lp or Zt~::ibe :-s or the ITA 
(Fublhr.ed >'.ny 1984) 

The ITA'• 1~eas ftnd pla~s for the creat1on 
•fa de~o:rat1c reg1ce 1n Iran, 

Bv Y.:>t-.3.::.:-:.s! Dernl:hchesh 
(Putl1che~ c:-1e1r.Ally ~ur1ns the l91t year or the Sr.ah'• 
re!1:e an~ re-publ1she~ 1n 1979 1n Tehran a~1 1n 1981 1n 
the tJ.s •. ,.) 

A:r. ar.r,lys1e of ho" d1ctator1ftl rce1ttes tt.e:.!.tlvu prepare 
t~e ex;loc1ve con11t1cns len11r~ to revolut1cn w1th 
e=;~.as11 c~ H.e ;re-revolut1t1:--.r.ry s1t\.at1on 1r. lrar.. 

By Y.~~.ar.A:! Al1 Ja!':alta!eh 

(Tr.11 l:>ool: "'as <!or.At ej to the I'!A by one o~ lr1J.r.' • aost 
fa~o~s a~~ resrecte! •~thors ~~o t.a, re.1dt! 1n Sw!tzerla.nd 
for o~er 53 yeara. The boot was putl1she! b7 tte l!A 1n 
Lo:-.~on 1n October 1964.) 

'I't.1t book 1nelude1 • sat 1r1cal account er t,o"' ~e:s~ere or 
fe..:-l1a::.er.t 1oere chosen at the t1z::e of U,e S:-.&~ .• and a1z 
letters to the ITA etrress1r.s t.1s T1e'-s or. t.ow to cr,ate 
a real De::.ocracy 1n Iran. 

&;.- a rro'..lr of ll!:t~t:-1 of the nA 
( f ~ 't l 1s ~. ~ :1 1 n 1 9 el 1 n Par 1s ) 

A~ ar~lys!s o~ ho~ the 1978 rt~olut!ot oc:-..:re!a ho~ 
U .o ::-t1n1 ct..;-tcre~ 1t a:--.~ cor.se~·.:e:--.tly des~:-c;,·e:1 the 
J:•-::H1u1l. ,~uca~1cr.el, r:o:-,o::.1c, ar-:-1c·.:lt~ol an~ 
cw~t ·..:.!'"el oo,~s of tht sochty, errec1ally t~.e youth of 
t~-~ r..rst1or.1 an1, a rroro,al for the futi.!"e ~e,·elo;sent 
o~ Ir&.r . • 
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Ocp3r1mC'nt t,f the Treasury 
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M. Pirasteh 
85 Quai d'Orsay 
Paris 75007 
France 

Dear Mr. Pirasteh: 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. - 20520 

February 6, 1985 

The White House has requested that I reply to your letter 
of December 14 to President Reagan. 

Thank you for expressing your views on the Iranian 
situation and the causes of the overthrow of the Shah. While 
there are no plans to establish a committee of investigation 
such as you have suggested, you are welcome to submit to the 
Department of State copies of any documents which you believe 
would shed light on events in Iran. 

Sinc; ;7 

James M. Ealum 
Director 

Office of Iranian Affairs 
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M. Pirasteh 
85 Quai d'0rsay 

Paris 75007 
France 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of The United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Mr. President: 

8502186 

December 14, 1984 

As an Iranian, I pay homage to you and thank you for the allu
sion you made to my country during the recent election campai
gn. 

I am a former Iranian Minister of Interior and ambassador (to 
I r a k and Be 1 g i um ) who i s s t i 1 Lc-0-R--c-er-n-e-d---w i th -the _f a t e o f I,r an 
and the _free world and hopeful about the potential inflnence 
of your countr~. As an Iranian who loves his country, I am 
finally moved to write to you. 

The downfall of Iran is not only an unprecedented misfortune 
for more than 40 million Iranians and for future generations 
of my fellow countrymen, but it is also disastrous for the 
rest of the free world. Therefore, the consequences of the 
Sh a h's fall are of the utmost seriousness. 

Your predecessor's weakness and indecisevness as well as the 
confusion and power struggle within the Carter administration 
were the main causes of this tragedy. In addition, however, 
the American officials (in Iran) displayed ignorance, tact
lessness and more importantly, dishonesty. 

Their sole purpose was to overthrow the Shah no matter what 
the cost. These Americans were used by the Shah's opponents 
and helped Iranian politicians to "settle scores" at the ex
pense of the government. These officials hindered the efforts 
of those who were trying to save the Iranian Constitution. 



For example, before the "revolution" I founded a movement in 
Iran to safeguard the Constitution. This activity infuriated 
these American officials. Consequently, after the takeover 
of the United States Embassy those officials sent me numerous 
reports which contained personal insults. 

I think that the Shah's regime was not perfect. But he was 
prepared to accept the implementation of the Iranian Constitu
tion. This would have been ideal. It would have made possi 
ble a strong, stable and progressive Iran. 

For Iran and the United States both, it is beneficial to esta
blish the real reasons for the Shah's downfall. To prevent 
similar cases from recurring and to strengthen United States 
influence in the Middle East and in general, I suggest that 
a special comittee of investigation be set up. 

I would be happy to submit all my documents to such a com
mittee. 

Thank you for your attention. 

- 2 -

Yours sincerely, 

M. Pirasteh 
Former Minister of 
Interior and Ambassador 
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M. Pirasteh 
85 Quai d'0rsay 
Paris 75007 
France 
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Season's Greetings 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
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Mr. Afrasiab Assad Bakhtiari 
5122 Mammoth Avenue 
Sherman Oaks, California 91423 

Dear Mr. Bakhtiari: 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

December 12, 1984 

This is in response to your letter of October 30, 1984 to 
President Reagan concerning the avenues that are available to 
you to recover or be compensated for your possessions which 
were seized by the Khomeini regime in Iran in 1979. The 
President referred your letter to this Office, which has 
responsibility for administering the Iranian claims program, 
for reply. I regret the delay in responding, but we did not 
receive your letter until December 3. 

We are aware that yoo filed a claim with the Iran-United 
States Tribunal at The Hague on January 15, 1982 which is still 
awaiting arbitration. As you noted in your letter, some U.S. 
companies with claims against Iran have succeeded in obtaining 
Tribunal awards compensating them for their losses. In fact, 
the major focus of Tribunal activity to date and the area of 
greatest progress has been in the "large claims", that is, 
claims of private individuals and corporations for $250,000.00 
or more. Of the over five hundred large corporate .and 
individual claimants like yourself, about one third of their 
claims have been resolved and over $300 million has been paid 
to successful claimants from the Security Account. 

As you recall, progress on claims by individuals possessing 
both U.S. and Iranian nationality was delayed when Iran put 
before the Full Tribunal a dispute challenging the Tribunal's 
jurisdiction to hear such claims. As a result of this 
interpretive dispute, claims such as yours were suspended 
pending the decision in that case. The United States 
Government submitted a lengthy memorial in support of Tribunal 



,. 

- 2 -

jurisdiction and actively participated in two days of hearings 
on the issue at The Hague. On April 6, 1984, the Tribunal 
decided in favor of its ability to arbitrate claims of dual 
Iran-United States nationals provided the claimant can 
demonstrate that his "dominant and effective" nationality 
during the period from the date the claim arose until January 
19, 1981 was that of the United States (a copy of the decision 
is enclosed). 

Now that this issue is resolved, the Tribunal's Chambers 
are directing dual national claimants to produce evidence of 
"dominant and effective" contacts with the United States. 
Thus, we suggest that you, through your attorneys, begin 
marshalling relevant evidence. You stated in your letter that 
you have been a U.S. citizen since serving in the U.S. Army in 
1943. This information will be very useful to your case, along 
with the following other types of evidence: length of 
residence in the U.S.: ownership of property in the U.S.: 
professional and civic organization memberships: citizenship of 
family members: payment of U.S. taxes: participation in public 
life: and other interests centered in the U.S. While gathering 
such evidence, you might also request the new Chairman of 
Chamber 1, Karl-Heinz Bockstiegel, who is also the President of 
the Tribunal, to take early action on your case. 

Although under the Algiers Accords the pursuit of claims 
such as yours is the responsibility of the claimants, we at the 
Office of International Claims and Investment Disputes and our 
colleagues in The Hague are available to provide whatever 
assistance and advice we can in the preparation of your case. 
Please do not hesitate to call Loretta Polk in this Office at 
(202) 632-7416 for assistance. 

We share in the frustration of many claimants over the 
length of time required to arbitrate all of the claims before 
the Tribunal. You may be assured that the Department of State 
is making every effort to expedite the arbitration process. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

Da d P. Stewart 
Assistant Legal Adviser for 

International Claims and Investment Disputes 
and Administrator for Iranian Claims 
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NOVEMBER 26, 1984 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 277415 

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED OCTOBER 30, 1984 

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN 

FROM: MR. AFRASIAB ASSAD BAKHTIARI 
5122 MOMMOTH AVENUE 
SHERMAN OAKS CA 91423 

SUBJECT: WRITER HAS HAD HIS POSSESSIONS SEIZED BY THE 
KHOMEINI REGIME - WANTS TO KNOW IF ANYTHING 
CAN BE DONE TO RECOVER THE ASSEST OF 
INDIVIDUAL U. S. CITIZENS 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 



October 30, 1984 

President Ronald Regan 
The White House 

AFRASIAB ASSAIT BAKHTIARI 
5122 MAMMOTH AVENUE 

SHERMAN OAKS, CALIFORNIA 91423 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, District of Columbia 

t \G»v~' 
), Dar President Regan: 

,27741 5 

The last time I wrote to you it was to congratulate you on your 
election to the Presidency. Although I certainly didn't expect it, 
you were kind enough to take the time and write a reply to me. I 
was also fortunate enough to meet you and the First Lady several 
years earlier with my friends Joe Cohen and Jack Cummings of M.G.M. 
during your tenure as Governor of California . Although I am sure 
I will send you another congratulatory letter November 7th, now 
I am writing about a different subject in which I feel you may be 
of assistance. 

Although I have been a United States Citizen since serving in the 
U.S. Army in 1943, for the past twenty years I lived in Persia 
and worked under the late David Lillenthal at Development Resources 
Corporation. Unfortunately, I was still living and working in Iran 
in 1979 when the late Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi's regime was 
overthrown, and luckily, I escaped with my life. 

Because I worked for an American company and helped the then United 
States Consul and Carl Clement (who is now posted to the Consulate 
in Vienna, Austria) , locate missing citizens in Tehran, and because 
of my relationship with the Pahlavi family_,_ the _E_!esent K omeini
regirn-e -has condemnedme- to death. a nd- seized all ofmy_posses sions. 
Nafiiraily; -- wl t ~ my . assets taken r ilie--source ·-o'f my li vlihood has • 
stopped. Although Dr. Milton Eisenhower has kindly recommended 
me to a number of people, it has not been easy to find work with 
the current anti-Iranian sentiment, and therefore I must live on 
the savings I have. 

My problem is one I'm sure you've heard and encountered from many 
others who have been similarly oppressed. Like them , I have filed 
a claim with the World Court to regain my lost possessions or be 
compensated for them . I know that some of the larger U.S. Companies 
have been able to partially recover their assets or have been 
compensated for damages by the present Iranian Government. My 
question is, is there anything the U.S. Government can do to effect 
this same recovery of assets for individual U. S. Citizens? 
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I know that this is a very important and busy time for you, and 
that your thoughts and efforts are certainly focused on world 
events and your re-election in order to better the United States 
position. However l I QJ;2EL tha±..._y_Qu_wiJ.J. _h£lve t i!lle_ after __ yQur 
re-election to reply or have one of your sta:(J. J n t o:pn ~~ _what 
averft1~s- a:re - ava 1l ab l e to-me- a nonow .the--u : s·. Government v iews 
this 1:iH:ua-c1on . .__ _ -- ·" • -- • • •• 

--.. .. ,., ... ------··'""-"""'·~;-"l"" ... ('K-"" ·•·~ 

I wish you and the First Lady success, health and happiness in 
the next four years and those followi ng . 

Sincerely , 

~ · 
As ~ Bakhtiari 

AAB:cw 
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. IRAN-UNITED STATES CLAIMS TRIBUNAL 

Case No. 290 

Chamber One 

AFRASIAB ASSAD BAKHTIARI, 

SHAHEEN TAJ BAKHTIARI, 

Claimants, 

and 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE ISLAMIC 

REPUBLIC OF IRAN, 

Respondent. 

ORDER 

-•~-: ... :~L\ -c.>1,,\ OJ~~ t.SJJ\J cl-1-,J_.l-.. -

5 July 1983 

IRAN UNITED STATES 

Cl.AIMS TRIBUNAL 
11,1-,."_.t.1.S.lt~ 

·-•"'-'~!.• 

FILED-~~ 

1TfT / f / \ O ~ 
6 JUL 1983 

DATE RECEIVED 
OFFICE U.S. ;:, :::, : NT 

7 Ju,•.•--("~) 
; Lt !:10,} 

The question of the Tribunal's jurisdictio~ in cases where 

the Claimant is alleged to be of dual nationality has been 

brought before the Full Tribunal pursuant to Article VI, 

paragraph 4 of the Claims Settlement Declaration (Case No. 

A-18). In view of this, further proceedings in this case 

are hereby suspended. The Tribunal will consider scheduling 

further proceedings following the decision of the Full 

Tribunal in Case No. A-18. 

---=====;-,~~~ ~\ - \--
Gunnar LageJS;gren 

Chairman 

Chamber One 




