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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON , O .C . 20506 

April 28 , 1981 

Dear Dr . Arnir i e : 

Richard Allen and J anet Colson hav 
your corr espondence to them on poli 
men ts in Iran ancL.the, ..Ee.:csian Gulf , 
read with great interest. I am now 
Staff Member for Near East and Sout h Asian 
in the National Security Council. 

MG 

I think we met once in Tehran when I was v isiting 
with the Senate Foreign Relations Committee . 
Sharam Chubin arranged a luncheon for me at your 
Institlite. 

I hope all is well with you in your new career in 
California. 

With best wishes, 

;JJI/ 713 
'11{) 

~ "<; ri ,_..,-.,. '" ,I V -

bb 
t_ .. 

Dr. A as Arn1r1e 
8305 Manifesto Circle 
lluntington Beach, CA 92646 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 1998 ~~ 

ACTION April 20, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: GEOFFREY EMP~ _-

to AJ~~ irie SUBJECT: Response 

Concerning Abbas Amirie, I have met him a couple of times. 
Under the Shah/ he was a sycophant and ran the Institute 
for International Affairs in Tehran. He towed the party 
line and was not highly regarded by specialists in the 
Middle East field. Since the Shah's ouster, he has changed 
his spots several times. I would certainly not encourage 
a protractive dialogue between him and any of us. I drafted 
a letter for~ signature, but if you prefer I can rework it 
and get something out under your name. I did it this way 
because I know the guy and if he calls I guess he'll pester 
me, not you! 

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. That 

2. That 

I sign the letter to Abbas Amirie at Tab A. 

~
/( -., 

APPROVE • / DISAPPROVE 
/ 

I rework draft at Tab A for your signature. 

APPROVE 

, 
I 

DISAPPROVE 

) /(I CU-MJ l:-o ~ fffJh_ ru« ~ 

1 ~ ~ } ~ 1~1~ ~ 
~~ ~ - ,(,~ kt-~ 
~ M fl' it-:; y>v__ ~ r4 

• 

/µ_ ~~ '. 1/:).,) r1 f.VH 
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DICK ALLEN 

IRENE DERUS 

JANET COLSON 

BUD NANCE 
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CY TO VP SHOW CC 

CY TO MEESE SHOW CC 

CY ·ro BAKER SHOW CC 

CY TO DEAVER SHOW CC 

CY 'I"O BRADY ----
SHOW CC 

\qq?? 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Geoff Kemp: I 
Help. I've never heard of 
the guy. Letters sent during 
the transition were precarious, 
at best. I highly doubt if 
RVA wants to meet with the guy. 

could you/Gary Sick draft me 
some kind of a response which 
will let him know we've read 
the letters but not be 
overly encouraging about a 
continued dialogue. 

Thanks. i t 
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DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90024 

April 8, 1981 

Mrs . Janet Colson, Staff Member to: 
Mr. Richard V. Allen, Assistant to the President 
on National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Mrs . Colson: 

I hope that all of you have recovered by now from the shock of 
the cont.emptible assault on the President's life . I pray for 
his quick and complete recovery. 

You may wonder why I am writing to you . Upon President Reagan's 
personal suggestion during our July, 1979, meeting at Mr . Peter 
Hannaford 's office in Los Angeles, I have prepared and sent 
several analyses of the political developments in Iran and the 
Persian Gulf region to Mr. Allen since then. Mr . Allen used to 
respond to every one of these reports . Since January 5, 1981, 
however, I have sent him three letters concerning the Iranian 
situation and have re ceived no response whatsoever . I know that 
he is extremely busy, but it seems to me that a simple acknowl
edgment should not have beeff too difficult. In my letter of 
January 5, 1981, I suggested that if he is too busy to respond 
to my corre spondence, he should recommend that I send these 
reports to the staff member handling the Persian Gulf region . 
He may want to do this now . I am enclosing fo.r you copies of 
the three letters plus a copy of one of his earlier letters to 
me . After extending my warm personal regards to Mr . Allen , 
please bring the contents of these letters to his attention 
and let me know his views. I have postponed my trip to Egypt 
with the hope of seeing Mr . Allen before my departure . 

Knowing that the President wants me to continue giving the 
Administration my views on r egional and international issues, 
I want to bring the following to Mr . Allen ' s attention. In my 
letter of October 10, 1980, I pointed out that the Soviet Union 
and Khomeini ' s Islamic Republic are in league to topple the pro
Western governments in the Persian Gulf regions. (Please see 
that report) . My sources in Tehran now report that the Ayatollah ' s 
regime is gradually moving into the Soviet camp . Even a leading 
cleric, Ayatollah Yahya Nuri , told the Tehran newspaper reporters 
lastweek: "Some visible and invisible hands are directing Iran 
towards the east ern superpowe:r .. 11' He cited the unusually close 
relations between Iran a nd North Korea and Cuba as an indication . 
I think this development should be watched closely. 

I look forward to hearing from you soon . 

as· 1rie 
8305 Manifesto Circle 
Hnnti rnztnn RP.::lr.h . C::i. . q2646 
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G-&Itn: DENHAL 
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90024 

February 24, 1981 
Mr. Richard V. Allen 
Assistant to the President on National Security Affairs 
The White House 
Washingtont D.C. 

Dear Mr. Allen: 

Firstly, I wonder whether you hav e received the two confidential 

reports I s e nt you on January 5 and 14, 1981. If you have re

ceived them, I would appreciate an acknowledgement. If not, please 

let me know so that I can send photocopies of them to youG 

Secondly, since my contract with UCLA has been terminated, I ha~e 

been seeking an academ i c or an administrative position elsewhere, 

but without success so far. Therefore, I have decided to enclose 

my resume and support i ng documents, hoping that you will be kind 

enough to help me find new employment. 

Thirdly, a group of mi l itary officers of the former Imperial 

Iranian Armed Forces, who claim to represent several hundred of 

their fellow officers here in the United States has sent a letter 

to President Reagan. Feari ne that the President might not receive 

the letter, they have asked me to transmit the enclosed.£onfirma

tion copy to the President through your good offices. 

Finally, I have been asked to go to Cairo, Egypt, in order to 

consult with the yotlng Shah. Before going there, however, I would 

very much like to see you. Therefore, I will be grateful to you if 

you give me an appointment during the next three weeks. 

I lo6k forward to hearing from you soon and send you my warm 

personal regards. 

Huntington Beach, 
(714) 842-2534 

CA. 92646 
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES 

BEHK ELEY , DAVIS , IHVINE , LOS ANGELES • HIV ERSIDE • SAN DIEGO • SAN FRAN CI SCO 

.-CGNF-H)ENT11t 

J anuary 14, 1981 

~r. Richard V. Allen 
Assistant to the President-elect 

on National Security Affairs 
The Office of the President-elect 
1726 "M" Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20270 

Dear Mr. Allen: 

SA NTA BARBARA • SAN TA C HUZ 

As I promised, I am sending you this short analysis of the post
revolutionary power struggle in Iran. I regret that because of 
the complexity of the subject, it is going to be mor e than the 
two pages you have specified. 

The central issue which has divided Iran's population is the 
question of the clergy's involvement in the country's politics . 
During the past two years the inept, inexperienced and revenge
seeking clergy have inflicted enough damage on the country and 
its people that it will probably take many years and perhaps 
decades to repair their ravages. Today, the question is not 
whether they should continue to rule, but rather how they should 
be forced out of the government. There are basically three 
groups which compete to replace the clergy: (1) President 
Bani-Sadr and his colleagues, ( 2) the various Marxist groups, 
e.g., The Tudeh Party, the Fadayeen-e Khalgh, the Muj ahedeen-e 
Khalgh, and (3) the exiled nationalist leaders, e . g., Shahpour 
Bakhtiar , the young Shah and others. 

1. President Bani-Sadr has started to confront the clergy . But, 
his basic problems are: (a) he himself is a creature of Khomeini 
who engineered his elevation to the presidency and who can r emove 
him if he goes too far in challenging the clergy, and (b) he does 
not have a solid power base of his own among the population. He 
was elected president by Khomeini's silent support and the fear 
of the population of having another clergyman occupying an 
important political position. He has taken advantage of the 
rapidly growing public resentment toward the clerics and the war 
with Iraq in order to win the support of both the people and the 
military. But, the military has been effectively penetrated, 
watched and divided by the clergy.* Those disaffected Iranians 

*It is unlikely that the military will make an independent move 
against the Islamic Republic without the cooperation of one of 
the political lea'ders, be it Bani-Sadr, Bakhtiar or someone else. 
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who reject Marxists and do not have a leader in the country to 
rally around have gathered around Bani-Sad~ because it is rela
tively safe to express their opposition to the clergy in this 
way. But, it is my sincere belief that once the supporters of 
Shahpour Bakhtiar "liberate" a part of Iran and make it possible 
for him and his team to physically move into the country, all the 
people, including the military who now find it convenient to 
express their opposition by using Bani-Sadr as a rallying point 
will swarm to Bakhtiar, particularly if they learn that the young 
Shah is with him. Only if Bani-Sadr succeeds in leading Iran to 
victory against Iraq will he have a chance of pushing the clerics 
out of the government, providing that Khomeini is gone. 

2. The two Marxist groups which have gained considerable support 
among the masses are the pro-Moscow Tudeh Party and the 
Fadayeen-e Khalgh. They have effectively infiltrated various 
Komitehs (Committees) set up by the Islamic Republic, the govern
ment institutions, the labor force, etc. Recently even the 
officials of the regime have become alarmed at the extent of the 
Marxist infiltration. For example, a couple of weeks ago 
Mohammad Ali Tavassoli resigned as the Mayor of Tehran charging 
that "Marxists, Communists and members of the Tudeh Party have 
infiltrated important government organizations, including the 
news media. 11 * And, Ayatollah Hossein Ali Montazeri, the heir
apparent to Khomeini, in an interview in a West German magazine, 
Die Welt, also charged that "the Tudeh Party is the greatest 
threat to the Islamic Revolution." 

Khomeini's supporters refer to him as the bulldozer of the 
revolution. This is an appropriate reference simply because as 
the bulldozer he levels the ground, in this case for the 
Communists to take over the country. The regime's policies, 
misrule, corruption and atrocities have so damaged the once
strong bond between the Iranian masses and their religion that to 
a great many of them the Marxists now look respectable, 
attractive and a serious alternative to the fanatic clergymen. 
The chances of the Marxists/Communists takeover of the govern
ment, however, are still slim in the short run but are rapidly 
growing. 

3. Among the exiled nationalist opponents of the regime, 
Shahpour Bakhtiar is the most prominent. Many Iranian opposition 
personalities whom I recently interviewed in Paris confirmed this 
assessment. In my judgment he rightfully considers himself the 
opposition leader who stood firm against Khomeini and his 
supporters at the height of their popularity prior to the 
collapse of his government and has relentlessly continued his 
struggle against them since. Most of those who now appear on the 
opposition scene first cooperated with the Islamic Republic and 
only when they were put aside did they turn against it. 

*For details, see the Iran Times, January 2, 1981. 



... Mr. Richard V. Allen Page 3 

For the previously mentioned reasons, Bakhtiar maintains that he 
is the only opposition leader capable of putting an end to 
Khomeini's regime and, consequently, he has been the only one 
targeted by the regime for assassination. My research indicates 
that he has considerable support among the military, civil 
servants, moderate clergy, merchants, minorities and the middle 
class. In addition, a great many Iranians, for historical 
reasons, are ardent members of what we call in Iran "the Wind 
Party." As soon as the political wind shifts, so do they. If 
they sense that a person or group has a chance to come to power, 
they change their allegiance very quickly. In any political 
calculation, this important factor must be taken into account. 

As you know, in the past a considerable amount of energies and 
resources of the exiled opposition "leaders" were spent fighting 
one another and neutralizing each other's plans. In recent 
weeks, however, Bakhtiar has made genuine efforts, with some good 
results, to unify these individuals under one umbrella. He has 
already reached a basic agreement with the young Shah to form a 
new government on the basis of the 1906 Constitution. The young 
Shah has realized that had his father lived up to the original 
document's guidelines and reigned rather than ruled, he would be 
on the Peacock Throne today. He has thus agreed that once the 
power is wrested from the fanatic clergymen and a national refer
endum approves the constitutional monarchy, he will serve only as 
the ceremonial head of state. He has also reportedly agreed that 
because of the unfavorable reputation of his aunts and uncles and 
some other members of his family, only he and his immediate 
family (mother, brother and sisters) will return to Iran once it 
is "liberated." 

During the revolution the people's wrath was directed against his 
father, not necessarily against the institution of the monarchy . 
He and his mother are still popular among a large number of 
Iranians. In addition, the Shah symbolizes Iranian nationalism, 
serves the nation's psychological needs for pageantry and play as 
the most important unifying force in a country with a diverse 
population. The monarchy has deep roots in Iranian history, 
tradition and literature and provides an alternative to the 
Islamic Republic and an obstacle against communist penetration of 
the country and the region. The regional powers, e.g., Kuwait , 
Saudi Arabia, will be more inclined to help a team against the 
Islamic Republic if that team intends to reestablish a monarchy 
in Iran. Furthermore, since most Iranians lack political 
education and training, the election of the president every four 
years will result in a great deal of instability and confusion. 
And, if the Islamic Republic survives, several of the traditional 
pro-Western regimes in the area will be in danger of being under
mined one by one. Consequently, as in Iran, the Soviet Union 
will be the net winner. 

Although Bakhtiar was treated harshly by the late Shah's regime, 
he sincerely believes that due to geopolitical considerations at 
this stage of Iranian history, the monarchy can play a very 
useful role in keeping the country together and maintaining its 
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territorial integrity. For obvious reasons of politics, he does 
not want to publicize this view and the agreement with the young 
Shah. 

I believe that Bakhtiar and the young Shah together may be the 
only force which can wrest the power from the fanatic clergymen 
and restore peace and stability in the country and the region. 
Needless to say that most of the nationalist and military 
"leaders," e.g., General Ovaissi, would work within such a united 
front. I sincerely believe that it is in the interests of the 
United States to support this team. 

Whatever the fate of the hostages, the U.S. should not allow the 
regime to go scot free . My private sources in Tehran indicate 
that the so-called "students" who held the hostages were 
instructed by people very close to Khomeini and that at all times 
the "students" were under the complete control of Khomeini's 
agents . A move by the supporters of Bakhtiar and the young Shah 
within the country can create an environment conducive to their 
take-over and freeing of the hostages; if they are not freed 
soon. I think the Reagan Administration should give this team a 
chance to carry out its plans before it undertakes any retali
atory action against the regime . (Had his military coup 
succeeded, Bakhtiar had intended to free the hostages at once.) 

Since the overwhelming majority of Iranian people as well as the 
people in the region believe that U.S. support of any individual 
or group would ensure his or its success, a veiled expression of 
support of Bakhtiar and the young Shah by the U.S. government for 
the regional leaders, e.g., Saudi Arabia, Israel, Egypt, Kuwait 
and the people of Iran can easily pave the way for their ascent 
to power without U. s. material support. The Islamic Republic 
blames the U.S. for any adverse political or military happening 
in the country anyway. 

As for the Soviets' reaction, as long as the U.S. leadership is 
firm, strong and decisive, I would not worry. They have enough 
in Afghanistan and Poland to be worried about. The Iranian 
Marxists, however, will probably put up some resistance, but 
since they cannot count on the popular support, their resistance 
can be overcome if plans are properly _ prepare d and executed . 

I know I may have raised more questions than provided answers for 
on this complex subject. I will be happy to reply to whatever 
specific questions you may have. Please give my warm personal 
regards to President-elect Reagan. I look forward to hearing 

f~om }'f~:, L 
s~·,, cfldz~r~, 
v; {J-p/~ -7£:Jn~ 
Ab as A'rri1rie 
Visiting Professor 



RICHARD V. ALLEN 
905 SIXTEENTH STREET. N .W. • WASHINGTO N. D.C 2000£i 

Dr. Abbas Amirie 
Visiting Professor 

April 7, 1980 

Department of Political Science 
University of California, Los Angeles 
Los Angeles, California 90024 

Dear Dr. Amirie: 

Thank you for your good letter of March 4th, which arrived 
during my absence from Washington. Only now, while taking a few days 
to ca tch up on my correspondence, am I able to answer it and also 
thank you for sending the four memoranda. 

It is clear that we ~ill benefit from your continuing as
sistance, and I hope you will not hesitate to send along policy mem
oranda~and related items as you see fit. 

We would be especially interested in receiving your analysis 
of two short-term problems and one longer-range one. As one who is 
intimately familiar with Iran's prevailing circumstances, you are 
well qualified to address these issues: 

a) Barring some sort of negotiated outcome on the hostage 
situation, what concrete steps should the United States take to deal 
with Iran, giving particular consideration to the exploitation of 
major weaknesses? 

b) What is the likelihood of destabilization in Iran, to 
the extent of the prospect of civil war developing? Under such cir
cumstances , which forces would seek Soviet help? What, in your opin
ion, would the Soviets do -- specifically? 

c) In the long term, assuming the hostage situation is re
solved one way or the other, how should the United States dea l with 
Iran? Will persuasion and incentives work, or do Iranians likely to 
hold power have more respect for a tough, resolute but sometimes de
manding United States? 

While these questions cannot be answered succinctly, it 
would be important for us to have your responses in as economical 
a manner as possible, perhaps within just a few pages. The task 
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of informing Governor Reagan on such complex matters is also, as I'm 
sure you'll understand, a function of available time. 

Incidentally, the other day while W€ were in Illinois, 
Governor Reagan told me that he had received a letter from Samuel 
Harrod, who indicated you had contacted him. I have since written 
to Mr. Harrod at the Governor's request. 

With my best wishes, 

Yours sincerely , 

RVA:ccf 
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Janua·ry 5 ,. 1981;:: ;:, • • 
' • . : . ' ' , 

, 
Mr. Richar d V. Allen, Assistant to the Presiderit-elect ~"t. 
National Security Affairs 
The Office of -the President-elect 
1 726 M Street; N.W. 
Wash~ngton 1 D~C. 20270 

Dear Mr. Allen: 
•I: . 

First, please accept my sincere wishes for a happy 9 rewarding 
and successful New ¥ear. 

You may have bee..,n .wo n der ing why 1 was determined to see you be-
tween December 4th and 8th, probably during your most difficult 
and busy time. As I briefly explained to your secretary, Miss · 
Irene Derus, I learned that former Iranian Prime Minister,. Shah
pour Bakhtiar, and a gro1.,1p of his advisers, had concluded that dur
ing. the tra.nsi tional period of American Government, they should take 
advantage of the confusion in the ,U .. So and rnake their second 'attempt 

·to top~le the Khomeini regime. The reasons they had felt that this 
time was appropriate to make their move I understood to be: 

a) the J\Jnerican GovPrnment would be least prepared to• stop or 
to neutralize their action; and 

b} they were convinced that t hey could present; themselves to 
the Iranian people as the only nationalist group which could 
negotiate the Iraqi wi thdrawal from the Iranian territories 
before further damage was inflicted upon . Iran~ 

Mr .. Bakhtiar and the c·ompany believe that the Carter 'AdmiJJ.istrat.j_on 
has friends in the regime and thus tipped off President Bani-Sadr 
i n advance of their unsuccessful military coup some six months ago. 

In ;connectjon with a paper I am writing on the post-revolutionary 
power stru~gle in Iran,* I went to Europe last September to in ter
v~ew severa~ ,key officials of the late Shahrs government. It was 
then that I met Bakhtiar for the first time. Upon learning that I 
had taught, among other subjects, .American National Government at _., 
Kent Stat e University for several years , he began quizzing me on 
American domestic politics and the electoral process. He was curious 
to kno w how a person of Jimmy Car t er's calibre could become the Pres
ident-of th e United States. 1 spent three hours explaining the com
plexi. ty of the Amerj_can electoral process to him. He seemed to know 
a great deal about Governor Reagan and Mr. Bush and had high regards 
for both. He told me th a t he had prayed for their success in the 
election s• I t ol d Mr . Bakhtiar that I know Governor Reagan and you 
and con firmed his vi ews of the Reagan team. 

·k 
: I n a fevv days I wj,11 send you an initial summ_ary of this paper. 

. ... . . . . .. . . .. ' 
•. _•,-','\'"~,f •[':'°';,,l,"":l_:,.'. ;','< '::_, , ~ , -, '• .,.,,•.:•i., F·• • ,r, 'f ••·•:,r-<.C.,,.......... .,._' r . .... ....__ ,, . , ~- ~•• - • --• - •..;_ 



On November 28, 1 980, Mr. Bakhtiar called me and asked me whether 
I would be interested in parti~ i pating in what he t~rmed 1'a very 
important strategy rneeting.n He told me that he _intended to make 
a move against the Ayatollafu between that time a:nd ,January·20, 19810 

.. Subs~qutmtl;y- ~--• when I met -• wfth ,them in Paris tll,e_y_/ ·t.?lO. ·n:i~ .. ,:p1?t they 
. i•., are 0

• quite-' conc 'enred about · the- · rapid ·political ' ·gaiits ·· the ·'- Mab,i sts are 
making . in the .country and want to make a move hefo~e it .is. , too late" 

. My reasons . for ,wanting to see you · were: a) · t~ ,- in:f'orrrr you · of this? 
and h} to seek _your help in advising him. Fortunat~lY·r, I was able 
to convince him-· and his advise.rs'. : that _their planned action. was pre
mafure and -tlrat they sh0.uld wait . at least· until . next. springo· . I 
further told them that since GovBrnor Reagan and his team had 
nothing to do with the ascent · of Mr~ Khomeini to povrer, -til~e ~Reagan 
Administration will look at the whole Iranian issue~from a dif
ferent perspective. After this meeting, Ba.khtiar asked me to 
deliver a personal letter to you, which I did. • 

Finally, knowj_ng that from now on you will be extremely· '.busy, I 
wonder whether I should continue to send my reports ·dtrectly -t;o 
you or to one of your assistants, eog., Ambassador Neumann~ Please 
advise me on this matter. I look forward to hearing from you soon~ 
and I extend my warmest personal regards to yon. • 

P.S. • I would prefer that you send all coriespondence to my home addi 

· .. ,· . .... : · .. . 
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May 21, 1981 

Dear Mr. Spink~ 

I have J.earned that your newspaper served 
.as an important -source of information to 
our hostages .in Iran. The initiative and 
public-spiritedness displayed by tbe staff 
of The Segrt!!!i Hews in :routinely sending 
copies to our countrymen are indeed com- · 
mendable.. In •spreadillg the news,• I know 
you made a great contribution to keeping 
our captives informed -- an e.ffort in which 
you must take great pride. 

It is a pl.easure t.o congratulate you and 
wish you tu best: in maintaining a fin, 
'tradition in sports journal.ism. 

Sinc:exely, 

I\ONA\DJ\Q~tl A 

'X 
Mr • ./..~· c. Jou_aon_ Spink 
The·-s . - · Mews 
1212 N. .ig6 
st. Louis" Missouri 63132 

RR/AVH/PAG/ pps 

'I-

.I 

026489 ~
t./.,~O 

(!oo71 

:TL oo3-o3 
;JlfJ ()/i, 

~ 

-~ 
• ·~ # ✓~,-,);,_,~ ~~ .. -· ----:;r.-- - . 

'· ' 

y 

r I OS 7-,,) 

_, 

. 



' ~ 

Mr. C. C. Johnson Spink 
The Sporting News 
1212 N. Lindbergh 
St. IDuis, Missouri 63132 

Dear Mr. Spink: 

I have learned that your newspaper served as an important 

source of infonna.tion to our ~ostages in Iran. The 
the staff of 

initiative and public-spiritedness displayed byAThe Sporting 

News in r outinely sending copies to our countryrren are indeed 

cormendable. In II spreading the news, 11 I know you made a great 

contribution to keeping our captives informed -- an effort 

in which you must take great pride. 

It is a pleasure to congratulate you and wish you the 

be • • • • f ' d' •• :t;~· ' st in maintaining a ine tra 1t1on in ~r r~or n197oi-

~teve~. 

RR/PAG - 5/18/81 
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THE WHITE HO U SE 

WASHI NG T ON 

May 7, 1981 

Dear Senator Danforth: 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you for your letter of April 27 
requesting a Presidential message of com
mendation to The Sporting News. 

I was glad to know of your interest in 
this paper's contribution during the Iranian 
hostage crisis, and pleased to forward your 
letter to the appropriate staff members. 
You may be assured that it will receive 
prompt and careful consideration. 

With cordial regards, /1 
jfcerely, 

to~Jjjy. ~ - > _' • 

r • . ,·_ "'' .• • 
o ·e 1 A. Moore 

i eputy Assistant to the 
President for Legislative 
Affairs (Senate) 

The Honorable John Danforth 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

PAM: 

cc: 

Y'// 

()_A\AL{_ l½r·--

¥ 

\ 

\ 
I 

\ ' ·, 
" 
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RU S SELL B._ LONG,, LA . .. 
HARRY F . BYRO, JR . . 'IA. 
LLOYD BENTSEN , TEX . 

JOHN H, CHAFE£, R . I. SPARK M, MATS UNAGA , HAWAII 
JOHN HEINZ , PA. DANIEL P ATRICK MOYNIHAN, N .Y. 
MALCOLM WALLOP, WYO . MAX BAUCUS , MONT. 
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COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

ROBERT E. LIGHTH IZER, CHIEF COUNSEL • 
MICHAEL sTERN, M INORITY STAFF DIRECTOR Apr i 1 2 7 , 1 9 81 

Honorable Powell Moore 
Deputy Assistant to the 

President for Legislative Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Moore: 

I am writing to you to ask if a letter of commenda
tion might be sent from the President to The Sporting News, 
a Missouri publication. Ever since the days of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, The Sporting News has received a letter from each 
President commending theiipublication for one thing or 
another. 

In this case, I believe the paper's contribution 
during the Iranian hostage crisis certainly merits a note 
from President Reagan. By way of background: From what we 
can determine, The Sporting News may have been the only publi
cation their captors permitte<lthe hostages to see on a regular 
basis without extensive deletions and censorship. As ,explained 
in the attached article, the publication airmailed five copies 
of The Sporting News to the hostages each week for almost a year. 

I have taken the liberty of enclosing possible language 
for the letter. I look forward to your response. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
John C. Danforth 

Enclosure 





Former Milwaukee Brewers Manager George 
Bamberger paid tribute to Marine Sgt. Kevin Her
menlng, a former hostage, January 28. Hermen-

ing, while a captive in Iran, had written Brewers 
President Bud Selig, expressing his regret at learn
ing of Bamberger's heart attack. Hermening has 

been invited to throw out the first ball at Milwau
kee's home opener next spring. At extreme right is 
the Brewers' Gorman Thomas. 

TSN a 'Godsend,' Hostages Reveal 
By RALPH RAY 
Assistant Managing Editor 

ST. LOUIS-Freedom after 14½ months in the hands of 
Irania~ terrorists left 52 Americans glad to be alive. Dur
ing th~ir captivity, the hostages had little to be thankful 
for. Thdr captors deprived them of a good many things, 
inclu.::ling information. News of any kind was precious 
stuff, according to ex-hostage Bruce German, 44-year-old 
budget officer at the U.S. Embassy in Tehran. . 

German is a sports fan, a subscriber to THE SPORTING 
NEWS. Last March, his wife, Marge, wrote TSN's circula
tion department requesting some back issues be sent to her 
home in Rockville, Md. 

"I have been sending Bruce THE SPORTING NEWS," Mrs. 
German wrote, "but I'm afraid he"s not being given the 
paper. I'd like the copies sent to our Rockville address so 
he'll have them when he comes home." 

The back issues were sent and Mrs. German's letter was 
shown to TSN Chairman C. C. Johnson Spink, who told 
Mrs. German that TSN had already started sending five 
copies per week to the hostages. This was ~he result of 
cohversations between the U.S. State Department and 
CQmmissioner Bowie Kuhn's office. 
. Those copies turned out to be, in German's words, "a 

godsend" for all the hostages. Just how much of a god
send? German spelled that out first in interviews with the 
Washington Post and New York Times while the freed hos
tages were in Wiesbaden, West Germany, only hours after 
their release. On his first day back in the U.S., German was 
interviewed on network TV and repeated his praise of TSN .. 

"Thank God for THE SPORTING NEWS!" German said. 
"We read every word, passed the paper around till it was 
tattered. Of course, it kept us informed on everything in 
sports, but you'd be amazed at the bits and pieces of gener
al news we picked up from that paper. 

"That included the death of the shah and the release of 
Richard Queen (the hostage released last July because of 
illness)." 

German's report, incidentally, was not the first evidence 
that TSN was the hostages' main link to the outside world. 
That came out in a story in our August 2 issue by David 
Condon of the Chicago Tribune. 

The story dealt with an invitation from Chicago White 
Sox President Bill Veeck to Queen, a White Sox fan. Veeck 
invited Queen, who had just been released, to attend some 
White Sox games. 

In his phone conversation with Veeck, Queen said he'd 
been able to keep up with the White Sox through THE 
SPORTING NEWS, which, he told Veeck, "arrived weekly, 
except when it was grabbed out of the mail." 

That, of course, was the story that informed German and 
the other hostages that Queen was free. 

TSN sent a wire to German on January 27, the day the 
freed hostages were saluted in Washington. He was asked 
to phone us and he called the next day with this message: 

"I've been a subscriber to THE SPORTING NEWS for years, 
all my adult life, but never did I dream the paper would be 
as important to me as it was during our captivity in Iran. 

"I don't know about the two women hostages, but I can 
tell you for sure that all 50 of the males appreciated it more 
than you'll ever know. The guards didn't give us the paper 

'Thank God for THE SPORTING 
NEWS! We read every word, passed 
the paper around till it was tattered. 
Of course, it kept us informed on 
sports, but you'd be amazed at 
the bits and pieces of general 
information we picked up.' 

-Ex-Hostage Bruce German 

every week. I'd say we got it on the average about once a 
month, often enough for me to know it was mailed regular
ly. Yes, we read it cover to cover." 

Another who devoured every story in TSN was Marine 
Sgt. Rocky Sickmann of Krakow, Mo., about 60 miles west 
of St. Louis. Rocky was greeted by a huge crowd when his 
plane arrived at Lambert-St. Louis International Airport 
January 28. Sgt. Sickmann held a press conference at a 
nearby motel and was asked whether he'd read TSN during 
his captivity. He responded: 

"I'd like to meet the man who sent us THE SPORTING 
NEWS so I could shake his hand. It meant so much to us. We 
passed it around, to make sure everybody got to read it. 
There were three in my group at first and later there were 
five of us. We all read every word of THE SPORTING NEWS. 

"The only other magazines I saw all the while I was a 
captive was one copy of People Magazine and one copy of 

• Time, and that had about half the stories cut out of it." 
Sickmann and German agreed that the terrorists ap

parently decided a sports publication contained nothing 
they wanted to prevent their captives from learning. But 
even TSN was not delivered weekly. Like German, Sick
mann said he received a copy about once a month. 

Delivery of personal mail was even more sporadic, 
Rocky said. "The guards played games with us when it 
came to personal letters," he related. "If three of us were 
confined to one room, one might get a stack of mail, the 
other two nothing. 

"We soon decided they were trying to stir up bad feeling 
among us, hoping we'd accuse someone of spilling infor
mation they wanted in order to get favors. 

"That didn't work. Very early we agreed that whoever 
got mail would read it aloud to the others. They censored 
all the mail, of course, and scratched out some words. But 
they did such a bad job of it that in some cases, we man
aged to read it anyhow." 

Rocky spiked an earlier report that he'd no longer root 
for the Cardinals because they traded Ken Reitz to the 
Chicago Cubs. 

'!Not true," said the Marine. "I very much appreciated a 
birthday card I received from Ken Reitz and his wife, but 
I'm not knocking the Cardinals for trading him. They know 
more about ballplayers than I do." 

The ex-hostages had no sooner scattered for their homes 
than several major league clubs announced plans to invite 
some of them to throw out the first ball at 1981 opening 
games. One such plan had been in the works nearly a year. 

Back in April, 1980, Milwaukee Brewers President Bud 
Selig received a letter from hostage__§gt. Kevin Hermening 
of Oak Creek, Wis. Hermening wrote that he was a 
Brewers fan, was sorry to hear of Manager George Bam
berger's heart attack and wished the Brewers well in 1980. 

Selig called Hermening's mother, Mrs. Barbara Timm, 
and told her that Sgt. Hermening would be invited to throw 
out the first ball at the first Brewer season opener after the 
release of the hostages. 

Selig delivered that message in person January 28 at a 
ceremony honoring Sgt. Hermening at Oak Creek High 
School. Other Brewers present included Bamberger, Vice
President Dick Hackett and players Sal Bando, Paul Moli
tor, Cecil Cooper, Gorman Thomas and Paul Mitchell. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Mr. C. C. Johnson Spink 
The Sporting News 
1212 N. Lindbergh 
St. Louis, MO 63132 

Dear Mr. Spink: 

It has been brought to my attention that a number of the 
freed hostages mentioned The Sporting News as an important 
source of information during their captivity. 

I am told that this was a result of the fact that The 
~ orting Ne,}is sent five copies each week by air tot he 
hostage s while t h ey we r e held prisoners in Iran . 

You are to be commended for an act which, as the hostages 
~ es said, had a very beneficial effect on their 

As I i:4e 11, you a~ so ent The Sportin¢ ws to ourf'ervice
men o a far larger cale during World ar II and e wars 
in K rea and Viet am. 

I congratulate you for your thoughtfulness which helped 
sustain the hostages through a most difficult time. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Reagan 
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D EF' ARTMENT O F STAT E 

W ashington, D.C . 20520 

J\ll 2 0 19 1 

Dear Governor Ada: 

Your letter dated June 1 9 , 1981 to the President 
regarding the plight of the Bahais in Iran was turned over 
to me for reply. 

I can assure you that we are aware of the pressures and 
actions, including executions , undertaken by the current 
regime in Iran against the Bahai community. While we 
have no direct contact with the Khomeini regime, the U.S . 
Government's attitude on such matters is well-known to those 
ruling Iran. In our 1980 Human Ri ghts report on Iran pre
pared for the Congress, we no ted the harsh treatment 
against Bahais and I can assure you that the Khomeini 
regime's continuing pressure on t he Bahai c ommunity will 
be reflecte d in futur e reports. In the meantime , 
the leaders of the Bahai community in the United States 
have been keeping Department of State officials informed 
of developme nts. 

We abhor the Iranian regime's cruel and unjust treat
ment of Iranian Bahais and will continue to make our views 
know on this in all appropriate forums. 

The Honorable 
Joseph F. Ada, 

Sincere ly, 

David H. Shinn, Acting 
Special Assistant to the 
Secretary and Coordinator 
for Liaison with State and 
Local Governments 

Acting Governor of Guam 
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FOR: Mr. Richard V. Allen 
National Security Council 
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TO: President Reagan FROM: 
Governor Ao.a, Guam 

DATE: June 19, 1981 SUBJECT: 
Treatment and e xecu-
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We believe no response is necessary for the 
reason cited below. 

Other. 

~er, III 
Executive Secretary 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E O F F I C E 

REFERRAL 

TO: DEPAR'IMENI' OF STATE 

ACTION RE~STED: 
APPROPRIATE ACTION 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOOING: 

iD: 029813 

MEDIA: LETTER, mTED JUNE 19, 1981 

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN 

FROM: THE HONORABLE JOSEPH F. Am 
ACTING GOVERNOR OF GUAM 
AGANA GU 96910 

'\, . ~ ... .,.._ .. __ ,.. .. ~ 
JULY 2, i9'81 

SUBJECT: • WRITES REGARDING THE 'IREATMENT AND 
EXECllrIONS OF BAHA' IS IN IRAN - APPEALS 
TO THE PRESIDENT TO TAKE WHATEVER ACTION 
AVAILABLE TO FOCUS WORLD ATTENTION ON 
THIS SITUATION 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF RE'J,JIRED ACTION HAS .NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF, RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN BASIC CORRESroNDENCE, CONTROL SHEET AND COE¥ OF RESroNSE 
(OR rRAFT) TO: • 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 33', THE WHITE HOUSE 

BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT: 
LESLIE SORG 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESroNDENCE 
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PAUL M . CALVO 

GOVERNOR 

1/~ 

"''.'i.L···:• .:·,.(, ., ·. ...., - ,..__,, ~-er~ 1&1/ffff/b 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

AGANA , GUAM 96910 

U.S.A. 

'812041..0 · 

Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

02.9813 

19 JU N 198\ 

The National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the Northern 
Mariana Islands has brought to me today their heartfelt concern 
for fellow Baha'is now being submitted to unjust treatment and 
merciless executions in Iran . Guam and all citizens of the 
Northern Marianas are united in their belief that such wanton 
disregard for human life and religious freedom cannot, in any 
form, be allowed to continue. 

On behalf of the citizens of Guam and the Northern Marianas, 
I am appealing to you to take whatever action available from 
your high office to focus world attention on this wholly 
unacceptable situation. 

Your courageous and consistent cry for human rights throughout 
the world has been laudable. We of the Western Pacific area 
hope your admirable philosophy will be translated into 
practical action on behalf of the nearly one-half million 
Baha'is living in Iran. 

Thank you, Mr. President, for entertaining our plea to afford 
religious dignity and respect to all men, regardless of their 
religious convictions. 

Sincerely, 

(}~A'\ ,G_o,.__ 
~osif PH F. ADA 
(Acting Governor 
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GOVERNOR 
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er~ 1&/l//$b 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

AGANA, GUAM 96910 

U.S.A. 

Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

9 JUN 1981 

~~), ,._. ~ 
uu-...:1-4.1 

The National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of the Northern 
Mariana Islands has brought to me today their heartfelt concern 
for fellow Baha'is now being submitted to unjust treatment and 
merciless executions in Iran. Guam and all citizens of the 
Northern Marianas are united in their belief that such wanton 
disregard for human life and religious freedom cannot, in any 
form, be allowed to continue. 

On behalf of the citizens of Guam and the Northern Marianas, 
I am appealing to you to take whatever action available from 
your high office to focus world attention on this wholly 
unacceptable situation. 

Your courageous and consistent cry for human rights throughout 
the world has been laudable. We of the Western Pacific area 
hope your admirable philosophy will be translated into 
practical action on behalf of the nearly one-half million 
Baha'is living in Iran. 

Thank you, Mr. President, for entertaining our plea to afford 
religious dignity and respect to all men, regardless of their 
religious convictions. 

/1 Sincerely, 

\ I. . I • • ,_</ I . '·"/,£,,. ,,,., 17 . • I 

/&· /""' --- '-~:..,__- ~ 

ll ., ' JOSEPH F. ~~ . 
i/J • Acting Governor • • • 

• '')( 



D O • OUTGOING 

D H • INTERNAL 

D I • INCOMING 

WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

• Date Correspondence 
Received (YY/MM/DD) ------'''--1ww----'-/__ ~ I ,~ 

Name of Correspondent: ~ 7' -~ 

□ Ml~ User Codes: (A>--~- (B) ___ _ 

1 ~4--n ~ 
(C) __ _ 

Subject: "-- )"= 

ROUTE.TO: 

Office/Agency 

~ f+T I) 

(Staff Name) 

ACTION CODES: 

A • Appropriate Action 
C - Comment/Recommendation 
D - Draft Response 
F - Furnish Fact Sheet 

to be used as Enclosure 

ACTION 

Action 
Code 

Tracking 
Date 

YY/MM/DD 

ORIGINATOR ~".ii f5 / I {)b ,c1-S-

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

I - Info Copy Only/No Action Necessary 
R - Direct Reply w/Copy 
S - For Signature 
X - Interim Reply 

DISPOSITION 

Type Completion 
of • Date 

__ R_e_s_p_o_ns_e ___ C_o_d_e __ Y_Y/_M_M_/_D_D_ ~ 

c fl,J6, :2 !;;-

DISPOSITION CODES: 

A - Answered 
B - Non-Special Referral 

C - Completed 
S - Suspended 

FOR OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE: 

Type of Response = Initials of Signer 
Code = "A" 

Completion Date = Date of Outgoing 

Comments: __________________________________ _ 

Keep this worksheet attached to the original incoming letter. 
Send all routing updates to Central Reference (Room 75, OEOB). 
Always return completed correspondence record to Central Files. 
Refer questions about the correspondence tracking system to Central Reference, ext. 2590. 

5/81 



RECORDS MANAGEMENT ONLY 

No. of Additional 
Correspondents: __ _ Media: 

Prime 
Subject Code: CtJ .t2. 7 / . __ 

Code Date 

C 

DSP 

SIGNATURE CODES: 

CPn - Presidential Correspondence 
n - O - Unknown 
n - 1 - Ronald WIison Reagan 
n - 2 - Ronald Reagan 
n-3 - Ron 
n - 4 - Dutch 
n - 5 - Ron Reagan 
n - 6 - Ronald 
n - 7 - Ronnie 

CLn - First Lady's Correspondence 
n - 1 - Nancy Reagan 
n - 2 - Nancy 
n - 3 - Mrs. Ronald Reagan 

CLASSIFICATION SECTION 

~ Individual Codes: £~:k"?J 
Secondary 
Subject Codes: ~ tl t:7~ 

:Tb _Q_p2_.== 
JZ OIJ.2'- __ 

PRESIDENTIAL REPLY 

Comment 

Time: 

Time: 

MEDIA CODES: 

B - Box/package 
C • Copy 
D - Official document 
G- Message 
H - Handcarried 
L - Letter 
M- Mallgram 
O-Memo 
P - Photo 
R • Report 
S - Sealed 
T - Telegram 
V • Telephone 

CBn - Presidential & First Lady's Correspondence 
n - 1 - Ronald Reagan - Nancy Reagan 

X - Miscellaneous 
Y • Study 

n - 2 - Ron - Nancy 

t • .. • 

Form 

P-

Media: __ 

~-



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

10/6/81 

TO: Central Files 

FROM: D. Edward Wilson, Jr. 

Returned for your records. 
' 

\ 
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J , {\J,,t BERT R BEEZER 
,{ MARK M HOUGH 

DAVID G. KNIBB 
MARY ELLEN KRUG 
DONALD H. MULLINS 
KENNETH E. REKOW 
JEROME L. RUBIN 
ALFRED J. SCHWEPPE 
REX B. STRATTON 
DEXTER A. WASHBURN 

SCHWEPPE, DOOLITTLE, KRUG, TAUSEND & BEEZER, P. S . 

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW 

1600 PEOPLES NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

1415 FIFTH AVENUE 

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98171 

TELEPHONE 

(206) 223-1600 

June 18, 1981 

Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Re: Transfer of Iranian Assets 

Dear President Reagan: 

MARGARET L. BARBIER 
LEE M. BURKEY, JR. 
ROBERT J. ROHAN 
JAMES M. RUPP 
J. RONALD SIM 
JUDITH B. STOUDER 
JAMES B . STREET 

WARREN A. DOOLITTLE 
JOHN N . RUPP 

FREDRIC C . TAU SEND 
OF COUNSEL 

030010 

Enclosed is copy of a letter dated June 15 to the 
Wall Street Journal hearing on the transfer of the Iranian 
assets, and on presidential power in that behalf. 

Sincerely, 

ALFRED J. SC 

AJS:MBH 

Enclosure 
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SCHWEPPE, DOOLITTLE, KRUG, TAUSEND & BEEZER, P. S. 

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW 

ROBERT R . BEEZER 
MARK M . H OU G H 1600 PEOPLES NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

1415 FIFTH AVENUE 

MARGARET L. BARBl t: R 
LEE M . BUR KE Y, .J R . 
ROBERT .J . ROH A N 
.JAMES M . RUPP 

DAVID G . KNIBB 
MAR Y E LLEN KRU G 
DONALD H . M UL LINS 
KENNETH E . REKOW 
.JEROME L. RUBIN 
ALFRED .J. SCHWEPPE 
REX B . STRATTON 
DEXTER A . WASHBURN 

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98171 

TELEPHONE 

(208) 2 23 - 1600 

.J . RONALD SIM 

.JUDITH B . STOUDER 

.JAMES B . STREET 

WARREN A . DOOLITTLE 
.JOHN N . RUPP 

FREDRIC C . TAU SEND 
OF' COUNSEL. 

June 15, 1981 

Letters Editor 
The Wall Street Journal 
22 Cortland St . 
New York, N.Y. 10007 

Dear Editor: 

Your editorial "Back to the Schooner Peggy" in 
Friday's issue (June 12) on transferring by executive 
agreement and order Iranian assets now impounded in 
the United States is, in my view, eminently sound. 

The biggest barrier is United States v. Pink, 
315 U.S. 203, (1942), a five-to-two decision, with 
two judges dissenting. That case, with the benefit 
of several FDR Supreme Court appointments, ruled that 
an executive agreement made by President Roosevelt 
alone, without approval of the Senate; is, like a treaty, 
the supreme law of the land and overrides the Fifth 
Amendment as well as the law of New York. The court 
rejected foreign creditors' claims to the funds involved, 
which were held to belong to Russia, and, by assignment, 
to the United States. 

The state law point and Fifth Amendment point, 
in an opinion by Justice Douglas, were squarely raised 
and squarely decided over strong objections by Chief 
Justice Stone and Justice Roberts. The decision holds 
very broadly that if the subject matter is within the 
President's foreign policy, the Fifth Amendment (taking 
property without due process of law) "does not stand 
in the way." 

The decision is wrong and should be overruled. 
My view to that effect, recorded in 79 American Bar 
Association Reports, 553 (1954) has the support of 
the late Edward S. Corwin, of Princeton, a universally 
recognized expert on the Constitution, and of the late 
Philip Jessup, distinguished legal scholar, and former 
judge on the World Court. 

The Pink case is also undermined by Reid v. Covert, 
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354 U.S. 1 (1957), in which four judges, not a majority, 
(some of whom concurred in Pink) said that executive 
agreements and treaties have to comply with provisions 
of the Constitution. See 82 American Bar Association 
Reports, 293-5 (1957). The court said 354 US 1, 16, 
"No agreement with a foreign natj,.on can confer power 
on the Congress, or any other branch of government, 

1 
which is free from the restraints of the Constitution: And 
on page 17: "The prohibitions of the Constitution 
cannot be nullified by the Executive, or by the Executive 
and the Senate combined," thus covering both Executive 
agreements and orders as well as treaties. 

If Reid v. Covert were a majority decision, instead 
of dictum, Pink would be gone sub silentio. But until 
then Pink supports the executiveaction of Presidents 
Carter and Reagan. 

Sincerely, 

AJS:MBH 
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July 29, 1981 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Buehrer: 

Thank you for your recent letter to President Reagan re
garding educational assistance to Iranian ,students in the 
Onit.ed States. 

Please be ~ssured that no agency of the u.s. Government 
assumed tne expenses of these students during the hostage 
erisis, nor does a special program of financial assistance 
for them as a group exist. Each Iranian on a student visa 
in the u.s" is responsible for bis or her mm funding. 
While eeonondc sanctions against. Iran were in force, the 
Treaeury Department licensed the transfer of funds from 
Iran to meet tbe expenses of Iranian students in this country. 

I hope that this information has answered some of your 
questions on this matter1 if you would like more information, 
I suggest that you contact the United States International 
communication Agency at 1750 Pennsylvania Avenue, N .. W .. , 
Washington, o.c. That agency is responsible for inter
nat.ional educational exchanges and can answer any specific 
questions you might have. 

Sincerely, 

Anne Higgins 

Mr. and Mrs. John Buehrer 
806 Walnut 
McAllen, TX 78501 

AVH:TREASURY:LS:emb-llb 

Director of Correspondence 



MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

CORRESPONDENCE REFERRAL 

July 22, 1981 

/A4/ 
MEMORANDUM FOR LESL'fE/ SORG 

FROM: ALLEN J. LENZ t 

The NSC staff has reviewed and approved the attached draft 
reply: 

as is 

as amended ----

Incoming letter and draft reply. 

4380 



DRAFT REPLY 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Buehrer: 

Thank you for your recent letter to President Reagan 

regarding educational assistance to Iranian students in the 

United States. 

Please be assured that no agency of the U.S. Governme nt 

assumed the expenses of these students during the hostage 

crisis, nor does a special program of financial assistance for 

them as a group exist. Each Iranian on a student visa in the U.S. 

is responsible for his or her own funding. While economic 

sanctions against Iran were in force, the Treasury Department 

licensed the transfer of funds from Iran to meet the expenses 

of Iranian students in this country. 

I hope that this information has answered some of your 

questions on this matter; if you would like more information, 

I suggest that you contact the United States International 

Communication Agency at 1750 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., 

Washington, D.C. That agency is responsible for international 

educational exchanges and can answer any specific questions 

you might have. 

Sincerely, 

Anne Higgins 
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FOR: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

(Classification) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 

Mr. Richard V. Allen 
National Security Council 
The White House 

S/S I 8121250 

Date 7/17/81 

REFERENCE: 

TO: President Reagan Mr . & Mrs. John Buehrer 
FROM: 

DATE: 
May 11, 1981 

SUBJECT: Iranian students 

in the U.S. 

WHITE HOUSE REFERRAL DATED: 'July 10, 1981 NSC i 

THE ATTACHED · ITEM WAS SENT DIRECTLY 
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

(if any) 

ACTION TAKEN: 

REMARKS: 

X A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is 
attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the 
reason cited below. 

Other. 

L. Paul Bret:: t;--
Executive Secretary 

I 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E O F F I C E 

REFERRAL 

JULY 10, 1981 

TO: DEPAR'IMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: . 
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF ANNE HIGGINS 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOOING: 

ID: 031228 

MEDIA: LETTER 

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN 

FROM: MR. AND MRS. JOHN BUEHRER . 
806 WALNlJl' 
MCALLEN TX 7850!' 

SUBJECT: ENCLOSES ARTICLE REGARDING IRANIAN STUDENTS~ 
PLANS TO SEND THEM BACK TO IRAN 

PROMPT ACTION IS . ESSENTIAL - IF RE(JJIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING Il\YS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHOOE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN BASIC CORRESPONDENCE, CONTROL SHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR IRAFT) TO:, • • 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 33, 'I1IB WHITE HOUSE 

BY DIRECTION OF 
LESLIE SORG 
DIRECTOR OF .a.GEN 
PRESIDENTIAL CO 

, 
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Will ~eagan Send,~ 
Iran Stlldents Honie?.~ .1 

·.' • ·11 . : ·, t~ ff. • • • ' ; 

.... ,, . 

WASHINGTON _ O~ly because the Ira- their efforts were met whith a loud shush1ng 
nians knew that they -..ould not be able to sound fro1? the State Department ~nd t~e. 
push President Reagap around did they Carter ':V~1te _House. T~ose wh? persisted m. 
finally release the hostages_ a few minutes cotnpljHnm

1
~ about t~1s -~u}>~1d~ ~ere de- · 

after Jimmy Carter's tmure ended. nounced as c~ld warno~~ ,}1!1d a.ttac~er~ of._ 
. ~ . motherhood and apple pie . .:i ~ ,. , ·.:. . . . .. -- h· , ( . . ' .. "' ~ 

The State Department, in fact, made it Mr, Rea_gan v,;ar amon,g ~h?s~,v.•ho _pro-_ i 
very clear to the Algerian go-betweens that ~ested against tin~le Sam S}d1ot1c _generos-
Mr. Reagan would not negotiate for a minute ity. Now that h~ ISJf! 1he_Wh1t~ Ho~se, he c~n:. _I 

until our "prisoners of war" _ the presi- put an ~nd to th1~ d_ram on t~e ,:reasury.- He 1s,. • 
dent's words in one of his inaugural ball talks comm1t!ed_ to ~utfmg fhe federal budget and 
...:. were released. to the ehmmat10n of senseless programs. He , 

The Iranians therefore "reluctantly" can n:iove quickly, wit~out:,t~e ne<:,d _of con- 1 

accepted the $8 billion to $9 billion in ransom gress1onal appr?~a!, ~~:~en1 !~-~~ffim~n s_t~- • 
that Mr. Carte: thrust ~t them - and to the dents back ~~rl\ej -r '-. )'N ··.;;.t~ ;- -::1_ 'J 
very end Iraman officials played cat-and- The Amerkan Civil Liberties Union it can 
mou~~ w!th the _Unite? Stal.es, pouring on the be anticipated, will w~a~ ilself in !he:;.Co~· 
hum1hatJon which this country suffered. stitution and go· to' co~t 1to prevent the 

·: .\ ot. ;--t,. , ··~ Reagan administration frpm ending thi~sub-
Will this ~~ the ~nd of it? _ sidy to Iranians from thifi:ireat Satan." B~t 

.. • That q~est10n will be an
1
sw~red when ~he . most Americans, will fer,vently applaud. j. ; 

new president faces the question of Iraman However, the new administration is con
students in the United States, r ' •• ' fronted with .a long agenda, and it may be· 

• Tpose students were being supported by thatthe dolla'rs-to-Iranian-students prograrp· 
. Iranian government fu.nds under the shah - • will be forgotten. Certainly, the multibillion-
funds which were cut off y.hen .the barba- do.liar rip-off by the "welfare industry" will 
rians took over Iran. The Sta~e Department, , have priority. . ! ' - ·.. : 
w~ich believes that the United States should_ . • . . 1 : l · · ,;r • :· _. •• 

. wear a "ki"ck me hard" sign on its posterior, ' .. •. I i .,\ · , >• .. 
rushed into the breach: , 'w, But if there is an outpouring of mail to the.; 

It sent notices to the colleges and universi- White House and to the Department of 
~es at which Iranian students were studying, Education, the Reagan administration wiff. 
~ ~etween breaches of the peace, announcing take note. And more will be accomplished 

that it would pick up the tab. , beside the saving of mopey.·, .. 
• Just why should American taxpayers pro- The Iranian students have gotten accus-' 
vide the money to keep 50,000 Iranian stu- tomed to Aiper_ica•s· free and easy ways. If · 
dents in tuition, room, and board? But during returned to Iran, they will be subject to the·, 
the entire perioa that the Ayatollah repressions and the terrors of the Islamic;: 
Khomeini and is bully boys· were holding 52 revolution. r- , •• • ' 
Americans hostage, in violation of interna- The chances are that they will join the1 

tional law and moraity, the Carter adminis- opposition to the Ayatollah.and contribute to 
tration was shelling out millions of dollars to the general instability of the Iranian govern- . 
keep the Islamic revolution's most passion- ment, if such it can be call,ed. ,., -~<'. : • • ;' 

ate supporters in our institutions of highe·r - . i • •1 1 , ' "·.'i. •· 
learning.' , • • 1i l , So there will be a double dividend for these' 

There were some in Washington who tired . United States if the Iranian students are re- ·, 
to bring this utterly ridiculous turning of the moved from the public trough and compelled : 
other cheek to the attention of the public. But to return to their country. . ·. -· .1 

-· - - ' 
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