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THE \!\' HITE HO U SE 

\\'AS H I NG TO N 

,.COWFID~ 
August 6, 1982 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR MICHAEL DEAVER 

FROM: WILLIAM P. CLARK 

SUBJECT: President Suharto Vis it - Indonesia 

J 28716 

rGt>a- 1:i 

/1/tJ~ S:.o/. 

Department of State is in the midst of a series of exchanges with 
the Indonesians to arrange the State visit of President Suharto 
to the White House on October 12. The elaborate Javanese sense 
of protocol spawned a number of special requests that have been 
turned down or deflected . In the last session, the Indonesians 
indicated that if Mrs. Reagan wished to show Mrs. Suharto the 
White House while their husbands are conferring, it would be 
deeply appreciated. 

A rapid positive response to this particular request will be 
extremely useful in the next exchange with the Indonesians 
during the latter part of next week . Favorable consideration 
of this request is important to a smooth visit of President 
Suharto, his first since a one day unofficial visit with 
President Ford in 1975. 

~N'l'IAt 
DECLASSIFY ON: OADR 

.. CONFIDENTIAL 



MEMORANDUM 

-~EN'l:IAL 

ACTION 

5513 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

August 5, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK A<' 

TYSONaV \ THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

CHARLES P . 

RICHARDT. CHILDRESS c;;i? 

Suharto Visit 

President Suharto is scheduled for a State visit the week of 
October 10. The White House core day to meet the President is 
October 12. In several exchanges with the Indonesians, some of 
the more elaborate protocol e xpectations of the Indonesians have 
been eliminated or deflected. 

In the latest e x change, August 3, the Indonesians indicated that 
if Mrs. Reagan wished to show Mrs . Suharto the White House while 
their husbands are conferring , it would be deeply appreciated. 

Given the elaborate Javanese sense of p rotocol and this being 
the first State visit by Indonesia in 12 years aside from a 
one-day unofficial visit with President Ford in 1975, we should 
attempt to accommodate the Indonesians within reasonable limits. 

Recommendation 

That you forward the memq . at Tab I to Mike Deaver. 

Approve Disapprove 

Attachment 

Tab I Memorandum for Mr . Deaver 

-CONFHmN'l'Il-n.. 
l"l:CLA q!~!ED 

DECLASSIFY ON: OADR NLRR f D~ -o I~ rl 8 -:/S--J-

8Y _(;AJ ' RA D. TE 1-b-tJ# ,b 
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Hs. Jo Blaze Regan 
Literary Agent 
1123 South Orange Grove 
Pasadena, California 91105 

Dear Ms. Regan: 

MAY 23 1983 

Your letter and enclosures dated April 15 addressed to the 
White House concerning the whereabouts of Dr. John w. Raede has 
been forwarded to this office for reply. 

Since Dr. Raede 's disappearance on June 6 the Department of 
State has been working very closely with the American Embassy in 
Jakarta and the American Consulate in Medan to assure that all 
possible actions are taken to resolve the disappearance of Dr. Raede . 
Our Consul in Medan has been in constant contact with high level 
Indonesian officials regarding this incident. There have been a 
number of search missions conducted by the Indonesian authorities, 
thus far without success. 

The Department of State fully understands the stress being 
experienced by the Raede family. Officers from the Citizens Emergency 
Center have been in continuous contact with the Raede family and their 
attorney to share with them status reports as they are received from 
our posts in Indonesia. I can assure ou that we will continue to 
follow this situation closely and will provide all possible assistance 
to the family of Dr. Raede. 

Sincerely , 

Ann Swift 
Acting Director 
Citizens Emergency Center 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

141715 

LETTER, DATED APRIL 15, 1983 

HELENE VON DAMM 

MS. JO BLAZE REGAN 
LITERARY AGENT 
1123 SOUTH ORANGE GROVE AVENUE 
PASADENA CA 91105 

0 F F I C E 

MAY 5, 1983 

SUBJECT: ENCLOSES LETTER FROM JULIE MASER, REQUESTING 
HELP IN THE INVESTIGATION OF THE DISAPPERANCE 
OF HER FATHER, PROFESSOR JOHN RAIDE IN 
INDONESIA 

§313737 . 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 



THE W HITE HOUSE 

TO: 

FROM: 

A:;;:~ )-· 
Lindy St. Cyr 

' 
Helene said the Regans are friends 
of the Reagans (Mr. Regan is dead, 
she thinks). At Helene's request, 
could you put this throug h the 
proper channel~ and respond? 

Thanks. 

( 
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Jo !Blaze cf? egan 

..l'.ifa.'l.a'l.y cf!-gwt 

April 15, 1983 

Ms. Helene von Demn 
Chief Assistant and 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Head of Personnel 

Dear Helene von Demn or is it Madame Ambassador: 
If Mt.It. 

1123 S. ORANGE GROVE AVE . 
PASADENA, CALIF. 91105 

PHONE (213 ) 682-2437 

I promised Julie fi4@.sa, daughter of the missing Dr. John 
Raede, Professor of Languages at Westmont College, that I 
wou ld endeavor to get accurate and current information about 
her father. 

The uncertainty of whether he has been imprisoned, killed or 
is still alive has cast a profound shroud of suffering on 
the entire family - especially his wife, Galina. 

Dear Helene, wh atever light you can cast regarding Dr. 
Raede's mysterious disappearance or whatever current infor
mation you can obtain will be rendering a great humanitarian 
service to a suffering family. 

Phil and I co ntinue to watch, listen and wonder in awe of 
what keeps our President going. You certai nly know that he 
poss ~r. ses a unique Power r adiated to him undoubtedly from 
the l[ig her Power. 

Thank you for taking ti me out to read this request. 
With warm regards. 

Sincerely and gratefully, 

Jo Blaze Regan 

f1 t, (.c..rL 

P.S. Julie ~ , daughter of Dr. Raede, is a technician at the 
Pasadena Clinic Lab and her deep concern over her father's 
welfare is indeed very touching . 
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!TH E H O R I Z ON 
! ' ' I -

w E s T M 0 N T C 0 L L E G E 

Volume XXXVIII Number One September 9, 1982 

Prof disappears- in Indonesia 
by Karen Patrick 

When Dr. John Raede left for a 
six-week stay in Indonesia, it was 
to be a summer like many others, 
filled with the kind of travel, 
scudy, and continued progress 
toward a better understanding of 
the world's people which Dr. 
Raede, Professor of Language 
Arts, so richly enjoyed. But in
stead it has become a nightmare 
of frustration, anguish, and unen
durable waiting for his family ev
er since they last heard from him 
over three months ago. 

Mrs. Galina Raede spoke to her 
husband last on June 3, when he 
called from Bukittingi, West 
Sumatra to report that all was 
well and that he planned to travel 
to Jakarta within the next few 

days. He promised to call · every 
week from then on, until he re
turned to the States . on July 11. 
When Dr. Raede twice !ailed to 
keep- that promise, Mrs. Raede 
grew concerned, and contacted 
Dean Tom Andrews at Westmont. 
He helped put her in touch with 
several missions agencies, and 
with Congressman Lagomarsino's 
office to instigate a search tor her 
missing husband~ 

Although· the Indonesian army 
conducted an extensive search of 
the mountainous area surrounding 
Bukittingi, they failed to unearth 
any clue to Dr. Raede's fate. Feel• 
ing that the local police were 
providing little or- no help, Mrs. 
Raede has contacted government 
officials both in Indonesia and in 
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Washington, D.C. In a letter to 
Secretary ·of State George· Schultz; 
she requested that " the State De
partment at least see what can be 
done by way of a. real criminal 
investigation." 

Mn: Raede's concern about the 
uncooperativeness of the local po
lice intensified when she traveled 
to Bukittingi on July 16, nearly 
seven weeks after her husband's 
disappearance: Julie Maser·, Dr. 
Raede's daughter·, told reporters 
that " when my mother walked 
through the dcors of the· police 
station, they said it was the fir.st 
time they had heard anything 
about it. " But personnel at the 
hotel where Dr. Raede was stay
ing had informed police on June 7 
and 8 and again on June 24 that a 
"Mr. Raede" had failed to return
to his room after leaving for Lake 
Manninjau (25 miles- away) on 
June 4. 

Assisted by a Baptist mission
ary doctor, Mrs. Raede discovered 
her husband's personal belongings 
still in his room. From his luggage 
she extracted a· roll of film which 
she quickly developed. One-of the 
snapshots portrayed a taxi cab 
driver changing a tire. Presuma
bly this driver transported Dr. 
Raede on his many excursions to 
the outlying areas shown in some 
of the other pictures. But police 
made no effort to locate the driver 
and question him for any leads. 

In early August, two students 
and two lo~al officials reported 
sighting a man fitting Dr. Raede's 
description. Aurhori ties later 
/ou.-::d • the man and determined 
that he was not DI'. Raede. 

Violent crime in Indonesia is 
very rare, according to local offi
cials. Theft, however, remains a 
serious problem aod witchcraft 
and drug traffic flourish around 
Bukittingi. These factors, com
bined with Dr. Raede's excellent 
physical condition when he left, 
strengthen the Raede family's in• 
sistence on a demiled criminal 
investigation. Mrs. Raede said she 
just didn't know "how a person 
could disappear like that. " To 
questions of whether Dr. Raede 
might have encountered wild ani
mals as he walked through the 
forests on his daily treks, Mrs. 
Raede replied, "My husband 
wouldn't go into the forest alone. 
And tigers wouldn ' t eat a camera 
or shoes." 

Government officials from both 

.;#', _-<:"" 

~ . 

.• ( 

'&i) 
Dr. John Raede 

the U.S. and Indonesia have as
sured Mrs. Raede that the search 
will g o on. Westmont's President 
Winter guaranteed the school's 
continued support: "We want to 
see that everything is being done. 
We are concerned . . and angry 
and upset. " At a press conference 
held e.t Westmont last week, Craig 
Johnson, an aide to Lagomarsino, 
and an alumnus of Westmont, re
affirmed the Congressman's on
going contact with the State De
partment; Indonesian Consulate, 
and the Embassy. 

When pressed· on whether she 
really expected to find her hus
band alive after the passage of 
three silent months, Mrs. Raede 
hesitated. "It's not easy to answer 
that," she said. Her daughter add
ed, "As long as we don't know, 
there's still hope. And we' re still 
hoping." 

lndeed, many people are still 
hoping. Dr. Raede's life has 
packed 69 years with incredible 
examples of stubborn survival. 
Imprisoned during World War II 
for his connections with· under
ground activities in the Free Zone 
of France, he lost his first wife to 

the gas ·chambers of Auschwitz. 
He met his present wife, Galina, 
while doing forced labor in a quar• 
ry. After being freed by the 

. French, they were married. They 
lived first in France, then Canada, 
and eventually came to California 
where Dr. Raede accepted a posi
tion at Westmont in 1967. 

Since then, john Raede has 
earned a great deal of respect 
from his fellow faculty members. 
Dr. Paul Delaney, Head of the 
English and Modern Language de
partment here, described him as 
"industrious" - a man who "col• 
lected languages the way some 
people collect precious stones." 
Further, Delaney commented that 
"as he gathered languages, he 
energetically set about giving 
them away." Dr. Reade typically 
carried a five-course load per se
mester·, while a normal load was 
three or four courses. He worked 
so hard, Dr. Delaney said, "sim
ply because he wanted to." 

Cycling, traveling, and careful 
eating kept Dr. Raede in a physi
cal condition which belied his 69 
years. In an interview for La Paz 

Please See Page Z, Col. 1 
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7, IN SEPARATE MEETING, COLONEL KOESN AO I, THE NEW KOREM COMMANOER 
IN BUKITTINGGI REPLACING COLONEL ALI GENO, TOLO CONOFF THAT HE HAO 
REVIE WE D PREVIOUS SAR EFFORTS AND WOUL D BE UNOERTAKING ADDITIONAL 
EFFORTS AS NEEDED, BUT ON MUCH.LESS INTENSIVE SCALE GIVEN OTHER 
PRIORITIES FOR HIS COMMAND. CONOFF S UGGESTED THAT SOME OF THE MORE 
OBVIOUS AREAS, SUCH AS THE CANYON IN SUKITTINGGI, MIGHT BE CHECKED 

. AGAIN, PAFHICUL..A.RLY AREAS BELOW VIE WPOINT S ANO THE ILL.EGA!.. GARBAGE 
DU MP S. DR . RUBLE AND SON INVeSTIG ATEO ONE SUCH AREA AND FOUND A 
SWAMPY AREA LITTER ED WITH GARBAGE ANO HAO SPE CULATED THAT A SOOY • 
COULD BE I 
DISPOSED OF CURING HOURS OF DARKNESS EASILY IN SUCH AREAS 
LOCATED NEAR THE ROAD. WHEN THIS WAS SUGGESTED INDONES I AN OFFICIALS 
NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT D~ RAEOE. WAS LAST SEEN LEAVING HIS HOTEL DURING 
DAYLIGHT HOURS ALLEGEDLY HEADING FOR MAN INJAU LAKE. COLONE L 
KOESNADI MACE NO COMMITMENT TO SEARCH ANY SPECIFIC AREA, euT 
APPEARED TO TAKE NOTE OF THE SUGGE STIONS . . • 

8. CONOFF IMPRESSION WAS THAT DESPITE THE TIME LAPSE IN THIS CASE 
INDONE SIAN OFFICIALS IN PADANG AND BUKITTINGGI WERE SERIOUS IN THEIR 
EFFORTS, WERE WELL VERSED IN THE FEW F ACT S AVAILABLE IN THE. CASE ANO 
WERE OPEN TO ANY .NEW FACTS OR SUGGESTIONS . WORTHY OF NOTE ANO NOT 
PREVIOUSLY REPORTED IS THE FACT CITED BY DR. RUB LE THAT THE MILIT ARY 
AND POLICE RIVALRY IN BUKITTINGGI, WHILE PERHAPS AT ·TIMES L.EAOlNG TO 
A LACK OF SHARING OF INFORMATION, HAO THE POSITIVE BENEFIT OF 
PROVIDING A COMPETITIVE EDGE TO THEIR EFFORTS. • THE FACT THAT CONOFF 
ADDED THE POLICE COMMANDER TO LIST OF OFF ICIALS TO VISIT WAS NOTED AND 
APPRECIATED BY THE POL I CE. CONOFF EXPRESSED THE THANKS OF CONSUL ~,TE ANO 
EMBASSY FOR PREVIOUS ANO ONGOING EfFORTS TO ALL GOI OFFICIALS WHO 
WERE HELPFUL, RESPONSIVE AND SYMPATHETIC TO MRS, RAEOE'S OESIRE TO 
LEARN THE FATE OF HER HUSBAND . • 

S. CONOFF VISIT TO MANINJAU LAKE SER VED. TO UNOERSCORE THE 
DIFFICULTY OF SAR EFFORTS IN WESTERN S UMATRA. A TRAIL REPORTEDLY 
CIRCLES '.THE LAKE WHICH CAN BE WALKED IN TWO OAYS. WHILE THE SOUTHERN 
PORTION OF THE LAKE EDGE HAO VILLAGES ANO FARM LANO, THE EASTERN ANO 
NORTHERN SHORES ARE FORESTED WITH SPARCE HUMAN HABITATION ANO 
CONSIDERABLE WILDLIFE. LAKE MANIN~AU IS ONL Y ONE OF SEVERAL SUCH 
TOURIST ATTRACTIONS WITHIN A DAY'S JOURNEY OF BUKITTINGGI WHlCH 
WERE SUBJECT OF PREVIOUS SAR EFFORTS, 
HE!'i!B!::R: 
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Dinrinishing Hopes 

There will be little happiness in this New Year for 
Galina Raede. 
Six months ago, her husband, John Raede, a 

e professor of modern languages at Westmont College _in 
r Montecito, vanished while on a vacation in lndone_s1a. 

Mrs. Raede has flown twice to that country to morutor 

the official search and to conduct her own probe. Twice 
she has returned with nothing more than revisions of 
old theories, fragments of new clues but mostly 
diminishing hopes that her husband is still alive. -

If Raede is dead, it will mark a tragic, almost i."'Onic 
end to their love and a marriage that since 1944 has 
survived Gestapo interrogations, the struggle of life in 
German labor camps, and career starts in France, 
Canada and the United States. 

Several theories surfaced following Raede's disap
pearance and fruitless searches by the Indonesian 
military, police in Sumatra and the State Department: 

• Please see FOLLOW-UP, Pace 11 
Y#l W 

Sunday, December 26, 1982/Part VI 11 

FOLLOW-UP-: Agony, Ecstasy and Status Quo 
Continued from 10th Page 
Be might have been taken ill and died on a remote trail 
leading to a lake he planned to visit. Raede could have 
been abducted by Moslem extremists. Maybe he was 
simply the victim of robbers who killed to obtain his 
cash and traveler's checks. It even was suggested that 
Raede, master of many languages · and a specialist in 
scientific translations from Russian and Chinese, might 
have vanished as part of some covert intelligence 
operation. 

None of those possibilities has been substantiated 
·-although it is known that the Central Intelligence 
Agency has shown some interest in the Berlin-born 
professor's disappearance. 

Two months ago, Mrs. Raede returned from her 
second search of the area where her husband was last 
seen. Prior to that visit, she had received .a letter from a 
contact in Indonesia. He told her that Raede had 
been kidnaped and was still alive. And a return was •• 
possible. 

Mrs. Raede met with this man, also a male companion. 
In return for $500 expense money and an airline ticket to 
the area where Raede was being held, they said, a 
release would be arranged. 

• The-mission was mounted. It returned without Raede. 
The men told Mrs. "Raede little beyond the fact that 
things had "gone wrong." They then broke .all further 
contact. 
; "One (man) has disappeared, the other is holding to 
his story that my husband was abducted," says Mrs . 

.. Raede. H the men had been working a confidence.trick, 
~he believes, they wouid have demanded more money. 
~I think they know what .happened, went to Sumatra, 
which is Moslem extremist country, and were told to 
mind their own business." • • • 
' • Could Raede still be alive and in captivity? "Since he 
(Raede) spoke Indonesian, it is possible that they 
{extremists) took him for. an American missionary. 
Maybe this was one time when his knowledge of 
),an_guages didn't help him. But I really don't have any 
!~ea It's hard to say and if he was abducted so much 

depends on how he was treated. Right now I'm very 
confused." 

Mrs. Raede is undecided about further search efforts. 
"I just don't know. Maybe I should go to Washington. 

But if the CIA is involved. . . " 
There seems little doubt that the CIA is interested in 

the disappearance of Raede. 
As part of the private search for answers, Mrs. Raede 

has asked the State Department and the CIA to send her 
any details they might have concerning her missing 
husband. The request, under provisions of the Freedom 
.of Information Act, was made through James Nichols, 
the attorney for Westmont College. . 

Nichols says he has . not received a reply from the 
State Department, but there has been a telephone 
response from a CIA representative. Nichols says he 
was questioned extensively about Raede and his past. 

"It was," he said, "a very inquisitive call." 
-PAULDEAN 

John Raede is still missing after six · months. 



INCOMING 
< ( 

Devartnient' of State· · 
lll OF 112 2~346Z • 

TELEGRAM 
PACiE Bl t1EDAN ssoa 

E.C. 123S6: II/A 
TAGS: CASC IRAEDE, JOHN II,) 
SUBJECT: W/11 JOHil II, RAED£ • LATEST DEV::LOPHEIITS 

IIEFS; Al l!i:OAN iSSJ; f.l JAKARTA 18642 . 

TIIE l'0(.1~£ IIISH TO.PROTECT TOURISTS ,IN lkDOllESIA. 

i, ·1N BUKITTINGGI, CONOFF NET 111TH BAPTIST tllSSIONARIES DR, 
Al'PLEIIIIITE AND DR, aUBLE, THEY PROVIDED SOME USEFUL QUESTIONS TO PO$ 

• I 

' I 

TO LOCAi.. OFFICIALS AliD CONOFF MAO OPPORTUNllY TO REVIEI/ FIRST HANO ., ,. ! 
PliOTOS TAKEN BY DR. aAEDE \IH I ~H \/ERE RECOVERED fROlt II IS LUCiCiAGE AT .~)'.,.:, i 
THE SIIIG,ALAHO ,J!OT£t. CONOFf CAN ·coNF I Rl1 THAT THE PHOTO OF THE • I:~: I 

. . DRIV£i Cl!ANGINCi THE TIRE OF TH£.QPLET BUS DOES NOT PROVIDE All ' " ,; l 
i ·: ll>UTIHABLE PHOTO OF EITHER THE OR I VER OR THE LICENSE NUliBER Of THI; " , 
/ ' VEHICLE. DR. · RUBLE.SUGGESTED POLICE BE URGED TO CHECK tOSSIBILITY ' 
/ '.TIIAT DR. WOE \/AS VICTltl OF CRltlE COlffllTTED BY A FELLOW TOURIST 
' • ,,AIID TO SEAIICH AGP.lll TM£ AREAS BEL.OW THE CLIFFS Ill SUKlrTINGGI CITY 

,CMYOII 1111£1t£ GARiA<iE IS ·ILLEGALLY OUIIPED BY RESIOENTS. IIE· SUGGESTED : I 
Pm.l'C[ 'IIIEKT CHECK TIIE REGISTER fPR .'FORE IGH GUEST$ STAYING AT l 

SIN~AltG AT SAt1.E TIii£ AND TKE PUSENGER LIST, lf SUCH A·RECORD EVER' ! 
EXISif D, OF A BUS APi'EARING IN PR. RAEllE'S PIIOTOS ll!l!CH !'\Al' !!AVE • 
·ll~EII Ill$ IY ll'rilCII 0;1, 111\EOE TRAVELLED Tll IIUKIHIIIIGGl, 

1. SU~./1AAY: CONOFF TRAVELLED TO PADAIIG/BUKITTINGGI 8ETIIEEH 18 ANO 21 
• 6. COliOH $CKEDULEll All Ml HOC tlEETING 111TH COLOIIEL tlOHAMED Z£1M, 
JHE 81Jl{ITTINGGI Pm.IC£ COHl1AHDER AT HIS HQS TO RAISE QUESTIONS 

JANUA?.¥ lO REVIEI/ WITH LOCAL OH·ICIALS STATUS Of THE EFFORTS TO 
LOCATE TBE HISSING PROFESSOR JOHN 11. RAEDE. IH -PAOA/lG tlEETINGS IIERE 
liELO VITH iHE GOVERtlOR OF I/EST SUIIATRA, AZ\/AR AHAS, IIOOAM 111 IARtlY) 
CHIEf OF STAFF, COLONEL ALI GENO, AND KODAK Ill (l'OLICEI CHIEf "OF 
STAFF, COI.ONEL SYARIFUODIN TAIITONO. IN BUKITTINGGI, COIIOFF tlET 
ll!TH T!!E l'IAYOR OF BUKI TTIIIGGI, ORS. OEtlAR GAFAR, IIOREl1 COMtlANDER, 
COlOlltl KOE Sli.40I, KOOIM COIIHANDER, LT. COLOllEL ,ARIFENDI, AND OAHRES 
<POLI CO COl'tl'IAtlDER, COLONEL MOHA1111EO ZEIJI. CONOFF ALSO VISITED LAKE 

11MllldAUSREA FOR TERRAIN APPRECIATION ANO IIH 111TH 11EIISERS OF THE 
6APT ! ST MI SSION ltl BUKITTIUGGI TO SOLICIT THEIR VIE\/S AND IIIPRESSIONS 
PRIOF. TO r1£ETIHG 111TH BUKITTINGGl ·OFFICIALS. ALL 11EETIUGS 1/ITK 
GOVERIL~ NT OFFICIALS I/ERE .ARRANGED BY THE GOVERNOR'S P~OTOCOt. OFFICE, 
COllCrf' ~ IMPRESSI ON AFTEfi VISIT \/AS THAT ll!DOMESIAll OFFICIALS II! P~DANG 
ANO SUK t TT I NGG I \/ERE I/Ell VERSED IN ALL ASPECTS Ot HIE CASE AND IIERE 
SERIOUS IM THEIR EFFORTS TO SEE THE IIATTER RESOLVED, ENO SU1111ARY. 

l. GOVtRNOa AZ\/AR AHAS SET TONE FOR COOPERATIVE ANO . CONSTRUCTIVE 
SERtis c; MEETINGS BY POINTING OUT TKAT THE GOVERNHENT OF INDONESIA 
(GOli E~ IIOi CALLEO OFF SEARCH AND THAT SEARCH EFFORTS 1/0ULD ·CONTINUE 

HE Po1 r.rro our., THE DIFFICULTIE~ OF SEARCII IN 'RUGGED SUl1ATRA TERRAIN 
AXO ~O E~ THAT .-EVEN THE PIPER AZTEC LOST Ill NORTH SUIIATRA !SEE REFTEL 
6l 1/ ITh GOVERIIMENT OFFICIALS ABOARD ·HAD NOT YET BEEN FOUND. HE 
NOTEO ThAT VICE PRESIDENT ADA11 MALIK HAD TAKEN PERSONAL UITIREST. •• 
ijE SA ID IM VIEi/ OF THE EXCELLENT RELATIONS BETWEEN THE U$ AND THE GOI, 

• EVERYTli tNG POSSIBLE I/AS BEING DONE. KE CALLED ATTENTION TO THE 
NUr!E!WUS Ef'r'C?.TS f.LRE~OY UliDERTl\KEtl. 

~- if.:, ZE~:.R~T~ r1;Ei itrn ·\.'ITU TtJE ~vc:..~ iii ~ii£r ~P-Si'ittf. CCillN~L. 
tL I GE!lO ECHOED THE GOVERIIOR' S SENTl11ENTS ANO SA!D EHORTS .WOULD 
CCNTl~UE:, BUT IIOTEO THAT OVER 40 SEARCHES \IEiiE \JNDERTAI\EN \/KILE 11£ . 
IIAS Iii C0/111AIIO OF KOREM 32 IN BUKITTINGGI BUT, HE \/AS SORRY TO SAY, . 
111TH !iO R.ESULTS. COLOUEL GENO IIENTIOllED THAT HE PERSONALLY LED 
ONE SEAiCr. IIHICH lASTEO 24 STRAIGHT HOURS. ICONDFF SENSED COLONEL 
GHIO, AS A PROFESSIONAL IIILITARV MAIi, \loutO HAVE LIKED NOTHING BETTER 
THAN re HAVE SUCCEEDED IN HIS MISSION OF LOCATING OR. RAEDE AND I/AS 
GEIW lliH Y SORRY NOT TO HAVE SEEN SUCCESSFUL), COLONEL GENO · SAID HE 
WAS SORRY THAT HIS CONtlAND DI0 NOT GET WORD Of OR. RAEDE'S 
DISAF?El\RJINCE 
EARLIER, BUT NOTED (AS DID VIRTUALLY ALL THE OTHER GOI OFFICIALS) 
THAT HE COULD NOT UNDERSTAND DR. RAEDE' S CHOICE OF HOTELS, THE 
S!~GGALAIIG, A SMALL /1110 SHABBY HOTEL NOT AT Ail COl1/1ENSURATE 111TH 
OR. RAEOE' S SiATUS. 

4. THE POLICE CONHANDER IN PADANG COLON£l SYAR FUDOIN TANTONO, 
SAID in£ Q~G~ING INVESTIGATION HAD FAILED TD TURN UP NEW RESULTS. 
Ill RiSPO.SE iO CO!IOFF QUESTIONS HE SAID AN t;C ,UAl CRIIIUIAL 
IH\'£S711iATI ON HAD IIOT BEEN UNDERTAKEN AS Tl!ERf. IIAS ·NO PROOF OF 
FOUL fLAY ANO THE POLICE INVESTIGATION IIAD SEEN COllFINEO TO 
08TAINlnG THE FACTS, AND IN THIS EFFORT PG!.ltf INFORMANTS HAD BEEN 
QUERIE~. HE SAID THE POLICE IHIJESTIGATION IS CONTINUING AND SAID THAT 

SUGGESTED IN PARAGiAPH ~. COLONEL ZEIN SAlO THAT TIIE CASE Of OR. 
• RAEOE IIA!I IN FACT BEEN INVEST I GATED Hi THE ·CONTEXT" OF A Cll ltllllAI. 
TYi'£ IIIViSTIGATION. THE HOTEL STAFF \/ERE AlL INTtRROCiATED AS 
SUS1£CTS, BUT NO £VI0£11CE OF fOlll PLAY \/AS TURNED UP. 11£ ~AID THE 
.POLie£ DID 'HOT ·BELIEVE DR. RAEDE HAO BEEN THE VICTIII OF A CRIIIE BY 
A·FEUOII TOURIST ARRIV ING 111TH DR, RAEDE OR STAYU!G AT TIIE SAIIE 
HOTIL BECAUSE ' fl!Ofl THE S£PARATE INTERROGATIONS OF THE HOTEL STAFF IT 
\IA$ L£Al!HED THAT DR. RAEOE WAS Al.WAYS ALONE, I/AS IIEVER VISITED ev 
OTHER i UES TS OR 5Y OUTSIDERS, flALE OR FE11ALE, AND THAT OR, iAEDE 
ALWAYS 1/EIIT iluT AiOlll:. !CONOFF C011ttENT: THE HOiEL IS A SMALL OHE 
STOREY GUE ST HOUSE 111TH R0011S, 111TH BARRED WINDOWS WITHOUT GLASS, 
OPEN IIG 0Mi0 A .SHALL COURTYARD 111TH COH!ION TOILET AMO IATHINCi 
FAC ILITY WHI CH ADJOINS A "LOSBV/OFFICE"I. COLOHH 1EIN MENTIONEO 
·OTHER INVESTIGATIVE EFFORTS UNDERTAKEN TKUS FAR IIITHOUT RESUl.TS IIIIICH 
INCLUOED Cl!ECKS 111TH LOCAL, GAGIONAl AND NATIOtlAt llAJIKS REGARDING 
DR . . WDE'S TRAVELLEliS CHECKS OiEGATIVE REPLIES llrRE RECEII/Elll, 
INVESTl,ATION Of THE INHABITANTS APPEARING IN SCEM£S SHO\/N IN DR. 

.RAfDE'S PHOTOGRAPHS AHO POLICE INVESTIGATIOtl OF lli!I\IERS OF l'UllllC 
TaUSPGaTATION VEHICLES IN AREA. COLONEL ZEIN REVU:\1£0 THE PHOTOS · 
VITH COMOff POINTI NG our, AS DID DR. RUBLE, THAT DR.· RAEDE liAS TWICE 
VUITED IATU SAllGKAR ANO THAT POLICE HAD CONDUCTED CHECKS OF THE 
INHABITANTS APPEARING IN THE PHOTOS. HE 11ENTIOHED.1HAT POLICE HAO 
CHECKED TO DETERMINE WliETIIER DR. RAEDE'S AIRLINE TICKET HAD 5EEN 
USED ~ CASHED IN, WlTH KEGATIVE RESULTS. COLONEL ZEIN SAIO TflAT, AS 
IT ¥AD APPARENTLY a£EN DR. RAEDE'S INTENTION TO TRAVEL TO JAVA 
FOLLOWING HIS STAY AT SUKI TTINGGI, ALL FORMS Cf TRANSPORTATION TO 
JAIJA IIAD IEEN CHECY..ED FDR INFQRNAil Ot-; flEG~!!!l!t\G tlR. llAEOE. ME .UIO 
lrii i~i~ ·ruTtkliAl uf int ~Olitt INVESTIGA1IVl ASSETS IN 
IUKITTIIIGGI \IAS BEING USED AND THE POLICE FELT THAT ONE Of TWO 
•POSSIBILITIES EXISTED: EITHER OR. RAEOE HAD GOTTal tOST AND BEEN 
THE VICTll1 OF Ali ACCIDENT 1/H It£ TRAVELt ING ALONE, mt HE HAO BEEN 
THE VICTIH OF A CRIil£. HE SAID THAT THE POLICE IN iUKITTINGGI WOULD 
CO/iTI IWE THEIR INVESTIGATION INTO THE POSSldlLITY Of A CRIIIE ANO THAT 
THE- l'OSSIBILITY ·OF MIS HAVING GOTTEN LOST OR HAVING ·IIAD AN ACCIOENT 
WAS IIOIIE PROPERLY TIIE PROVINCE OF THE tllLITARY WITH THEIR SEARCH AND 
RESCU[ !SARI 'CAPABILITY. HE SAID THE POLICE AND NILITARY WOULD 
·I/ORK TO CONTINUE ,BOTH SAR AND CRIMINAL iNVESTIGATION PROCEDURES, 
BUT REGRETTED 'NO NEIi INFOllltATION. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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Ars. Faith ~hittlescy; 

Pre9identiql Aide. 

White Hou~ 

'il gs hln.e:t on, D. C ~ 

Deqr ~rs. Whittlesey; 

Quoting : J~mea; 2: 1-3 

8/29/83 
2913 S- Dort 
Flint, VIi. 48?07, 

My brother~, ~s bel i.c~ver~ i..n our- Lor" Je u -- ehrtsi:i, -t-he Lor d uf 

rlorv , you must never trot p~o _e in different ~. ys accordir-~ to 

their out 1ard appo r nee. Su uo. ich -n::m v1earinc a <~old rinrs 

~nd fine clothe3 comes to your~ ting, and a ,oor man in rag~ed 

c l:JthefJ A,l~o come~. If you ~'1-io Clore re~_ ect to thG v, , 11 dressed 

1111,n G.nd sr'iy to him, 11 HB.ve the b ~t scat 11.ere•: but ~r-iy to the poor 

mrin. 'Str nd over t11.f1re. or ~it ere on tre floor by ny feet¥" 

Mrs. Whittl ,sey, no deme::1nin,!: in intend d. Wh~t i. megnt to ~how 

a dry ~en~e of 11.umor. It ~e , :1.s a ··fully d'lrk ~ round m , but the 

li ht is shining. 

It i~5 difficult to 3,nticipBte t~e C8-U,,c for not "he'lring" from 

you, ,1rs. Whi t tlesey, but ..,_ ,ttin you know this is no problem 

for you. A~ I can a.ccept any c0nd i tion bec11u~e thR.t i"' the way it 

i~ guppose t~ b, ~h .t ev r · shqll be will be. 

Hooin~ your ~ssi~n~cnt qnd po8ition goes well ;ith you. 

Respectfully; 

RichR.rd G. Spafford 

tfiz /4,ud.- dJ .s;, cJ/--.;7.f:-L 
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Mrs. F~ith ~hittlesey; 

Pres idnnt i8.l ~\.ide 

White House 
W '3 shington, .1). C. 

DePr ~rs. , hitt lesey; 

6/?3183 
2913 S. Dort 
Flint, Mich. 
43507 

Ple 0 sc forglv me in case of spellin incorectly your last n3me. 

.:., l _-

In our Sundr-3y nows p3.per v;as 8.n excellent articl,. written !?.bout you, 

Ira . .'1-J.ittlesey. din-°c' v.ith interc3t :_nd fot1nd tl e .,tory of your life 

.i "1 D ri~ :-3 j, d me . 

In "F"i. th"; there is no intention of flqttery !3.nd hopefully the follov,ing 

contt.nt will explain t e roason for this letter. 

Erirlier this yegr on the nation'11 nev s reported of t11e meeting v1ith 

Pre oident Rci:i,e:1n and membe r s of the IndoI'-.esign Embassy . They did expres.'S 

their dis'1.p oLntment in the la.ck of 8.ny representg_tive from America in 

their country. This prompted my thou<:;ht 8nd my first letter to the 

Vlhite House. To my kri'1wledge thero h-;sn't been Rny ricknowlegern.ent. \'fy 

~':rsonal feeling , i:i.ttgched to ti. i"Ilportanco, to re co~nize Indonesia . 

It i, r:-ither difficult in ;1 letter to exp l~in our intent Lons "CJ.nd yet be 

'J s brief -~s possible. So t en if e nourh bqs been v:ri tten to c .:1,usc !:'my 

p~ssibilities, or interest could 9.t q l3tcr d~te be of further infor-

'TI"'t ion. 
3cv'3ri::i.l p,3ople 'J.re involved in our · roject . The_y g,re of V'lrious profess-

ions. Our goal is to help this cou::i. t ry, s 1 ecif'ically Iri ::3.n Jaya. Althoun;h 

un,:,tt"'l.c hed to any 1nissionary ,roup; pcrh:3.ps R.n explan!3.tion could allev

i.,te by v-ritin5 , this ;vould be a. follov: up of the mission:1ry 'Ork~ 

;,1, r interest st2.rted during world v.3.r 11. Our friendship began t this ti:ne 

\"hen vi n ·=m f1.ssignment to st8.y v:i th tho vill '3.ge of 3<:J,ns 'lpor. 

The pur,)osc, protection . medic~,l h lp, food .'3.nd c lothin5 , perh8.ps a.:3 a 

li,-,ison . And this required rny lc.-.rnLng their lan~u'l,_,e, but not fluently. 

Prior· to leq,v ing for our next battle, the Chief, their ord9.i:p.ed rninister.r 

• .., nd. their sch)ol tef-l.chor i.nv--Lt ;d TIC i::1to, verv snnll hut . They v·i.shed 

t J tll nk ne Pnd ;:isk d ,ne to return r.:ifter. t l"e ri.r v:i:1.s over to con, b-9.Ck 

thc;y • ou 1- d slni. ne her2 th"!;_y found gold gnd other rnot"l.ls. 

Th"ln { i_ i, , f'Jr tht; Lr off r b-r te: llin-£: the .,1 , it nust be , )Od for them 
-- (cont) 



( p<:p: , 2 c ont) 

Not just for ·ne. 

The r~, c cnt return tJ vis i t ,ny frlend'J v·:is in 1g8-:i . 

·.;c. hqv:, 11°dP- n:::ny l,,ns !'JJi_n_ t o 118.V ovcrythin: · n0cc..s ;g,ry . 

Di~re □ sing qt t1is Joint . 

Rr'!r> ti7,in_.__, nothLn-· hgs been returned 8.nd so·nethint:, unique seemed to h'l.Ve 

h~ PD ned the d..,._y 8.ftor rc3.dina tho '3rticlc '3..bout you 8.nd as I dro·re to 

~n Rr a of Flint unfamila r to ·ne, lJokin.;: for 'l c ertain street . t this 

time my mind wan OD the fgct there V.''"':;n't any Pns·rer. Tl1cn -:iv :nind ·,1<:.s 

de t•~r-ninod to try '1,~ain . 

In lJ oking for ny street . p8,rtially lost, tvrn t i illes I c r ossed ,, hi.ttlesey 

treot . This s U'~ e'Jtion .h'!s b£en ori , • "1ind until nm,· . 

And fin..,ll ;r -.~rr-; . ',hLttles y, t .. e re'lsJn for the lE,tter. 

su-.r.resti:Jn f"Jr conr1idE.r8.t Lon 8S " s11rill representation from America . 

Not beLn~ intcrr:st·,J :-:is nn .\•fons • d'Jr . (no ,::>J1Ltic8.l science) 

8-·)·_n,. d:rn in stgturo 9S liplo·n..,t o-r ..,tt'lchc. 

Pre~cntinu t~~ following: 

No 3. l<:Jry wgnted . (perh8ps so·ie x en-:::0::; 0r 11t::oded ',,elp) 

,., 0 11ot ') ~~iety 
IT::, offi.c needed 

Interested in Iri'ln Jciya only . 

ru~lifi c ~tions 'lre ~v~ilnble upon request , ~nd a finql ~ddition. 

Fron on; ond of Iri8.n J'3_y~., "Il rro;··n either person2lly or by ni:i,ne to the 

other end . 

C1'lief In"'liv r ~tion Officer. A .c;ovor:::"nent offic ial V'ri:J is prosently workin:, 
0 t Ti.no r T iTior. Thr ee Chi efs, The GeneFil of tt~e Arny stationed 'lt So rong . 

A,. Ls.J '"'.t 3'Jron:r I 11',ve net the chief of oolic c, the Chief landing 1"11:ni.~-

r..,tion Officer. ·,1oh T,, 1nher h·'!.s sone kind of rel;-i,ti·Jnshi.9 \".rith President 

Suh'1.rto 'lnd .f-r. Tr:i.:nh ,r v:i 11 be our pg,rtner bot\.ocn thu tv:o c ountries .. 

Thi=mkinR you for rer::d.in,~, th:- lJtt..:r. rs' hittlcsey . 

Pler:.ne c0nsi:1cr '.)Ur dssire t.J pro·, t}:,.t vc o _ ncri c r:i c~n serve our 

g'J~ls s God inpr,s,ed our minds; Go qnd feed ny 9c1Jle . 

K indE: ot Pc rson-:, 1 1.c.rr~ rds 
Rich~rd G. 3p~fford 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

GUNFIUEN I IAL 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, D.C . 20506 

January 10, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR CHARLES HILL 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

9241 

SUBJECT: Letter to the President from Rep. Lowry, et al 
- T imo r ( 8 3 3 9 2 7 2 ) ( U) 

We have reviewed proposed response and decided it should be 
answered by the Department directly without a reply from the 
President. ~ 

The timing of your response after the departure of Senators 
Hatfield and Eagleton from Jakarta is approved. JJ21' 

CONFIDENTIAL 
CLASSIFIED BY: STATE 
DECLASSIFY ON: OADR 

~ H - v-U11,j;vW1{-
Robert M. £Cmmitt 
Executive Secretary 

kl)-
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

January 6, 1984 

CONFIDENTIAL ATTACHMENTS 

ACTION 

. .-.. , ... 
MEMORANDUM FOR BOB KIMMITT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DICK CHILDRESS~ 

Letter to the President from Rep. Lowry, et al 
-- Timor 

Recommend you forward the memorandum at Tab I to Hill. 

Approve l(_ Disapprove 

Attachments 

Tab I 
Tab II 

Memorandum for Kimmitt Signature to Charles Hill 
State Memorandum dated 12/30/83 with attachments 

cc: W. Raymond 
P. Sommer 
C. Lehman 

CONFIDENTIAL ATTACHMENTS 
~ Tl /U ML 



8339272 
United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

,, 

CON - ·•.• -NTIAL 
December 30, 1983 

_,,. 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR . ROBERT c. MCFARLANFB : L .,, '; 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Congressional Letter to t he President on Eas t Tim.or 
...... , ; · ' 

• ' •-' • • V ..,.•. I 

More than 100 Congressmen have signed a December 15 letter 
to the President expressing concern over the situation in East 
Timor (Tab C). 

The letter was referred to the Department for direct reply 
on December 22 (Tab D), but we have subsequently been advised 
informally by your staff that the White House wished to clear 
the text of ou r proposed reply and might also wish to have the 
Pre s ident acknowledge the Congressional letter personally. 

A copy of our proposed reply for your approval is at Tab 
A. Should you decide to have the President personally 
acknowledge the letter, a suggested letter of acknowledgement 
is at Tab B. 

Our Embassy in Jakarta is now in the process of attempting 
to arrange for a call on Indonesian President Suharto by 
Senators Hatfield and Eagleton, who will be visiting Jakarta 
January 10-14. The Government of Indonesia, including Suharto 
personally, are extremely sensitive to foreign criticism of 
Indonesia's activities in East Timor and are aware that the two 
Senators signed an October 1982 letter to the President similar 
to the current Congressional letter in its criticism of 
Indonesia. Concerned that release of our response at this time 
might embarrass the Indonesian Government, thereby jeopardizing 
scheduling of the Senators' call on Suharto, the Embassy 
recommends that we not release our reply until after the 
Senators' departure from Jakarta January 14. 

Attachments: 

~9 Charles ill 
Executive S cretary 

Tab A - Draft Department Reply to Congressional Letter 
Tab B - Draft Presidential Reply to Congressional Letter 
Tab C - Congressional Letter on East Timor 
Tab D - NSC Referral Memorandum 

-€0MFID~M'f I .1>rL -
DECL: OADR 



Dear Mr. 

The White House has asked that I reply to the letter which 

you and a number of your House colleagues wrote to the 

President on December 15, expressing your concern over the 

situation in East Timor. 

This Administration continues to follow closely the 

situation in East Timor, and it remains an element in our 

diplomatic dialogue with the Government of Indonesia. We 

continue to place greatest emphasis on doing what we can to 

help improve the lot of the Timorese people, who have indeed 

suffered years of strife. 

As you have noted, following a period of some months when 

there was no fighting in East Timor and contacts were 

established between members of the Fretilin insurgency and 

Indonesian Government officials, fighting again broke out in 

East Timor in August, apparently at Fretilin initiative. Since 

that time, in an effort to reestablish security, the Indonesian 

Government has increased its military presence in East Timor 

and renewed at least some offensive operations, particularly in 

the sparsely populated Eastern portions of the province. 

We regret the resumption of fighting which has brought 

renewed hardship to some in East Timar. I would note, however, 

that we have no credible reports indicating that the fighting 

DECLASSIFIED 
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has caused widespread privation. Vve have expressed to the 

Indonesian Government our hope that the fighting will be kept 

at the minimum level necessary to insure the safety and 

security of the population at large, and we have reason to 

believe that the Indonesian forces, in conducting their 

operations, are attempting to minimize the impact of the 

fighting on non-combatants. The Indonesian Armed Forces 

Commander in a Christmas Day message reiterated an offer of 

humane treatment to any Fretilin who voluntarily gave up their 

armed struggle. An earlier Indonesian Government offer of 

amnesty to surrendering insurgents also remains in effect. 

The Administration joins you in applauding the activities 

in East Timor of the International Committee of the Red Cross 

[ICRC], the United Nations International Children's Emergency 

Fund [UNICEF] and Catholic Relief Services [CRS], which have 

contributed importantly to the welfare of the people of East 

Timor. As you are aware, the United States through USAID funds 

CRS' East Timor project, and we also contribute significantly 

to the ICRC effort there. 

We have expressed to the appropriate Indonesian authorities 

our hope that, when security conditions permit, representatives 

CONFIDENTIA_1. 
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of all three involved international organizations as well as 

other responsible observers be given all necessary access to 

East Timor to conduct and monitor their own programs and other 

developments of legitimate international interest. At this 

point, the ICRC has access to Dili, East Timer's capital, for 

tracing and repatriation activities, and to Atauro Island for 

health and nutrition programs. Resumed access to other parts 

of East Timor for protection and possible relief activities is 

currently under discussion with the Indonesian Government. 

UNICEF has had recent access to Dili, and CRS enjoys routine 

access to the Western part of the territory, where its project 

site is located. 

In this context, I would emphasize that all of the involved 

international organizations, while adhering to the principles 

which guide their activities worldwide, have operated with the 

concurrence of the Indonesian Government, which we believe 

plans to continue giving major emphasis to economic and social 

development in East Timor. 

I hope that this information will be of value to you and 
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your colleagues. If the Department can be of any additional 

help to you on this matter, please do not hesitate to contact 

me. 

Sincerely, 

W. Tapley Bennett, Jr. 

Assistant Secretary 

Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs 

--CONFIDE&''J.11~ 
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Dear Mr. 

I appreciate your letter of December 15, in which you and a 

number of House colleagues express concern about the situation 

in East 'I'imor. 

I share your regret at the resumption of fighting in East 

Timor. My Administration will continue to do what it can to 

help improve the lot of the people of that troubled territory. 

I have asked the State Department to provide you a fuller 

response to your letter, but I did want to assure you 

personally that I will continue to make East Timor an element 

in our overall diplomatic dialogue with the Indonesian 

Government. 

Sincerely, 

CONFIDENTIAL. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

REFERRAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR . STATE SECRETARIAT 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 

KEYWORDS : EAST TIMOR 

co 

TO : PRESIDENT 

SOURCE . LOWRY, MIKE 

DATE : 15 DEC 83 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

PORTUGAL 

ID 8309241 

DATE : 22 DEC 83 

8339272 

SUBJ~ LTR TO PRES FM REP LOWRY & COLLEAGUES RE HUMAN RIGHTS FORMER 

REQUIRED ACTION : DIRECT REPLY FURNISH INFO COPY 

DUEDATE : 

COMMENTS . 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT : 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 20, 1983 

BOB KIMMITT 

CHARLIE PONTICELLI cffef 
Inquiry from 105 Members of Congress 
re : Human Rights Violations in 
East Timor 

Attached is a letter which we just received from 105 Members 
of Congress expressing their grave concern regarding "massive 
violations of human rights and widespread human suffering" in 
East Timor. In particular, they are concerned over the fact 
that the international committee of the Red Cross has been 
denied unrestricted access to East Timar. The Members urge 
that the East Timor situation be given priority on the 
President's foreign policy agenda. Because of the number of 
cosigners involved, I would appreciate your help in providing 
a prompt direct response to this letter on behalf of the 
President. 

Please copy us on your response. 

Thanks. 



The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

<!Congress of tbc Wntttb tstates 
J,ouse of ~epresentatibes 

•~bfngtou, I).€. 20515 

December 15, 1983 

20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

We are disturbed over the intensifying tragedy in the largely 
Roman Catholic territory of East Timor, the former Portuguese 
colony invaded by Indonesia in late 1975. Like Afghanistan, East 
Timor is the scene of massive violations of human rights and wide
spread human suffering. Although your scheduled November visit 
to Indonesia has been postponed, we believe it is crucial that the 
Timor tragedy be accorded serious attention in diplomatic contacts 
between the United States and the Indonesian leadership in the 
weeks and months ahead. 

Let us state at the outset that we are keenly aware of the 
strategic importance of Indonesia and the need for continued good 
relations between our two nations. Nevertheless, we are sending 
this letter against the background of a widely-reported major 
Indonesian military offensive against Timorese resistance that may 
have devastating consequences for the entire population of East 
Timor. The Timorese have barely recovered from the disastrous 
famine of 1978-1980 and the military offensive of 1981, which 
caused a reported 2,000 deaths--partially attributable to a forced 
march of tens of thousands of Timorese villagers. 

In August of this year, Indonesian Armed Forces Commander 
General Benny Murdani stated that there would be "no mercy" for 
those in East Timor who continue to actively resist Indonesian rule. 
The latest offensive comes at a time when the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has been denied unrestricted access 
to East Timor. This is especially distressing in view of ICRC's 
traditional role as protector of populations beset by war. In the 
case of East Timor, ICRC has provided the only meaningful neutral 
observers. 

Your Administration deserves to be commended for its generous 
financial contributions to ICRC's worldwide programs, greater than 
those of previous Administrations. In view of your Administration's 
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strong support of ICRC, we believe that you will be concerned over 
ICRC's absence from East Timor during a period when its presence 
is of critical importance. We hope you will agree that ICRC should 
have immediate access to all areas of East Timor in order to con
duct unencumbered surveys of the food and medical situations; to 
visit all prisons in the territory under ICRC's guidelines which 
call for private meetings with detainees; to provide general 
protection to the population in ways that ICRC seems appropriate; 
and both to continue and to expand its efforts in the area of 
family reunification. On this last point, we commend the Indo
nesians for the measurable progress that has been made in 1983. 
However, a number of individuals who have been waiting for years to 
leave East Timor continue to need special assistance. 

The absence of ICRC becomes even more disquieting in light of 
a September report by Amnesty International which stated that the 
Indonesian military has systematically tortured and summarily exe
cuted many prisoners in East Timor since 1975. The report noted 
that a secret military manual even provides torture instructions 
for the Indonesian Army. In addition, a report received through 
church sources in September described a recent massacre of 200 East 
Timorese villagers by Indonesian troops. It should be recalled 
that these developments are occurring in a territory where, by most 
credible accounts, more than 100,000 people had perished by 1980 
from the combined effects of the Indonesian invasion. 

Taken as a whole, these recent developments are particularly 
tragic in view of the Indonesian-initiated negotiations and cease
fire with the Timorese independence movement, Fretilin, that took 
place only a few months ago. We believe that only through a re
sumption of such negotiations can there be a lasting, equitable 
settlement of this conflict. We think that it is in the long-term 
international interests of Indonesia to pursue such a settlement, 
and we urge you to advocate this course of action. During the 
past year, two of our allies with a longstanding interest in East 
Timor, Portugal and Australia, have expressed their concern about 
developments in the territory and have indicated their willingness 
to participate in initiatives concerning the well-being of the 
Timorese people. We hope you will work with Portugal and Australia 
to develop creative policies to address the underlying causes of 
the ongoing human suffering in East Timor. 

We realize that there are many other important matters in the 
U. S.-Indonesian relations. However, it is our sense that the 
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fate of East Timor is at a critical juncture . We respectfully 
urge you to add the suffering of the people of East Timar to 
America's foreign policy agenda. Constructive diplomacy could pre
vent further bloodshed and misery in East Timor. 

ain,M.C. 

Morris K. Ud\11, M.C. 

Sincerely , 

/ 
I 

Benjamin A. Gilman, M.C. 

GJ/LbR(?-, 
Bill Green, M.C. 

... 

~ ~. 
Hamilton Fish,W.: M.C. 

~~ dl~z_, 
C]audine Schneider, M.C. 

k Horton, M.C. 
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Robert A. Roe, M.C. 

Lane Evans, M.C. 
r"'... I . 

John Edward Porter, M.C. 

ii t~ 
Gar~ . Ackerman, M.C. 

David E.rBonior, M.C. 

Parren J. Mitchell, M.C. 

Beilenson, M.C. 

William Lehman, M.C. 

Robert T. Matsui, M.C. 

~? 
Don Edwards, M.C. 

Bruce A. Morrison, M.C. 
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I l / f / 
./ ... ~ .... 

~~ (JJ.t,., _ _ 
Doug ~ ren, M.c) 

Berkleyedell, M.C. 

~ ~ ~..-.----...... 

•illR.ichardson, M.C. 

Paul Simon, M.C. -

Tony Co ~lho, M.C. 

"JM,~tlhii;( 
J ~ Patterson, M.C. 
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s~Obrstar, M.C. 

, . 
_,, / ~.-...1111 .. .,. ..... ~1r:-----· 

, III, M.C. 

Stephen L. Neal, M.C. 

/4 l1 ; 
IU --# u /~ 

Mel Levine, M.C. 

Matthew G. Martinez, M.C. 
_.....,.-; 

(-::_.,/ 

war/. Mark: M.C. 

M. 
Shannon 

Rodino, Jr., M.C. 

Walter E. Fauntroy, M.C. \ 

Sander M. Levin, M.C. 

• Richard H. Lehman, M.C. 
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M. Foglie 

12H ~tt-
:iobert Garcia, M.C. -
~ Unt; 
Tom Lantos, M.C. 

Martin Olav Sabo, M.C. 

Ron Wy'fkn, M.C. 

~M.C. 

L .d)~~ -
Jr., M.C . 

.---11111111 
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4~D::r~ 

Nicholas Mavroules, M.C. 

Dennis M. Hertel, M.C. 

Dale E. Kildee, M. C. 

Sala Burton, M.C. 
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