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Dear Ilmars: 

Thank you for your letter of November 17 to President 
Reagan, which you presented on your visit to my office 
the following day . 

Because you raised a series of issues, I have forwarded 
the letter to the staff of the National Security Council 
for their review and attention. I am confident that your 
con cerns will receive serious consideration and, if deemed 
necessary, that they will reply directly to you. 

Please be assured, however, that this Administration remains 
firmly committed to a policy of non-recognition of the Soviet 
incorporation of the Baltic States and the condemning of hun1an 
rights violations whenever they may occur. 

X 
Mr. Ilmars Bergmani s 
Chairman 

Sincerely, 

Jack Burgess 
Special Assistant 

to the President 

United Latvian Associations of Chicago 
2149 Westview Drive 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60018 

/ cc with copy of incoming: NSC 
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Honorable Ronald 
President of the 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 

UNITED LATVIAN ASSOCIATIONS OF CHICAGO 
CIKAGAS LATVIESU ORGANIZACIJU APVIENIBA 

November 17, 1981 

W. Reagan, 
United States of America 

20500 

Dear Mr . President : 

The observance of Latvian Independence Day this November 18, 1981 
marks the 63rd anniversary of the founding of the democratic Latvian 
Republic. It is also the 31st year that the Latvian Republic has been 
forcibly occupied and ruled by the Soviet Union. 

Like its neighbors, Estonia and Lithuania, Latvia emerged from 
centuries of foreign domination following the chaos of World War I 
and the Russian Revolution. For the first time in its history , on 
No ve mber 18, 1918, Latvia was declared a free and sovereign nation . 
An active participant in t h e world community, Latvia made major ad­
vances in industry, agriculture, commerce and education during its 
years of independence. 

However, the secret 1939 Molotov-Ribentrop Pact , between Stalin 
and Hitler, effectively ended that independence. Within a year, Soviet 
tanks rolled in to enforce that pact and Latvia's 22 years of inde­
pendence. 

As the result of national resistance to Soviet occupation, the 
Soviet annexation of 1940 not only terminated independence, but also 
led to massive deportations and executions. National political, 
religious and business leaders , as well as e n tire families, including 
pregnant women and children, were sent to exile a nd death in Siberian 
labor camps . 

Subsequently, t he Latvian l a nguage has been replaced with Russian, 
all national cultural activities h ave been strictly limited , the 
religious freedom has been severely curtailed. In addition , a huge 
postwar influx of Russian s has added to the Soviet plan of total 
Russianization of the nations. These and other activities on the 
part of the Soviet regime conti nue to threaten the very survival of 
Latvians as a distinct peopl e. 

The United States, as well as most other free Western nations , 
have never accorded diplomatic recognition to the Soviet annexation 
of Latvia. Every President, from Roosevelt to Reagan, has emphasized 
the right of Latvia to restituted sovereignty. Recently, the creation 
of the Congressional Ad Hoc Committee of the Baltic States and Ukraine 
further demonstrates this concern on the part of the American people. 
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This November 18th, Latvians in Europe, Australia, New Zealand 
and North and South America will pause to reflect on this bitter­
sweet day in Latvian history. 

In Soviet-occupied Latvia, however, the streets and auditoriums 
will be silent, and the Soviet Secret Police will be more vigilant 
than ever. For the Russians understand all too well the importance 
of this day, and make special effort to stifle any public displays 
of Latvian patriotism. But you can be assured that families through­
out Latvia will silently observe their nation's birthday - and will 
dream of the day when it will rise again from the ashes of Russian 
occupation. 

There are over 100,000 Latvian-Americans living in the United 
States. They have a deep respect for the tradition of freedom their 
adopted country represents. While human rights for all mankind is 
very dear to them, they feel particularly concerned that the plight 
of their nation, culture and language not go ignored by the free 
world. 

Because we believe that life, liberty and the pursuit of happi­
ness are rights of all men and women ... and because these rights conti­
nue to be brutally abused in the Soviet-occupied Baltic States ... we 
also ask that additional, concrete steps be taken in presenting and 
resolving the issue of self-determination for Latvia, Lithuania and 
Estonia. 

To this end, we urge the Government of the United States to use 
all means possible to ensure that: 

1. The United States publicly reaffirm its policy of non­
recognition regarding the Soviet-occupied Baltic States 
whenever possible or appropriate. 

2. The U.S. State Department formally pursue the matter of 
documented crimes against humanity committed by the leader­
ship of the Soviet .Union in the Baltic States. 

3. The United States demand at international forums (United 
Nations Security Council or General Assembly) and in bi­
lateral talks with the Soviet Union the issue of self­
determination for the Baltic States. 

4. Positive and effective action from the Genocide Commission 
of the United Nations to deal with flagrant and continuing 
Soviet violations of U.N. principles. 

5. The full and true story of Soviet atorcities in the Baltic 
States - both past and pre - be told. 

Ilmars Ber anis, Chairman 
UNITED LATVIAN ASSOCIATIONS OF CHICAGO 

2149 Westview Drive 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60018 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 6, 1981 

Olgerts R. Pavlovskis, Ph.D. 
Vice President 
American Latvian Association 

in the United States, Inc. 
Post Office Box · 432 
Rockville , MD 20850 

Dear Dr. Pavlovskis: 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter of October 21 to Elizabeth Dole. 

Please be advised that your recommendations 
concerning the establishment of an Interna­
tional Commission t o inves t igate Soviet crimes 
in Latvia an a referendum in Soviet-occueied 
Latvia. ave been forwarded to the appropriate 
staff of the National Security Council and 
the Department of State for their review. 
I am confident they will receive all due 
consideration. 

, In behalf of Mrs. Dole, I thank you for 
writing. 

Sincerely, 

ack Burgess 
Special Assistant 

to the President 

cc w/copy of incoming: @ DOS 
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AMERIKAS LATVIESU APVIENIBA 

American Latvian Association in the United States, Inc. 

400 HURLEY AVENUE 

P. 0. BOX 432, ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 20850 
TEL. : (301) 340-1914 

October 21, 1981 

Mrs. Elizabeth Dole 
Assistant to the President for 
Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D.C., 20500 

Dear Mrs. Dole, 

We are forwarding a translated copy of a petition addressed to 
the sign_atory states of the Conference on Security and C.ooperation in 
Europe by two underground organizations in Soviet-occupi~d Latvia. 
The signers of this petition request that the Madrid CSCE review 
meeting 

1. establish an International Commission to investigate 
Soviet crimes against Latvian people; and 

2. initiate a referendum in Soviet occupied Latvia 
under international supervision 

The American Latvian Association i'n the United States,Inc,, 
strongly urges you on Behalf of the petitioners and Latvians in the 
United States and elsewhere to act favorably on this request. 

ovs lS, Ph.D . 
. ent 



. ,ALO FEDERATION 
: FREE LATVIANS 
~ 

I.MBRICAN UTYI.AN ASSOCIATION 
utTYIAN PBDERATION OP .AUSI'R.ALJA AND NEIV ' ZJUC.ANO 
EUR.OPI!AN COMMIITBB POR UTYUN PRBBDOM 
LATVIAN NATIONAL PEDBlUTION IN CANADA 
UTIN "AMBRICAN LATVIAN ASSOCIATION 

Translation from Latvian 

TO THE EUROPEAN CONFERENCE IN MADRID 

· LATVIAN INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENI' 

LATVIAN DEMOCRATIC YOUTH COMMITTEE 

PETITION 

Express ing the unanimous and firm intentions of the Latvian people, 
we urge the delegates of all 35 nations to donate their valuable time and 
turn all of their attention to the tragic situation which exists in Latvia 
today. · 

The Baltic nations are the only dark spot on the map of Europe, the 
only nations, which after World War II still remain under the yoke of 
foreign occupation. It would be unbelievably painful and unfair, if during 
this European peace forum ti me could not be found to discuss the past, 
present, and future of our long-suffering peoples. 

The past 40 years under Soviet occupation has cost our nations 
approximately 500,000 lives!! To avert further bloodshed, we urge you to 
immediately establish an INTERNATIO L CO 1ISSION, which in great detail . 
would get acquainted with the conditions existing in 1940 when in .the Baltic 
States simultaneously legally es tablished gover ents were overthrown by 

invading Soviet armed forces and our countries were incorporated into the 
Soviet Union. 

We have at our disposal many _convincing documents (the contents of 
which are no secret to anyone), which clearly show that the aforementioned 
events constitute a brutal and odious occupation of the Baltic States. The 
only course which we can take to further prevent the tragic consequences 
of the Soviet government's regime is a NATIONAL REFERENDUM urider international 

P. 0 . BOX 16, 400 HURLEY AVENUE, ROCKVILLE, MD. 20850 U.S.A Tel 301 /~.W.191,. 
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~; suPQrvision. The main purpose of the International Commission would be to point 

out the necessity for such. a referendum and to bring it to a conclusion. 
\ 

Particular emphasis should be put on Moscow's all encompassing goal: the 
Russification of the Latvian people. Throughout the republic many massive indus­
trial complexes are being rapidly constructed along with many housing facilities 
for the workers. The bulk of the building is being completed by military units 
and labor camp inmates. Every year, tens of thousands of Russians move permanent­
ly into these newly constructed living quarters. The chief language in Latvia is 
now Russian - and Soviet Latvia's government's leader A. Voss does not speak the 
Latvian language. Most leading positions in all facets of life are filled by Russi­
ans. The people have been refused fundamental human rights and political freedoms. 

Russification is not the road to peace and well-being of the oppressed Lat­
vians, but a national, social and moral disaster. 

As you read our petition you can feel safe and secure. However again~t us, ' 
the publication of this docu ent will bring about an extensive, repressive cam­
paign by the KGB. Years spent in prison, psychiatric hospitalization .•• and there­
fore, we ask your total support in this life and death situation: DO WE HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO EXIST? :May th~ Latvia~ Independence Movement and the Democratic Youth 
Committee continue its struggle and work? Are our endeavors towards freedom for 
our nation a crime? Or are they our right? 

MADRID, THE ENTIRE LATVI TIO IS I ·PATIE TLY AWAITING YOUR ANSWER! 
The Latvian people have co plete confidence in the Latvian-emigrant repre­

sentatives. Only they and no one else may represent our interests at the European 
peace conference. 

We believe that the task ahead of you will essentially contribute to our 
small nation's struggle for independence and freedom! 

During these days we will be with you - delegates, freedom fighters and pa­
triots. We wish you courage, unity and success! 

Riga, September 1980 
FREE BALTIC STATES IN A FREE EUROPE! 

(SEAL) 

LATVIAN INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT 

LATVIAN DEMOCRATIC YOUTH COMMITTEE 

----
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TO ALLEN 

KEYWORffi: CSCE 

FRa-1. BURGESS, J 

PAVLOVSKIS, OLGERTS 

USSR 

21 OCT 81 

SUBJECT: AMERICAN IATVIAN ASSOCIATION IN US RECCMS ESTABLISHMENT OF INTL 

INTL CC11MISSION TO INVESTIGATE SOVIET CRIMES IN IATVIA 

ACTION: ANY ACTION NECESSARY 

CC11MENTS 

REF# 

FOR ACTION 
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ACTION OFFICER (S) 
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DISPATCH 

LOG 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

o 71.11/'l­
'-f yoo 

Washington, O.C. 20520 

April 8, 1982 

X. 

C CJ o ~~­
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--o r 
X Mr. Olgerts Pavlovskis, President 

World Federation of Free Latvians 
P.O. Box 16 
Rockville, MD 20850 

Dear Mr. Pavlovskis: 

I have been asked by Mr. J~ck Burgess to reply to 
your mailgrarn of April 1 req~ eing information about 
the travel to Latvia by a member of the staff of the 
American- Consulate General in Leningrad. I would also 
like to use this occasion to respond to the mailgram 
that you sent me. 

J-1 U OI)-~ o 

Mr. Silins travelled to Riga in mid-February as part 
of the routine travels by members of the staff at the 
Consulate General in Leningrad to the Baltic nations. 
While in Riga, Mr. Silins met with the Deputy Chairman 
of the Riga City Executive Committee. We have no informa­
tion at this time-indicating that Mr. Silins visited the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Latvian SSR, but we 
would like to assure you that such contacts· for purely 
consular business are in full ac~ord with U.S. policy 
guidelines governing travel to the Baltic states. Calls 
on consular officials in the Baltic states are a legitimate 
responsibility of U. s. consular off ice·rs, as their purpose 
is to extend assistance and protection to American citizens. 
It is the position of the nited States Government that 
these calls do not constitute a derogation of the non­
recognition policy. 

An important element of our non-recognition policy 
is the fact that our Ambassador in oscow and Cabinet-
level officers of the U.S. Government do not visit the 
Baltic states. In actuality we extend this policy to 
officials of the U.S. Government at the Assistant Secretary 
level and above. As Deputy Principal Officer of the Consulate 
General in Leningrad, Mr. Silins is considered a lower-level 
official. 

Sincerely, 

Mildred A. Patterson 
Baltic Affairs Officer 
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FOR; · 

UNCLASSIFIED 
(Classification) 

DEPARTMENT OF ·STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMrTTAL FORM 

Mr. Wil l iam P. Clark .. 
National Security Council 
The Whi te Bouse 

~ . 
S/Sf ___ s_2_0_9_3_4_6 ___ ~---

Date APR 8 198i 

r•.,r_ \/'_' 
S/TJ'T·' I~, 

H i ,_, I '· fl -· VI• 

wU 
REFERENCE: 

TO: tvtr. Jack ·Burgess· · · · : · · · · FROM: · · Olgerts Pavlovskis -----------,------
DATE: Apr il 1 , 1982 SUBJECT: Letter from President 

of Wo.rld Fe d eration of Free Latvians 

WHITE BOUSE R.t."""FERRAL DATED: NSCI April 5, 1982 ---------

· -THE ATTACHED ITE..11 WAS SENT . DIRECTLY 
'.I'O THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE · ----

(1.f any) 

· 1'.CTION TAKEN: 

RE.!-'J.ARKS: 

A dr af t =e? y is attached. 

____ A dra f t r~?- Y will be forwarded. 

-----' 
X 

A traris l a t:on : s a ttached. 

An information· c opy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no r esponse is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

Other. 

. .... . 

UNCLASSIFIED 

{Class if icatiop) . 

L. Paul Br 
Ex,ecQtive 
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FROM BURGESS, J 

PAVLOVSKIS, OLGERTS 

ID 8202182 

RECEIVED 05 AFR 82 17 

DOCDATE 02 APR 82 

01 APR 82 

SUBJECT: MAILGRAM FROM WCRLD FEDERATION OF FREE LATVIANS RE VISIT TO BALTIC 

STATES 

ACTION: DIRECT REPLY FURNISH INFO COPY DUE: 19 AFR 82 STATUS C FILES WH 

COMMENTS 

REFJ 

FOR ACTION 

STATE 

ACTION OFFICER (S) ASSIGNED 

4/c; 

DISPATCH t c;/ff-

FOR CONCURRENCE 

NSCIFID 

ACTI OO REOOIRED DUE 

FOR INFO 

DOBRIANSKY 

STEARMAN 

( J / F ) 

COPIES TO 

(C) 

I 



ID ·8202182 

, 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

REFERRAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: STATE SECRETARIAT 

~lMENT DESCRIPTION: 

KEYWCRll:3: USSR 

TO: BURGESS, J 

SOURCE: PAVLO\ISKIS, OLGERTS 

DATE: 01 AFR 82 

SUBJ: LTR EROM PRES OF WffiLD FEDERATION OF FREE LATVIANS 

REQUIRED ACTION: DIRECT REPLY FURNISH INFO COPY 

DUEDATE: 19 AFR 82 

CCMvtENTS: 

FOR INFO DOBRIANSKY 

STAFF SECRETARY 

FOR NSC USE ONLY -------

STEARMAN 

PAGE D0l 

DATE: 05 APR 82 

8209346 
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l"HE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

DATE: f/'­

TO : ~44 /)l)t/3.l~J/¼ 

FROM: ~~ tv~ 
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~ LD FED OF FR LATVIANS 
f?O RO'X 1c 
ROCKV LLE MD 208 0 

1•0109~8S091 04/01/82 ICS IPMMTZZ CSP WHSA 
3012q54b42 MGM TDMT ETHESDA MD 9b 04•01 1038A EST 

JACK URGES 
SPECIAL A SI TANT TO TH PRE IDENT 
WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINTON DC 20500 

IT WA 8 OUGHT TO OUR ATTENTION THAT MR INT SILINS TME U,S, CONSUL 
IN LENINGRAD VISITED THE O CALLED LATVIAN SSR FOREIGN MINISTRY ON 
HIS RECENT VISIT TO RIGA, 

SINC THE U,S, DOES NOT RECOGNIZE THE ANN XATION OF THE BALTIC STATES 
BY THE SOVIET UNION W WOULD APPR CIATE RECEIVI G THE U,S, POLICY 
REGARDING UCH VISITS AS WELL AS PARTICULAR OF AID VISIT. IS THIS A 
DEPARTURE FROM U,S. POLICY OR HAVE SUCH VISITS OCCURR D BEFORE~ 
SINCER 1.Y 

LGERTS PAVLOV KIS PRESID NT WORLD F DERATIO OP FR E LATVIANS 

10: q EST 

MGMCOMP 

TO R'EPLY BY MAILGRAM, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM, PHONE WESTER UNION ANY TIME, DAY OR NIGHT: 

FOR YOUR LOCAL NUMBER, SEE THE WHITE PAGES 

OF YOUR TELEPHONE DIRECTORY 

OR 

DIAL (TOLL FREE) 800-257-2241 

(EXCEPT IN NEW JERSEY 800-632-2271) 

OR DIAL WESTERN UNION'S INFOMASTER SYSTEM DIRECTLY: 

FROM TELEX ••.•...•.•........•• 6161 FROM TWX ......•...••.. • . 910 420 1212 

..... 



ID: 186396 CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 
INCOMING CORRESPONDENCE DATE 831213 RECEIVED DATE 831229 

(PREFIX) (FIRST) (LAST) 
DR. JANIS DIMANTS 

TITLE: CHAIRMAN 

ORGANIZATION: AMERICAN LATVIAN CATHOLIC 
ASSOCIATION 

STREET: 2330 INNSBRUCK PARKWAY 

CITY: MINNEAPOLIS 
COUNTRY: 

STATE: MN ZIP: 55421 

SUBJECT: WRITES CONCERNING THE SITUATION OF THE 
LATVIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH IN OCCUPIED 
LATVIA 

AGY/OFF ACTION CODE 
~EIL - ORG 

TRACKING 
831229 

PAGE D0l 

(SUFFIX) 

JR/ /631~ 
t!J!J! 

STAFF NAME: PRESIDENT REAGAN 
COMMENTS: 

MEDIA: L OPID: LW TYPE: IBA 

CODES: INDIV: USER · 



UNCLASSIFIED 

(Classification) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM" 
s/s 

..J L.I - r r- 7 -, ::, f : ~ 1 ") 

8403328 J 

Date February 7 ]984 
(' 

For: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane 
National Security Council 
The White House 

Reference: 

To: The President From: Dr. Janis Dimants. Jr, 

Subject: plights of Latvian Date: 1 2/13/ 83 

Catholics, especially Bishop Kazimirs Dulbinskis 

WH Referral Dated: ··2/2/84 ~SC ID# 186396 
---------- (if any) 

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State. 

Action Taken: 

xx 

Remarks: 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is_ attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to the 
proposed travel. 

Other. 

~ .r_ Charles Hill 
-,Jecutive Secretary 

UNCLASSIFIED 
(Classification) 



Doctor Janis Dirnants, Jr. 
Chairman 
American Latvian Catholic Association 
2330 Innsbruck Parkway 
Minneapolis, MN 55421 

Dear Doctor Dimants: 

.. 

This is in response to your recent letter to President Reagan 
concerning the plight of Latvian Catholics, especially Bishop 
Kazimirs Dulbinskis, who has been denied the right to perform his 
pastoral duties by the Soviet authorities. We deplore the harsh 
treatment of religious believers by the Soviet regime and attempt 
to fol low such c ases as closely as possible. The repression of 
Bishop Dulbinskis marks him as a true victim of the crackdown on 
religious dissent in the Soviet Union. 

We take advantage of every appropriate opportunity to call for 
an end to Soviet persecution of religious believers and to bring 
such abuses of human rights to international attention. These 
matters are raised frequently by our delegations at the UN Human 
Rights Commission and other international conferences. In private 
diplomatic exchanges we have made clear to the Soviets that their 
violations of human rights constitute a major obstacle to improved 
u.s.-soviet relations. 

Unfortunately, the Soviet Government has not been responsive 
to our efforts, or to thooe of other concerned governments or human 
rights organizations. Despite their nominal assent to numerous 
international agre ements guaranteeing religious freedom, the Soviets 
persist in maintain i ng that t h e incarceration or mistreatment of 
religious leaders and dissiden ts is exclusively an internal policy 
matter. While our condennat ion of such arbitrary and inhumane 
behavior is well known to Soviet officials, our ability to alter 
the situation is very limited. 

We appreciate your interest in the plight of Bishop Dulbinsk i s . 
Please be assured that we will take every appropriate opportunity 
to express our concern over the restrictions imposed on Bishop 
Dulbinskis and other Latvian Catholics by the Soviet authorities. 

Sincerely, 

Raymond F. Smith 
Officer-in-Charge 
Bilateral Relations 
Office of Soviet Union Affairs 
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T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

186396 

LETTER, DATED DECEMBER 13, 1983 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

DR. JANIS DIMANTS JR. 
CHAIRMAN 
AMERICAN LATVIAN CATHOLIC 
ASSOCIATION 
2330 INNSBRUCK PARKWAY 
MINNEAPOLIS MN 55421 

0 F F I C E 

FEBRUARY 2, 1984 

SUBJECT: WRITES CONCERNING THE SITUATION OF THE 
LATVIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH IN OCCUPIED 
LATVIA 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

■ 
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~ ;; O,mao<s, 1, , M ,D 
Priekssedis 
2330 Innsbruck Parkway 
Minneapolis, M 55421 
(6 12) 574-9110 

Vaclavs Kancans 
Prieksseza vietnieks 
1792 3rd Street 
White Bear Lake, M 55110 
(612) 429-25 17 

Vilhelmine Va nags 
Sekretare 
1260 Junct ion Avenue 
St. Paul , MN 55109 
(612) 483-2425 

Zinaida Stupans 
Kasiere 
2203 Cedar Avenue 
White Bear Lake, M 55110 
(612) 426-3008 

Anna Motiv~ns 
KD/turas da/as vaditaja 
1246 Cliffwood Lane 
La Crosse, WI 54601 
(608) 788-3312 

Albina Bestere 
Sabiedriskas da/as vaditaja 
2441 Aglen Street 
St. Paul , MN 55113 
(6 12) 483-5 708 

Jan is Sukans 
Speciali uzdevumi 
1431 Arundel S1. 
St. PJul. MN 55117 
(612) 488-0450 

Irena Lobza 
Jaunatnes da/as vadita ja 
871 Laurel Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55104 
(6 12) 227-2958 

Pr. Antons Justs 
Kapellans 
10522 Brevity Drive 
Great Fall s, VA 22066 
(703) 759-4350 

V -

AMERIKAS LATVIESU KATO~U APVIENIBA 
American Latvian Catholic Association 

2330 Innsbruck Parkway 
Minneapolis, MN 55421 

December 13, 1983 

Ibnald Reagan 
President of the lhi ted states of .America 
Win te Ibuse 
Washington, n. c. 20004 

Jear Mr . President: 

The 15th .American Iatvian Catrolic Congress meeting in Wandawega, 
-fi.scxmsin on September 3 un 4, 1983, has revie ~,examined and discussed 
trn preserrt situation of the Latvian Catholic Church in occupied Latvia. 

.fe, the latvian Cath9lics in U. S. A., take this opportunity to 
point out to the following facts that have occurred in the occupied 
Iatvia: 

a/ en trough the Soviet Union declares officially freedom of 
religion and has accepted the first Iatvian Caroinal Julijans 
Vaivods, mwever, it cont:inl.es the sup_pression of religious 
freedom in Latvia and for the last 35 years Bishop Kazimirs 

binskis bas been denied the perf ornance of his duties as a 
bismp . 

b/ Iecently t..o Latvian Gatmlic priests - Rev . A. Turlais and 
Iev. • - ilvinskis have been found muroered under nwsterious 
circumstances in Latvia . 

c/ The free cmice ani type of applicants have been curtailed 
in the Seminary of RI.ga . 

d/ The religious instruction has been denied to the childeren and 
young people. 

e/ People who are performing their religious duties are being 
persecuted by the Soviet authori ti.es. 

The .Airerican l.atvian Catmlic Congress is asking you to help in 
securing all and full rights fo:r: Bishop Kazi.mirs _Qtq,binskis to per.form 
his pastoral. and episcopal duties in full and the restoration of human 
rights a:rxl religious freedoms to all Latvian Catholics in Soviet 
occupied Latvia . 

Janis Dirnants, 
Chairrra.n 
American Latvian Catholic Assoc. 



s 



Document No. 2.ttJ e2 tJ ~ .:l,.55 

l~.s, ~£JK 
.L.c-

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 2/8/84 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: ------

SUBJECT: 
S. CON . RES. 80 • 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ McFARLANE 

MEESE □ □ McMANUS 

BAKER □ □ MURPHY 

DEAVER □ □ OGLESBY 

STOCKMAN □ □ ROGERS 

DARMAN DP oss SPEAKES 

FELDSTEIN □ □ SVAHN 

FIELDING □ □ VERSTANDIG 

FULLER □ □ WHITTLESEY 

HERRINGTON □ □ 
HICKEY □ □ 

JENKINS □ □ 

REMARKS: 

For appropri a t e ac tion . 

6:i ~ k:$~ 
RESPONSE: 

AC✓~ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 

Ext. 2702 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 8, 1984 

DID<: 

The attached copy of S.Con.Res.80 
expresses the "sense of the Congress" 
with respect to the Baltic States 
and does not require Presidential 
action. The enrolled copy of the 
resolution will remain in our office. 

(yf»l, ~ _._ ~--
RON GEIS~ ....... 
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S. Con. Res. 80 A eed to Februar 7, 1984 

,Rintt~,fighth ~ongrtss of tht tinittd ~tatts of 9mttica 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the twenty-third day of January, 
one thousand nine hundred and eighty1our 

~oncurrmt Rt.solution 
Whereas the United States, since its inception, has been committed 

to the principle of self-determination; 
Whereas the United States has adhered to the principles of the 

Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, and other relevant instruments relating to human 
rights; 

Whereas the United States has supported the Declaration of Grant­
ing of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, adopted by 
the United Nations General Assembly in Resolution 1514 (XV) of 
December 14, 1960, and has taken note of the resolution on the 
question of the Baltic States, adopted by the European Parliament 
in its session on January 13, 1983, in Strasbourg, France; 

Whereas the three Baltic republics, Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, 
did not become member republics of the Soviet Union voluntarily, 
but rather were occupied militarily and subsequently incorpo­
rated by force into the Soviet Union and have since been governed 
by governments approved by, and subservient to, the Government 
of the Soviet Union; and 

Whereas the United States has consistently refused to recognize the 
unlawful Soviet occupation of the Baltic States and has continued 
to maintain diplomatic relations with representatives of the inde­
pendent republics of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania: Now, there­
fore, be it 
Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), 

That it is the sense of the Congress that-
(1) the United States, as a member of the United Nations, 

should fulfill its obligations, on the basis of the appropriate 
international instruments, to promote and encourage respect 
for human rights and fundamental freedoms in Estonia, Latvia, 
and Lithuania; 

(2) the President, acting through the Secretary of State and 
the Permanent Representative of the United States to the 
United Nations, should take all necessary steps to bring the 
question of self-determination of the Baltic States before all 
appropriate forums of the United Nations, especially before the 
next session of the United Nations Human Rights Commission 
as a priority topic under agenda item 9 entitled "The Rights of 
Peoples to Self-Determination and its Application to Peoples 
Under Colonial or Alien Domination" and to discuss specifically 
in those forums-

(AXi) the continued reports of widespread violations of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms in Estonia, 
Latvia, and Lithuania, including the freedom of expression, 
the freedom to worship according to the dictates of one's 
own conscience, the freedom to celebrate one's cultural 
heritage, and the freedom to choose one's place of residence; 
and 

(COPY) 
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(ii) the persecution of persons seeking to exercise such 
rights; 

(B) the United States most profound concern that the 
people of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania be granted the 
right to self-determination, to choose their own form of 
government, their own economic, political, and social 
system without any outside intervention, subversion, coer­
cion, or constraint of any kind; and 
· (C) a political resolution of the situation in :Estonia, 

Latvia, and Lithuania on the basis of-
(i) the withdrawal of Soviet troops from these states, 
(ii) respect for the independence, sovereignty, and 

territorial integrity of :Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, 
and 

(iii) strict observance of the principle of noninterven­
tion by one sovereign state in the internal and external 
affairs of another sovereign state. 

SEC. 2. The Secretary of the Senate shall transmit a copy of this 
concurrent resolution to the President. 

Attest: 

Mi~ 
Secretary o 

Attest: 

• (COPY) 
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SUBJECT: 
S. CON . RES. 80 • 

ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ □ McFARLA 

MEESE □ □ McMANUS 

BAKER □ □ MURPHY 

DEAVER □ □ OGLESBY 

STOCKMAN □ □ ROGERS 

CARMAN O P oss SPEAKES 

FELDSTEIN □ □ SVAHN 

FIELDING □ □ VERSTANDIG 

FULLER □ □ WHITTLESEY 

HERRINGTON □ □ 
HICKEY □ □ 
JENKINS □ □ 

REMARKS: 

For appr opri ate ac tio n . 

RESPONSE : 

□ 
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□ 

□ 
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□ 

Richard G. Darman . 
Assistant to the President 

Ext. 2702 

YI 
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□ 
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□ 
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S. Con. Res. 80 7, 1984 

.RinfQ!,ti_ghth ~on_grt.s.s of tht 1tlnittd ~tatt.s of £lmtrica 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Bepn and held at the City of 1Ftuhif161on on Monday, the tUH!nty,third day of January, 
one tho,-,nd nine hundred ond ei6hty -four 

Q:onrormtt 'Rtsolntion 
Whereas the United States, since its inception, has been committed 

to the principle of self-determination; 
Whereas the United States has adhered to the principles of the 

Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, and other relevant instruments relating to human 
rights; 

Whereas the United States has supported the Declaration of Grant• 
ing of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, adopted by 
the United Nations General Assembly in Resolution 1514 (XV) of 
December 14, 1960, and has taken note of the resolution on the 
quE'Stion of the Baltic States, adopted by the European Parliament 
in its session on January 13, 1983, in Strasbourg, France; 

Whereas the three Baltic republics, Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, 
did not become member republics of the Soviet Union voluntarily, 
but rather were occupied militarily and subsequently incorpo­
rated by force into the Soviet Union and have since been governed 
by governments approved by, and subservient to, the Government 
of the Soviet Union; and 

Whereas the United States has consistently refused to recognize the 
unlawful Soviet occupation of the Baltic States and has continued 
to maintain diplomatic relations with representatives of the inde­
pendent republics of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania: Now, there­
fore, be it 
Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), 

· That it is the sense of the Congress that-
(1) the United States, as a member of the United Nations, 

should fulfill its obligations, on the basis of the appropriate 
international instruments, to promote and encourage respect 
for human rig_hts and fundamental freedoms in Estonia, Latvia, 
and Lithuania; 

(2) the President, acting through the Secretary of State and 
the Permanent Representative of the United States to the 
United Nations, should take all necessary steps to bring the 
question of self-determination of the Baltic States before all 
appropriate forums of the United Nations, especially before the 
next session of the United Nations Human Rights Commission 
as a priority topic under agenda item 9 entitled "The Rights of 
Peoples to Self-Determination and its Application to Peoples 
Under Colonial or Alien Domination" and to discl188 specifically 
in those forums-

(AXi) the continued reports of widespread violations of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms in Estonia, 
Latvia, and Lithuania, including the freedom of expression, 
the freedom to worship according to the dictates of one's 
own conscience, the freedom to celebrate one's cultural 
heritage, and the freedom to choose one's place of residence; 
and 

(COPY) 
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(ii) the peraecution or persona seeking to uerciae 1uch 
righte; 

(Bl the United Stai. moat profound concern that the 
people of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania be granted the 
right to self-determination, to ch00111 their own form of 
government, their own economic, political, and social 
eyetem without any outeide intervention, subvenion, coer­
cion, or constraint of any kind; and 

(Cl a political resolution of the eituation in Estonia, 
Latvia, and Lithuania on the baeis of-

(i) the withdrawal of Soviet troope from these states, 
(ii) respect for tha independence, sovereignty, and 

territorial integrity of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, 
and 

(iii) strict obeervance of the principle of noninterven• 
tion by one sovereign etate in the internal and external 
affairs of another sovereign state. 

Sa:. 2. The Secretary of the Senate shall transmit a copy of this 
conCWTeJ1t resolution to the Preeident. 

Atteet: 

Attest: 

· (COPY) 

■ 
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• S. Con. Res. 80 A eed to Fehr 7, 1984 

Rinttg,£i11hth cton11rtss of tht <llnittd i,tatts of 9mtrica 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Besun and held at the Clty of Waahinston on Monday, the twenty-third day of January, 
one thoU11and nine hundred and eishty1our 

~oncnrrtnt 'Rt.Solution 
Whereas the United States, since its inception, has been committed 

to the principle of self ~etermination; . 
Whereas the United States has adhered to the principles of the 

Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, and other relevant instruments relating to human 
rights; · 

Whereas the United States has supported the Declaration of Grant­
ing of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, adopted by 
the United Nations General Assembly in Resolution 1514 (XV) of 
December 14, 1960, and has taken note of the resolution on the 
question of the Baltic States, adopted by the European Parliament 
in its session on January 13, 1983, in Strasbourg, France; 

Whereas the three Baltic republics, Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, 
did not become member republics of the Soviet Union voluntarily, 
but rather were occupied militarily and subsequently incorpo­
rated by force into the Soviet Union and have since been governed 
by governments approved by, and subservient to, the Government 
of the Soviet Union; and 

Whereas the United States has consistently refused to recognize the 
unlawful Soviet occupation of the Baltic States and has continued 
to maintain diplomatic relations with representatives of the inde­
pendent republics of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania: Now, there­
fore, be it 
Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), 

That it is the sense of the Congress that-
(1) the United States, as a member of the United Nations, 

should fulfill its obligations, on the basis of the appropriate 
international instruments, to promote and encourage respect 
for human rights and fundamental freedoms in Estonia, Latvia, 
and Lithuania; 

(2) the President, acting through the Secretary of State and 
the Permanent Representative of the United States to the 
United Nations, should take all necessary steps to bring the 
question of self-determination of the Baltic States before all 
appropriate forums of the United Nations, especially before the 
next session of the United Nations Human Rights Commission 
as a priority topic under agenda item 9 entitled "The Rights of 
Peoples to Self-Determination and its Application to Peoples 
Under Colonial or Alien Domination" and to discuss specifically 
in those forums-

(A)(i) the continued reports of widespread violations of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms in Estonia, 
Latvia, and Lithuania, including the freedom of expression, 
the freedom to worship according to the dictates of one's 
own conscience, the freedom to celebrate one's cultural 
heritage, and the freedom to choose one's place of residence; 
and . 

(COPY) 
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(ii) the persecution of persons seeking to exercise such 
rights; 

(B) the United States most profound concern that the 
people of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania be granted the 
right to self-determination, to ch0088 their own form of 
government, their own economic, political, and social 
system without any outside intervention, subversion, coer­
cion, or constraint of any kind; and 

(C) a political resolution of the situation in Estonia, 
Latvia, and Lithuania on the basis of-

(i) the withdrawal of Soviet troops from these states, 
(ii) respect for the independence, sovereignty, and 

territorial integrity of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, 
and 

(iii) strict observance of the principle of noninterven­
tion by one sovereign state in the internal and external 
affairs of another sovereign state. 

SEC. 2. The Secretary of the Senate shall transmit a copy of this 
concurrent resolution to the President. 

Attest: 

Ml~ 
Secretary o 

Attest: 

• (COPY) 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

January 6, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR RONALD K. PETERSON 
Assistant Director for 
Legi slative Reference 

SUBJECT: 

Office of Management and Budget 

State Draft Report on H. Con. Res. 209 -­
Demonstrations in Latvia 

c 

~~ .i-J?.3'~ 
Cc 0 %2;-

9550 

r6""#c~ -/ / 
~~cc,6 -/2 

While the NSC has no objection to the general points made by the 
State report, we believe it needs to be revised to make the 
specific point that the U.S. does not recognize the incorporation 
of Latvia (and the other Baltic States) into the Soviet Union. 
As the report now stands, it could be assumed from its wording, 
especially in the first two paragraphs, that we do recognize that 
incorporation. The report should include a statement of current 
U.S. policy vis-a-vis the status of Latvia. 

?t,,w{ (Jfirm~ 
Paul Schott Stevens 
Executive Secretary 



, EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON. D.C. IDIOI 

1Rcernber 28, 1987 

LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM 

TO: Legislative Liaison Officer -

National Security council 

9550 

SUBJECT: state draft rep:>rt on H.Cbn.Res. 209, regarding derronstrations 
in r.atjvia a::ame:corating I.at!vian Independence Day. 

The Office of Management and Budget requests .the views of your 
agency on the above subject before advising on its relationship 
to the program of the President, in accordance with 0MB Circular 
A-19. 

A response to this request for your views is needed no later than 
WEINE.SDP.Y, JANUARY 20, 1988. 

Questions should be referred to 8U! 'l'BAU/ANNETTZ a00NEY 
(395-7300), · the legislative analyst in this office. 

Enclosures 

cc: B. Sasser 

~K~ 
RONALD K. PETERSON FOR 
Assistant Director for 
Legislative Reference 
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Dear Mr. C~airrr.an: 

I am writing in res~onse to yo ur letter to the Secretary 
concerning H. Co n . ~es . 209 expressing the sense of the Congress 
wi th respect to de~on strations in Latvia commemorating Latvian 
Independe~ce Da y . 

The Depart .ent of State is committed to furthering t h e 
cause of human right s, wh ich includes the right of free 
expression. ¼e beli eve that movement toward greater freedom of 
expression int e soviet Union wou~d not only accord with 
international hu an rig hts obligations, but would also be an 
important step toward developing an atmosphere conducive to 
stable, secure re ~ation s with other nations. 

We had viewed with cautious optimism last summer's 
demonstrations in Latvia, which were allowed to proceed 
relatively unhindered. Since your letter was received, it has 
~ecome clear that the Soviet government was willing to go to 
great lengths to see that the November 18 demonstrations 
failed. It is not enco raging to see this return to 
traditional Soviet res i stance to free public expression. 

The Secretary's deter ination to keep the issue of human 
rights at the forefront of our relationship with the soviet 
Union is well known. Te Secretary and other Department 
officials have ta ken ad van tage of every appropriate contact 
with Soviet offic ials to poi tout t he importance of 
improvement in t his area. You can be certain t hat this 
emphasis on human rights will co tinue. 

With best wish es, 

Enclosure: 

S incere ly, 

J. Edward Fox 
Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs 

Correspondence returned. 

The Honorable 
Dante B. Fascell, Chairman, 

Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
House of Rep rese n t atives . 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

January 4, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR PAUL SCHOTT STEVENS 

FROM: ROBERT W. DEAN IP° 

9550 

SIGNED 

SUBJECT: 0MB Request for NSC Views on State Draft Report on 
Latvian Independence Day 

0MB has sent a request for NSC views on a State Department draft 
report on H. Con. Res. 209, expressing the sense of Congress 
concerning demonstrations in Latvia in commemoration of Latvian 
Independence Day (0MB package at Tab II). 

While the NSC has no objection in general to the points made by 
the State report, we believe that, in the report's first two 
paragraphs, an assumption is made that we recognize the 
incorporation of Latvia into the Soviet Union, when in fact we do 
not. The State report should be reviewed with a view to noting 
our policy of non-recognition of the Baltic States' incorporation 
into the Soviet Union. 

~'(' 
Rudy Perina concurs. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memorandum at Tab I to OMB's Peterson noting 
the need for revision of the State report along the lines 
indicated above. 

Approve<;+>~ Disapprove -----

Attachments 
Tab I Memo for signature for 0MB 
Tab II OMB-NSC letter dated December 28, 1987 

Prepared by: Robert Bemis ~ 
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J ~ November 16, 1988 

Ronald Reagan 
The President 

AMERIKAS LATVIESU APVIENiBA 
American Latvian Association in the United States, Inc. 

400 HURLEY AVENUE 
P. 0 . BOX 4578, ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 20850-0071 

TEL. : (301) 340-1914 

The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Reagan, 

On behalf of the Latvian-American people, I wanted to express our sincere 
appreciation to lou for all you have done in the last eight years for the 
United States o America. Your leadership has not only brought great 
benefits to this country, but has also fostered the hopes for peace and 
greater prosperity throughout the world. 

We are thankful for th1s, and also for your firm, unwavering support for 
the Latvian people and their goal to re-establish a free, independent, 
democratic nation once again. The resurgence of national pride and hope in 
Latvia in the last year has been made possible, in part, by the knowledge 
that they have had a true friend in the White House. To the Latvians, you 
have symbolized the love of freedom that is shared by all Americans. Your 
term in office will be remembered with fondness and gratitude, and may 
prove to be the dawn of a new era when not only Latvians, but all 
oppressed people of the world can begin realizing the freedom that has 
been denied them. 

That quest for freedom, however, still faces major obstacles in Latvia, 
and will require continued commitment from future U.S. Administrations. We 
can only hope that future American leaders will follow your example, and 
continue to support the process that has begun in Latvia. 

Toward this end, I enclose a copy of_an apQ~al prepar~!f_by the__}\:g_~Jd .... 
~9~~<!.tio.o. g.f_Jr_~e_ pitv1a.!_ls _a global orgaruzatfon of which the Amencan 
Latyian ~sociatlon is also a _member. I hope that your Administration will 
find if useful, and will pass on its recommendations tQ £.U!sid!!nt-elect . 
Bush and his advisors. 

We wish you and Mrs. Reagan continued health, happiness and prosperity in 
the future! 

Valdis Pavlovskis 
President 
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