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T H E WHITE H O U S E 

PJW/JMS:jck 
PJWallison 
JMShepherd 
Chron . 

July 28, 1986 

Dear Mr. Boyd: 

Thank you for your letter to the President of May 6, 1986, which 
was recently referred to this office for response. The President 
appreciates your past support for important Administration 
initiatives and is grateful to you for expressing your views on 
H.R. 4332, the McClure-Volkmer gun control legislation. 

As you know, the President approved this legislation only after 
significant amendments were made to accommodate some of the 
important law enforcement considerations your letter raises, such 
as the additional restrictions on interstate travel with firearms, 
licensing requirements for certain not-for-profit sales of 
firearms, and record keeping requirements for sales from dealer 
collections. 

Mr. Richard A. Boyd 
National President 
Grand Lodge 
Fraterna l Order of Police 
2100 Gardiner Lane 
Louisville, Kentucky 40205 

Sincerely, 

O~IGINAL SIGNED BY PIN 
Peter J. Wallison ·· 

Counsel to the Pr.esident 

-



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 28, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR PETER J. WALLISON 

FROM: J. MICHAEL SHEPHE~ 

SUBJECT: Attached Correspondence 

At Jay Stephens' request, we have redone this response for your 
signature. 

Attachments 



,HE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 23, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR JAY B. STEPHENS 

FROM: J. MICHAEL SHEPHE~ 

SUBJECT: Attached Correspondence from Richard A. Boyd 

Richard A. Boyd, National President of the Fraternal Order of 
Police, wrote the attached, hand-written letter to the President 
strongly urging that he veto H.R. 4332, the McClure-Volkmer gun 
control legislation. As you know, H.R. 4332 was incorporated 
into S. 49 and became public law. 

Attached for your review and signature is a letter to Mr. Boyd 
thanking him for his views and observing that the President 
approved the legislation only after significant amendments were 
made to the provisions regarding the interstate transportation of 
firearms, licensing requirements for certain not-for-profit sales 
of firearms, and the record keeping requirements for the sale of 
firearms from dealer collections. 

Attachments 
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STATEMENT OF 
ADMINISTRATION 
POLICY 

H.R. 4332 - Federal Firearms Law 
r 

400111 

{//Y)f)/j 

m: MAR I 9 .'. \Cl: 3 O 

March 14, 1986 
{House Rules) 

of 1986 

The Administration sup2orts enactment of s. 49, as passed by the 
Senate, in lieu of H.R. 4332. 

* * * * * 

(Not to be Distributed Outside Executive Office of the President) 

The Legislative Reference Division prepared this draft Statement 
of Administration Policy in consultation with the Department the 
Treas·ury (Stevenson, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Enforcement} 
and HTP (Hunn). It is consistent with a Statement of 
Administration Policy in support of S. 49 that was transmitted to 
the Senate in June 1985. The Administration's support for the 
specifics of s. 49, which has passed the Senate, is the result of 
a series of meetings and consultations conducted by OPD (Mike 
Ohlmann) during the 98th Congress with Treasury, Justice, and 
interested groups. H.R. 4332 is the Hughes/Rodino alternative to 
S. 49. s. 49 is pending before the House Judiciary Committee and 
is the subject of a discharge petition that, as of March 14th, 
has all of the 218 signatures needed to bring the bill to the 
House floor. 

Attorney General. Meese was quoted in the Washington Post of March 
13th as saying that the Hughes bill is "the kind of bill that I 
certainly would feel comfortable with;" however, he also was 
quoted as stating that "I can live withs. 49 and the 
administration does support it. I feel it would be a better bill 
if it were amended to take care of two or three features." 
Notwithstanding these statements, the Justice Department (Bolton, 
Assistant Attorney General, Legislative Affairs) advises that it 
defers to Treasury on H.R. 4332. 

H.R. 4332, as ordered reported by the House Judiciary Committee, 
is not available for review. , According to minority committee 
staff (Heydinger), however, the bill resembles s. 49 in some 
respects but differs in others. Key provisions of H.R. 4332 are 
outlined below. 

Interstate Sales. Current law prohibits interstate sales of 
firearms. The bill would permit interstate sales of rifles and 
shotguns, while continuing to prohibit interstat~ sales of 
handguns. (S. 49 would permit interstate sales of handguns, as 
well.) 



Record Checks for Criminal Convictions. Gun dealers would be 
required to notify local law enforcement authorities and the FBI 
when a handgun sale takes place. The FBI would be required to 
examine its records to determine if the purchaser is prohibited 
from owning a gun (e.g., if he or she is a fugitive from 
justice). According to Treasury, CBO estimates that this 
re·quirement -- which has no counterpart in S. 49 -- could cost 

. the Government up to $35 million per year in additional 
~recessing costs. 

Inspections. The bill would limit Treasury's authority to 
conduct unannounced, warrantless inspections of dealers' firearms 
inventories. Present law permits unannounced, warrantless 
inspections at all reasonable times. H.R. 4332 would generally 
permit three unannounced inspections in any 18-month period. S. 
49, by contrast, would require a warrant before undertaking an 
inspection, except in certain limited situations (e.g., during a 
criminal investigation). 

Miscellaneous Provisions. H.R. · 4332 resembles s. 49 by: allowing 
a person to cross State lines . with an unloaded, inaccessible 
rifle; easing recordkeeping requirements for dealers; prohibiting 
the importation of firearms barrels; and permitting dealers to 
make sales at gun shows. Provisions of H.R. 4332 not included in 
s. 49 would: prohibit the sale or possession of silencers; permit 
Treasury to suspend, rather than revoke, a dealer's license for 
violations of the Gun Control Act, as current law requires; and 
increase the penalties available for using a machinegun in the 
commission of a crime. 

Procedural Safeguards. A notable provision of s. 49 not 
addressed in H.R. 4332 would establish a number of procedural 
safeguards against improper seizure or detention of seized 
property. For example, upon acquittal of an owner or possessor 
of seized firearms, the firearms would have to be returned 
promptly. 

Attorneys Fees. S. 49, but not H.R. 4332, would permit a court 
in any proceeding under the Gun Control Act to · award a prevailing 
par~y, other than the United States, a reasonable attorney's fee, . 
if the court finds that the action was without foundation, 
frivolous, or in bad faith. 

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE DIVISION DRAFT 
3/14/86 
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cc: 

Ret 8/28/86 
92-23-0 

Ms. Helen Raiser 
President 
Californians Against Handgun 

Violence 
Post Office Box 5395 
San Mateo, CaLifornia 94402 

Dear Ms. Raiser: 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Washington, D.C. 20530 

SEP 8 1986 

This is in response to your letter to President Reagan in 
which you expressed concern on behalf of Californians Against 
Handgun Violence about the easy availability of handguns and 
assault weapons. You asked the Administration to support efforts 
to keep these weapons out of the wrong hands. 

Many federal laws controlling certain aspects of the sale 
and possession of firearms are currently in effect, and we can 
assure you and your organization that these laws are vigorously 
enforced by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms and by 
the United States Attorneys in each federal judicial district. 
This Administration does not favor placing restrictions on the 
rights of law-abiding citizens in their legitimate use of 
firearms, although it does favor keeping firearms out of the 
hands of criminals and imposing severe penalties on the criminal 
use of firearms. 

As part of the Comprehensive Crime Control Act of 1984, new 
laws were enacted which ensure the imposition of a mandatory 
penalty without the possibility of probation or parole for any 
person who uses a firearm to commit a federal crime, or who 
carries a firearm while perpetrating a violent federal crime. 
These special mandatory penalties were extended earlier this year · 
by Public Law No. 99-308 to apply to persons convicted of using 
or carrying a firearm in the course of drug trafficking crimes. 
The 1984 Act also provided for enhanced penalties in the case of 
a second or subsequent conviction and, under Public Law 
No. 99-308, these enhanced penalties were made even greater in 
the case of violent crimes or drug trafficking offenses which are 
committed by a person who uses or carries a machine gun or 
firearm equipped with a silencer. Any mandatory sentence or 

Records 
General 
Kahn 
OLA 
'.l'rott 

Litigation 

Executive Secretariat/ 
'.l'oensing 

--- C,,,1/.. ~,I,., 
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enhanced penalty imposed under these provisions is required by 
the 1984 Act to run consecutively to the sentence for the 
underlying offense. Further restrictions were also imposed on 
the transfer of automatic weapons by Public Law No. 99-308. 

In addition, the Armed Career Criminal Act, which was 
enacted as part of the Comprehensive Crime Control Act of 1984 
provides for a mandatory imprisonment term of at least fifteen 
years, and a fine of up to $25,000, for a person who is convicted 
of receiving, possessing, or transporting a firearm if such 
person has three prior state or federal convictions for robbery 
and/or burglary. The purpose of this law is to deter serious, 
repeat offenders from committing further crimes. 

The Administration believes that these. enhanced and 
mandatory penalties will help deter the illegal use of firearms 
and reduce the number of occasions in which they will be used in 
committing crimes. You may be sure that any additional proposals 
dealing with gun control introduced in the current Congress will 
receive our serious consideration. 

Thank you for the interest and concern which prompted you to 
write. 

By: 

Sincerely, 

STEPHENS. TROTT 
Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 

LAWRENCE LIPPE, Chief 
General Litigation and 

Legal Advice Section 
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TO: DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 
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FROM: 
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LETTER, DATED JULY 29, 1986 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MISS HELEN RAISER 
PRESIDENT 
CALIFORNIANS AGAINST HANDGUN 
VIOLENCE 
POST OFFICE BOX 5395 
SAN MATEO CA 94402 

SUBJECT: ENCLOSES A NEWS ARTICLE AND URGES SUPPORT 
TO KEEP HANDGUNS AND ASSAULT WEAPONS OUT 
OF THE WRONG HANDS 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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CALIFORNIANS 

AGAINST 
HANDGUN 
VIOLENCE 

July 29th, 1986 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

Our organization is concerned with the easy availability 
of handguns and assault weapons. The enclosed article on 
this subject clearly states the problems now faced by law 
enforcement. 

The problem would be greatly helped if there was support 
from your office. We would be so grateful for your interest 
and concern so that together we can work to keep handguns 
and as·saul t weapons out of the wrong hands. 

President 

P.O. Box 5395 D San Mateo, California 94402 D ( 415) 342-2408 
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HANDGUN 
VIOLENCE 

July 29th, 1986 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

Our organization is concerned with the easy availability 
of handguns and assault weapons. The enclosed article on 
this subject clearly states the problems now faced by law 
enforcement. 

The problem would be greatly helped if there was support 
from your office. We would be so grateful for your interest 
and concern so that together we can work to keep handguns 
and assault weapons out of the wrong hands. 

Very respe~s, 

ci.!:::::.er 
President 

gv -- ;;;. - 0 
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Office of Enforcement Operations 
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Monday, July ·2s, 198'6 . . ion Yranri~ oirh .,~---------

Why Oakland Streets Yield 
A Growing Stock of Weapons 

By Clarence Johnson 
A deadly UTban arms race 

: is growing in Oakland, \\'here 
: police are confiscating more 
· and more advan·ced weapons 
· from criminals and fearful citi
: z<>ns alike. 

. Oakland police ~eized more 
• than 2100 guns in 1985 during criml· 
~ nal im•estigations For the same pe
: riod, police in San Francisco and 
• San Jose - cities with twice Oak
: land 's population - each took half 
~ as many guns. 

~ Many of the confiscated weap
• ons were cheap, .22-caliber "Satur
: day Night Special" pistols. There 
: were also expensive, advanced 
• paramilitary assault rifles, gre
: nades, dynamite and even a ballistic 
.; knife that shoots a blade 20 feet. 

7 · The Israeli-made Uzi is a partic
• ularly popular model. The short, 
: 9mm semiautomatic rifle retails for 
• about $600. It can fire more than 30 
• rounds a minute and is powerful 
: enough to penetrate concrete. 

Unlike som,;, weapons ostmsi• 
• bly designed for -sport, the Uzi is 
purely "for killing people," Alame

: da County Superior Court Judge 
Robert Byers said last week, as he 

-sentenced a man who used the gun 
· to murder a suspected drug dealer 
and wound two bystanders on an 
Oakland street corner last year . . . 

"Our feeling is that some of the 
~weapons, especially the Uzi, are not 
,- appropriate for target shooting or 
hunting," said Oakland pollce Ser
geant Harry Vaughn. "All they are 
made for is shooting people. It's 
hard to understand why there can 't 
bE> some kind of controls placed on 
those kinds or weapons." 

; There ls a 14-day waiting period 
_foe the purchase ol a pistol. If a 

IY JERRY TflfER/ THE CHRON/Cll 

A sample of the guns Oakland police recently confiscated com
pared with a service revolver held in the foreground 

peri;on has the cash and is at least 18 
years old, however, the Uzi and oth
er assault-type shoulder guns can be 
bought like a shotgun or hunting 
rtfle~ _,. wttbln mlnvteL: 

Police blame battles over 

drugs, fears for personal safety and 1 

"Rambo" Hollywood hype for creat- 1 
Ing the gun mania that is making 
their work more dangerous. Behav• 
iorai expert, say 'the ~~ 
with chic but deadly fir~ qo 
deepens the atmospbe~ of . Yio-
lenc~. ,: · '1 ~,1. · r· _. ._. ;., 
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''Tb.ere b,11 ~en a ~ 
increase in gun ownenhtp Uld 
stranger-to-5tranger tiomlcidea,• ., 
said Troy Duster, soci~ogy profes- ~ 
sor at tbe University,of Callf ornia at f' 
Berkeley. "If you have a population , 
that is h~ylly ar~_ed, tb~y .wW ~ i 
the guns. . . · -~ j 

Criminals - most notably drug 1 • 

dcalen - -use tbe sophisticated 
weapons against each Qther, Aid 
Oakland police Sergeant Bpb Scur- · 
ria, pointing to tbe city's rash of 

, drive-by shootings. However, lately 
more arid more police are also 1u,
iog down the menacing muzzles. · 

Scurria, who supervises the im
pounded weapons, said movies like 
"Rambo" and "Cobra" glorify guns 
and killing. 

"It is not so much ~e crime 
that 1$ increasing tbe number of 
weapons on the streets as it is the 1, 

bypE: - the Rambo thing," said ! 
Scurria. ''There are a lot cranks and 
nuts out there who have these as
.sault dfJes whether they need them 

, or not. It seems to be a status symbol 
to see bow much firepower they cao 
muster." 

• Gun shop owner Tony CUc
;· · chiara, who does a brisk business in 
· semiautomatic weaponry in the ,·· 

East Bay, agrees there is a "defi- ·J 
nlte" connection between violent 't 

i films and gun sales. t ~, l 
\ "Anytime ypu have one of 11 

those movies, we can count on sales , 
going up," Cucchiara said. "One per-· 
feet example is the Dirty Harry 
(Clint Eastwood) movies. Before 

' that we hardly sold any .44 Mag
i nums. It does stimulate a lot of buy
:· ing. During the 'Rambo' movies, we 

sold more than ever." 
....... - , .... - -

Cucchiara uid bis shop ~Us at 
least one Uzi a day. · · 

Sergeant Vaughn said the new 
firepower bas changed police ~ll
cy. Bulletproof vests - once opuon
al and rarely worn - have now 

· become standard police attire. 

"It used to be you pop a drug 
dealer and he'd have a bandg~," 
said Scurria. "But now be bas an Uzi 
or a semiautomatic rifle with a ca
pacity of 40 rounds. The officer COi;}· 
fronting him bas but six shots in bis 
revolver." 

Oakland, which bad 114 homi
cides last year, 1s the Bay Area's 
perennial leader in murders. 

Although many of the confis
cated weapons are ~volved in 
crimes, Cucchiara and other g~n 
proponents insist they are primarily 
purchased for self-defense. 

Duster iijiid other factors are 
involved. 

''There's been an increase . . . in 
the klnd of meanness we face," 
Duster said. "And the nieanness at 
the bottom {of society) is a reflection 
of the image at the top. We've E:ven 
got President Reagan saying thmgs 
like, 'Go ahead, make my day.' He's 
implying that violence is OK. And 
that takes on deadly significance if 
gu~ are put into the equation." 
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,. STROM THURMOND, SOUTH CAROLINA, CHAIRMAN 

CH~R"ES McC.,1-IATHIAS, JR., MARYLAND JOSEPH R. BIDEN. JR., DELAWARE 
"' PfoUL~LT, NEVADA EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS 

_;ORRIN G. HATCH, UTAH ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA 
6 ALAN K. SIMPSON, WYOMING HOWARD M. METZENBAUM, OHIO 

CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, IOWA DENNIS DeCONCINI, ARIZONA 
JEREMIAH DENTON, ALABAMA PATR(CK J. LEAHY, VERMONT 

_5 ARLEN SPECTER, PENNSYLVANIA HOWELL HEFLIN. ALABAMA 
/ MITCH McCONNELL, KENTUCKY PAUL SIMON, ILLINOIS 

JAMES T. BROYHILL, NORTH CAROLINA 

DENNIS W. SHEDD, CHIEF COUNSEL AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
DIANA L. WATERMAN, GENERAL .COUNSEL 

MELINDA KOUTSDUMPAS. CHIEF CLEAi( 
MARK H. GITENSTEIN, MINORITY CHIEF COUNSEL 

Mr. William L. Ball III 
Assistant to the President 
for Legislative Affairs 

The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Will: 

1inittd ~tatts ~matt 

August 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

WASHINGTON, DC 205 10 

,· 

15, 1986 

"' t 
1 

~ . 
if .. , 

... 

On We.dnesday, August 13, 1986, the Senate and the House 
concurred in historic legislation that would virtually ban the 
sale of armor-p"iercing bullets H,, Q, ~ 13~ 

As you may know, law enforcement officials have worked very 
bard for this measure to limit the availability of the 
"cop-killer bullets" that are capable of penetr~ting bullet-proof 
vests and other protective gear used by officers. 

This legislation has found strong bipartisan support in both 
the 98th and 99th Congresses and is the product of extensive work 
on the part of the administration, members of the Committee on 
the Judiciary, the Senate, the House, and other interested 
parties. 

The Senate approved tbis me~sure in March by an overwhelming 
majority of 97-1, and this week, both Houses of Congress took 
final action on the measure. 

On behalf of those men and women who risk their lives daily 
in the line of duty, I w-ould like to r equest that a special 
~igning ceremony be arranged to include, not only the Key 
eg1slators in tfie process, but representatives of law 

enforcement associations as well. 

For your convenience, you may contact Ms~ Holly Johnston in 
my office (224-5972) once y6u have reviewed this request. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. With kindest 
regards and best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Strom Thurmond 
Chairman 

} 



# 42 3451 
THE WHITE HOUSE ~ 

C RRESP NDENCE TRACK! G W RKSHEET 
CO ING 

DAT ECEIVED: AUGUST 25 , 1986 

NAME OF CORRE P ND N: THE HONORABLE DANIEL P. MOYNIHAN 

SUBJECT: WRITES IN SUPPORT OF THE LEGI SLATION TO 
CONTROL "COP-KILLER" BULLETS AND PE FO 
A APPROPRIATE CEREMONY 

ROUTE TO: 
OFF ICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) 

ACTION 

ACT DATE 
CODE YY / ID 

DISPOSITION 

TYPE C COMPLETED 
RESP D YY/MM /DD 

WILLIAM BALL 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

- I 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

I I I I 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

' I'! 

COMME TS: ~ At~- ~ .;: ·-----·-
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August 18, 1986 

Dear Mr. President: 

We have at last agreed on legislation to 
control cop-killer bullets. This seems just the 
right time to send a clear strong signal to the 
men and women on the front lines in the war 
against drugs. 

I do hope we might follow up with an 
appropriate ceremony. 

Respectfully, 

~~ 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
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ID# 425111 

.. THE WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET CY"\() I 0 

INCOMING 

DATE RECEIVED: SEPTEMBER 11, 1986 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: MR. ALAN M. GOTTLIEB ~ 
SUBJECT: EXPRESSES CONCERN ON THE SERIOUS PROBLEM OF 

ANTI-GUN STATE AND FEDERAL JUDGES AND THE 
HIGH NUMBER OF GUN-RIGHTS RELATED CASES 
CURRENTLY PENDING IN THE FEDERAL COURT SYSTEM 

ACTION DISPOSITION 

ROUTE TO: ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD 

---- --- - -------
PETER WALLISON ORG 86/09/11 f!U 

7 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

=-----------
~M Z-

REFElmAL-NOTE : 
I 7 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

COMMENTS: 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

MI MAIL USER CODES: (A) (B) (C) ---- -----

*********************************************************************** 
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*********************************************************************** -

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 75,OEOB) EXT-2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH-INGrOr-J 

December 3, 1986 

Dear Mr. Gottlieb: 

JBS/JMS:jck . 
JBStephens 
JMShepherd 
Chron. 

Thank you for your letter to the President regarding the appoint
ment of judges who will support the right to keep and bear arms. 

We appreciate your bringing your views on this matter to our 
attention. You may be assured that your concerns will be given 
thoughtful consideration by the President's Federal Judicial 
Selections Committee. 

Sincerely, 

ORIGINAL S~NEO BY J.B.S. 

Jay B. Stephens 
Deputy Counsel to the President 

Mr. Alan M. Gottlieb 
Second Ame ndment Foundation 
James Madison Building 
12500 N.E. Tenth Place 
Bellevue, Washington 98005 



MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHJTE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 3, 1986 

JAY B. STEPHENS 

J. MICHAEL SHEPHEr 

Attached Correspondence Regarding 
Judicial Appointments 

Pro-Gun 

Attached for your signature is a response to Mr. Alan Gottlieb 
founder of the Second Amendment Foundation, not the Canadian 
Ambassador -- who wrote the President about appointing judges who 
will support the right to keep and bear arms. 

Attachments 



Second 
Amendment 
Foundation 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

September 3, 1986 

You more than any other president in recent American history have 
demonstrated your acute awareness of, and interest in, the various 
problems facing America's hundreds of thousands of law-abiding gun 
owners. 

Gun owners have been successful in protecting their rights 
through the political system, but a serious problem -- not readily 
subject to popular redress -- exists with what can best be character
ized as anti-gun state and federal judges. 

An unusually high number of gun-rights related cases are current
ly pending in the federal court system. On behalf of gun owners a
cross the country, we urge you stron 1 to consider. the J.dews _ex.,w:::_ess
ed by pote_~_~i~!. _ap_2_0In tees o~ __ _!:_~is_ v i_tal _g9.ns.ti t.ut.ional right, before 
submit t :i,__ng _ any ~ppo 1n tee to the Senate for _ con_f irmru.Qn. 

As only a partial expression of the substantial concern expressed 
by law-abiding gun owners on this issue, _you will be receiving under 
se arate c,Q;ILer tens of tho~_§.?nd_s of _y~ti tions YE.9 in ouL _<;;Q!J:9._~c1~~E a
tion of pro-gun appoj.ntees to the fede_~siJ _q~11ch wh_o will support the 
right~~<;> keep and bear arms.··- -- -

•••• - · - · _,,, -r<~- • 

Very truly yours, 

~11!~ 
Alan M. Gottlieb 
Founder 

James Madison Bui lding. 12500 N.E. Tenth Place. Bellevue, Was hington 98005 • (206) 454-7012 



Second Amendment Foundation 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Alill> M. Cottl1d.> 
Presui1 1nr 

J,·lir,·y D. Kant' 
\,'JCe Presulent 

Juhn M S11yd,•r 
freasur~r 

Willi, Hobart 
."inretan' 

San111,:! i\1 S!orP 

NATIONAL ADVISORY BOARD 

Congressional Advisors 

Sen. J,,,nes Abtlnor (R-SDl 
Sen. \lark Andrt•ws (R-i';D; 
Rep. Rubert E Badilam (R-CA) 
Hep Carn,11 A. Campllell tR-SC) 
Sen. How,Jrfl W. Cannon iD-NV; 
Rq,. Bill Cl,appdl ID-FL) 
Rt·p. lfrhard B. Cheney (ll.-WYJ 
Rep. l,,rry Craig (RID) 
Rq, llani,•I B. Cr,111<.• (R-ILI 
Rep. f'lulip Cr;,ne (K-ll.i 
H,·p Dan Daniel (D-VA) 
Rep. William E. Dannem,•yer (R-CA)' 
Sen. Rob,:rt Dole tR-KS) 
Rep. David Drt>it•r (R-CA1 
Rep. Mickey Edwards [1{-OKi 
Rep. Jack Fields 1R-TXI 
Sen .lake Carn (H -L'T) 
Rep. flenjarrnn A. GHrnan (R-NY) 
lkp. John Paul Hammerschmidt (R-AR) 
Rep. Kent Hanre (D-TXJ 
Rep. c;,.,orge Hansen (R-ID) 
Sen. Orrin C. Hatch (R-UT) 
Sen. Jesse Helms (R-NC) 
R,,p. l.;1rry .I. Hopkin, (R-KYJ 
Rep. Carroll Hubbard (D-KYl 
S<.>n. Gordon .I. Humphrey (R-NHJ 
Sen. Roger VI'. Jepsen (R-!Ai 
Rep. Tl,umas N. Kindness (R-011) 
Rep. Robert .I. lil!'(O!lli\fiino (R-Ca) 
Rep Marvin Leath (D!l'X) 
Rep. Trent Lott (R-MS) 

Rep. Stan Parris (R-VA) 
Rep. Ron P.:ul (R'.l'X) 
R,•p Carl I!. Perkins (D-KY) 
Sen. Larry::-. Presskr /R-SDJ 
Rep. !'al Rnlwrls [R-KSJ 
Rep. lla,.,Jd f\ogers tR-KYJ 
Rep. Eldon Rudd (R-AZ) 
Rep. I, Clay Shaw (R-FL) 
Hq, Norm,rn D. Shumway (R-CAj 
Rep ,\ rl,,n St,1ngdand (R-MN) 
5en. l~d Stewns (R-AK) 
Rq, Bob Stump 1D-..\Z) 
Sen Stew•n IJ Symms (R-ID) 
Rep. Dun Young (R-AK) 

Distinguished Advisors 

\.fassad Ayoob. Columni~t 
Guns Alago=ine 

Gen. Mark W Clark. U.S.A. Rd 
C.E. Clayton. Columnist. 

Pefers<>n'.<; lluntmg A!ugu.z:ine 
Gent' B. Crum. J(1urnalist 
fosepil H llavis, M.fl. 

Dade t:nunJy Medical h,1111irwr 
Mkhat'i Flick, Columnist 

(;un') Jlu,-:azine 
Robert Kukla, lonw,r Exec11tiw' Diredor 

NRA-Institute for 1.,-,gislative Action 
Professor Jos<c>ph Magilddino, 

Californiil State University at Long Beach 
E.B. Mann Colunrnisl. 

Field and Strmm 
Hon. George Murphy 
Howard Phillips, E:-H•(utive Dirt'rtor 

Conservative Caut:us 
Sen. H. L. ·'Bill" Richardson. Chaitnrnn 

Gun Owners of Am,•rirn 

Legal Advisors 

Donald A Feder. ;\Horney 
Chairrna11, Lt'ga! Advisors Board 
Great Barrington. Massachusett, 

Mark K. Benenson. Attorney 
Benenson. Kates & Hardy 
New York , New Yc,rk 

David L CqJ\an, Pt1U. Attorne:-r' 
Nev1-' Ynr le Nc\v York 

Midl<'lf'! H. ConHelly, Atl•)r1Jt-:v 
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l:avid T H<H·d\- \ 1 lnrn•'\ 
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O'Brit'n an(1 H,~l!is,'\ 
S.:w Fr.ancis~:n. 

Lt1rH1 A. ;.;rnith, :\!fnrrw\ 
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Ros Sto\aL Attorrn.'v 

Moure:.viilt·~. 1ndlana 

Writers Advisory Council 

Marshall Brown Associate Editor 
Gun >kek 

Robert K Brov1.·n, Edi\or 
Soldier 1_,f Forrum' 

\\-'il!iarn L. FiehHltO>USf', St.•nt•l;H\' rri•;1s1nn 
(lun \Vritt::rs (~ui!d tif :\irH·til·;i 

Ja(k l.1..•wi~. Puhli<:.her 
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Outdoor IA,• 

Mark K HohNIS. Prc,ident 
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Rex S(1!lenbergcr 
Fditorlal C<lrtunn\,;t 
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Pn,fe:;so1· (ff Pi)!itical Scit·rH:1·, 
\Vest Virginia Univcrstly 

(Partial li~t. Tilles fur i1kntdication 
purpo~es only.) 

The Second Amendment Foundation is a tax-exempt, publicly supported foundation organized under §.501 (c)(:J) of the Internal Revenue Code. 
The Foundation is dedicated to promoting a better understanding about our constitutional heritage to privately own and possess firearms. 'fo that 

end. we carry on many educational and legal education programs designed to better inform the public about the gun control debate. 
All grants and contributions to the Second Amendment Foundation are fully tax-deductible. 
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ID-# 428205,,,. 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 
INCOMING· 

DATE RECEIVED: SEPTEMBER 30, 1986 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: MR. DONALD K. FISHER 

SUBJECT: ENCLOSES A COPY OF AN ACTION ALERT HE 
HE RECEIVED FROM THE CITIZENS COMMITTEE FOR 
THE RIGHT TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS CONCERNING 
THE BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO AND FIREARMS 

ACTION DISPOSITION 

ROUTE TO: ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD 

CRISTY BACH 86/09/30 
RAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 
__ __ / I 

REFERRAL NOTE: 
I I _ ___ / /_ 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

CO:tl'.IMENTS: 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 2300 

IA MAIL USER CODES: (A) (B) (C) ----- --- -- -----

*********************************************************************** 
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*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED *TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
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*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED * CODE= A * 
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*COMPLETED = DATE OF * 
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* * 
* * 
* * 

*********************************************************************** 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 75,OEOB) EXT-2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 
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T H E W H I T E 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
ATTN: IGA 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 428205 

0 F F I C E 

OCTOBER 21, 1986 

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED SEPTEMBER 25 , 1986 

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN 

FROM: MR. DONALD K. FISHER 
COUNTY COMMISSIONER 
PRECINCT 1 
2208 E. HIGHWAY 190 
SUITE B 
COPPERAS COVE TX 76522 

SUBJECT: ENCLOSES A COPY OF AN ACTION ALERT 
HE RECEIVED FROM THE CITIZENS COMMITTEE FOR 
THE RIGHT TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS CONCERNING 
THE BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO AND FIREARMS 

-86~artl 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 17, 1986 

Dear Mr. Fisher: 

On behalf of the President, I would like to thank you for your 
recent correspondence. 

I have forwarded a copy of your letter to the Intergovernmental 
Affairs Office at the Department of the Treasury for their 
consideration and direct reply. You should be hearing from them 
shortly. 

I sincerely appreciate your bringing your concerns to the 
attention of the Administration. 

Sincerely, 

Cristena L. Bach 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Intergovernmental Affairs 

Mr. Donald K. Fisher 
County Commissioner 
2208 East Highway 190 
Suite 8 
Copperas Cove, Texas 76522 



Donald K. Fisher 
COUNTY COMMISSIONER 

Precinct 1 
Coryell County, Texas 

2208 E. Highway 190, Suite 8 Phone 
Copperas Cove, Texas 76522 817-547-2828 

September 25, 1986 

Ronald Reagan 
President of the U. S. 
1600 Pennslvannia Ave . 
North-West 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

I have attached for y o ur information a copy of an Action Alert : which I 
have received from the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear 
Arms. 

If this in fact is true, of what the BATF is in t h e ~roces~ of doing by 
using specia L budget funds frD.1Jl_ the Treasury Department for t~e concea.1J0 
registration of firearmsJ I find this very alarming that such an act trans
pireaaur ing your administration. I can of course believe that something 
like this wou l d have taken place under the Kennedy administration, or the 
Carter administration . 

ld respe ~ Sir, that you would refer this to the Trea-
epartme eceive a response from them i n reference to this 

----'r-- o n d ion to at, that 1 e pu ical y state 1 t ey 
--=-=-~ -=---"F· ogram of this type . If so, do you plan to stop it? 

Donald K. Fisher 
1 Encl . 
DKF : mr 

servant, 

CF : Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms . 
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r.:. ~ i 1 [ · J : IALERT 
Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms 

12500 N.E. Tenth Place• Bellevue, WA 98005 '"~-· , 

DEAR FELLOW ACTIVIST, 

YOU MUST RESPOND NOW. NEXT MONTH COULD BE TOO LATE. 

,,.,,._. , . .. 

.-

BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO AND FIREARMS (BATF) IS SECRETLY COMPUTER

IZING INFORMATION ON WHO OWNS GUNS AND WHERE THESE GUNS ARE LOCATED. 

IT IS BEING DONE ON A COMPUTER IN SAN DIEGO THAT IS TIED IN WITH 

TERMINALS IN BATF OFFICES ALL ACROSS NATION. 

THIS SECRET OPERATION HAS BEEN HIDDEN IN BUDGET OF TREASURY DE-

PARTMENT WHICH BATF IS PART OF. . r· 

IT WAS DISCOVERED BECAUSE A FORMER TREASURY DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEE 

CONCERNED ABOUT BATF ATTACK ON YOUR GUN RIGHTS BLEW THE WHISTLE . 

. \ 

THIS IS ALL BEING DONE BEHIND OUR BACKS. 

YOU AND YOUR GUNS COULD ALREADY BE REGISTERED ON THEIR COMPUTER. 

YOU COULD BE ONE OF THE FIRST VISITED BY BATF AGENTS TO CONFISCATE 

GUNS IF NEW ANTI-GUN LAWS ARE PASSED. 
I i. •' 

WE MUST ACT TOGETHER NOW AND STOP THIS SCHEME DEAD IN ITS TRACKS. 

TOMORROW COULD BE TO LATE. 

BATF IS GETTING INFORMATION ON GUNOWNERS BY MISUSING INFORMATION 

MADE AVAILABLE BY CURRENT GUN LAWS. 

IN ADDITION, FIREARMS DEALERS THAT GO OUT OF BUSSINESS MUST TURN 

OVER THEIR RECORDS AND WHEN BATF SPOT CHECKS CURRENT DEALERS THEY 

OFTEN COPY RECORDS. 

ALSO BATF CAN GET HANDS ON CONCEALDED WEAPON PERMIT HOLDERS, HUNTING 

LICENSE HOLDERS AND OTHER RECORDS FROM STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS. 

SO YOU CAN SEE HOW DANGEROUS THIS SNEAKY BATF NATIONAL COMPUTERIZED 

GUN REGISTRATION SCHEME IS TO OUR GUN RIGHTS. 



AND ONCE ALL GUNS AND GUN OWNERS ARE REGISTERED IN THIS MAS~IV~ 

NATIONAL COMPUTER SYSTEM YOU CAN BET IT WILL TAKE NO TIME AT~ - R ., .. 
FOR GUN GRABBERS TO FIGURE OUT HOW TO DESTROY YOUR GUN RIGHTS. ~ii 

•,. :'< 

~-~ 

GUN CONFISCATION BECOMES MORE OF A REALITY EVERYDAY. THAT IS WHY 

WE MUST ACT NOW. 

WE MUST FORCE THE BATF TO ERASE ALL RECORDS OF GUN OWNERS 

COMPUTER AND STOP COLLECTING MORE INFORMATION IN THE FUTURE. 

BUT I MUST WARN YOU THAT TO DO THIS WILL COST MONEY THE 

COMMITTEE FOR THE RIGHT TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS DOES NOT HAVE. 

OUR SUCCESS IS UP TO YOU. I MUST KNOW WHAT LEVEL OF SUPPORT YOU 

CAN GIVE TO THIS BAl1TLE AT THIS TIME. . ., ,' • < ' h'. ~ ~ t. "~_t . .; 
!t., ;, r , , ,~~ ri .... ~ :.,. ~ 

._ .(.. ~ l~ . 7 ! ~.,,_1-f i·\ fn ...... 

IF WE GEAR UP THIS NATIONAL ACTION PROJECT WITHOUT THE NEEDED FUNDS 

TO SUPPORT IT WE WILL FALL ON OUR FACES AND THE GUN GRABBERS WILL 

TAKE IT AS A SIGN OF WEAKNESS ON OUR PART AND STEP UP THEIR 

ACTIVITY. 

YOUR CONTRIBUTION, OF $15., $25., $50 OR EVEN $100 IS NEEDED AT 

TIME. IF YOU CAN SEND MORE OR MUST SEND LESS - SEND WHATEVER YOU 

CAN - JT IS VITAL TO STOPPING THE BATF. 

WE HAVE A GREAT GAME PLAN TO STOP BATF. BUT I MUST KEEP IT A SECRET 

AT THIS TIME. I KNOW YOU UNDERSTAND WHY. . ' 

I WILL LET YOU KNOW OUR PLAN TO STOP BATF JUST AS SOON AS I CAN. 

SO PLEASE DO NOT PUT THIS ACTION ALERT ASIDE. 

AND A DEDICATED HANDFULL OF OTHERS. 

I AM COUNTING ON YOU 

,., 

SINCERELY YOURS., 

ALAN M. GOTTLIEB 

CHAIRMAN 

P.S. WITHOUT YOUR HELP I AM AFRAID TO PROCEED. 

IF YOU CAN HELP AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. THANK YOU. 

''' 
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Pat--

Re: C-5, Arithmatic, and NSC claims 

TOW - missile weighs 36 lbs. 

with packing and loading canister 50 to 60 lbs. 

2008 x 50 lbs= 100,400 n~ 
Hawk - Missile weighs 185 lbs. less packing;add 25 lbs (?) = 210 lbs 

235 Hawks x 210 lbs= 49,350 -- round to 50,oooll~. 

The C-5 has a payload capability of about 261,000 lbs. 

With the all the missiles alleged, the C-5 analogy still has an 
easy 100,000 lbs left over for spark plugs and toilet paper. The 
C-5 is a very big airplane ... 
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Dear Mr. Pratt: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 17, 1987 

In response to your recent letter, you are nod t aware that 
the President has now nominated Judge Anthony ennedy to fill 
the current vacancy on the Supreme Court. 

ited States Court of 
ecisions and authored 

During Judge Kennedy's 12 years on the 
Appeals, he participated in over 1400 
over 400 opinions. His work has pla 
our cities and neighborhoods safe 
excellent~ and I hope you'll 

d a major role in keeping 
om crime. He'll be an 

nomination. ~ c.&Sfie•., 
oin us in supporting his 

/ 
On your second point, I ca~a sure you that the Administration 
is not interested at all in upporting the re-election efforts 
of Howard Metzenbaum. Att ney General Meese has, however, met 
with representatives of m ·or law enforcement associations who 
support some type of leg'slation. 

At the moment, we 
ciate your input. 

till studying our position and do appre
nk you for writing. 

Mr . Lawrence D . Pratt 
Executive Director 
Gun Owners of America 
Suite 102 
8001 Forbes Place 
Springfield, Virginia 22151 

Sincerely, 

Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
Chief of Staff to the President 



Dear Mr . Pratt: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HIN GTO N 

November/, 1987 

In response to your recent letter , you are no doubt aware that 
the President has now nominated Judge Anthony Kennedy to fill 
the current vacancy on the Supreme Court. 

During Judge Kennedy's 12 years on the United States Court of 
Appeals, he participated in over 1400 decisions and authored 
over 400 opinions . His work has played a major role in keep
ing our cities and neighborhoods safe from crime . He'll be an 
excellent Justice, and I hope you'll join us in supporting his 
nomination. 

On your second point , I can assure you that the Administration 
~ ¥ no,r-interestM:1. at all in supporting the re[election efforts 

of Howard Metzenbaum . Attorney General Meese has, however, 
met with representatives of major law enforcement associations 
who support some type of legislation~ ,~ ➔~ ~ . 

At the moment , we are still studying our position and do 
appreciate your input/Thank you for writing . 

-=:::-::, ~ Sine~ . 
(7 ~ "'-' 

Mr . Lawrence D. Pratt 
Executive Director 
Gun Owners of America 
Suite 102 
8001 Forbes Place 
Springfield, VA 22151 

H~l3Jor~1~1~ 

~ ~ tJ PD 

Howard H. Baker, Jr . 
Chief of Staff to the President 
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October 28, 1987 

The Honorable Howard Baker 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr . Baker : 

~,;.7 ~ 02-

GUN 
OWNERS 

OF AMERICA 

There a re two matters that are before the administration that are 
of concern to gun owners . 

1 . Reports that the administration is considering putting in a 
bill on plastic guns would help Sen . Howard Metzenbaum in the 
year he will be seeking reelection , but it would be contrary to 
the President ' s oft- repeated opposition to gun control. 

2 . The name of Laurence Silberman has been circulated as a 
potential Supreme Court nominee . Mr . Silberman took a strong 
position in favor of gun control when he testified before Senator 
Edward Kennedy in 1974 . 

Should either one of these matters come to pass , the confidence 
of gun owners in the President , and in Republicans in general, 
would be ser i ously undermined . 

I hope that you will assure me that there is no truth to either 
of these reports . 

Sincerely , 

Lawrence D. Pratt 
Executive Director 

8001 Forbes Place, Suije 102, Springfield, VA 22151, (703) 321-8585 




