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SMITHSON'IA~ INSTITUTION 

Mt.rlu1!9'tr.m, .lJ. C. ! ()S6() 
U.S.A. 

Mrs. Eleanor Raymond Marshall 
P.O. Box 1564 
Fairfield, Connecticut .06430 

Dear Mrs. Marshall; 

26 J anuary 1982 . 

This is in further reference to your -letter o£ ·Noyember 1st 
addressed to President Reagan which w.a.s. re£e:r.red to Mr.: Craddock 
Goins, Curator of the Division of Mil i tary History, N~tional 
Museum of American History, Smithsonian Institution. 

Mr. Goins informed .me that he talked to you on th.e telephone 
the latter part of Dece.mber · regardi:ng the rifle your great 
grandfather is purported to have received from President Lincoln, 
and which you wish to donate to the Smithsonian. We would be 
pleased to have the rifle for our collections, if the association 
can be substantiated. We are looking forward to receiving the 
typescript of your great grandfather's diary and, in the meantime, 
are asking for his service record files from the National Archives. 

We are most appreciative of your thoughtfulness in bringing 
this piece to our attention • 

Sincerely yours, 

~~-·f, 
p S. Hughes 

Acting Secretary 
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REFERRAL 
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FAIRFIELD CT 06430 

DECEMBER 3, 1~81 

SUaJECT: WOMAN IS INTERESTED IN FINDill, THE PROPER 
PLACE FOR A CIVIL WAR RIFLE PRESENTED TO HER 
GREAT - GRANDFATHER BY ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKI:N3 DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPCJNDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
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AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 6 2, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

.. ' . • 

46391: 
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.. 



Russel G. or C. Raymond 

Capt. Kelly or Kelly Co., Co. H. 

17th Reg. of CT. - Vols. from Bridgewater - August 11, 1862. 

No record of his military Service as per Mike Musick , National 

Archives Phone No. 523-3231 . 

December 1981. 
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January 13, 1982 b£ 

.MEMORANDUM FOR ED HARPER 

FROM: CRAIG L. FULLER 

SUBJECT: BAN ON COP-KILLER BULLETS 

The President asked about the feasibility of banning the 
manufacture, sale and/or possession of the armor piercing 
bullets described in the attached article summary . 

Could you have someone check our position on legislation in 
this area? If we find nothing actually pending, can you 
provide appropriate guidance? 

Thanks. 

Attachment 



" 
Jan. 12, 1982 - A-7 

NEW BULLETS FOR HANIGJNS PIERCE AR-10R, AND roLICE WANr A BAN 

Police organizations and their allies in Cbry;;ress and at least two state 
legislatures are trying to outlaw the apple green bullets they call "cop-
killers." 'Ille bullets, available in all pistol calibers, easily punch throU3h 
"bullet-pc-oof" vests worn mainly by officers and p:,liticians. "'Illese frighten
irr;; bullets eliminate all pc-otection for fX)lice officers and ?,lblic officials 
who must fear assassination," said calif. Assenblymc11 'It:Jn Banes, who plans to 
introdu::e a bill outlawing the manufacture, p::>ssession or sale of the bullets in 
Calif. "'Ille I;rd:>lem is, there is oo other use for these bullets" other than 
shooting p:,lice officers and assassinating p:,liticians, said Iep. Biaggi, who 
has been trying to outlaw the bullets on the federal level. 'Jhe broom bullet, 
semi-p:,inted in shape, is coated with ~flon. Its hardress and shape give it 
better penetration and the 'n!flon "slides" it throU3h otherwise impenetrable 
surfaces. (Terrance w. M=Garry, Washington Ebst, 1/12/82, A7) 
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t of Justice U.S. Departmen ~ 
·ce of the Deputy 

Off! G era! Attorney en 

t..J 



llniteb ~ta_te~ llepartmrnt of 31u~tice 
ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 

CRIMINAL DIVISION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20530 

MAY 1 4, 1982 

Mr. Harlon B. Carter 
Executive Vice President 
National Rifle Association of America 
1600 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

Dear Mr. Carter: 

White House copy . 

The White House has asked the Department of Justice 
to reply to your letter to the President dated March 23, 1982, 
urging his support for S. 1030, the McClure -- Volkmer bill. 
The Administration's position on this bill was expressed 
in a letter dated April 19, 1982 from Counsellor to the 
President Edwin Meese III to Senate Judiciary Committee 
Chairman Strom Thurmond. I have enclbsed a copy for your 
information. 

Sincerely, 

D. Lowell Jensen 
Assistant Attorney Geneneral 
Criminal Division 



lHC \\'Hl1C "10L:St 

t 
19 Mpril 1982 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

This will respond to your request for the Administration's 
position on the Federal Firearms o~ners Protectio~ Act, 
"''hich is now a-..:a:iting mrirk-up in your Committee. 

The President's position on fir~arms regulation is, I 
think, well known. He ~trongly rejects the notion that 
registration of ~eapons is either necessary or desirable 
and believes that Thandatory sentences for those ~ho use 
fire a rrns in the cc•i:' .. "!li s s ion of a er .tme is a preferable ....-ay 
to approach the problem of fir~~rrns abuse. 

As ~ith other are~s of federal regulation, he be}ieves 
that in the past firearms regulators have too often Jest 
!ight of their ultimate objective and have misus~a their 
authority to sC?arch for J'l',inor technical ir.frac·Uc:-is by 
ot:-,en,:ise · la";-abicinc; sport~TT!en, collectors, and 
dealers instead of conce~trating on firearm vicl~:io~~ 
by cri~inals. ~~e ad~inistration's policy, th~r~~ore, is 
~o redirect its enforc~~ent focus a~ar f~o~ the former 
to~arc ~ne lntter. 

'Ic-...·an5 that enc, the Prc.-sioent rerr,ains c~:i:~,dtted tc, the 
e~-regu1atio~ of la~-~~iding qun owners, ~uch as tha~ 
called for by the prop~sed Federal FirEar~s o~ne~E Frotec
~ion ~ct. At the s~ne time, the Aa~inistration t~s 
propcsed a reor9ani2ation of the ~ureau of Alcohol, 
Tc,b~cco, and Firearms that would, among oth~r thi~gs, 
prevent the pussibl~ misuse of authority ane en~ance the 
ability of the Treasury D~partment to refocus its 
enforcement ~fforts a9air.st criminals. 

\i\e wt'.'ln1c like to ~ee both ele.:"i~nts of this policy move 
alon9 ~ogether and as in the past will continue to ~ork 
with the Congress and interested outside parties to 
accomplish our cornm9n 9oa1·s. 

£DWI?\ MEESE III 
Counsellor to the Presicent 

The Honorable Strom Thurmond 
U. S. Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

L 
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AMERICA 
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WASHINGTON OC 20036 

SUBJECT: URGES THE PRESIDENT TO REAFFIRM HIS 
ADMINISTRATION'S SUPPORT OF THE OCCLURE -
VOLKMER BILL 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOI' BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING n.n.YS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHOOE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPOODENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
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AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 62, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISOO 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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N ATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
RECElVED. 

INCORPORATED 18 71 

1600 R H ODE ISLAND A VEN UE, N .W. 
HARLON B. CA RTER 

E XEC UTIVE VICE PRESIDENT WASHINGTON, D.C.20036 C:' . INAL OIVI ION 

March 23, 1982 

067s 38 

Dear Mr. President: 

A few nights ago, I was talking with a Congressman 
who said: "Outside the · Beltway, they love Ronald Reagan." 
We believe that his assessment was absolutely correct, for 
with few exceptions the 2.25 million members of the National 
Rifle Association -- only a handful of whom live within the 
Beltway -- support you almost to a man, and woman. We appre
ciate you and what you are trying to do for this great nation, 
and we are glad to have played a role in electing you to your 
most difficult office. 

With the many proplems which we know you must resolve 
each day, I hesitate to bring you another, but it is a matter 
of great importance to the members of the National Rifle 
Association. 

As a fellow member of the NRA, I know you are aware 
of the problems that the law-abiding gun owners of this 
country have had under the Gun Control Act of 1968. You 
have written and spoken about these problems -- and the 
solution -- many times in the past. That solution the '() 
McCl'U!"e/VoJ .!5.mer Bi 11, which you supported during the cam- C, 
paign, is now being considered in the Senate Judiciary () 
Committee. It is being delayed, however, because Senator C: 
Edward Kennedy has requested the views of both the Treasury 
Department and Justice Department be presented before the 
vote occurs. We feel that he made that request because he 
knows of a Justice Department staff memorandum to the White 
House strongly opposing the McClure/Volkmer Bill. 

We realize one Department memo does not constitute 
your position, nor that of your Administration, but we are 

):::, 
-c 
::::0 
t,:) ..... _,. 
(.0 
CX) 
N 

very concerned about the perception that the President has 
changed his position and no longer supports Senator McClure's 
bill. To prevent the outcry that could result among our fel
low NRA members if the Justice Department position is misin
terpreted as the Reagan Administration position, I respectfully 
urg~ you to reaffirm your Administration's support o f__t his 
bi 11. ·-Your renewed personal expression of support is very 
important, especially since Senator McClure has amended his 
bill after three long negotiating sessions with the Treasury 

::0 
rr1 
() 
rrt -< 
rrt 
0 
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. ' .. 
The President of the United States 
March 23, 1982 
Page 2 

0 

Mr. President, I would not burden you with this 
problem if it were not of such importance to millions of 
law-abiding American sportsmen, and among them, especially 
to our members. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely yours, 

HBC: jcj 

The President 
The White Rouse 
Washington, D.C. 

Carter 
Vice Presiden 
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MISSOURI 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

ST. LOUIS OFFICE: 
4001 S. Grand 

REPRESENTATIVE TOM ECKHARDT 

~74 
CAPITOL OFFICE: 

St. Louis, Missouri 
63116 

Phone: 352-8539 

State Capitol 
Jefferson City, Mo. 

65101 
Phone: 751-2061 

Hon. Ronald Reagan 
United States President 
White House 
Washington, D.C. 20010 

Dear President Reagan: 

January 20, 1982 

1 
I have introduced House Bill 1673 that would prohibit the 

manufacture, sale, use, or possession of the K.T.W. bullet in the state 
of Missouri. This bullet is a steel cased bullet with a soft metal 

, core, that is coated with a heat resistant substance. The projectile 
is pointed rather than flat or hollow, and travels at a high velocity. 
As shown on the NBC television program NBC Magazine, Friday, January 8, 
1982, the bullet has the capability of penetrating 72 layers of Kelvar 
(most body armor used by law enforcement agencies contain 18 layers - 4 
protective vests). 

The implications are clear these are killer bullets that present a 
very real danger. The bullets have no sporting or recreational value. 
The obvious purpose of this ammunition is to use against those whose 
positions require them to wear protective body armor. 

I would like to have your support in this effort, and look forward 
to hearing from you. 

TJE/db 

~ 
Thomas J. Eckhardt 
State Representative 
100th District 

057 299 
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MEMORAND UM 

FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 3 -;'1982 

MICHAEL 

Reply to Helms-East Letter of March 23 on 
McClure-Volkmer 

/ PD 

CJ ~ '? I I 9f:D 
C, M /J- I() 

Attached is a draft response requested this morning by your 
office. 

Guided by the sentiments you expressed at the ·1ast meeting 
during which McClure-Volkmer and BATF were discussed, I have 
attempted to join the two issues as twin halves of a single 
policy the purpose of which is to de-regulate the - "good guys" 
while simultaneously ganging up on the "bad guys". 

As you will recall, we have two similar letters addressed to 
the President, one from Harlan Carter (3/23/82) and one from 
Hatch-McClure (3/18/82) (copies attached). If you concur in the 
sense of my ~raft response for you to Helms-East, I would suggest 
doing something similar for the other two but need your -advice as 
to whe~ the presidential responses should go out. 

cc: Edwin L. Harper 



.• 

Draft Response for Edwin Meese III to Helms-East 3/23/82 Letter 
on McClure-Volkmer 

This will respond to your letter of March 23, in which you 
urge the Administration to reaffirm its support for the 
McClure-Volkmer bill. 

The President's position on firearms Regulation is, I think, 
well known. He strongly rejects the notion that registration of 
weapons is either necessary or desirable and believes that 
mandatory sentences for those who use firearms in the commission 
of a crime is a preferable way to approach the problem · of 
firearms abuse. 

As with other areas of federal regulation, ~e believes that 
firearms regulators have too often lost sight of their ultimate 
objective and behaved as if the enhancement of their authority 
were an end in itself. Too much emphasis has been placed on a 
search for minor or technical infractions by otherwise 
law-abiding sportsmen, collectors, and dealers -- and not enough 
on the behavior of the criminal element. The Administration's 
policy~ therfore, is to redirect its enforcement focus away from 
the former toward the latter. 

Toward that end, the President remains committed to the 
de-regulation of law-abiding gun owners, such as that called for 
by the McClure-Volkmer bill. At the same time, the 
Administration has proposed a reorganization of the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms that would, among other things, 
enhance the ability of the Treasury Department to refocus its 
enforcement efforts against the criminal element. 

We would like to see both elements of this policy move along 
together and as in the past will continue work with Congress and 
interested outside parties to accomplish our common goals. 



irJESSE ffELMS 
NORTH CAROLINA 

W~INGTON, D.C. I05l0 

March 23, 1982 

The Honorable Edwin Meese, III 
Counselor to the President 
The White House 
:Washington, D. C. 

Dear Ed: 

068119 

The Department of Justice draft memorandum on the McClure Fireanns 
Owners Protection Act may cause severe problems for the bill and its 
supporters on the Hill. 

This bill is backed not only by 59 Senators .and 172 Congressmen but was 
also -endorsed by President Reagan during his 1980 campaign. and in the 
Republican Party Platfonn. The Fraternal Order of Police and the National 
Sheriffs' Association, those who are on the front lines in controlling 
crime in this country also strongly endorse the bill and have testified 
before the Senate Judiciary .Committee • . It is a shame that the bill is 
being tmdermined by persons in 'the Justice Department at a time when 
years of hard work by Reagan Administration supporters is about to pay off • 

. We strongly recommend that the Administration reaffirm its support for the 
bill to· avoid inconsistent policy recorrmendations, and to fulfill a campaign 
promise to .American fireanns owners and sportsmen. 

J P. East 
Senator United States Senator 
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. MAR 2,B 1982 

NATIONAL RIFLE AssocIATION oF AMERICA 
DOOIIPORATZI> 11171 

1600 RHODE ISLAND AVENUE, N.W. 
HARLON B. CARTER 

Zxacvnva Vies Paa■IDSNT WASHINGTON,D.C.20036 

March 2~, 1982 

Dear Mr. President: 

A few nights ag0., I was talking with a Congressman 
who said: "Outside the .Beltway, they love Ronald Reagan." 
We believe that his · assessment was absolutely correct, for 
-with few exceptions the 2.25 million members of the National 
Rifle Association -- only a -handful of whom live within the 
Beltway -- support you almost to a ·ma~, and woman. We appre
ciate you and what you are trying to do for this great nation, 
and we are glad to have played a role in electing· you to your 
most difficult office. 

With the many problems which we . know you must resolve 
. each day, I hesitate to bring you another, but it is a matter 
of great importance to the members of the National Rifle 
Association . 

.As a fellow member of the NRA, I know you are aware 
of the problems that the . law-abiding gun owners of this 
country have had under the Gun Control Act of 1968. You 
have written and -spoken about these problems -- and the 
solution -- many times i.n the past. That solution the 
McClure/Volkmer 'Bill, which you supported during the -cam
paign, is now being considered in the Senate Judiciary 
-Coun:nittee. It is being delayed, however, because Senator 
Edward Kennedy has requested the views of both the Treasury 

· Department and Justice Department h~; presented before the 
vote occurs. :We feel that be made 'that request because he 
knows of a .Justice Department -staff memorandum to :the White . 
House strongly opposing the McClure/Volloner Bill. 

. . 
· .We realize one Department 1J1emo does not constitute 

your position, nor that. of your Administration, but we are 
very concerned about .t.he -perception that .the President has 
changed his position and no 1onger supports .Senator McClure's 
bill. To ~revent the outcry that could result among our £el-
1ow NRA members if the Justice Department position is misin
terpreted · as the Reagan Administration position, I respectfully 
urge you to reaffirm your Administration's :Support of this · 
bill. Your renewed personal expression of support is very 
important, especially since Senator McClure has amended his 
bill after three long negotiating sessions with the Treasury 
Department. · 



.... . .,. 

The President of the United St.ates 
March 23, 1982 
Page 2 . • 

Mr. President, I would not burden you with this 
problem if .it were not of such importance to millions of 
law-abiding American sportsme1:1, and ·among them, especially 
to our members. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely yours, 

HBC:jcj 

"The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

0 

Carter 
Vice Presiden 
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The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

WASHINGTON, D,C. &0!110 

March 18, 19 82 

06S905 

One important aspect of the mandate you received from the American 
people in 19 80 was the commitment to preserving individual liberty. 
One significant part of this commitment was the prpmise to protect 
the rights of la.; abiding firearms o,ners, and to deal with the 
violent crime problem by punishing criminals and not enacting 
new gun control la.;s. 

During the 19 80 campaign your commitment to the 'firearms o,ner 
was eloqu~ntly stated, over and over again across the country 
through your endorsement of the McClure - Volkmer, Federal Firearms 
C:Wners Protection Act. At this time, this needed legislation 
(S.1030) is being marked up for future action by the Senate Judiciary 

Committee. Senator Kennedy has requested the via,,s of both the 
Treasury Department, which has played a major roll in developing 
the Eill's current ~orrn, and the Justice Department. ·It is our 
belief that some individuals in the Justice Department have via,,s 
on this Bill which are directly <;>pposed .:to the :philosophy and 
thrust of the .legislation which ·you endorse. 

The draft position by the Departmen&of Justice is a restatement 
of the shop.,,orn ... Gun Control 11 ·theories of the 19 60 's and 70 's, 
which you have rejected. For your reference _.I have enclosed a copy 
.of this draft • 

.In order t.o move tile McClure - Volkmer 1egislation tcward enactment, 
we believe that a unif:i.ed position, reflecting your philosophy, 
must be presented by your department spokesmen. 



. -: -~~he President 
/ ;~ge 2 

! 

March 18, 19 82 

The Justice Department must not be allo.\Ted to play into the hands 
of the Gun Control advocates, such as Senator Kennedy, on Capitol 
Hill. A release of the Justice .Department's draft position on 
McClure - Volkmer would do just that. 

We urge t))at when the Administration spokesmen . appear before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee Tuesday, March 23, to express their 
position on this legislation, that the views of both the Treasury 
and Justice Departments be consistent and in keeping with your 
endorsement and philosophy. 
/ 

Sincerely, 

,i1,.~ 
Orrin G. Hatch es A. McClure 
United States Senator U ted States Senator 

McC:0t1 

0 
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DEPARTM ENT OF THE ARM Y 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF FOR LOGISTICS 

WASHINGTO.N, O.C. 20310 

DA LO-SMP-U ( W00785) 

Mr. Dan K. Sch anb acher 
1437 South Washington 
Wi chita KS 67211 

Dea r Mr. Schanbac he r: 

- 8 APR 1982 

Thank you for your r e ce nt letter to Presid ent Reagan conce rning the possibility 
of purchasing surplus fir ea rms fr om the U.S. Gove r nment. 

Pr ior to 1965, the Army routinely sold large qu antities of small caliber fire
arms. A Fede r al Regulati on wa s i s sued in 1965 which prohibited fur the r un
limit ed sales of fire arms. Today, all small caliber fir earms a re reserviced 
to su pport the following progr ams: 

a. Donation to ve t e rans' organizations for ceremonial use. 

b. Sale to State and local law enforcement and firefighting age ncies by 
the Department of Defense. 

c. Issue to ROTC organizations for drill and ceremonial use. 

d. Limited public sale of M-1 rifles for personal use through the Director 
of Civilian Marksma nship. 

e. Unforeseen contingencies. 

The number of weapons required to support these programs, coupled with those 
set aside for the civilian marksmanship program, equals the total number of 
surplus rifles in the Army inventory. Should you desire to purchase an M-1 
rifle for personal use, you may contact the Director of Civilian Marksmanship, 
Room 1201, Pulaski Building, 20 Massachusetts Avenue, Washington, D.C. 20314. 
The telephone number is (202) 272-0810. 

I trust the above information will be of assistance to you. 

Sincere.ly, 

r :Jl,_ W, JJ1c (Ct---~, ~11 fS 
VINCENT M. RUSSO 
Major General, GS 

. Director of Supply 
and Maintenance 



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 

REFERRAL 

APRIL 1, 1982 

TO: DEPAR'IMENT OF DEFENSE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO copy/~ 

DESCRIPTICN OF INCOMill;: 

ID: 068792 

MEDIA: LETTER 

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN 

FROM: MR. DAN K. SCHANBACHER 
1437 SOUTH WASHINGTCN 
WICHITA KS 67211 

SUPJECT: WANTS TO I<Na-/ Ha-/ HE CAN GO ABOOT BUYill, 
SURPLUS FIREARMS FRc»t GHE GOVERNMENT 

PROMPT ACTICN IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTICN HAS Nor BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKill; DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHCNE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPOODENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR OOAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISCN, ROOM 62, THE WHITE HOUSE 
~ 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISCN 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

: 
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MEMO RAND CM 

FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

EDWIN L. HARPER 
CRAIG FULLER 

MICHAEL 

WAS H! GTON 

May 17, 1982 

After much back-and-forth1n stice and Treasury, a 
common position has been worked out which may satisfy all 
relevant interests. 

Justice originally favored legislation banning "KTW" and 
similar kinds of ammunition. It did so while being largely 
ignorant of the practical difficulties of defining and enforcing 
the relevant standard. 

Treasury opposed such legislation from the outset because it 
saw no intelligent means of enforcing it. The Department, 
however, has informally obtained the agreement of domestic 
manufacturers not to sell to anyone other than military and 
police officials. 

As to legislation, both e and Treasury now agree that 
legislation banning such ammunition is impractical, but remain 
open to considering such a possiblity if some can come up with an 
effective means of accomplishing the purpose. In the meantime, 
both hill..._- ~.g on s~ that an alternative means of 
addressing the issue would be to en ct a mandator minimum for 

commission of a federal crime i vol:vi the use o£ 
_)! fmoc-piercing handgun ammunition. 

It is too early to tell whether Congress will enact such a 
proposal, but it ought to placate those who have been most 
vociferous in demanding that "something" be done. 

Barring some unexpected future development, I think, 
therefore, that this matter can be cleared from your various 
tracking systems. 
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Mr. Roger W. Raines 
124 Xavier Street 
Denver, Colorado 

Dear Mr. Raines: 

t .. \ / 

Thank you for your letter of ii Jyly l98~to President Reagan concerning 

the destruction of ammunition contaminated with DDT. 

(fr 
The ammunition in question is a conglomerate of small arms ammunition~ 
~ 

-hl:cl:tt~ calibers ,30, ,45, .50, 5-5_, a.as 7,62.mfr collected in Vietnam, 

packed out in pallet size boxes, and shipped to Okinawa. All of these 

assets had lost lot identity making the quality suspect because of sub

sequent suspensions/restrictions resulting from malfunctions. 

Additionally, the material was -in various stages of unserviceability 

J..».i-1--6 .c 
(oaryirlg stagos~ rust, discoloration, and corrosionl• 

.bw..,~ 
~ 1971-72,time fram~ this material was moved from Okinawa to 

Umatilla Depot activity (UMDA). There was an attempt to inspect and cull 

out rounds which appeared to be serviceable or could be made serviceable 

by cleaning. The serviceable rounds obtained -from the screening opera

tions were to be placed in a conglomerate lot, tested and returned for 

issue and use in training. During the early stages of the screening 

operations, a high rate of weapon stoppage was experienced during testing. 

It was at this time that the decision was made to demilitarize the material. 

.. j 



Mr. Roger W. Raines 

During the operations at UMDA, a white powder residue was discovered. 

This powder was chemically analyzed and found to be DDT. Informal 

advice indicates that the DDT was placed in the containers sometime 

before re-entry into the United States to satisfy a Department of 

Agriculture requirement. 

UMDA did not have adequate fa~ilities to demilitarize the ammunition in 

question. A cost study was prepared and the decision was made to move 

the material to Rocky Mountain Arsenal for demilitarization. 

~ 
We hopelthis information is helpful. 

L)~ ~ p~ 'S \e.:tJa re,_ .✓-I>, G?'9° ~<:.L.c:1-1..w- ~ ~ ~ 1 
Sincerely, ~~ o--A. ~ 1-L 

~~~ 
) 

2 



OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON . D .C . 20301 

August 9, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR MS. SALLY KELLEY 

THRU: 

DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

HONORABLE EDWARD V. HICKEY, JR. 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 
THE WHITE HOUSE~ 

In accordance with your request, attached is a Draft Repl~ 
to Mr. Roger w. Raines. 

Attachment 

u it 
LTC, U.S. Army 
Military Assistant 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E O F F I C E 

REFERRAL 

TO: DEPAR'IMENT OF DEFENSE 
AT'IN: ARMY 

JULY 27, 1982 

ACTION REQUESTED: / 
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF WHITE HOUSE STAFF MEMBER~ 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOOING: 

ID: 089804 

MEDIA: LETI'ER, DATED JULY 11, 1982 

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN 

FROM: MR. RCX,ER W. RAINES 
124 XAVIER STREET 
DENVER CO 80219 

SUBJECT: DESTRUCTION OF AMMUNITION CONTAMINATED WITH 
DDT 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKIN3 DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHCNE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

.0181 L 



President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear President Reagan, 

July 11, 1982 
124 Xavier St. 
Denver, CO 80219 . 

Please observe the enclosed article from the Rocky Mountain 
News of July 3. 

. 
While I fully realize that stupidity in government is the norm 

rather than the exception, this particular bit of asininity cannot 
pass without informing you of my outrage and disgust. I would like 
to know the name and rank or grade of the person who is responsible 
for th1 idiotic decision. I would also like to know if, and why, 
they are still at that rank or grade? 

The government has indebted the people to over one trillion 
dollars and we still can't get a balanced budget, so we sure as hell 
don't need the additional expense of destroying $3 million worth 
of ammunition because of a little pesticide residue. 

I would like to remind you that DDT was widely used in virtually 
every community, farm, and home in this country from 1945 until it 
was foolishly banned in 1972. It was widely used by the military 
in the Korean War, and is still in use in many parts of the world 
today. During the 25 years in which DDT was used, over a billion 
people were exposed to it and no evidence of injury, cancer or 
death has ever been reported with medical annotation other than 
massive accidental or suicidal swallowing. Contrary to the myth 
spawned by the bungling popular media, it is not a human carcinogen, 
mutagen or everlasting in the body or environment. In fact it is 
readily degraded in the presence of living things, in soil, in 
water, in blood and digestive tracts of most animals, in heat and in 
sunlight. There are dozens of papers by reliable scientists re
garding the safety and biodegradability of DDT if one is disposed 
to seek the facts. 

Even if our military P~ftJ111EPnel were to lick the cartridges like 
candy suckers they probably" ·su~fer no ill-effects as DDT is less 
toxic than alcohol, caffeine, and nicotine. The ammunition should 
be issued and used as is, even without rinsing. 

In summation, this is the dumbest, most wasteful thing I have 
ever heard of, and I urge you to use your position to bring this 
fiasco to a halt • • 

Thank you very much for your attention. Keep up the 

Yours very truly, 

Roger W. Raines 



· · · ~on bullets 
· t fiery end 

By Bl:JRT HUBBARD 
News Starr 

Denver's Rocky Mountain Arsenal 
will incinerate about 30 million rounds 
of ammunition in its high-powered fur
naces starting next Y.ear because the 
Army has determinea they coula e 
hazardous to your health. 

It's not that the Army suddenly 
wants to make love, not war, But the 
bullets were sprayed with the pestic;ide 
DDT during the Vietnam War, and the 
Army is afraid it might rub off on its 
own soldiers before they can adminis
ter "lead poisoning" to the enemy. 

The ammunition is valued at about 
$3 million. 

David Strang, head of the arsenal's 
industrial division, said that in Novem
ber 1983 he is scheduled to begin burn
ing 850 tons of 5.56mm and 7.62mm 
;immunition used in M-1& rifles and 
other weapons. Destruction of the am
munition will take about four months. 

Jim Speer, spokesman for the _the 
Army's Roe~ Island Arsenal in Illinois, 
said the Army decided to "demilita
rize" the bullets after their contamina
tion by DDT in the early 1970s. 

Army records are _ sketchy • about 
what happened to the ammunition, but · 
from what officials could piece togeth
er, the boxes containing the bullets 
were sprayed before they were shipped 
from Vietnam to an army depot in 
Oregon. The · purpose was to prevent 
bugs and 'other pests from being inad
vertently shipped to the United States. 

1'he boxes sat in Oregon for several 
years before-Army officials discovered 
the contamination, said Speer. 

been stored for the past several years 
awaiting their turn in the ovens. 

Jerry Varviere of the arsenal's in
dustrial division said the the ovens will 
be heated to 1000 degrees Fahrenheit. 
The heat wi_ll cause the powder to ex
plode and the lea ~ nd brass to~ elt, h~ 
said. 

Jim Wade, an Aurora ammunition 
dealer, estimated the bullets would 
cost the Army about 10 cents each to 
replace. 

He was incensed about the waste of 
money and ammunition. 

"That's the most ridiculous thing I've 
ever heard," said Wade. "I'd buy them 
for a penny a piece and just rinse them 

· with solvent. That's all you need to do.~ ' 

He said the Army was concerned • 
that the DDT would rub off onto sol
diers. 

The bullets were then shipped to the . 
• arsenal in Denver w}lere they have 
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T H E W H I T E 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

0 F F I C E 

FEBRUARY 3, 1983 

REMARKS: PER MR. DEAVER'S INSTRUCTIONS, A REPLY IS REQUESTED 
WITHIN 10 DAYS 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

122208 

LETTER, DATED JANUARY 21, 1983 

MICHAEL DEAVER TO; 

FROM: MR. PETER B. CARDIELLO 
1614 EAST 53RD STREET 
BROOKLYN NY 11234 

( R l:C El'J':"D 

FEB 8 1983 

SUBJECT: WRITER OPPOSES THE CONFISCATION OF GUNS -
FEELS THAT MANDITORY SENTENCING FOR CRIMES 
INVOLVING A GUN SHOULD BE ENFORCED 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 

CDCU 

DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
P ESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 



Preside ntial Ai de M. Dea v er 

'l h e Fh i te House 
vash ing ton D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr . Deaver , 

r6r4 Ea st 53rd . Street 
Br ooklyn N. Y. II2 34 
January 2I , I983 

122208 

I oppose gun confisc2tion . f ditory sentencing for crimes in -

volving a gun , should be enforced . 

Thank you . 

Yours trµly , 
Peter B. Cardiello 

Dec. Unit 10 O 
Ofc. of LSS 




