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Dear Senator Riegle: 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

NOV I I 

I am pleased to be able to furnish more information in 
response to your letters to the President about the situation 
of the Angelika Kranich family. 

Our Ambassador to the German Democratic Republic has raised 
the case twice and stressed your concern on behalf of your 
constituent, Dr. R. W. Schmieding, Angelika Kranich ' s uncle. 

Our Ambassador was recently informed in response to his 
representations that the emigration application of Angelika 
Kranich ' s family is being worked on actively. However, the 
case is a difficult one because both Angelika Kranich and her 
husband are physicians, and the GDR is reluctant to allow too 
many physicians to emigrate . 

The Ambassador will continue to express our concern about 
the case, particularly in view of the fact that both Angelika 
Kranich ' s parents are suffering from colon cancer and that she 
and her family hope to be reunited with them in the Federal 
Republic of Germany as soon as possible. 

I regret that we cannot report more encouraging news, but 
we will continue to support the Kranichs' emigration request. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

The Honorab l e 

t?;=l 7 
J . Edward Fox 

Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs 

Donald w. Riegle, Jr., 
United States Senate. 
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Dear Senator Riegle: 

United States Depart111ent of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

SEP 2 0 1988 

The President has asked that I reply to your letter of 
August 30, regarding the concern of your constituent Dr. R.W. 
Schmieding about the efforts of his niece to emigrate from the 
German Democratic Republic to the Federal Republic of Germany. 

The President is not planning to meet Chairman Honecker, 
but we will ask our Embassy in Berlin to raise the case with 
the German Democratic Republic as well as bring your interest 
to the attention of the Permanent Mission of the Federal 
Republic of Germany. 

Both the Secretary and Deputy Secretary John Whitehead have 
stressed the importance the Unitf·d States attaches to free 
emigration in their meetings with GDR leaders. However, in 
specific family reunification cases that do not involve 
American citizens, the GDR invariably turns aside our 
representations as interference in its internal affairs. 

We sincerely hope that Dr. Schmieding's niece can be 
reunited as soon as possible with her parents, particularly in 
view of the need for Mr. and Mrs. Kranich to have medical 
treatment, and will continue to stress to the GDR its 
obligati on to live up to its commitments under the Helsinki 
accords in this and other cases. 

I regret that we cannot hold out more hope that our 
representations will be successful . 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

The l-lrn1orahl1? 

Cr 17 
,J. Edward Fox 

Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Aff<lirs 

Donald W. Riegle, Jr., 
United States Senate. 
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September 15, 1988 

Dear Senator Riegle: 

Thank you for your September 8 letter 
clarifying information that you provided in 
earlier correspondence on behalf of 
Angelika Kranich and her family. 

You may be assured that I will see that 
this information is conveyed to those 
individuals reviewing your earlier letter. 

With best wishes, 

Cordially, 

Alan M. Kranowitz 
Assistant to the President 

The Honorable Donald W. Riegle, Jr. 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

AMK:KRJ: 

cc: w/copy of inc to Ed Fox, cong affrs, 
State - for DIRECT response 
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September 1, 1988 

8826287 

Dear Senator Riegle: 

Thank you !or your letter of August 30 to the President 
regarding Angelika ~ranich and her family who wish to emigrate 
to the Federal Republic of Germany. 

We appreciate being advised of your interest in this matter. 
In an effort to be of •••i•tance, we have forwarded your 
letter to appropriate Adainiatration officiala for their 
careful review. You will receive a aore detailed response in 
the near future. 

Thank you again for taking the time to write. 

With best wishes, 

Cordially, 

Alan M. ~ranowitz 
A■ aiatant to the President 

The Honorable Donald w. Riegle, Jr. 
United States Senate 
Washingto~, D.C. 20510 

AMK:KRJ• 

cc: 
wf/copy of inc 
or DIRECT to Ed Fox, C 

ongressional 
Affairs, State --
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

August 30, 1988 

L/3 
ft<\:ACTION r laa:slgnedlo C( 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

Recently I was contacted by one of my constituents, Dr. R.W. 
Schmieding, who expressed grave concern about his niece, Angelika 
Kranich and her family, who live in the German Democratic 
Republic. In 1987, Angelika and her husband Rolf-Dieter, along 
with their son Holger and daughter Wiebke, applied to their 
government for permission to emigrate to the Federal Republic of 
Germany, where Angelika's parents reside. As of today, they 
still have not received a reply. 

This case is of particular urgency because both Mrs. Kranich and 
her husband suffer from colon cancer. Rolf-Dieter's condition is 
so severe that he needs colostomy surgery. Allowing this family 
of four to emigrate would not only reunite them with their 
relatives in the West, it would also allow Mr. and Mrs. Kranich 
to receive badly needed medical treatment. 

I respectfully request that this case be brought up at every 
appropriate opportunity during meetings between U.S. and East 
German officials. In this regard, I understand that, within the 
next several months, a meeting may occur between you and Chairman 
Honecker. Should such an event occur, I urge you to raise this 
case with the Chairman, so that approval of this family's 
emigration request might be expedited. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

Jr. 

DWR/ cjh __ ;-
' I n cc: T¼~ ijono:Jit}M George Shultz 

ri ..... , 

- ' . I C - J}S i;; ;,.il 
.J :~ : • ..! 
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THE: WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

t1f)c2 __ ~t 
-~,':~·, \>~ - ·,J!£J o 5 ilJ Z 

MEMORANDUM 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

May 23, 1988 

FOR CLAYTON YEUTTER 
NANCY RISQUE -

OO}W C. ~:: l~ 
The Germa~cratic Republic 

cJ2LJLJ lj 
J~/uiJ3!J 

;.:-~~~£1)/ 
; -~LJLJ~-/.S 

Sen.a.to- athia et with..Senator Baker last week and asked that 
=-a-tor Baker explore with Secxetary Shultz the possibility of 

otiating ~it th German emocratic Republic (DDR) for the 
=~=e .:;a.;;t _ of reparations from World War II for the Jewish victims 

the Holocaust. Senator Baker conveyed to Senator Mathais that 
he did not think he could be of much help with this situation but 
would pass it along. 

Please let me know your views on this subject. Thank you. 

Attachment 
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~o: Bob Drown for Senator ·Mathias \, •. ) 
FROM: Warren Eisenberg, Mark P.pAt.Ai,-V~ 
May 6, 1988 

Since the 1950's various neqotiations have taken place between 
the government of the DOR and the United States Conference for 
Jewish Material Claims Against Germany, acting on behalf of 
Jewish victims of the Holocaust. 

Unlike the FRG, the DOR denie& being a aucceaaor •tate to the 
Third Reich, claimin9 that Socialists and Communi•t• were also 
persecuted by the Nazis. Therefore, they acknowledge no 
respon3ibility toward the Jewish people for loa■ of life or 
property. However, in the 1960'• the DDR made an o!!er of 
$1,000,000, which they described as a gesture of good will 
implying no ~esposibility or obligation. It was rejected as 
insufficient. 

since then, there have been various slow starts at negotiating 
this and other issues bet~een the United States and the DOR, such 
as matler5 of Soclal Security olailllG and U.S. claims tor American 
property in Germany on May a, 1945. The other questions are not 
explicitly linked to Jewish claims, but when the DOR attempts to 
improve its relations with the U.S., particularly to get MFN, all 
the issues emerge and ne9otiations progress. 

In the past few years, Saul ~a9an and Ri:lbbi Iarael Miller of the 
Claims Conference have reached a point in their negotiations 
where the DOR seems to be, or to have been, considering a payment 
in the neiglilio:t.'huod u£ $100,000,000. 

The Department of State has been supportive of t~ese efforts and 
cooperative, as has the Treasury Department. Secretary Shultz 
apparently persu~ded Secretary Baker personally of the 
desirability of seeing progress in this regard. 

Last Autumn, top DOR officiala gave the impression that a 
decision in principle had been reached and, in time, the results 
would be forthcoming. We assumed the dealy to be a matter of 

/ negotiating a payment schedule !or admittedly large aums of hard 
currency. 

The talks now 5eem to have bogged down, and there is concern that 
the DOR may be drawing back from its previously implied 
commitm·ents. We have been asked to solicit help, including 
possibly Sen. Baker. Perhaps he could indicate directly to the 
DOR authorities, or to Secretary Shultz, that he would like to 
see prO<Jress in this area. 

Our desire is to find non-confrontational ways to make clear to 
the DDR that it serves their interests in other area• to move 
!orward with the settlement they have auggeated regarding Jewish 
material c::laim.s. 

:::. 
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