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lhe uonoraule Clai~ornc Pell 
United States Senate 
wa~hington, D. c. 20510 

~ear benator Pell: 

The Whice llousd bas asked i:,e to reply to your Hoveaber 15 
lett~r, with respect to support for Dr. Robert Sinon's 
!lur.1ani tar ian projecc, the International Me<.?ical Corps, which 
seeKs to provide A~tlical care to the Afghan people. 

You nay be awara that Congres3 has recently nade available $2 
~illion for nedical assistance to Afghans. The Departnent of 
Stcttt:: is in c.harge of an !nter-Agency Task Force to oversee the 
effective use of these funda, ~nd is currently consulting on 
how tnis r.1ay be accotapliahed. The Task Force is aware of Dr. 
Si~on's plans and will give careful thought to now bis project 
eight oc assisted. ·· ·-""'·, 

Sincerely, 
l 

7'1ff Dee J,,n l!,nl. tll . dt$\ 
f\ \ 

James o• Meara \J 
Acting Directo: 
Office of Legislative Affairs 

----·- . ·-·-··-

I 
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LETTER, DATED OCTOBER 4,· 1984 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

THE HONORABLE CLAIBORNE PELL 
UNITED STATES SENATE 
WASHINGTON DC 20510 

WRITE ON BEHALF OF DR. ROBERT SIMON, THE 
FIRST AMERICAN PHYSICIAN TO GO TO AFGHANISTAN 
& THE FOUNDER OF THE INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL 
CORP. OFFER THEIR SUPPORT IN OBTAINING FONDS 
FROM THE AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
FOR DR. SIMON, WHO PLANS TO RETURN 'l'O 
AFGHANISTAN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. . . 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN .9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
ONDERSIG~ED AT 456-7486 . 

. . 
- RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
· ·(OR DRAFT ) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOOSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

· - ,~ .-n1so1 - • v ~U 
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November a, 1984 

D~ar Senator Pella 

Thank you for your October, letter, which we received on 
_OctobeF 24, reg~rding the saedic~l work which Dr. Robert Simon 
and the International Medical Corps are performing in 

- Afghanistan. 

In your . letter you indicated that surgeons, along with 
arr.bulances and medical supplies which the International 
Medical Corps car. supply, are~ high priority in Afghanistan. 

We appreciate receiving your recommendation that funding be 
provided to this group, and w~ wi ll ask tbe appropriate 
-officiAls to review this request. I am sure that the points 
which you raised will be taken into con6ideration and that you 
will be contacted as further information becomes available. 

With best wishes; 

Sincere l~• , 

K. 8. Ogl~sby, Jr. 
A•~istant to the Pr~sid~nt 

• 

· The honorable· Claiborne Pell 
Onited States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

MBO:KRJ:TJR:tjr 

. 
• 

~ w/copy of inc to Kelley Kammerer, Leqis Affrs, AID - . for· 
DIRECT response 

-I 
l 



November 8, 1984 

Dear Senator Pell1 

Thank yog for yoar October 4 letter, which we received on 
October 2,, regarding the medical work vbicb Dr. Robert Simon 
•n4 the International Medical Corpe are perfo.l'llling in 
Afghanistan. 

In your letter you ·. d' ted that ·go. , along with 
ambulances end medical supplies which the - ,ternational 
Medical Corpa can apply, are a hi9b priority in Af9hanietan. 

lie appreciate receiving yoar r•cOllllendation that fundin9 be 
provided t:o this 9ro11p, and we will ask the appropriate 
official• to revi v thi.e reque•~• I am aure that tbe point• 
which you raised will be taken into conaideration and that you 
will be contacted as further inforaa.tion becoae• available. 

With bes~ viabee, 

N. a. Oglesby, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 

The Honorable Claiborne Pell 
United Stat•• Senate 
Wuhington, o.c. 20510 

MBO:KRJ:TJR:tjr 

cc: w/copy of inc to Kelley Kammerer, Legis Affrs, AID - for 
DIRECT response 
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October 4, 1984 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr~ President: 

tinittd ~tatts ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 205 10 

2G7545 

We are writing on behalf of Dr. Robert Simon, the first American 
physician to go to Afghanistan. Dr~ Simon is the founder of the 
International Medical Corp, with a membership of two hundred and 
fifty medical personnel and a professor of E~ergency Medicine at 
the University of California at Los Angeles. He plans to return to 
Afghanistan as soon as funds can be generated for 8 teams of 
medical and surgical personnel. 

Since the Soviets expelled the Red Cross, the Afghan people have 
had no Internal humanitarian assistance. The French medical teams 
working i nside Afghanistan have one serious deficiency; they cannot 
perform surgery, except for emergency amputations. As Dr. Simon 
stated at his forum~ "to be wounded in Afghanistan is to be as good 
as dead." Travel time to Pakistan is life-threatening for those 
people whose injuries require surgery. 

We would like to offer our support in obtaining funds from the 
Agency for International Development for Dr. Simon and the 
International Medical Corp~ We feel that the provision of 
surgeons, along with ambulances and medical supplies, are matters 
of the highest priority . The program outlined by the International 
Medical Corp would include training of Afghan civilians as medics 
so that in the future fewer Americans will be involved. 

At the present time~ there is a critical need for surgical 
treatment in Afghanistan~ The International Medical Corp can meet 
that need and will give the plight of the Afghan people the 
visability and some of the humanitarian aid they deserve . 

Sincerely, 

/ .-..· ,1_ __ -;;t'1 
Claiborne Pell 

cc: The Honorable Peter McPherson 
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. BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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Executive 
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W. L. Holter - Mt 
Frank Irey, Jr. - Pa 
Thaddeus Kaminski· II 
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Hal W. La Belle - Ut 
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John Lunenschloss - Wi 
Franklin L. Martin - Ca 
William F. McClain• Ga 
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Don Ommodt • ND 
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William Talsma • Mi 
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.4DVISORY BOARD 
Rep. Bill Archer• Tx 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20200 

Dear President Reagan: 

April 26, 1985 

We urge you to disco_11U.nue . ..dLplamatic: . ...r~J9_tJ.Q.I1.Q .Y,.l,th 
the Communist go"'.:~_l!)..!llJIDts of AJ_g_hanistan_,._.92_m.J~.g;Jj,g_., 
Angol'a,·Suifriam·,··Mozambique and Nicaragua. We appeal 
to youto- recognTze'°Freedom·--p-igliferGovemments-in-Exile 
for each of these countries and to cut-off a 11 trade with these 
puppet regimes. We ask that U.S. subsidies and most 
favored trade relations be denied to any nation that continues 
trade with our enemy. We must then aid our friends in de
stroying Hind Helicopter gunships and chemical weaponry at 
lea st. 

C(ae)zar Gorbachev's decision to abrogate all agreements 
requiring on-the-ground verification by shooting American 
verifiers like MajorArthurD. Nicholson, Jr. The Constitution 
does not delegate Foreign Policy decisions to the Congress 
and even the Democrats recognize the genocide Holocausts 
in Afghanistan and Cambcxiia. 

Sincerely, 

THL:jg 

~H-~ 
Thomas H. la timer 
Executive Vice President 

CODE OF BUSINESS ETHICS 

Rep. Robert E. Badham - Ca 
Hon. L. A. "Skip" Bafalis - Fl 
Hon. Rabin Beard - Tn 
Rep. Michael Bilirakis - Fl 
Rep. John Breaux - La 
Rep. Wm. S. Broomfield - Mi 
Rep. Hank Brown• Co 
Rep. Carrall A. Campbell -SC 
Rep. Bill Chappell - Fl 
Rep. Dan Coats • In 
Senator Thad Cochran - Ms 
Rep. Tom Corcoran • II 
Rep. Philip M. Crane • II 
Rep. Hal Daub • Ne 
Senator Pete V. Damenici • NM 
Rep. David Dreier - Ca 
Rep. Mickey Edwards - Ok 
Rep. Newt Gingrich - Ga 
Senator Charles E. Granley - la 
Rep. Sam B. Hall, Jr. - Tx 
Rep. John Hammerschmidt - Ar 
Rep. Kent Hance - Tx 
Rep. Gearge Hansen - Id 
Rep. Thomas F. Hartnett - SC 
Senator Orrin 8. Hatch - Ut 
Senator Jesse Helms - NC 
Rep. John P. Hiler • In 
Rep. Marjorie S. Halt · Md 
Rep. Carra II Hubbard - Ky 
Rep. Jerry Huckaby - La 
Mayor William Hudnut - In 
Rep. Jack Kemp - NY 
Rep. Thomas N. Kindness • Oh 
Hon. Phil M. Landrum - Ga 
Rep. Delbert L. l.alla - Oh 
Rep. Robert L. Livingston - La 
Rep. Trent Loll• Ms 
Rep. Bill Lowery - Ca 
Rep. Dan Marriall - Ut 
Rep. Larry P. McDonald • Ga* 
Rep. Bob McEwen - Oh 
Rep. Carlos J. Moorhead • Ca 
Rep. G. V. Montgamery • Ms 
Rep. John T. Myers • In 
Rep. Charles Pa1hayan, Jr. - Ca 
Hon. John J. Rhodes • Az 
Rep. Don Ritter - Pa 
Hon. John Rouuelot - Ca 
Rep. Eldon D. Rudd - Az 
Rep. Richard T. Schulze - Pa 
Rep. Norman Shumway• Ca 
Rep. E. G. Bud Shuster . Pa 
Rep. Joe Skeen • NM 
Rep. Virginia Smith - Ne 
Rep. Gene Snyder - Ky 
Rep. Gerold 8. Salamon - NY 
Rep. Charles W. Stenholm • Tx 
Rep. Bab Stump • Az 
Rep. Gene Taylor - Mo 
Rep. Guy Yonder Jagt - Mi 
Hon. Joe Waggoner, Jr. - La 
Rep. Vin Weber - Mn 
Rep. G . Wm. Whitehurst · Va 
Rep. Larry Winn, Jr.• Ks 
Senator Edward Zorinsky - Ne 

*Martyred August 31, 1983 

(1) Thou shalt have no other gods before Me; (2) Nor make any graven image; (3) Nor take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; (4) Remember the Sabbath day to 
keep ~ holy; (5) HoQor thy father and mother; (6) Thou shalt not murder; (7) Nor conun~ adultery; (8) Nor steal; (9) Nor perjure; (10) Nor cCNet thy neighbor's property. 
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Mr. Emery S. -Pal 
3773 west 113rd st·reet 
Cleveland, Ohio 44111 

Dear Mr. Pal: 

-
United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

April 1_, 198.S 

The .White House asked me to respond to your letter of 
January 31, expressing concern · about Afghanistan and the 
weapons you feel the Afghan Freedom Fighters need for their 
struggle against soviet · aggression. I regret that you did not 
receive a reply to your previous correspondence; the heavy 
volume of mail received at · the White House occasionally results 
in misplaced letters. Nevertheless, you can be assured that . 
the President is aware of your concerns, and appreciates your 
taking the time to write him on this important issue. 

The United States strongly opposes the soviet occupation -
of -Afghanistan, and seeks the removal of Soviet troops from 
that war-torn land. The u.s.s.R.'s invasion and continuing 
occupation is an example of soviet willingness to use its 
military might beyond its border in ways that .threaten peace, 
stability .and freedom in the Southwest and south Asian regions, 
as well as throughout the world. For this reason, it is 
essential that soviet aggression in Afghanistan not succeed. 

As President Reagan reiterated on September 24 to the 
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), the United States is 
committed to seeking a negotiated political settlement for 
Afghanistan based on the principles spelled out in six UNGA 
resolutions. These resolutions call for an immediate 
withdrawal of foreign troops from Afghanistan; reaffirm the 
right of the Afghan people to determine their own form of 
government and to choose their economic, political, and social 
system; reiterate . that the pres~rvation of the sovereignty, 
ter ri tor ial integrity, political .ind~pendence, and non-aligned 
character of Afghanistan is ~-seritial for a peaceful solution 
of the problem; and call for the creation of conditions which 
would enable the Afghan refugees to return voluntarily to their 
homes in safety and honor. · 

Unfortunately, the prospects for an early political 
settlement do not appear bright. The soviets seem prepared for 
a · long struggle, and have shown n~ willingness to negotiate a 
withdrawal of their forces • . With their increasingly brutal 
reprisal tactics against civilians and civilian -areas, the 
soviets seem to feel they can prevail through a cynical policy 
of attrition and that the world will simply look the other way. 



C 
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The Afghan people, for their part, have demonstrated a 
remarkable determination to resist the Soviet invader. The 
resistance fighters are more numerous, better armed, and more 
effective than ever before. After five long years of mounting 
bloodshed on both sides, the conflict remains a bitter 
stalemate and the Soviets face the bleak prospect of an 
open-ended military struggle. 

The United States Government has repeatedly made clear to 
soviet leaders that their army's presence in Afghanistan is and 
will remain a serious impediment to a fundamental improvement 
in our relations. This was stated most recently in Vienna by 
Assistant Secretary of state Richard Murphy in his •experts• 
talks on the Middle East with his Soviet counterpart. We will 
continue to speak out against the soviets' brutal repression of 
the Afghan people, and will work with those seeking to ·focus 
world attention on Soviet atrocities and to bring about an 
early withdrawal of Soviet forces. The question of how we can 
bring home to the soviet Union the full cost of its aggression 
in Afghanistan is under constant review. 

As President Reagan said in his statement released on the 
December 27 fifth anniversary of the soviet invasion , • •• • we 
will not forget the people of Afghanistan who are struggling to 
live once again among the free nations of the world . These 
brave people will continue to have the support of all Americans 
in their noble struggle .• 

Sincerely , 

Robert A. Peck 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 

Bureau of Near Eastern and south Asia Affairs 

"-• 
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President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

President Reagan, 

N509065 

3773 West 133 Street 
Cleveland, Ohio 44111 

January 31, 1985 

As a citizen of this great country I feel it is my patriotic duty to 
write to you about what I feel is important to the welfare of this nation. 
I am aware of the constant threat the Soviet Union and its allies pose 
towards all free nations of the world. 

I think the United States should continue to take a tough stand on 
issues dealing with the Soviet Union. I urge you to continue to supply the 
brave people of Afghanistan with weapons. I've read in the news magazines 
that although arms are getting through to the guerrillas the amount of 
weapons is not enough. I think the government should send more and better 
quality weapons including anti-aircraft missiles, so the guerrilla will be 
able to combat the enormous a.mount of air superiority that the Russian 
forces possess. The United States cannot let the braVB people of Afghanistan 
become slaves of the Soviet empire like it did when the Soviets invaded 
Hungary in 1956. The government of the United States didn't help then but 
there is still time to help now, before it is to late. 

Could you please reply personally. I've written two other letters but have 
received no reply. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

~J_Pttl 
Emery S. Pal 

,-A -
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May 21, 1985 

Dear Senator Humphrey: 

I have reviewed the record involved in implementing the Presi
dent's program to provide humanitarian assistance to the Afghans. 
I agree with you that it has taken longer to launch that we would 
both like. I am, however, persuaded that the funding problems 
have been surmounted, that meaningful planning has now been 
undertaked, and~ can assure you that this program will be moving 
forward rapidly. 

I am also pleased to note that you have pushed through the Senate 
a $15 million amendment to the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 
providing for humanitarian assistance to the Afghans. This will 
be very helpful. Subject to appropriate consultations with the 
Pakistanis, such a program has the promise of providing meaning
ful assistance to the Afghans and to the national infrastructure 
currently being so brutally attacked by the Soviets. 

Sincerely, 

Donald T. Regan 
Chief of Staff to the 

President of the United States 

The Honorable Gordon J. Humphrey 
The United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH INGTON 

May 18, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR DONALD T. REGAN 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ROBERT C. McFARLAN~ 

Humanitarian Aid to
1 

A{ghanistan 

3496 

There is considerable truth to Senator Humphrey's charge that 
the government has been very slow in getting off the mark. I 
should underscore, however, that it was a Presidential initia
tive which called for overt humanitarian assistance to the 
Mujeheddin. We provided a plane load of medical supplies in 
the fall of 1984 to accompany the Vice President to Pakistan 
for the Mujeheddin. The White House subsequently called for a 
$6 million federal program. 

Part of the problem has been Department of State's and AID's 
inability to identify funds for the humanitarian program. 
This problem has been resolved, and funds have been found for 
the full $6 million program. A detailed conference took place 
in London to review appropriate procedures for spending the 
food and medical funds. Ambassador Helman is in Pakistan now 
formalizing this process. We are attempting to set in motion 
a process which ~ill hold not only for the current activity 
but also for the projected $15 million program in FY 86. This 
new program will be funded as an amendment to the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961 and will provide for humanitarian 
assistance, including food, clothing, and medical assistance. 

The effort has to be closely coordinated with the Pakistani 
Government, as all these programs run through Pakistan. There 
have been a number of entreaties from Capitol Hill to move 
more rapidly. While these concerns are understandable, they 
do ignore the basic fact that we can go only as fast as we are 
given running room by the Pakistanis. Some of the Congres
sional supporters of the Mujeheddin have been particularly 
anxious to provide assistance to American doctors to go to 
Afghanistan. This has serious political ramifications, and we 
have been exploring this option very carefully before under
writing an effort to fund American private doctors serving in 
a humanitarian capacity in Afghanistan. 

Attached at Tab A is a proposed response for you to send to 
Senator Humphrey. 

Attachment 
Tab A Draft Ltr to Sen Humphrey 



Dear Senator Humphrey: 

We appreciate the energetic efforts that you have undertaken 

in support of the freedom fighters in Afghanistan. We share 

your concern that the current Soviet practice of genocide 

against the civilian population in Afghanistan requires 

careful yet immediate action. This practice must continue to 

be condemned by the Administration, Congress, and the private 

sector. 

I have reviewed the record involved in implementing the 

President's program to provide humanitarian assistance to the 

Afghans. I agree with you that it has taken longer to launch 

than we would both like. I am, however, persuaded that the 

funding problems have been surmounted, that meaningful plan-
' 

ning has now been undertaken, and I can assure you that this 

program will be moving forward rapidly. 

I am also pleased to note that you have pushed through the 

Senate a $15 million amendment to the Foreign Assistance Act 

of 1961 providing for humanitarian assistance to the Afghans. 

This will be very helpful. Subject to appropriate consulta

tions with the Pakistanis, such a program has the promise of 

providing meaningful assistance to the Afghans and to the 

national infrastructure currently being so brutally attacked 

by the Soviets. 

Sincerely yours, 
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DONALD T. REGAN 
CHIEF OF STAFF 

our attention an issue which I 
United States• ability to 
policy goals. While U.S • 
. hters in Afghanistan, and they 
eous protectors of freedom, 
~r food and medicine to 
opulation choosing to remain 

lt 1s widely accepted that Soviet strategy in 
Afghanistan is to "eliminate the fishes by emptying the sea." 
They have declared war on the civilian population who aid the 
freedom fighters, and have been very effectively practicing 

• "migratory genocide." In excess of four million Afghans have 
sought refuge outside the country -- approximately one third 
of the total population -- the world's largest refugee 
population. The overall budget for the refugees in Pakistan 
is estimated in excess of $400 million per year from a number 
of international sources. 

There can be no question that the best interests of the 
freedom fighters are served by assisting a civilian 
population, anxious to remain in their homes, and in their 
country, in doing so. However, the re~ tape involved in 
providing humanitarian assistance tote Afghans inside 
Afghanistan has rendered us virtually helpless in meeting our 
objectives. The State Department has recently completed 
spending $2 million earmarked last (@11 by Congressman Wilson 
for humanitarian aid to the Afghans. Since mid-Hpvernbet the 
State Department has been discussing a human'iiarian aid 
program of $6 million in food and medical programs. After 
much hardship in locating the funds, White House approval was 
given in mid-F@htY@CY for this expenditure. Although $2 
million was then identified for that purpose it has not yet 
beep spent. I am told that the other$~ million wiii be 
Tdentified any day now, this has been the answer I have been 
getting for weeks, and as you can see, months. / / 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 18, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR DONALD T. REGAN 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ROBERT C. McFARLAN~ 

Humanitarian Aid to Afghanistan 

3496 

There is considerable truth to Senator Humphrey's charge that 
the government has been very slow in getting off the mark. I 
should underscore, however, that it was a Presidential initia
tive which called for overt humanitarian assistance to the 
Mujeheddin. We provided a plane load of medical supplies in 
the fall of 1984 to accompany the Vice President to Pakistan 
for the Mujeheddin. The White House subsequently called for a 
$6 million federal program. 

Part of the problem has been Department of State's and AID's 
inability to identify funds for the humanitarian program. 
This problem has been resolved, and funds have been found for 
the full $6 million program. A detailed conference took place 
in London to review appropriate procedures for spending the 
food and medical funds. Ambassador Helman is in Pakistan now 
formalizing this process. We are attempting to set in motion 
a process which will hold not only for the current activity 
but also for the projected $15 million program in FY 86. This 
new program will be funded as an amendment to the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961 and will provide for humanitarian 
assistance, including food, clothing, and medical assistance. 

The effort has to be closely coordinated with the Pakistani 
Government, as all these programs run through Pakistan. There 
have been a number of entreaties from Capitol Hill to move 
more rapidly. While these concerns are understandable, they 
do ignore the basic fact that we can go only as fast as we are 
given running room by the Pakistanis. Some of the Congres
sional supporters of the Mujeheddin have been particularly 
anxious to provide assistance to American doctors to go to 
Afghanistan. This has serious political ramifications, and we 
have been exploring this option very carefully before under
writing an effort to fund American private doctors serving in 
a humanitarian capacity in Afghanistan. 

Attached at Tab A is a proposed response for you to send to 
Senator Humphrey. 

Attachment 
Tab A Draft Ltr to Sen Humphrey 



Dear Senator Humphrey: 

· We appreciate the energetic efforts that you have undertaken 

in support of the freedom fighters in Afghanistan. We share 

your concern that the current Soviet practice of genocide 

against the civilian population in Afghanistan requires 

careful yet innnediate action. This practice must continue to 

be condemned by the Administration, Congress, and the private 

sector. 

I have reviewed the record involved in implementing the 

President's program to provide hwnanitarian assistance to the 

Afghans. I agree with you that it has taken longer to launch 

than we would both like. I am, however, persuaded that the 

funding problems have been surmounted, that meaningful plan

ning has now been undertaken, and I can assufe you that this 

program will be .moving forward rapidly. 

I am also pleased to note that you have pushed through the 

Senate a $15 million amendment to the Foreign Assistance Act 

of 1961 providing for humanitarian assistance to the Afghans. 

This will be very helpful. Subject to appropriate consulta

tions with the Pakistanis, such a program has the promise of 

providing meaningful assistance to the Afghans and to the 

national infrastructure currently being so brutally attacked 

by the Soviets. 

Sincerely yours, 
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NATIONAL S;EOURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION 

May 16, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. McFARLANE 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WALTER RAYMOND, JR. lA,(.. 

Humanitarian Aid to Afghanistan 

3496 

I have prepared a rather frank memorandum for you to send to 
Don Regan (Tab I). Attached at Tab A to yo~r memorandum is a 
proposed draft response for Don to send to Senator Humphrey. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the 

Approve 
"'-" ..,.r< ... ~~, ... 

Chris Lehman, Don Fortier, 
concur. 

Attachments 

Tab I Memo to Regan 

· to Don Regan at Tab I. 

Disapprove ___ _ 
,.,.< ~'-" ;t ~ 

Boward Teicher, and Jacx Matlock 

Tab A Draft Ltr to Sen Humphrey 
Tab II Ltr fr Sen Humphrey, Apr 24, 85 
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GORDON J. HUMPHREY 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 

\lnittd £,tatt.s £,matt 
'IDaslingtDII. M 2'111 

April 24, 1985 

The Honorable Donald T. Regan 
Chief of Staff to the President 
of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Don: 

I would like to bring to your attention an issue which I 
believe impacts heavily on the United States' ability to 
successfully implement foreign policy goals. While U.S. 
policy supports the freedom fighters in Afghanistan, and they 
are commonly held out as courageous protectors of freedom, 
they are currently crying out for food and medicine to 
protect the innocent civilian population choosing to remain 
in their own country. 

It is widely accepted that Soviet strategy in 
Afghanistan is to "eliminate the fishes by emptying the sea." 
They have declared war on the civilian population who aid the 
freedom fighters, and have been very effectively practicing 
"migratory genocide." In excess of four million Afghans have 
sought refuge outside the country -- approximately one third 
of the total population -- the world's largest refugee 
population. The overall budget for the refugees in Pakistan 
is estimated in excess of $400 million per year from a number 
of international sources. 

There can be no question that the best interests of the 
freedom fighters are served by assisting a civilian 
population, anxious to remain in their homes, and in their 
country, in doing so. However, the re~ tape involved in 
providing humanitarian assistance to t e Afghans inside 
Afghanistan has rendered us virtually helpless in meeting our 
objectives. The State Department has recently completed 
spending $2 million earmarked last fall by Congressman Wilson 
for humanitarian aid to the Afghans. Since mid-Ngyemhet the 
State Department has been discussing a human°1 t arian aid 
program of $6 million in food and medical programs. After 
much hardship in locating the funds, White House approval was 
given in mid-Fehcµary for this expenditure. Although $2 
million was then identified for that purpose it has not yet 
beep spent. I am told that the other $4 million wlii be 
l dentified any day now, this has been the answer I have been 
getting for weeks, and as you can see, months. / / . -



The Honorable Donald T. Regan 
April 24, 1985 
Page 2 

Unfortunately, as you well know, to the Afghans time is 
in short supply. I would greatly appreciate it if you could 
use your good offices to insure that a mechanism exists for 
the effective and expeditious delivery of humanitarian aid to 
the Afghans. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

With warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

GJH/nw 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION 

May 10, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN M. POINDEXTER 

FROM: WALTER RAYMOND, JR. 

SUBJECT: 
Event on Af 

at Cap;jtgJ 

., 
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JlilJ. fG;- tJ( CI 
I ~(} -Following our discussion at the ODSM meeting on May 9, 

discussed the possibility of Administration participation at 
the Afghanistan event sponsored by the Committee for a Free 
Afghanistan on May 14. The press release at Tab I spells out 
in more detail this proposed event. Elliott does not person
ally want to participate in advance of his hearings. He 
recommends that one Administration spokesman be present. We 
considered alternatives and came up with the suggestion that 
Gene Douglas represent us. 

Chuck I,,ichen~tw. J!l,UJ.. ~~t; i,cip~ ~E} , as elected Sena!~~ 
and Congres~.n.;....... If you concur or have a better proposal, 
please let me know as soon as possible so that I can respond 
to the request from General Milnor Roberts, Chairman of the 
Committee for a Free Afghanistan. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That an Administratio1 spokesman participate. 

Approve ~ Disapprove 

That Gene Douglas br ked to speak for the Administration. 

Approve Disapprove 

Other candidates? 

Chris t~oncurs. 

Attachment 

Tab I Press Release 
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PRESS RELEASE 

14 MAY RALLY AT THE CAPITOL STEPS BY D.C. HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENTS 

--The genocide in Afghanistan has now reached the point 

where nore than 10,000 youth have been taken from their 

families to the Soviet Union for at least ten years of 

'reeducation'. High School students are, for the first 

time, trying to make others aware of what is happening 

to those their own age in Afghanistan. 

The theme of the rally will be symbolized by balloons 

calling for the Soviet Union to retJrn the Afghan children that 

will be carried by the protesters. 

The rally is the very first of its kind; while the 

horrors of Ethiopia and South Africa have garnered great 

attention throughout the media, and many marches have 

taken place over those issues, there have been no marches 

by Americans against these atrocities. Many D.C. youth 

think it is time that changed. 

--Sponsored by the Committee for a Free Afghanistan and 

two local chapters of Junior Statesmen of America with 

participants from approximately 20 local high schools and 

their political awareness societies. 

--To take place at the c e ntra l steps on the East side of the 
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Capitol Building at 4:00 p.m. on May 14. 

- - Guest speakers, representing a clear bi-partisan interest 

in the issue, include: Ambassador Charles Lichenstein, 

Senator Gordon Humphrey (R-N.H.) chairman of the Congressional 

Afghan Task Force, Senator Steve Symms (R-ID.), Congressman 

Barney Frank (D-Mass.), Congressman Robert Lagomarsino (R-Calif.) 

Congressman Charles Wilson (D-TX.) and ~aren McKay, executive 

director of the Committee for a Free Afghanistan. Others also 

are planned to speak and their names will be listed in an update 

to this release. 

For further information please contact Mary Spencer, 202-546-7577 
at the Committee for a Free Afghanistan or Neil Gorsuch, 
703-823-5564, student. 
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Date: August 6, 1985 Subject: Letter of appreciation 
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from recent surgery 
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Mr. Mohammed Ibrahim Abassi 
543 s. Oxford Avenue 
Apartment I 3 ,. 
Los Angeles, California 90020 

Dear Mr~ Abassi: 

United States Department of State •. .. 

W asliington, D. C. 20520 

August 26, 1985 

I am responding to your letter of August 6 to the 
President~ Thank you for taking the time to write and express 

. your concern for the President's health and your strong support 
for the administration's policy on Afghanistan and on 
international terrorism. 

The United States strongly opposes the Soviet occupation of 
Afghanistan, and seeks the removal of Soviet troops from that 
war-torn homeland. The u.s.s.R.'s invasion and continuing 
occupation is an example of Soviet willingness to use its 
military might beyond its border in ways that threaten peace, 
stability, and freedom in the Southwest and South Asian 
regions, as well as throughout the world. For this reason, it 
is . essential that Soviet aggression in Afghanistan not suc~~ed. 

As President Reagan reiterated on September 24 to· the 
United States General Assembly (UNGA), the United States is 
committed to seeking a negotiated political settlement for 
Afghanistan, based upon the principles spelled out in six UNGA 
resolutions on Afghanistan. These resolutions call for an 
immediate withdrawal of foreign troops from Afghanistan, 
reaffirm the right of the Afghan people to determine their own 
form of government and to choose their economic, political, and 
social system, reiterate that the preservation of the 
sovereignty, territorial integrity, political independence, and 
non-aligned character of Afghanistan is essential for a 
peaceful solution of the problem, and call for the creation of 
conditions which would enable the Afghan refugees to return 
voluntarily to their homes in safety and honor. 

Unfortunately, the prospects for an early political 
settl e me nt do not a ppea r bright. Th e Soviets seem pr e p a r e d fo r 
a long struggle,and have shown no willingness to negotiate a 
withdrawal of their forces. With their increasingly brutal 
reprisal tactics against civilians and civilian areas, the 

·Soviets seem to feel they can prevail through a cynical policy 
of attrition and that the world will simply look the other way. 
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You and your countrymen have demonstrated a remarkable but 
not surprising determination to resist the Soviet invader. The 
resistance fighters are more numerous, better armed, and more 
effective than ever before. The question of how the United 
States can bring home to the Soviet Union the full cost of its 
aggression in Afgha~istan is under constant review. After five 
long years of mounting bloodshed on both sides, the conflict 
remains a bitter stalemate and the Soviets face the bleak 
prospect. of an open-ended military struggle. 

~he United States Government has repeatedly made clear to 
Soviet lead•rs that the Soviet Army's presence in Afghanistan 
is and will remain a serious impediment to a fundamental 
improvement in our relations. , The State Department has played 
an active role in trying to focus world attention on Soviet 
atrocities. We will continue to speak out against their brutal 
repression of the Afghan people and will work with those 
seeking to bring about an early withdrawal of ·soviet forces. 

On the broader question of international terrorism, we 
continue to work with our allies on practical steps to combat 
terrorism while searching for long-term solutions to an 
ever-growing problem. Vice President Bush heads a 
government-wide task force to review and recommend improvements 
in our efforts to halt terrorism. We believe that terrorism 
has become a form of warfare all its own -- war against 
freedom, which we cannot and will not lose. 

Your countrymen's tireless efforts to expel the Soviet 
invaders and regain your freedom are an inspiration to all 
freedom-loving peoples. As President Reagan said in his 
statement released on the December 27 fifth anniversary of the 
Soviet invasion, •we will not forget the people of Afghanistan 
who are struggling to live once again among the free nations of 
the world. These brave people will continue to have the 
support of all Americans in their nobel struggle.• 

May I take this occasion as well to wish you and your 
colleagues Id Mubarak and to offer the hope that before another 
Id-al-Azha is upon us, the situation in Afghanistan will have 
taken a major turn for the better. 

Sincerely, 

Herbert G. Hagerty 
Director 
Office of Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, and 
Bangladesh Affairs 
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AUGUST 21, 1985 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

_ / ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 327817 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

LETTER, DATED AUGUST 6, 1985 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MR. MOHAMMED IBRAHIM ABASSI 
PRESIDENT 
ALLIANCE FOR UNITY AND INDEPENDENCE 
OF AFGHANISTAN 
APARTMENT #3 
543 SOUTH OXFORD AVENUE 
LOS ANGELES CA 90020 

SUBJECT: APPRECIATION FOR SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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543 S. Oxford Avenue 
Ap..-rtment # 3 
Los Angeles, California 90020 

Honorable Ronald Regan 
President of The United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear Mr. President: 

August 6, 1985 

On behalf of the freedom-loving people of the Afghanistan freedom 
fighting movement, I would like to extend best wishes for the 
continuation of your excellent recovery from your recent surgery. 
Please be assured that the prayers of those who are engaged in 
a similar daily life struggle are with you. 

Jrhose of us who have been in the forefront of the war against 
Soviet aggression deeply appreciate the support and assistance 
I 
'thusfar provided by your Administration. Your deep commitment 
Ito our cause is clear and the increased aid provided under your 
leadership is enabling us to continue our holy mission. 

Similarly, we are appreciative of the firm yet reasonable stance 
you have taken against the increasing acts of terrorism staged 
by the misfits of the world. God-fearing, freedom-loving people 
of all races, creeds and religions must stand fast against those 
who would senselessly murder innocent victims in an attempt to 
increase their own power and enhance their warped egos. 

I - and those other former Afghan leaders working throughout the 
world to support our brethern fighting the Soviet armies - remain 
available and ready to assist your government in any way possible 

852:1540 

to fight the further spread of terrorism. Should you create a J 
,commission to review anti-terrorist strategies or lead an inter
;national public campaign against those who would undermine the rule 
of international law, we are quite eager to assist. 

Once again, I would like to extend best wishes for your continued 
full recovery and thanks for your on-going support of the right to 
self-determination among those suffering from the aggression of 
the Soviet-bloc. 

Very truly yours, 

.Hv4.,4~u 
Mohammed Ibrahim Abassi 
Former Minister of Culture 
and Information, The Republic 
of Afghanistan; President of 
the ALLIANCE FOR UNITY AND 
INDEPENDENCE OF AFGHANISTAN 




