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MEMORANDUM 
5221 c-

• • • . ' 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
COHFiilililWI.PIAL 

July 29, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR L. PAUL BREMER III 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

*s ,- 110~ 35 -
CO/Jd'~ 
1:;;£p1// 
ru/Jt)~-r~ 

SUBJECT: Ambassador to the united States from the 
Socialist Republ i c o f t h e Union o f Burma 
W 22I579) 

The President has reviewed and concurs in the recommendation 
of the Department of State that the appointment of UK ee Mint 
as Ambassador-Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of e Socialist 
Republic of the Union of Burma to the United States would be 
agreeable to the Government of the United States. You are 
requested to so inform the Government of the Socialist Republic 
of the Union of Burma. 

DECtASSIFIED 
~.4(b), E.O. 1~58, as amended 

I 

BY .._~ __,OAT_......, _ _ 

Q9HPIDEN'TIAL 
Review on 7/27/83 

~~O...,_.~ 
Michael O. Wheeler 
Staff Secretary 



MEMORANDUM 5221 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

C0NF ! BiJ3~i9Hf .. L 
OECLASSl!=P:D 

Sec.3.4(h\ 12958, as amended 
Wmta Houou ·n9S, S" 11 2 , 

BY NA Vl...~1~.t-.JDAT.._-'4'....,._ 

July 27, 1982 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

FROM: GASTOR J. SIGUR ~ 

SUBJECT: Agrement for Burmese Ambassador 

The Agrement regarding the appointment of U Kyee Myint of 
the Socialist Republic of the Union of Burma is attached 
for your approval. I agree with the view that Mr. Myint will 
be an acceptable ambassador. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you approve the Wheele -Bremer memo at Tab I. 

Disapprove ----

Attachments 
Tab I Wheeler-Bremer Memo 

Tab A Background Material from State 

Review on 7/27/83 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D .C. 20520 GONFIDENHAL 

82JU L2~ PJ: 49 July 24, 1982 

WILLIAM P. CLARK 
HOUSE 

Subject: Appointment of u Kyee Myint of the Socialist 
Republic of the Union of Burma as Ambassador 
to the United States. 

The Government of the Socialist Republic of the Union 
of Burma has inquired whether our Government agrees to the 
appointment of U Kyee Myint as Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of Burma to the United States (Tab 2). A 
biography of U Kyee Myint is atta·ched (Tab 1) • 

The Department believes from the information available 
th~t U Kyee Myint is acceptable to the United States as 
Ambassador and recommends that the President agree to the 
proposed appointment. If he concurs, the Department will 
inform the Burmese Government. · 

Attachments: 

1. Biography. 

2. Note dated July 9, 1982 
from Embassy of Burma. 

~S1FIEDUPON REMOVAL 
OF CLASSIFIED ENCLOSURE( 

CONFIBENTIA( 
(UNCLASSIFIED UPON .REMOVAL 

OF ATTACHMENTS) 

r .. 
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EMBASSY OF THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF 

THE UNION OF BURMA 

CHANCERY 

2300 S STREET. N . W . 

WASHINGTON . D . C . 20008 - 4089 

July 9, 1982 

' 
ACTION 

Excellency, i 
I 

I have the honour to inform \ 
Your Excellency that my Government had decided 

to appoint U KYEE MYINT as the Ambassador 

Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Socialist 

Republic of the Union of Burma to the United 

States of America. I would request Your Excellency 

to accept this letter as formal proposal for 

U KYEE MYINT as my successor. U KYEE J\ffINT's 

Curriculum Vitae is herewith attached for Your 

Excellency's convenience. 

Please accept, Excellency, the 

assurances of my highest consideration. 

r" 
I 2.. ________,_ -.... --i__ ---. . . 

His Excellency Walter J . Stoessel, 

Acting Secretary of State 

Washington, D.C. 

<~ -------
( U KYAW KHAING) 

Ambassador 
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FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 11, 1983 

FRED F. FIELD~ \. \ 

DAVID B. WALLE~\J"--' 

Burmese Sculpture 

164902 ~ 

In response to your note on my attached memorandum of August 3, I 
do not think it necessary that we send a note to Robert Elsworth. 

Since my memorandum, Elsworth and Eli Maurer, Assistant Legal 
Counsel, Department of State, have established direct 
communications. Maurer has learned that the four bronzes are 
approximately four inches high and are worth in the vicinity of a 
quarter of a million dollars. They were originally found in an 
excavation near Rangoon, where they were placed in an on-site 
museum. They were later illegally removed from that museum and 
sold. Elsworth innocently purchased them in or about 1966. As 
mentioned in my earlier memorandum, he thereafter sold them and 
later repurchased them as part of an overall estate. 

As a result of his conversations with Elsworth, Maurer has 
discussed the possible return of the bronzes with the Burmese 
Desk Officer and the Burmese Ambassador. Subject to working out 
minor details, Maurer intends to have Elsworth come down from New 
York with the four bronzes. Maurer will arrange for appropriate 
State Department representatives to accompany Elsworth to the 
Burmese Ambassador's residence, where he will present the 
Ambassador with the bronzes. 

According to Maurer, the State Department is very pleased to 
participate in accomplishing this transfer. They feel that 
Elsworth's motives are as altruistic as they appear. Through 
Maurer they have asked whether any White House people would like 
to go to the Ambassador's residence and participate in the 
transfer. With your concurrence, I will notify Elaine Crispen of 
that invitation in case anyone in the FirstLady's ~ffice, where 
this matter was originally directed by Elsworth, wisb~-s----.tQ___ 
participate. '---. 1 1 1 J, --~ 

.?t:w, 5 µ)Jccw, ,~ .I:>t> 'r ~ ~ ~J~ 
~ ~.-A • ... - ~~, ~ 

~ 



FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 3, 1983 

FRED F. FIELDI"~ \. \ 

DAVID B. WALLER ~\}) 

Burmese Sculpture 

As agreed, I contacted the State Department to determine what 
assistance can be given Mr. Robert Elsworth in facilitating his 
return to the Burmese government of four bronzes apparently 
stolen from Burma a number of years ago (see attached memoranda). 

Through Daniel McGovern, Principal Deputy Legal Advisor, I was 
put in touch with Assistant Legal Counsel Ely Maurer. Maurer has 
experience in matters of this sort, and following a discussion in 
which I briefed him on the facts, I put him in touch with 
Elsworth. We are "out of the loop" unless complications develop. 

~ /' 

~-,,), /4 

w / . / ,,_, v;:G-- -
\)~ jo,/.v ,.,..;~ 

,, I J~ /.,..~ 1, r,d,.. . 
~~ . )\-

\/rv"'~ ~{<f 



FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 22, 1983 

FRED F. FIELDI~~~ ~) 

DAVID B. WALLER~-

Return of Burmese Sculpture 

As you know from my July 13, 1983 memorandum, copy attached, Mr. 
Robert Elsworth has requested, through Mrs. Reagan, government 
assistance in returning to the government of Burma certain 
bronzes thought to have been smuggled out of Burma many years 
ago. As agreed, I contacted Elsworth yesterday in an effort to 
obtain additional facts. 

Elsworth advised that while in Bankok in 1976, he purchased four 
small bronzes from an art dealer. The dealer represented that 
the bronzes were South Indian in origin, but Elsworth thought at 
that time that they were Burmese. Elsworth had the bronzes 
shipped to the United States, and soon thereafter sold them to 
Mr. Christian Humann. While owned by Humann, photographs of two 
of the bronzes were published in an art book by Dr. Hugo 
Munsterberg. 

Thereafter, in approximately 1979, Elsworth learned through the 
art community that four prized bronzes had been stolen in Burma, 
and that the two bronzes he had sold to Humann, which were 
pictured in Munsterberg's book, appeared to be two of the four 
that had been stolen. Although this matter was brought to 
Humann's attention, he took no action. 

Upon Humann's death, Elsworth purchased his entire art collection, 
including the four bronzes. At approximately that same time, Dr. 
Fontain, Director of the Boston Museum, called Elsworth and 
advised him that the Burmese government had asked Fontain to make 
efforts on behalf of the Burmese to regain the bronzes. 

Elsworth wants to return the bronz e s at no cost to the Burmese. 
His concern is that the return be accomplished in a manner that 
will ensure that the bronzes reach the proper location (probably 
the National Museum in Rangoog - the Burmese equivalent of the 
National Gallery of Art), and not become sidetracked along the 
way. Indeed, Elsworth mentioned that although he lives across 
the street from the Burmese consulate in New York, he would not 
even consider simply giving the bronzes to them. 

Based on the above, with your concurrence I intend to contact the 
State Department to determine what assistance can be given. 
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FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

July 13, 1983 

FRED F. FIELD~i~) 

DAVID B. WALLER~"_. 

Return of Burmese Sculpture · 7 
~~-,/ 

Elaine Crispen telephoned yesterda on behal~ Mrs. Reagan. 
Elaine advised that Mrs. Reagan d been_¥'i ed to assist Mr. 
Robert Elsworth, a noted Orien 1 art cq.llector and dealer, whom 
Mrs. Reagan met through Clau tte Colbert while vacationing last 
year in Barbados. Mr. Elsw rth is interested in arranging for 
the return to the Goverrun t of Bµ-rma of a 14th or 15th Century 
Burmese sculpture which e unde~stands was smuggled out of that 
country many years ago. Elai,:re knows no other facts relating to 
this matter. She indicated /that Mrs. Reagan would like to be of 
assistance if possible ancV'appropriate, and seeks your guidance. 

/ 
Based on the limited ,.facts above, my initial reaction is that 
this should be handled through the State Department and our 
Ambassador to Burrila. With your concurrence, I will call Elsworthl~ -
to obtain add_µf onal facts, and upon confirmation that Elsworth' ~J:pt, /tup 
motives are/ ~on-commercial in nature, and as altruistic as Elaine ~ 
has indi~ated, I will contact the Office of Legal Advisor at 11&,L. . 

State ;,rr an effort to determine what assistance can be given Mr. 
Elv h. 

Fe.I! d f ( , / 1J ...,,... ( I / _ ,-, . . , t , u> , ,, :,,vJ,k 
O 

....... .f- c "'---~c t,-v..,...7' £ tJ w o "-n- ..L OLA,.,- I.AN-,. c.. 1t ,(! ro ~ ~ - \ 

tt)IAA. 7-....uh-"v-. . i4/ IA,-c{l(;.afn( a.6oue r L,f4ue.. WC L..__._decO 

l/\,1\RvV--O-t~ CLll ~en l-v..J-<-'- I /...<A.A- E /~ . /4c,./), 

~. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

December 13, 1983 

Dear Bob: 

I was so pleased that Claudette told 
me of your concern regarding the 

, Burmese bronzes and was doubly 
p l eased to learn about the welcome 
the government and people of Burma 
gave you on the return of those 
priceless pieces. It is rare that 
such treasures ever find their way 
nack to their homeland. 

You are to be congratulated on 
making the effort and generating 
such good will. I only hope your 
gesture will set an example. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Robert Ellsworth 
960 Fifth Avenue 

lOci UQ, ~ IC.ec,.~ M1 

New York, New York 10021 

~~~.~- ' " 

/CJ';}tf tJ% ~ 

Co -
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MEMORANDUM 

8839 fl~ 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL (l 4~ 

__ ...,.,.. _______ U_S_E_A_T_T_A_C_H_M_E_N_T December 8, 1983 ~ ' 

MEMORANDUM 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

FOR JAMES G. ROSEBUSH A .A/ 
} ROBERT M. KIMM ITT <fP'"" 

Return of Bronzes to Burma 

~ 

The State Department has forwarded a reporting cable from our 
Embassy in Burma on the return of some priceless bronzes by 
Mr. Robert Ellsworth, a well-known New York antique dealer. 

State indicates that Mrs. Reagan was familiar with his plans. 
We agree with the State Department that this was a significant 
gesture deserving recognition, should Mrs. Reagan be so 
inclined. A suggested draft is also included. 

Attachments 

Tab A 
Tab B 

State Draft Reply 
State Memo dated 12/7/83 w/Cable Rangoon 5507 

FICIAL USE ATTACHMENT 



8337546 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 

December 7, 1983<;;l!yj) 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Return of Bronzes to Burma 

Robert Ellsworth, well known antique dealer in New York, 
recently returned some priceless bronze figures to the Burmese 
Government that had been stolen from Burma some 15 years ago. 
The event was exceptionally warmly received by the highest 
levels of the Burmese government as well as the Burmese people, 
becoming a media event of the first order that also reflected 
well on Burmese-American relations. 

Mr. Ellsworth asked that we make Mrs. Reagan, whom he said 
was familiar with his planned action, aware of the success of 
his mission. The Embassy's reporting message on his trip is 
attached for this purpose. 

Should she desire, it would be entirely appropriate to 
thank him for his gesture. A suggested note of thanks is also 
attached. 

Ch~~ill 
Executive Secretary 

Attachments: 

Tab 1 - Rangoon 5507 
Tab 2 - Letter to Mr. Ellsworth 
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TAGS: SCUL, BM, PREL , US 

SUBJEC T: RETUR N OF STOLEN BRONZE S: 1/R APUP OF A 

SUCCE SS FUL VI SIT 

REF : (A ) RANG OOII 4126 ANO PREV IOUS (NO TAL, 

ffi ) HONG KONG 2111 g 

l. (LOU) SUMMARY: HR. ROB ERT ELLS\/ORTH ' S VIS I T TO 

RAtlG OON TO RET URU FOUR UII I QUE ANG I LNT BR OIIZE FI GURINE S 

BLO SS OMED I NTO All EtlORMO US SUCCE SS, DEEP LY GRATI FYIN G 

BU RMESE FRON PARTY CHAIR MAN U NE 1/IM DOI/II TO TII E l1Al4 IN 

lH E STR EET AN D PROV IDIIIG A RE AL PSYC HOLOG I CAL BOOST TO 

BUl!HE SE-AIIERI CAN RELATIOtlS. OtlCE TIIE -INTER ESl OF TH E 

CH AI RMAN \/AS AROU SED, lHE RE TURII GE NCR ATEO MAJOR AIIO 

EN THU SI ASTI C PUB LICITY. MR. CLL S\/ORTH ' S GEIIER OU S GES TUR E 

AND II I S FRIE tlOLY MAIHI ER \/ON TH E HE1\R TS OF TH E BUR llES E HE 

ME 1, 1/11 ILE HE IN lURII \/AS ABLE TO I NCR E AS£ 111 S KNO\/L ED GE 
OF BURMES E ART . HI GH LI GHT S OF THE VI SI T IN CL UDED THE 

PRE SENTAT I Otl OF -TH E BRONZES TO TH E DEPAR TMENT OF ARCHAE OLOGY; 
VI SI TS TO THE SR I KSETRA SITE \/HERE THE BROII ZES \/ERE 
vi. ,u iNAll Y FGUND , TO 8Uhi;,, · :, AIIC1E i, , ca1' , ,'a, vr PlluAM , 

ANO TO NATI OII J\ l MUSEU MS ; ANO A PRESEIIT ATI ON TO HI M BY 
TIIE MI NI STER OF CULTU RE OF A SET OF REPLI CAS OF .!.IJ.I:'. 
BRONZES OOIIATED BY CHA I RMAN U NE I/ I ll. ONLY A TiGlh rnA VEL 

SCHE DULE PREVENTED MR . ELLSI/ORTH FROM ACCPET I NG A LAST 

NINUH INV IT ATI ON 10 CAL L PER SOII ALLY 011 TH E CH AIRIIAll 'S 

1/ IFE. AC TI ON : 1/E HOPE THE DEPARTl1(1IT I/ Ill OF FI CI ALLY 

CO IIVEY U. S. APPRECIA TI ON TO HR. EL LSWOR TH. ENO SU MMARY. 

2. Wl HR. ELL SO \/RTH Al! RIVEO IN RAN GOON ON NOVEMBER 17, 
AN D I/AS MET BY AN EtlO ASSY OFFI CER ANO, UIIOFF IC I ALLY, 
BY A RE PRES ENT ATIVE OF l HE DEPAR TMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY. 

lllE FOLLOI/ I NG DAY, IIO VEM BER 18, HE SPEN T THE HORIII IIG 
HAK I NG All UtlOFF IC I Al VI SI T TO BURHII ' S SMAL l 1-IAT I Otl Al 

HUSEUtl, I/HERE HE I/AS ABLE TO VIEi/ A NUMB ER OF UNUSUAL 

EARLY BROIIZE S, AS \/El l AS TO SEE PYU PER I OD REI. I CS ASS OC-
.1 ATEO 1/I TH THE BROIIZES HE \/AS TO RETUfltL AT 2: 00 P. H. 

ltl TH E AF TE RNOOII, ACC OMPANIED B'I 111£ CH ARGE O' AFFA-IRE S 
AIID TH E EMBA SSY POL / ECON COUIISELOR, HE I/E NT TO THE 

DEPART11EIIT OF ARC HAEOLOGY I/HER E HE PR[ SEtllEO TIIE FOUR 

BRON ZE FIGUR ES TO U OAI\ Gl1R , DIREC TOR GENE RAL OF THE 

OEP ARTt1EN T. OTH ERS PRE SENT IIICLUOEO NIi i PAN HL A, 

SEII IOR RE SE ARCH OF FI CER AT THE DEP AR TMEII T OF AR CH AEOLOGY , 

\/HOSE INlE RE ST AND AR TICLE S PLAY ED Atl I IIPOHTAMT PAR T IN 
ALERTING TIIE AR TI ST IC WOR LO, AND MR. EL LS OWRHI , TO TH E 

LOSS OF THE FI GUR I UES AN O TH US, EVENTU ALL Y, TO THE IR 

RETURN . lHE BRI Er AN D EXTREtlE LY CORDI AL CE RHIOII Y \/AS 
CO VERED BY BURME SE PR ESS MEDI A, BURMA BROADC AST SYS TEM 

lELEV I SIOtl CAMER AMEII, AN D A US I S PHOTOG RAP HER . IN THE 
EV EN I NG, J1R. ELL SO\/RTH , ALON G 11 1TH VI S\ fl l!G A~ERICAII 

ARCH AEOLOGI ST OR. 1/ I LH ELM SOLH E\11, \/ERE GllESTS OF HOIIOR 

AT All IIIFORMAL OINIIER GI VEII BY THE CH ARG E O'AFFAIRE S 
AII O AlfENO- BY OFFI CI ALS FROM THE OEPARTMEtlT OF ARCH AEO 

LO GY , rHE UN I VERS \ 11 OF RAIIGOOII , AIIO OTH ER BURl1ESE 

ORGANI ZA TIOll S. AFTER OIIHJE R, THE Al1ERI CAtl GUES TS VI SI TlO 

TH E AIIIWAL T Al. AU IIGDA I llG r [ s TI VAL AT RAIJ GOOrn SH\/ED AGOII 

,. \, 'j ,\f,\ \ b 
, 
ta te 

PAGOD A . 

rNCO ING 
TEL EGRAM 

3. W) THE PR ESE HT ATI ON OF TH E FIGURINES I/AS THE IE AO 

ITEM 01·1 BURMES E TE LEVI SIOII AIIO RADI O NE\/'.: Otl THE EVUHNG 

OF tJO VEMBER 17, ANO THE TV CO VER AGE \/AS HEPEATE D ON THE 

SUNDAY EVEN I NG MEWS OF TII E 1/EEII IN REVIEI/ PR OGRAM. I T 

\/AS ALSO TH E LEAD I TE M, 1/ I TII PHOT OGR APHS, 111 TH E BURME SE 
PR ESS OF NO VEMBtR 18; l HE WORK ING PEOPLE' S DAIL Y SUPPLE 

MEN TI NG IT S NEI/S COVERAGE or lll E VEtlT 1/1 - H A LOtlG 

FEATURE ARfl CLE BY IJA I PAN II LA, IN WHI CH HE EXTENDED TO 

MR. ELL SWORTH 11 1S " FOIID[S T l1NO MOST 11.ARM ·· HEAR HO GREETIN GS, 

s I NCERE AP PRE CI ATI ON, GR ATEFU i. TII AtlKS Allll DEEP SEN SE or 
GRAT I TUDE. " BOTH NAI PAtl IIL A AND OTHER BURMESE OFFI CI ALS 

AL SO EXPRE SS ED TBE IR GRA TI TUDE TO HR. BYH OII HOD GS OII, 

SENIOR EDITOR or THE NATI ON AL GEOG RAPII I C MAGAZ INE, FOR 

HI S ROLE IN EII CDUR AGING THE RETURN OF TH[ f lGUR I NES . 

4. (U) 011 SATURDA Y, IIOVEMOER 19 , MR. ELL !;\/ORTH MAD E 

AN ALL DAY TRIP BY CAR TO SRI KSETRA, TH[ SI TE NEAR THE 

TOI/N OF PR 011E (SOHE FI VE HOUR S OR I VE FROII RAIIGOON ) 1/IIERE 

THE FI GUR I NE S HAD BE EN DI SCOV ER ED IN 19& 7, AIIO VI SI TE D 
lHE SITE MU SEUM FR 0\1 WH I CH THEY I/ERE STOI EN A YEAR LATER . 

HE WAS AC CO MP ANI ED BY U NYU NT HAIi OF TH E DEP ARTMEN T OF 

ARCH AEOL OGY ANO BY TH E EMB ASSY POL / ECON COUIISLOR . NAI 

PAN HLA, I/HO \/AS TO JOii! TH E PARTY, I/AS INSTE AD SUMt\ONEO 

BY DAI/ NI NI MYI NT, BURMESE HI STORI AN Atl!l \/ IFE OF PAR TY 

CHAIR t\MI U NE I/IN, TO SII O\/ II ER TH_E BRONZl: S. 

5. (U) ON SUNDAY, AT THE SUGGE STION OF TII E EMB ASSY , 

tlR . ELLS\IORTH l1ADE A DAY TR IP BY AIR TO PA GAN, BURMA ' S 

AN CI ENT CAP I TAL AND TREASURrD ARC HAE OLOGI CAL AND AR TI STI C 

SI TE. II E I/AS PER SONAi. LY ESC ORTED AROUND PAGAII BY U BO 
KAY, TH E CURA TOR OF THE SITE , I/HO AL SO GU IDEO HIM 
TH ROU GH THE LARGE SITE MUSEUM AMO ASSI ST[O HI M IN PHOTO 

un el' II I C vti ji.C15 OF EGff c , eL aiiTI STl c· l °ill U,ESl . 0/i n, :; 

RETURN, MR . ELLSO\/RTII RE PORTE D THAT HAII Y OROIN ~RY CI TI ZEN S 

IN PAGAII , WH O HAO READ OF TH E RETURN OF TIIE BROtlZ ES, 

APPROACHED HIM TO EXPRE SS TIIE IR PER SOIIAL TH AIIK S. 

6. (U) ON MOND AY HORlllN G, NOVEMBER 21, Ml!. EL L SO\./R TH 

THE CHARGE D' AFF AIRE S, AND THE EMB AS SY POL / ECOi! COUN SEL OR 

tl-MITEfl ~FF ICIAL HSE 
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\/ERE SUMMONED TO TB£ OFFICE OF THE MINISTER FOR I MFOR

MATION ANO CUL TUR£, U AUNG KYAW MYINT, I/HERE THE MI II I STE R-

IN HIS FIRST PUBLIC APPEARAIICE SINCE HE \/AS INJURfO ltl 
THE OCTOBER 9 BOHB BLAST AT THE MARTYR S' MAUS(OLUM - 

PRESEUTED MR. ELL SI/ORTH 111TH A SET OF REPLICAS OF THE 
FIGURINE S 1/HICH, 11£ CAREFULLY POINTED OUT, HAD BEUi KEPT 

IN THE OFFICE OF U 11£ \/IN. ALL THE TOP OFFICI ALS OF THE 
MINI STER I/ERE PRE SE IIT, ANO THE EVENT I/AS FILMED BY LOCAL 

MEDIA ALTHOUGH NO PUBLICII Y ABOUT IT ACIUAI.LY APPEARED. 

7. (U) FOLLOWltlG THE CEREMONY, MR. ELL SWORTH WAS 

ESCORTED BY OEPARTH[IIT OF ARCHAEOLOGY OFFICIAL S ON A 

TOUR or OTHER BURMESE ART OBJECT S IN RANGOON. IN THE 

AFTERNOOtl, FI VE MIIWTES BEFORE H[ I/AS- TO L[AV[ FOR THE 

AIRPORT, HE RECE I VED AN INVIIATION TO CAL L ON CHAIRMAII 

U NE 1/lll'S 1/IFE, HI STORIAN DAIi NI HI MYINT, THE NE XT 
DAY, NOVEMBER 22 . BECAU SE OF A TIGHT !RAVEL SCHEDULE 

ANO FIRM BUSINE SS APPOINHIElllS, MR . ELL SIIORTII \/AS UllABI.E 
TO STAY OVER , BUT SENT HI S SltlCERE REGREI S TO THE 
CHA I RMAN. 

o. iLOU) TH E kE\ TO Ui>ljkHu,,,u 1hL urr 1v lM 1n1tnt S I ur 

THE BURME SE AUTHORITIES IN TIIE RETURN OF TIIE BRONZES SE EM S 

TO HAVE BEEN THE FACT TH~.T DAIi NI NI l'IYINT CAt1£ TO HEAR 

OF THE PROJECT ANO EXPRESSED HER PrRSONAL INTEREST IN 

IT . IT IS TO THI S TH AT \IE ATTRIBUTE THE HEAVY PUBLICITY 

GIVEN TO lHE RETURtl CEREMONY, AND THE PERHAPS BELATED 

INVOLVEMENT OF THE MINISTER FOR INFORtlATIOll AltO CULTURE. 
BUT \/HATE VER THE CAUSE , THE RESULT I/AS A GENU I tlE OUT
POUR I tlG OF BUR ME SE GRATITUDE AT Atl ACT OF GEtl(ROSITY 

1/HICH WAS WHOLLY UNE XPECTlD, ANO THC RETURN OF THE BRONZES 
\/AS TH E SUBJECT OF FAVORABLE COHMENf BY BURMESE OF AL L 

CONDIT IONS, ltlCLUOING THE CADDIES AT lHE GOLF COURSE. 

11£ UNDERSTAND THAT OUR SOVIET COLLEAGUES ARE MYSTIFIED 

BY THE EVENT, AIIO ARE SEARCHIIIG ASS IOOUSLY TO DI SCO VER 
ITS "REAL MEAHIIIG." THE ltWACT OF THE RETURN WAS INCREASED 

BY IT S TIHl!IG, AS THE BRONZE S I/ERE RETURNED Otl THE EVE 

OF THE FULL HOON OF TAZAUNGO AING, A MAJOR BUDDHI ST 

RELIGIOUS f( ST I VAL CENTERED AROUND DOtlATIOlt S FROM IHE 

PUBLIC TO THE MOtlKS; IN A HIGHL Y RELIGIOUS COl111UIH1 Y THIS 
\/AS A TRULY ALISP IC I ou s r1011rn1. 

9. (LOU) THE RETURll Of THE BROtlZES, WII ICH ARE A UNIQUE 

RELIC, OF VER Y HIGH ARTIST IC ANO ARCHEOLOGICAL VALUE, 
OF •uRHA' S PYU PERIOD ffiTH TO 9TH CENTURIE S A. O.) , 
MAY I/ELL SPARh ltlCREASED BURME SE INTERE Sl ltl THE RECO.VERY 
OF OTH ER ARTI STIC TREAURE S. THE MO ST LIKEL Y TARGET 

1/0ULO BE THE PAGAN-PERIOD FRE SCO S "STOLrn'' BY A GERMAN 

lRAVELLER IH 1898 AIIO 11011 KEPT IN A MU SEUM Ill HAMBURG. 

THE BRITISH MU SEUM HAS, IN EARLIER YEARS, RETURNED A SUBSTAN TIAL 
NUMBER OF. ART OBJECI S, INCLUOIIIG HUCH or THE REGAL IS OF 

THE LATER BURIIESE KINGS, AtlD THE BRll l SH ARE THEREFORE 
IN GOOD ODOR IN THI S REGARD. 1/f 00 tlOT KtlOI/ OF ANY 

CONTRO VERS IAL BURME SE ART OBJECTS Ill THE UtllT(O STAlE S. 

I 0. IL OU) SYMBOL S ARE VERY I MP ORT AIIT I II BURMA, AUD 

1/E BEL IEV( THAT MR. ELL SOWR TH ' S RETURtl OF THE SE ART 

TREASURE S HAS MADE A SIGNIFICAIIT PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT 

ON BURMESE ATT I TIJD[S 101/AR OS THE UN ITEO HATE S, WHICH 

SHOULD IMPROVE THE CLIMATE FOR CULTURAL COOPERAT ION Ill 

THE FUTURE ANO GEIIERALLY ENH ANCE OUR SlAlUS AT A MOMEIIT 

WHEII BURME Sf ATTI HIDE S TOWARD S THE COl1MUIJI ST 1/0RLO ARE 
AT AN ALL - TIM( NADI R BECAUSE OF THE NORT~ KOREAN 

TERRORI ST ATTACK or OCTOBER 9. 

11. (LOU) ACT I Otl REQUESTED: AS \IE HAVE DI SCUS$EO BY 

TELEPHOtlE 111TH EA/TB, \IF HOPE TH ~T THE DEPARTMENT WI LL 

FINO Alt APPROPRIATE 1/AY TO OFFICI ALLY EXFRESS TO HR. 

[LL SOWRT H THE APPRECIATION OF lHE UNITED STATE S GOVERtl

HENT FOR HIS CONTRIBUTION TO BURME SE-AME~ICAN RELATION S. 

SALMON 
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LIMITED 8f'FJCIAL USE ' A~~AeHMENT December 8, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR JAMES G. ROSEBUSH A .A/ 
FROM: } ROBERT M. KIMMITT <fr"..,.. 
SUBJECT: Return of Bronzes to Burma 

The State Department has forwarded a reporting cable from our 
Embassy in Burma on the return of some priceless bronzes by 
Mr. Robert Ellsworth, a well-known New York antique dealer. 

State indicates that Mrs. Reagan was familiar with his plans. 
We agree with the State Department that this was a significant 
gesture deserving recognition, should Mrs. Reagan be so 
inclined. A suggested draft is also included. 

Attachments 

Tab A 
Tab B 

State Draft Reply 
State Memo dated 12/7/83 w/Cable Rangoon 5507 

LIMITED OFfleIAls esE A'!'f:!\C!!ME11T 
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SUGGESTED REPLY 

Dear Mr. Ellsworth: 

I was so pleased to learn about the welcome that the 

Burmese government and Burmese people gave to you on the return 
of those priceless bronzes. It is rare that such treasures 
ever find their way back to theic homeland. You are to be 
congratulated on making the effort and generating such good 

will. I only hope youc gesture will set an example. 

Mr. Robert Ellsworth 
960 Fifth Avenue~ 

New York, New York. 

Since.rely, 

Nancy Reagan 



8,33.7546 

. United States Department of State 

Washington~ D. C. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE December 7, 

Subject:. Return of Bronzes to Burma 

Robert Ellsworth, well known antique dealer in New York, 
recently returned some priceless bronze figures to the Burmese 
Government that had been stolen from Burma some 15 years ago. 
The event was exceptionally warmly received by the highest 
levels of the Burmese government as well as the Burmese people, 
becoming a media event of the first order that also reflected 
W-tl.11 on Burmese-American re lat ions •. 

'# 

Mr. Ellsworth asked that we make Mrs. Reagan, whom he said 
was familiar with his planned action, aware of the success of 
his mission. The Embassy's repo-f'"t-ing message on-his trip is 
attached for this purpose. 

Should she desire, it would be entirely appropriate to 
thank him for his gesture. A suggested note of thanks is also 
attached. 

Ch~~ ill 
Executive Secretary 

Attachments: 

Tab 1 - Rangoon 5507 
Tab 2 - Letter to Mr. Ellsworth 



,. 
... 

, P,AGE 01 RANGOO 05507 
'· .,•,ACTIOM l8.:.il 

INFO OCT-00 COPY-01 ADS-80 SCL-01 PA-01 US IE-00 PRS-01 
/004 II 

- - -- -- - --- -------- -374602 301 6002 / 41 
R 30035 7Z MOV 83 
FM AMEMBASSY RAtlGOOH 
TO SEC STATE 1/AS HDC 8ZS 4 
I tlF O AMCOtl '.i UL HOHG KOtlG 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SECTION 01 OF 02 RANGOON 5507 

E. 0. 12356: N/A 
TAGS: SCUL, BM, PREL, US 
SUBJECT: RETURN OF. STOLEN BRONZES: 1/RAPUP OF A 
SUCCESSFUL VISIT 

REF: (A) RANGOOM 4126 ANO PREVIOUS (HOTAL, 
(B) HONG KOtlG 21110 

I. (LOU) SUMMARY: MR . ROBERT ELLSIIORTH' S VISIT TO 
RANGOON TO RETURN FOUR UNIQUE ANCIENT BRONZE FIGUR INES 
BLOSSOMED INTO AN EtlORMOUS SUCCE SS, DEEPLY GRATIFY ING 
BURMESE FROM PARTY CHAIRMAN U NE \/IN DOIIN TO THE HAN IN 
THE STREET AND PROVIOIHG A REAL PSYCHOLOGICAL BOOST TO 
BURMESE-AMERICAN RELATIONS. ONCE THE -INTEREST OF THE 
CHAIRMAN 1/~S AROUSED, THE RETURN GENERATED MAJOR AMO 
ENTHUSIASTIC PUBLICIT-Y. MR. ELLSWORTH'S GENEROUS GESTURE 
ANO HIS FRIENDLY MANtlER \ION THE HEARTS OF THE BURMESE HE 
MET, 1/IIILE HE IN TURtl \/AS ABLE TO INCREASE HIS KNOWLEDGE 
OF BURMESE ART. HIGHLIGHTS OF THE VISIT INCLUDED THE 
PRESENTATIOtl OF -THE BRONZES TO THE DEPARHIENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY; 
VISITS TO THE SRI KSETRA SITE WHERE THE BROHZES \/ERE 
vn iuiNALJ:Y FOUND, T0 ·81J~i;~-; ~ AilC IEi; i C~? ITAL uf l' A~AN; · >•-. . .. 

ANO TO NATIONAL MUSEUMS; AND A P~E SENTATION TO HIM BY 
THE MIN IS TER OF CULTURE OF A SET OF REPLICAS OF THE 
BRONZES OOHATED BY CHAIRMAN U NE WIN. ONLY A TIGHT TRAVEL 
SCHEDULE PREVENTED MR . ELLSWORTH FROM ACCPETING A LAST 
MINUTE INVITATION TO CALL PERSONALLY Otl THE CHAIRMAN'S 
\IIFE. ACTION: \IE HOPE" THE DEPARTMENT \/ILL OFFICIALLY 
CONVEY U. S. APPRECIAT ION TO MR . ELLSWORTH . END SUMMARY. 

2. (U) MR. ELL S01/RTH ARR I VED IN RANGOON Otl NOVEMBER 17, 
AMO I/AS ME T BY AN EMB AS SY OFFICER AND , UNOFFIC IALL Y, 
BY A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGV . 
THE FOLLOIII NG DAY, tlOV EM BER 18, HE SPENT THE MORNltlG 
MAKING AH UNOFFICI AL VI SIT TO BUR MA' S SMALL NATIOHAL 
MUSEU M, \/HERE HE \/AS ADLE TO VIE i/ A NUMBER OF UNUSU AL 
EARLY BROIIZE S, AS \/ELL AS TO SEE PYU PER I OD REL I CS ASS OC-
.1 ATEO WITH THE BROtJZES HE \/AS TO RET URN . AT 2: 60 P.M. 
IN THE AFTERNOON , ACCOMPANIED BY THE CH ARGE O'AFF~IRES 
ANO THE EMBASSY POL/ECON COUNSELOR, HE WENT TO THE 
DEPARTMEIIT OF ARCHAEOLOGY WHERE HE PRESEIITEO TH[ FOUR 
BRONZE FIGURE-~ TO U OAK GAR , DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE . 
DEPARTMENT. OTHERS PRESENT IIICLUOED HAI PAN HLA, 
SEtllOR RESEARCH OFFICER AT THE DEPARTMEIH OF ARCHAEOLOGY , 
\/HOSE IIHEREST AHO ARTICLES'PLAYEO Atl · IMPORTANT PART IN 
ALERTING THE ARTI STIC \IORLO, AIIO MR . ELL SOIIRTH, TO TKE 
LOSS OF THE FIGURINES AND THUS , EVENTUALLY , TO THEIR 
RETURN . THE BRIEF AND EXTREMELY CORDI AL CEREMON Y \/AS 
COVERED BY BURME SE PRE SS MEDI ~ BUR MA BROADCAST SYST EM 
TELEVI SION CAMERAMEN, AND A USIS PIIOTOGR APHER. IN THE 
EVEtllNG, 11R . ELL SO\IRTK, ALONG 11 1T H VI SITI NG A~ERICAN 
ARCHAEOLOGIST DR . WIL HELM SOLHE IM, I/ERE GUES TS OF HONOR 
AT Atl INFORMAL DI HII ER GIVEN BY THE CH ARGE O'AFF AIRE S 
ANO ATTEN D- BY OFFICI ALS FROM THE DEPARTME IIT OF ARC HAEO
LOG Y, TH E UN IVER S IT V OF RAII GOON, AtlO OTHER BURMES E 
ORG ANIZATIOIIS . AFTER DINNER, THE AMER ICAtl GUESTS VI SITED 
THE ANNUAL TAZAUNGDAIIIG FESTIVAL AT RANGOOtl'S SHIIEOAGOII 

I 11 U U IU I 11 IJ • 

TELEGRAM 

3. W) THE PRE SENTATION OF THE FI GURI NES \IAS THE LEAD 
ITEM OH BURME SE TELEVI SION AND RADIO NEU: OH THE EVENING 
OF NOVEtlO ER 17, AN D TH E TV CO VERAG E I/AS HEPEATE O ON THE 
SUND AY EVEN ING NE \IS OF THE UE EK IN REVIE U PROGRAM. IT 
\/AS AL SO THE LE AD IT E11 , Il l Tl! PHOTOGR APHS, Ill THE BURMESE 
PRE SS OF NO VEM BER 18; THE WORKING PEOPLE 'S DAIL Y SUP PL E
MENTING ITS NEWS COVERAG E or TH E VEtJT 11 1-H A LOHG 
FEATURE ARTICLE BV HA I PAN HLA, IN 1/H ICH HE EXT ENDED TO 
MR. ELLSWORTH HI S "FONDE ST ANO MOST \/ARM -HE AR TED GREETINGS , 
SltlCERE APPRECIATION, GRA·TEFUL THAIIKS AtH> DEEP SENSE OF 
GRATITUDE . • BOTH NAI PAIi HLA AND Q.THER BURMESE OFF ICI ALS 
ALSO EXPRESSED THEIR GRATITUDE TO MR. BYHON HODGSON, 
SENIOR EDITOR OF THE NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC HAGAZIIIE, FOR 
HIS ROLE IN. ENCOURAGING. THE RETURN OF THC FIGURI NES. 

4. IU) ON SATURDAY, llOVEMBER 19, MR. ELU,WORTH MADE 
AN ALL DAY TRIP BY CAR TO SRI KSETRA, TH E SITE NEAR THE 
TO\/N OF PRONE (SOME · FI VE HOURS OR I VE FROII RAllGOOtll 1/ltERE 
THE FIGURINES HAO BEEN DI SCOVERED IN 1967, AIID VI SITED 
THE SITE MUSEUM FROM WHICH THEY WERE STOLEN A VEAR LATER. 
HE WAS ACCOMP ANIED BY U tlYUNT HAIi OF THE DEP ARTME NT OF 
ARCHAEOLOGY AND BY THE EMBASSY POL / ECOtl COUHSLOR . HAI 
PAN HLA, \IHO WAS TO JOit! THE PARTY, \/AS INSTE AD SUMMONED 
BY DAIi NI NI MYINT, BURME SE HISTORIAN AtlO WIFE OF PARTY 
CHAIRMAN U NE WIN, TO SltOW HER THE BRONZES. 

S. W) ON SUNDAY , AT THE SUGGESTION OF TIIE EMBASSY, 
MR. ELLSWORTH MADE A DAY TRIP BY AIR TO PAGAN, BURMA'S 
ANCIENT CAPITAL ANO TREASURED ARCHAEOLOG ICAL ANO ARTISTIC 
SITE. HE WAS PERSONALLY ESCORTED AROUND PAGAN DY U BO 
KAY, THE CURATOR OF THE SITE, WHO ALSO GUIDEO HIM 
THROUGH THE LARGE SITE MUSEUM AND ASSISTED HIM IN PHOTO-

, ~,,- Gl,,.PIIIC 06J£GTS OF' ·(Gi'E Cl .;i. AiiTI ST1c· 1'tmi.EST .- OH HI ; 
RETURN, HR. ELLSOWRTH REPORTED THAT MAIIY ORD I NARY CI Tl ZENS 
IN PAGAN, \/HO HAD READ OF THE RtTURN OF THE BRONZES, 
APPROACHED HIM TO EXPRESS THEIR PERSONAL THAIIKS. 

6. (U) ON MONDAY MORNING, NOVEMBER 21 , HR . ELLSOWRTH 
THE CHARGE D'AFFAIRES, ANO THE EMBASSY POL/ECOtl COUNSELOR 
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WERE SUMMONED TO THE OFFICE OF THE MINISTER FOR IHFOR
MATION ANO CULTURE, U AUNG KYAW MYINT, WHERE THE MINISTER-
IN HIS FIRST PUBLIC APPEAR AH CE SltlCE HE \/AS IHJURED IN 
THE OCTOBER 9 BOMB BLAST AT TH[ MARTYRS ' MAUSEOLUM -
PRESEHTED MR . ELLS\IORTH 111TH A SET OF REPLICAS OF THE 
FIGURINES -\1111CH, HE CAREFULLY POIIITED OUT, HAD BEEi! KEPT 
IN THE OFFICE OF U NE \/IN. All THE TOP OFFICIALS OF THE 
MINISTER \/ERE PRE SEtH, AND THE EVENT \/AS FILMED BY LOC AL 
MEDIA ALTHOUGH NO PUBLICITY ABOUT IT ACTU AL LY APPEARED . 

7. (U ) FOLLOII IHG THE CEREMONY, MR . ELL SWORTH \/AS 
ESCORTED BY DEPARTMENT OF ARC HAEOLOGY OFFICIAL S ON A 
TOUR OF OTHER BURME SE ART OBJECTS IN RANGOON. IN THE 
AFTERNOON, FIVE MINUTES BEFORE HE \/AS TO LEAVE FOR THE 
AIRPORT, HE RECEIVED AN INVITATION TO CALL ON CHAIRMAN 
U NE IIIH'S IIIFE , HISTORIAN DAIi NI HI MYINT, THE NE XT 
DAY, NOVEMBER 21. BECAUSE OF A TIGHT TRAVEL SCHEDULE 
AND FIRM BUSINESS APPOINTMENTS, HR . ELLSIIORTH \/AS UNABLE 
TO STAY OVER, BUT SENT HIS SINCERE REGRETS TO THE 
CHAIRMAN. 

6. ii.OU) THE KEY· TO UP'(jR .. ulii(i Th t Or f-11, IAL lrli cii EST ur 
THE BURMESE AUTHORITIES IN THE RETURN OF THE BRONZES SEEMS . 
TO HAVE BEEN THE FACT THAT DAIi NI NI MYINT CAME TO HEAR 
OF THE PROJECT ANO EXPRESSED HER PERSONAL INTEREST IN 
IT. IT IS TO THIS THAT \IE ATTR IBUTE THE HEAVY PUBLICITY 
GIVEN TO THE RETURN CEREMONY, AND THE PERHAPS BELATED 
INVOLVEMEIIT OF THE MltllSTER FOR INFORMATIOII ANO CULTURE. 
BUT WHATEVER THE CAUSE, THE RE SULT \/AS A GENUINE OUT · 
POURING OF BURMESE GRATITUDE AT AN ACT OF GEtlEROSITY 
IIH ICH IIAS WHOLLY UNEJ\PECTEO, AND THE RETURN OF THE BROtlZES 
IIAS THE SUBJECT OF FAVORABLE COMME NT BY BURME SE OF All 
CONDITIONS, INCLUDING THE CADDIE S AT THE GOLF COURSE . 
\IE UNDE RS TAND THAT OUR SQVIET COLLEAGUES ARE MYS TIF IED 
BY THE EVENT, AU D ARE SEARCH ING AS SI OO US LY TO DI SCOVER 
ITS "RE AL MEAH IIIG." THE IMP ACT OF TH E RETUR N WAS INCR EAS ED 
BY ITS TIMING, AS THE BRONZE S \/ERE RETURN ED 011 TH E EVE 
~F THE FULL MOOH OF TAZAUNGOA ING, A MAJOR BUOOHI ST 
REL IGIOUS FESTI VAL CENTERED AROUIIO OONATIOIIS FROM {HE 
PUBLIC TO THE MONKS ; IN A HIGHL Y RELIGIOUS COl111UHIT Y THIS 
\/AS A TRULY AUSPICIOU~ MOMENT . 

9. (L OU) THE RETURN· Of THE BROUZES, 1/HICH ARE A UNIQUE 
RELIC, OF VER Y HIGH ARTISTIC ANO ARCHEOLOGICAL VALUE, 
OF ·suRMA' S PYU PER I OD 16TH TO 9TH CENTURIES A. D,), 
MAY I/ELL SPARK INCREASED BURME SE INTERE ST IN THE RECOVERY 
OF OTHER ARTI STIC TREAURE S. THE MOST LIKEL Y TARGET 
IIOULO BE THE PAGAN-PERIOD ~RE SCOS "S TOLEN " BY A GERMAH 
TRAVELLER IH 1898 AHO HOii KEPT IN A MUS EUM IN HAMBURG. 
THE BRITI SH MUSEUM HAS, IN EARL IER YEARS, RET URNED A SU BSTANTIAL 
NUMBER OF. ART OBJECT S, INCLUD ING MUCH OF THE REGAL IS OF 
THE LATER BURMESE KINGS, AIIO THE BRITI SH AR E THEREFORE 
IN GOOD DOOR Ill TH IS REGAR O. \IE 00 II OT KN Oii OF AHY 
CONT ROVERS IAL BURMESE ART OBJECT S IH THE UHI TED ST ATE S. 

10. (LOU) SYMBOL S ARE VER Y IMPORT ArH IH BURMA, AND 
\IE BELIEVE THAT MR . ELL SOIIRTH ' S RETURN OF THESE ART 

,, 
I 

I 
I 

TREASURES HAS MADE A SIGN IFICANT PSYCHOL OGI CAL IMPACT 
ON BURl1£SE ATTITUDE S TOI/ARDS THE UNITED ~TATE S, 1/HICH 
SHOULD IMPROVE THE CLI MAT E FOR CUL TURAL COOPERATI ON Ill 
THE FUT URE AN O GEIIE RA LL Y EHHAN CE OUR STAlUS AT A MOM EII T 
\/HEH BURMESE AH ITll OE S TO\/ARIJ S TH E COIIHU NIST 1/0RL O ARE 
AT AN ALL-TIM[ II ADI R BE CAUSE OF TH E NOR Tt KOREAN 
TERRORI ST ATT ACK OF OCTOBER 9. 

11. (LOU ) AC TIOII REQUESTED : AS \IE HAV[ DI SCUS ~ED BY 
TELEPHONE 11 1T H EA /T B, \IE HOPE THAT THE DE PARTMENT \/ Ill 
FIND All APPROP RIATE 1/AY TO OFF ICI ALL Y EXF RE SS TO MR . 
ELLSO\IRTH THE APPRECI ATIOII OF THE UNITED STAT ES GOVER II 
MENT FOR HIS CONTR IBUTION TO BURME SE-AME~IC AN RE LATIONS . 
SALMON 

L tM I T fB 4F-F .£.+Ab U-5r 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

LIMlTED li'ifil~ t;9B ~'f'l'ilfOHMENT'· 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR BOB KIMMITT 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DICK CHILDRESS@__

Return of Bronzes to Burma 

December 8, 1983 

Recommend you sign the memorandum at Tab I to Rosebush. 

Approve ql;J Disapprove 

Attachments 

Tab I Memo for Kimmitt Signature to Rosebush 
A State Draft Reply 
B State Memo dated 12/7/83 w/Cable Rangoon 5507 

cc: Gaston Sigur 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

S/S 8338599 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Wash in1:ton, D.C. 20520 

January 11, 1984 

Mr. Robert M. K;i.mrnitt 
National Security Council 

Alerting NSC on Presidential 
Correspondence 

PYi I 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to President Reagan 
from resident Sa n Yu o f Burma 
which is transmitte or your ' nformation. 

This document was received in the Executive Secretariat 
Information Management Section on January 11, 1984. 

~f~Bb 
Information Management Section 

Executive Secretariat 
ext. 23836 

o;,..~.5 
201630 

J)~o 

--
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.L.IUIJPED OFF'Ie~ - USl!l .......J 

(Classifica~ion) 
. .J 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

P\\ ; 'I{ffiiliSMITTAL FORM"" 

For: Mr. Robert c. McFarlane 
National Security Council 
The White House 

Reference: 

s/s 

Date 

8338599 

January l?c 1984 

To: President Reagan From: Burmese 'President U San Yu 

Date: December 16, 1983 Subject:Acknowledge~~nt o~ President 

Reagan's 11/21/83 letter commending Burmese investigation of Rangoon 
bombing. 
WH Referral Dated: NSC ID# 

X 

--,,{-,.i""""f_a_n_y .... )-

The attached item was sent directly to the 
Department of State. 

Action Taken: 

X 

Remarks: 

A draft reply is attached. 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no obj .~ction to the 
proposed travel. 

Other. 

Since the Burmese President's letter is an 
believe no reply is expected or needed. 

/JA:--he ~ 

Secretary 

LIMIIEfl OEEIC:tAI:. USE 

(Classification) 



TO PRESIDENT 

KEYWORDS : BURMA 

NSC/ S PROF ILE UNCLASSIFIED 

FROM U SAN YU 

HILL, C 

HS 

ID 8400275 

RECEIVED 11 JAN 84 17 

DOCDATE 16 DEC 83 

11 JAN 84 

SUBJECT . LTR TO PRES FM BURMA PRES SAN YU RE BURMA BOMBINGS 

-------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------
ACTION . PENDING STATE DRAFT DUE : 18 JAN 84 STATUS D FILES 

-------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------

COMMENTS 

REF# 

FOR ACTION 

STATE 

8338599 

FOR CONCURRENCE 

LOG NSCIFID 

ACTION OFFICER (S) ASSIGNED ACTION REQUIRED 

Yt~ ree-'D sZA.re.. fYJefltO 

----- £ To"'--~ ...M2 a£.1iQ/\ [~u.i<llul 

- - ---- - - ----- ------------
DISPATCH ____ ________ ___ ___ __ _ 

DUE 

FOR INFO 

CHILDRESS 

SIGUR 

MARTIN 

( CL 

COPIES TO 

( C) 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

S/S 8338599 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Wash in&1on. D .C. 20520 

January 11, 1984 

Mr. Robert M. K~itt 
National Security Council 

Alerting NSC on Presidential 
Correspondence 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter to President Reagan 
from President San Yu of Burma 
which is transmitted for your information. 

This document was received in the Executive Secretariat 
Information Management Section on January 11, 1984. 

~f~f-b 
Information Management Section 

Executive Secretariat 
ext. 23836 
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The Honourable Ronald Reagan 

President of the United States 

of America. 

PRESIDENT 

SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF BURMA 

• r,i;' ···.,.' ··i•· ~.1't· ~ ~< .. •, J 

(
;·· °:'· --~.' ' . . ·,;-,· _. 

, .. >\~ i ~ • $ t 
.. ·.,-·,, r' ~/~). . 1,, -T~ 



No. 21 / 51 

. ' 

EMBASSY OF THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF 

THE UNION OF BURMA 

CHANCERY 

2~ S STREET, N. W. 

- - · ·--···- .. W",SHINh!'l:>N. o._c . 20008_ - 4089 

The Embassy of the Socialist Republic of the 

Union of Burma presents its compliments to the Depart· 

ment of State and has the honour to forward herewith 

and request the latter that the Cover containing a 

letter from His Excellency U SAN YU, President of the 

Social i st Republic of the Union of Burma, addressed to 

The Honourable RONALD WILSON REAGAN, President of the 

United States of America, be transmitted to its high 

destination_, 

The ~mbassy of the Socialist Republic of the 

Union of Burma avails itself of this opportunity to renew 

to the Department of State the assurances of its highest 

consideration, 

Washington, D,C,, January S, 1984 
\ 

The Department of State 

Washington, D, C, 20S Z0 

Putli, 
,i1,"'~-".l . 7!' .,...,. 
r: .(-: · ~~;: 
J~~/~ -~ .. :. 

1.. •• · ~. 

·' 
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PRESIDENT 

OCIALIST REPUBLIC OF THE UNION Of' BURMA 

tG, December 1983 

Dear Mr. President, 

I thank you for your kind letter cf 21 

November, 1983 concerning the investigations and 

subsequent actions taken by our authorities 

concerned regarding the unfortunate and tragic 

incident of 9 October, 1983. 

I deeply appreciate your expression of 

sympathy with regard to the tragic consequences. 

The Honourable Ronald Reagan 

President of the United States 

cf America. 

Sincerely, 

San Yu 



CO:N,PIDflH.t!'~ 

tONFiO~TIAL 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHI NGT9N , D.C. 20506 

3768 

.....-
CCJ~~.j; 

May 11, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR CHARLES HILL 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

/.:Mc// 
/~~£Ji/~ 

SUBJECT: Ambassador to the United States from the 
Socialist Repub l i c of the Union of Burma (U) 

The President has reviewed and concurs in the recommendation 
of the Department of State that the appointment of U Maun 
Muang Gyi as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the Social ist Republic of the Union of Burma to the United 
States would be agreeable to the Government of the United 
States. You are requested to so inform the Government of 
Burma. (C) 

<AfWE TPFNTI i:L 

¼~\ ~\, lvJ 
Robert M. Kimmitt 
Executive Secretary 

Declassify on: Appointment as Ambassador 

eONRnENTIAI-



3768 . 
MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

May 10, 1984 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT C. MCFARLANE 

FROM: RICHARD CHILDRESS~ 

SUBJECT: Appointment of U Maung Muang Gyi of Burma 
as Ambassador to the United States 

At Tab II, State has requested that the President agree to the 
appointment of the new Burma Ambassador to the United States. 
A review of his bio indicates that he would make a good 
Ambassador. 

Gaston Sigur is out of town. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you approve 
sign and forward 

Approve 

Attachments 

the appointment 
the Agrement at 

t-

Kimmitt/Hill Memorandum 

by authorizing Bob Kimmitt to 
Tab I to State. 

Disapprove 

Tab I 
Tab II State Memorandum dated 5/9/84 with attachments 

Bio (SECRET) 

cc: Gaston Sigur 

Declassify on: OADR 



8413631 

United States Department of State 

Washington , D.C. 20520 3768 

May 9, 1984 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT C. McFARLANE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Appointment of u Maung Muang Gyi of the 
Socialist Republic of the Union of Burma 
as Ambassador to the United States. 

The Government of the Socialist Republic of the Union of 
Burma has inquired whether our Government agrees to the 
appointment of U Maung Muang Gyi as Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the Socialist Republic of the Union of 
Burma to the United States (Tab 2). A biography of u Maung 
Muang Gyi is attached (Tab 1). 

The Department believes from the information available that 
U Maung Muang Gyi will make a good Ambassador to the United 
States and recommends that the President agree to the proposed 
appointment. If he concurs, the Department will inform the 
Government of the Socialist Republic of the Union of Burma. 

Ch~~ill 
Executive Secretary 

Attachments: 

1. Biography. 

2. Diplomatic note dated 
May 3, 1984 from Embassy of 
the Socialist Republic of 
Burma. 

UNCI.ASSIAED UPOM REMOVAL\ ~ ~ 9 

OF CI.A.SSlFIED ENCLOSURE(S) 1J_\ 

(UNCLASSIFIED UPON REMOVAL 
OF ATTACHMENTS) 

AL 



WITHDRAWAL SHEET 
Ronald Reagan Library 

Collection Name 

WHITE HOUSE OFFICE OF RECORDS MANAGEMENT 
(WHORM): SUBJECT FILE 

Withdrawer 

DLB 2/19/2010 

File Folder FOIA 

CO025 (BEGIN-299999) Sl0-306 
SYSTEMATIC 

Box Number 

47 250 

ID Document Type 

Document Description 

No of Doc Date Restric-

85180 PAPER 

BIO 

pages 
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The above documents were not referred for declassification review at time of processing 
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Excellency, 

EMBASSY OF THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF 

THE UNION OF BURMA 

2300 S STREET. N . W . 

WASHINGTON. D . C . 20008 

May 3, 1984 

I have the honour to inform 

Your Excellency that my Government has decided 

to appoint U MAUNG MAUNG GYI as Ambassador Extra

ordinary and ~ienipotentiary of the Socialist 

Republic of the Union of Burma to the United 

States ·of America. I would request Your 

Excellency to accept this letter as a formal 

proposal for the appointment of U MAUNG MAUNG GYI 

as my successor, whose Curriculum Vitae is herewith 

attached. 

- Please accept, Excellency, the 

assurances of my highest consideration • 

.. 

The Honourable George P. Shults 

Secretary of State 

Washington, D.C. 

( U KYEE MYINT ) 
Ambassador 



National_~curity Council 
T~hite House 

, '.'' IJ All: 06 
SEQUENCE TO 

Dep. Exec. Sec'y 

Bob Kimmitt 

John Poindexter 

Tom Shull 

Wilma Hall 

Bud Mcfarlane 

Bob Kimmitt 

NSC Secretariat 

Situation Room 

System# 

Package# 

DISPOSITION 

D 

I = lnformatio D= Dispatch N = No further Action 

cc: VP Meese Baker Deaver Other ___________ _ 

COMMENTS Should be seen by: _________ _ 
(Daterfime) 
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