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H.R. 3706- “An Act to Amend title 5, United
States Code, to make the birthday of

Martin Luther King, Jr.,

a legal public holiday.”
November 2, 1983




RNinetp-cighth Congress of the Linited States of America

AT TIHE FIRST SESSION

Bogun and heid ar 1the City of Washington on Monduy, the third duy of Josmars.
one thousand nine Mundred wnd eights dhree

A Acx
To nowrnd Lithe & Upsted Ba -w-.u—a Ahe brthday of Martin Luder King
® bgal pabuin Sudiday
Be it enacted by the Semate and House of R migdioes of the
Uas ‘«J'i(nho(.lmﬂ " ml--‘vvn“nMnl section 61082

of tithe &, United States Code, s amended by insorting kmmediately
b o lh- tem relating to New Year's Duy IL following:
“Birthday of Martin Luther King Jr., the thisd Monday in
Jan\-rv %
Sec 2 The smendment mado by the find section of this Act shall
l‘Ir effect on the first Jasuary | that cocurs alter the two yvar
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Vice President of the Unifed States and
President of the Senale
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Questions:
1. What s the difference between a bill and
an act? Taamidm e —.— —

Take a look at “H.R. 3706"” and answer the following questions:

2. Did this act originate in the House of Representatives or the Senate? How do you know this?
3. Listthree adjectives to describe how this act looks.

4. How many sections are in the act?

5. List the names of two people who signed the act.

6. When was Martin Luther King, Jr. Day first observed?

Background Research: Read the additional documents online. How many members of Congress voted in favor

of the act? How many voted against? What were the reasons for voting against the act?
Connections to California State Standards:
11.10- Students analyze the development of federal civil rights and voting rights.
12.3- Students evaluate and take and defend positions on what the fundamental values and principles of society are, their
interdependence, and the meaning and importance of those values and principles for a free society.
12.4- Students analyze the unique roles and responsibilities of the three branches of government as established by the U.S.

Constitution.
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