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JD# 302453 
' TFE v1FITE \f-TOUSE 

CORRFSPONDFNCE 

INCmUNC-! 

w .23-01 _ 
_,,,-:::: 

DATE PECFIVED: APRIL 12, 1°85 

NAME OF £0RRESPONDENT: MR. SAMUEL GREENBERG 

SUBJECT: EXPRESSES DISAPPOINTMENT WITH THE PRESIDENT'S 
DBCISION NOT TO VISIT A NAZI \CONCENTRATION 

\CAMP WFEN VISITING GERMANY 

ACTIO:t-J 

ROUTE TO: ACT DATE 
OFFICE/ Arn-1.cy ( STAFF :t--TAMF) ,CODF YY / MM/ DD 

ORG 85/04/12 

DISPOSITION 

TYPE ,C ,COMPLETED 
RESP D YY/MM / DD 

/iAII (! .i1fd; .LS-
vs. 

/ REFERRAL l'TOTR: 
tjr WJ2/!.rl A HlJL C [2_ / Ot, I / ,'I l;.B 

• 
_ !_!_ _/_/ _ 

REFERRAL NOTR: 
_ !_!_ _!_! _ 

REFERRAL NOTE.: 
_ !_!_ - _/_! _ 

REFERRAL NOTR: 

ADDITIONAL CORRFSPONDFNTR: MEDIA:L Il'TDIVIDUAL CODES.: 

PL MAIL USER CODES: (A) ( B) ------ ~-----

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION \CODES.: 
* 

*DISPOSITION£0DES.: 
* 

*A-APPROPRIATE A.CTION *A-ANSWERED 
~C-COMMENT /PECOM *P-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSF *,C-.COMPDETED 
*F-FUPNJSF FACT SFFFT *S-STTSPENDED 
*I-INFO ,COPY/NO ACT NRC'* 
*R-DIRECT RFPLY W/COPY * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * 
*X-JNTFFIM RFPLY * 

*OUTGOING * 
* CORRESPONDENCE: * 
*TYPE RESP= Il'TITIALS * 
* ·oF SIGNER * 
* £ODE= A * 
*rOMPLETFn = DATE OF * 
* OUTGOING* 
* * 
* * 
* * 

******************************************~************************** 

REFEP 0UFSTIONS AND ROPTING UPPATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 79,0EOB) EXT. 2590 
KFEP TFIS WORKSFEFT ATTACHFn 'TO TPF OPIGHTAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND ,COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MA:t-1AC'F~'1ENT. 
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Jewish War Veterans of the United States of America 
1811 R Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009 

(202) 265-6280 ~'60 
K19'.......d w~ 

NATIONAL COMMANDER 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20050 

Dear Mr. President: 

0485086R 

April 9, 1985 

I am __ ~Q!.~ly d_iq.a_p12Q;int.e_d _with yo:u:i::- . dec:;:i_s.ion not to yisit a 1'Jc:).zi 
conc.entrcJ.t;iQ!l_ .c~m.P wl)en you ar.e .in ... G.er.ma.,ny. Our present day friend
ship with West Germany is one between two democracies. The Germany 
of 1985 is not that of 1945. We fought against a Germany, in WWII, 
that was fascist, totalitarian, Nazi - with all of the connations 
and denotations of those terms. Chancellor Kohl certainly remembers 
the war - he escaped from the Nazis. 

This year marks the 40th anniversary of the defeat of Nazism, of 
the end to an era of madness and evil in world history. We dare not 
forget; we cannot, by ignoring, deny what was. George Santaynna 
cautioned us that "Those who do not learn from history are doomed to 
repeat it." It is incumbent upon us to remember, and to remind others 
of what was possible. 

As National Commander of an organization of veterans who fought, 
bled, and died to defeat fascism, I urge you to reconsider. It would 
be especially meaningful for you, as President of the U.S.A., to go to 
a concentration camp site and renew our country's pledge to the support 
of freedom for all oppressed people. 

~. ••• . -i ~ . ' 
•1 \IITIIAHI o' 

Sincerely, 

National Commander 
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"' ID# 302503 
' TFE WFITF HOUSE 

COFRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET RIJ3~f)/ 
INCOMINC! 

DATE FECEIVEU: APRIL 19, 1~85 

NAME OF £ORPESPONDENT: MP. BENJAMIN MEED 

SUBJEC~: URGES RECONSIDFPATION OF SUGGESTION TO VISIT -~ 
THE DACHAU DEATH ~AMP DUPING VISIT TO WEST 
GEPMANY 

ROUTE TO: 
OFFL.CE/AC!ENCY (STAFF NAME) 

ACTION 

ACT DATE 
,CODE YY /MM/DI" 

DISPOSITION 

TYPE ,C .COMPLETED 
RESP f' YY/MM/Df' 

/ 

RS HALL BREC!ER ORG 85/04/15 ___ (!. [5/ t'l/ / /4:. , 
REFERF AL NOTE.: ~ 

]-?L-l)O!'!fj_ --: R ~ ;qq; R , . C:f?S lt>9 ~ 
REFERRAL NOTR: 11li1iJ -~. £ '1 Cul\~'.'" ~ 01" ~~ t, , }j 

REFERRAL NOTE.: 

REFERPAL NOTE.: 

RE FE PP.AL NOTF.: 

.COMMEJ\1TS: 

_/_/_ --- - _/_/_ 

_/_/_ --- -- _/ __ ! __ 

_/_/_ --- ~=-/ _7_ 

ArDITIONAL ~ORRESPONDENTS: MEDik:M INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

PL MAIL USER ,CODES.: (A) ( B) (,C) --~~- -~-- --~-

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION .CODES.: 

* 
*DISPOSITION CODES.: 
* 

* A-APPROPRIATE ACTION * A-A1'1SWERED 
*,C-COMMENT /RECOM *F-NON- SPEC-RE FE PR AL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE ~C-COMPLETED 
*F-FURNISF FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NFC* 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * 
*S-FOF-SIGNATURF * 
*Y-INTEPIM REPLY * 

*OUTGOING * 
* COFRESPONDENCE: * 
*TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
* OF SIGNER * 
* CODE= A * 
~COMPLETED= DATE OF * 

* 
* 
* 
* 

OUTGOING* 

* 
* 
* 

********************************************************************* 

RFFER ('UFSTIO:NS 1',ND POUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(POOM 79,0FOB) EXT. 2590 
KEEP 'TIFIS WORKSHEFT ATTAC'FED TO THE OPIGIJ\1AL INCOMHTC' 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES Af-Tf) SEND .COMPLETED RECORD ··To RECORDS 
MA:t--1ACEMF'NT. 
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QEiR MA 1PR!S I O!NT i 

WE 00 'NOT ·UND!AITAND AND IT JS 0u:1,JCULT FOR us ·yo 8£1;.f!~e ·, 

WHAT tS !MAF'P!NINGT 

·I 

1• 

r WE ·MAYE NOTEO 'WtT,H Sli!OCI< ANO DISMAY . VOi.JR 'PL.-NS AS ANNOUNCIC . IN . TM! v · ~ 
I PRESS TO VISIT A ,GE!1'MAN Ml I.. IT •RV CEMEtEAY NJ~ T M0NTM AFTER RIFUS J NG " , -~-t 
1 SUGGSSTf0N$ TO VISIT . DACHAU TO 'COMM!MOR~TE THI 40TM ANNlV!~S•RV m, · , 

OUR ,LIBEAATtON ,Ro~ T~E D!Mt~ , CAMPI e, ". A~tA?CAN t $0L0t!•s, ~iNV If · WC~ •ttaw f 
$ACR 1,te10 Tt-lEIR -LIV.I& 4N0 WHOM ·Ill! CANNGT ,oRIH'r, · , . ....,, '. 

' . 
wt ARE EXTR!fl1EL.V ,S ADDf:NE0 .· •NO aew U,DeREO ,ev VCUR PL.ANS ·ll!C AUii WI t 

A!MfJMBER :SO V f YlDL:Y AND WI TM GR AT l TUOE y,r,LJ!lt APP!ARANC! · 2 Yf A:AS i$0 t N 1 ~· 
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,.AS A MAN WHOSE MEiRT ZS WiTM YOU ANO AS ·PRE$f0!NT ,o, A. f'!OPLI 
YOU .ARE iNOW -SO 'MUCM A !'ART OF., ,OUR MOST SACRiD TAIi< NDW 11 INSURING 
TMAT 'TM£ MIMORV 1QF T,M r 8 'GREATEST OF 1MtJMMN TFI A&ICtES, TME - MDl.lOC Aus,, 
N!~ER FAD!IJ 'THAT IT J S !r.ESSONS ARE NOT FORGOTTEN," 

KlND~Y BE AWAA! "TMAT AS YOU AR! VlS!TtNG TM! GERMAN CE~!Tf•Y -ON MMY 
Si 1HAT ·VERV DAV A THOUSAND 'FORM!~ SS SO~Ot!Rf -•ND NAZt ~8VMPAT~IJ!RS 
W%LL GANifER A't ·HOTEL · KRON! ~N 1NISl!L'IONG, W!ST ·Gl,-MINV 11C ~!M!M15!R 
THE ! GOOD 01.0 1DAVSft ,AND MOW RN ·Mt TL!R f I Dlfl'IAT 1 
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NEXT WEIK 1110USAND$ U,-ON · TH0USUICS ·· 0, ,iH~i'Vf~OFtl WtLL M!!T IN . NIW -11 VCIRIC 1 '•if. + i, .J, 
~T 'MALHSON 8$U~RE (UROEN ·ON APRIL 11 ·,oR TH! ·01SIRVU-lC! 1CF TIit£ DAVS \ · , ~ 11 

OF :R!ME~BIIUNCf 11 :$tMt1.!AR !V!NtS lijJI..L 'lAliC! ·PL.AC! :QN T.M£ · IAM! ·14¥ IN · ·I " , 
MjJOR '. CITIES TMACUGHOUT 'THE :ccUNT~V AN0 ' TMI WOFH.0 1 · · i.: 

-..,/ 

OUR ·PEOPLE ·CANNOT 'FOFIGl1•!!iMOW 'COU\iD ;W! 'F.CRGET ~HOT R[ALLV MA,P'ENEO ao '' ''1 

V,£ARS AGO! 
TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR-WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS .___, 
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.... ID# 302525 
THE WHITE FOPSE 

CORRESPONDFNCE TR~CKING WORKSHEET J7<gjtJ/ 
INCOMIN(! 

DAT E PECEIVED: APRIL 19, 1°85 

NAME OF COPRESPONDEN~: THE FONORABLE MARIO BIAGGI 

SUBJECT: URC-ES C~NCELLING VISIT TO TFF PITBURG 
MILITARY CEMETERY IN GERMANY DURING EUROPEAN 
TRIP 

ACTION DISPOSITION 

ROUTE TQ: 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAF.F NAME) 

ACT DATE TYPE 
CODE YY/MM/DD RFSP 

C COMPLETED 
D YY/MM/DD 

M. B. OC-LESBY 
PEFERPAL NOTE.: 

REFFPPAL NOTE.: 
/ 

PEFERPAL NOTE.: 

REFERRAL NOTE.: 

REFERRAL NOTE.: 

Cm1MFNTS.: 

ORG 

--~~~----- -~--

P5/04 (iJ 1 /j I~~~) ;C~pg ~y, 

. ___ /_/_ ----- - _/_/_ 

- /_/_ --- - -~/_/_ 

- ---- - ----- -- ___ 11 

___ !_/_ --- - __ /_/ ----

ADDITIONAL ~OPPESPONDENTS: MEDIA:T INDIVIDUAL CODES: 1230 

MAIL USER CODES.: (A) ( B) ( C) ------ -------- --------

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES: 

* 
*DISPOSITION CODES: 
* 

*A-APPPOPPIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-COMMENT/RECO:M *B-NON-SPEC-REFEPRAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 

*OUTGOING * 
* CORRESPONDENCE: * 
*TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
* OF SIGNER * 
* CODE= A * 
*COMPLETED= DiTE OF * *F-FURNISR FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED 

*I-INFO ,COPY/NO ACT NEC* 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * 
*Y-INTEPIM REPLY * 

* 
* 
* 
* 

OUTGOING* 
* 
* 
* 

********************************************************************* 

REFER 0UESTIONS AND ROUTINr UPP.ATES TO CENTPAL PEFFPFNCE 
(ROOM 79,0EOB) EXT. 2590 
KEFP THIS WORf<'SRFFT ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCmUNG 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND C'OMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 



u THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG T-0 N 

May 8, 1985 

Dear Mario: 

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President's State 
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth 
of your concerns and assure you the President's feelings about the crimes 
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt. 
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit 
the revulsiori all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in 
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them. 
As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands 
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp 
April 21, there can and should be no absolution. 

President Reagan is certain you agree that , as part of our efforts to learn 
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for 
reconciliation . The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit 
to a German military cemetery in Bitburg , and he has honored that request. 

For four decades , the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt 
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has , in countless ways, demonstrated 
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including 
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom . 
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important 
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its 
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes 
of Nazism. 

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at 
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one 
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built. 
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from 
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the 
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi 
regime and its crimes . 

Sincerely, 

M. B. Oglesby, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 

The Honorable Mario Biaggi 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/e~h=-~ os 
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs . 
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00200 GOVT BLJWASkINGTON DC 231 

PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

WHITE HDUSF DC 

- DEAR PRESIDENT REAGAN: 

() - -1 ,.) ':) ,. .. "$,Q A.f._ 0- 12 .<f -- .. 1.',. ..:, .::, -.'.J •• t: ... ::-:11'' ; P/D < ') 

, '· r 

I UNDERSTAND YOU ARE CONSIDERING A VISIT TO THE BITBLJRC 

MILITARY LEMETERY IN GERMANY AS PART OF YDLJR UPCOMING EUROPEAN 

TRIP. I URGE YOU TO CANCEL lHIS VISIT BECAUSE IT IS BOTH 

~ INAPPROPRIATE AND INS~NSITXVE TO THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF OUR 

NATION A~D THE WORLD. AND TO AMERICAN VETERANS Of WORLD WAR I 

i~ND II .. 

WHEN YOU CHOSE NnT TO VISIT ·rrlF CONCENTRATION CAMP AT DACHAU, 

- AS PART Of T 1 IS SAME TRIP, YOU EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT IT MIGHT 

REKINDLE F~ARS AND ANGUISrl Of THIS HORRIBLE ERA IN WORLD hISTORY. 

I CONTEND -HAT A VISIT TO A CEMETERY WHERE ONLY GERMAN SOLDIERS AND 

- ~IVILIA~S ARE BuRIED PRESENTS A GREATER OPPORTUNITY TO RfOPEN WOUNDS 

IN THE JEWISrl COMMUNITY. iT IS IMPDSSIBLf NOT TO ASSUM£ TrlAT AMONG 

THOSE IN BITBURG CEMETERY WOL1LD BE GERMAN SOLDIERS RESPONSIBLE FOR 

THE MURDER OF INNOCENT JEWISrl MEN. ~OMEN AND CHILDREN IN THf NAZI 

~ - fiEICN OF TERROR. THE VERY POSSIBlLITY OF TrlIS SHOULD CAUSE YOU TO 

WA~T TO CANCEL THIS VISIT. 

LENDS FURTHfR JUSTIFICATION FOR CANCELING THIS VISIT. IF WE ARf TO 

PAY HONOR TO THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE END OF WORLD WAR II, OUR 

PRIMARY TRIBUTE SrlOULD BE PAID TO THE BRAVE AMERICAN SOLDIE~S WHO 

Ct,~JF UP THE IF~ 1...1 1.JES IN D1:::FENSE OF FF<'.EEDOM. -

\ HOP~ YOU WILL ACT SWIFTLY TO CANCEL THIS VISIT. 

MARIO BIACGI MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

I 



THE WBITF lPOUSE 
COPRESPONDENCE TRACKIJ\TC, WORKSHEET 

DATE RECEIVED: APRIL 1S, 1985 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT.: THE HONORABJ,E ALAN G. HEVESI 

SUBJECT: OPPOSES DECISION TO VISIT GERMAN MILITARY 
CEMETERY DURING EUROPEAN TRIP 

ID# 302527 

ACTION DISPOSITION 

ROUTE TO: 
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAMF) 

ACT DATE TYPE 
~OPE YY/MM/DD RESP 

C COMPLETED 
D YY/MM/DD 

REFERRAL NOTE.: 

REFERRAL NOTE.: 

REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE.: 

__ / _j __ --- -- _/ _j -

__ / _ _/ __ --- ~ __ I _j __ 

__ / __ / -- -- __ !_/_ 

Cm11MFNTS.: PPESIDEf-.T'Il, PATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JEWISB 
LE~ISLATOPS, 73-15 YELLOWSTONE BOULEVARD, 
FOREST HILLS, NY 11375 

ADDITIONAL .CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:T INDIVIDUAL CODES.: 2200 

IA MAIL USER CODES.: (A) ----~-

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES: 

* 
*DISPOSITION .CODES.: 

* 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-COMMFNT/RECOM *R-NON-SPEC-REFEPPAL 
*D-DRAFT PESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 
*F~FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDEP 
*I-INFO ' COPY/NO ACT NFC* 
*P-DIPECT REPLY W/COPY * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * 
*Y-INTERIM REPLY * 

*OUTGOING * 
* CORRESPONDENCE: * 
*TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
* OF SIGNEP * 
* CODE= A * 
*COMPLETPD = DATF OF * 
* OUTGOING* 
* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
* 

********************************************************************* 

RFFFR ('UESTIONS AND POUTH1G TTPDATF.S TO CENTRAL PEFERFNCP 
(ROOM 7S,OEOB) EXT. 2590 
KEEP THIS i•7ORKSHEET ATTACFED TO THF ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
~IIAJ\TAGEMFNT. 
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PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

1_.,JHITI::: HDUSE DC 

DEAR MR PRESIDFNT 

PJ'1 "" 
0 u n 

YOUR DECISION TO AVOID DAChAU AND TO FORGET OR DOWN PLAY THE 

HOLOCAUST HAS SHOCKED AND INFURIATED AMERICAN JEWS. IT IS THE HEIGHT 

OF INSENSITIVITY ALTHOUGH WONDERFUL NEWS FOR THE AMERICAN NAZI PARTY. 

PLEASE RECONSIDER 

- ASSEMBLYMAN ALAN G HEVESI DEPUTY MAJORITY LEADER NY STATE ASSEMBLY 

PRESIDENT NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF JEWISH LEGISLATORS 

/ 
/ 
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ID# 302532 
TFE WHITE HOUSE 

CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET TKa~v/ 
INCOMING 

DATE PECEIVFD: APPIL 19, 1985 

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE HOWARD M. METZENBAUM 

SUBJECT: URGES A~DING VISIT TO THE DACFAU SITE DTTRING 
VISIT TO GERMANY 

ROUTE TO: 
OEFICE/AC-'ENCY (STAF.F NAME) 

M. B. OGLESBY 
REFERRAL t,TOTR: 

REFERRAL NOTR: 

REFERRAL NOTR: 

REFERRAL NOTR: 

REFERRAL NOTR: 

COMMENTS: 

---

ACTION 

ACT DATE 

DISPOSITION 

TYPE .C ,COMPLETED 
RESP D YY/MM/DD CODE YY/MM/DD 

OPG 85/04/15): )Lt) !~l>'::>-:DY ~ 
__ / __ / __ 
__ _/_/ -- ~-
_I _ _I __ 

_! __ _!__ . . 

- _/ _ _/ __ 
:=---/ _ _! -

-- _/_! __ 

-- __ / __ / __ 

ADDITIONAL £0PRESPONDE~TS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 1210 

MAIL USFR CODES.: (A) ----- (B) ____ _ (C) ____ __ 

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES: 
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*DISPOSITION .CODES: 
* 

*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-COMMENT/RECOM *B-NON-SPFC-REFERPAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE ~c~coMPLETED 
*F-FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPFNDED 
*I-INFO \COPY/NO ACT NEC* 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * 
*S-FOP-SIGNATURE * 
*Y-INTERIM REPLY * 

*OUTGOING * 
* COPPESPO~DFNCR: * 
*TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
* OF SIGNER * 
* £ODE= A * 
*,COMPLETED = DATE OF * 
* OUTGOING* 
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* * 
* * 

********************************************************************* 

REFER 0UFSTIO~S AND POUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 79,0EOB) EXT. 2590 
KFEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACBED TO THE ORIGHTAL H1COMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND ,COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 



Dear Howard: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHLNGTON 

May 8, 1985 

Thank you for sharing with us your views concerning the President1s State 
Visit to the Federal Republic of Germany. We fully understand the depth 
of your corrcerns and assure you the President1s feelings about the crimes 
against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime are no less deeply felt. 
President Reagan has attempted to make absolutely clear during his visit 
the revulsion all Americans feel for the horrors which were committed in 
the name of the German state and our determination not to forget them. 
As you know, his itinerary included a ceremony at Bergen-Belsen concen
tration camp in order to pay homage to all those who perished at the hands 
of the Nazis. As he said on the anniversary of the liberation of that camp 
April 21, there can and should be no absolution. 

President Reagan is certain you agree that, as part of our efforts to learn 
from the experiences of this dark era, we must not reject opportunities for 
reconciliation. The President was asked by Chancellor Kohl to pay a visit 
to a German military cemetery in Bit burg, and he has honored that request. 

For four decades, the Federal Republic of Germany has faced up to the guilt 
and responsibilities of its Nazi past and has, in countless ways, demonstrated 
concretely its commitment to democratic ideals and human rights, including 
standing shoulder to shoulder with us in the Alliance in defense of freedom. 
With particular regard to the younger generation in Germany, it is important 
to demonstrate that, while we continue to hold the nation responsible for its 
past, we do not consider them to bear individual responsibility for the crimes 
of Nazism. 

Let me make clear that the President does not consider his appearance at 
Bitburg to represent an act of forgiveness for those crimes, but rather one 
of acknowledgment of the democratic society the German people have built. 
He considers this to be a positive gesture which in no way detracts from 
his full and heartfelt commitment to remember and honor the victims of the 
Holocaust and the American soldiers who gave their lives to defeat the Nazi 
regime and its crimes. 

Sincerely, 

M. B. Oglesby, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 

The Honorable Howard M. Metzenbaum 
United States Senate 
Washington, D . C . 20510 

--·-· · --·---· 

MBO/STATE/NSC/KRJ/ech-MBO8 
cc: Will Ball, Cong. Affrs .i/ 

\ 
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COMMITTEES: 

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
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JUDICIARY 
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HUMAN RES OUR CES 

The President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 

Dear Mr. President: 

WASHINGTON, D.C, 20510 

April 12, 1985 

According to press reports, the current itinerary for 
your forthcoming visit to the Federal Republic of Ge rmany 

BUDGET 

will include a visit to a military cemetery wherein are interred 
German soldiers who died in the service of the Third Reich. 
Your Germany trip will not, however, include a visit to the site 
of the infamous Dachau concerrtration camp. 

I believe that this schedule, if adhered to, will create 
a most unfortunate impression about the attitude of our country 
toward the crimes of the Nazi regime. I urge you in the strongest 
terms, therefore, to add to your program a visit to the Dachau 
site. 

Me 
ited States 
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Dear Mr. Hayutin: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 2, 1985 

/ 

On behalf of President Reagan, I want to acknowledge your 
message and the deep concern that led you to oppose his 
decision to visit the German military cemetery at Bitburg, 
West Germany. I can assure you that the President under-

- stands the persORal sense- of pain you expressed in your 
communication. As he said in his remarks- on May 5 at the 
Bitburg Air Base ; he recognizes and regrets the distress 
this visit prompted in what should be a time of healing. 

The President_has asked me to send you the enclosed tran-~ 
scripts of his remarks at the Bergen-Belsen Concentration 
Camp and at Bitburg Air~Base. He hopes that they will help 
you unde-rstand his conviction, assert§_d anew- following his 
\Lisi t to }iergen-Belsen, "We will never forget, and we sa~ 

: with the - vic_tims of -that Holocaust: = Never agai~." 

With the President's best \'[ishes, 

Sincer~ly, 

Anne Higgins 
Special Assistant to the President 

and Director of C9rrespondence 

The Honorable Murray Paul Hayutin 
2198 Green Oaks Drive 
Littleton, CO 80121 
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T n B N n E N ,,, E ,~ c n 1 (J 3 o 4 .... 1 2 :i. o 2 ::i A E i:; Ta s A r R 1 2 
~- PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

WHITEHOU!:1E DC 

I HAVE ACTED AS YOUR COLORADO STATE FINANCE CHAIRMAN IN BOTh ThE 1980 

AND 1984 ELECTI □~. I AM CURRENTLY SERVING AS YOUR APPOINTEE AS A , __ 
MEMBER OF T~E ADVISORY COMMITTEE OF TnE PBGC. I CHAI~ BOTH TrlE 

REGULATION SUB COMMITTEE AND THE TASK FORCE ON PRIVATIZITION OF THE 

-: PBGC. IT WOULD BE DIFF!CU _T TO FIND TWO GREATER SUPPORTfRS OF YDU 

~ NEITHER OF US HAS EVER CRITICIZED ONE OF YOUR DECISIONS. WE REALIZE 

THAT THINKING PEOPLE WILL NOT AGREE AT ALL TIMES. 

~ YOU CANNOT IMAGINE HOW WE FELT WHEN IT WAS ANNOUNCED YOU WOULD VISIT 

A CEMETERY WHERE NAZI WAR DEAD ARE BURIED. WhILE I ASSUME YOU MAY 

HAVE ALREADY OR WILL S00~ RECONSIDER THIS ACTION. BOTH PHYLLIS AND I 

~ FEEL IT IMPERATIVE TO STRONGLY fXPRESS OUR DISPLEASURE WITH THIS 

DECISION. IT WOULD BE FAR MORE hUMANITARIAN TO RECOGNIZE THE SIX 

M!LLlON JEWS SLAUGHTE~ED BY THE I AZI BY YOUR VISITING ONE OF THE 

SLAUGHTER HOUSES. PLEASE FEEL FREE FOR YOL! OR YOUR STAFF TO CALL ME 

- - AT MY OFFICE 303-321-7700 OR MY HOME 308-798-7845 IF YOU WOULD WANT 

TO DISCUSS FURTHER. 

MURRAY PAUL HAY0TIN 

2198 GREEN OAKS DR 

LITTLETON CO 80121 

102:3 E::; T 
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PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 

AS A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION THE UNIJED G~~MAN_~~ERICAN COMMITTEE OF 

THE USA SUPPORTS YOUR PLANNED VISIT TO A WORLD WAR II MILITARY 

CEMETERY. WE SPEAK ON BEHALF OF 52 MILLION GERMAN AMERICANS AND URGE 

YOU NOT . TO CHANGE THESE PLANS 

J::!fil-MUT t{RUEGER P~DENT 

5B3 BROADWAY 

WESTWOOD NJ 07675 

1020 EST 
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Mr. John Moore, President 
New York Gold and Silver 

Futures Exchanges 
42 West 35 Street 
New York, New York 10001 

Dear Mr. Moore: 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

May 23, 1985 

I am replying to your April 12 telegram to President 
Reagan regarding his _tr i p to the Federal Republic of 
Germany. 

The President appreciates very much your expression of 
support. Coming on the eve of the 40th anniversay of the 
end of World War II, his visit const ituted an i mportant 
symbol of the reconcilation between the United States and 
the FRG which has allowed us to s tand side by side in de 
fense of freedom and the peace which has been maintain.ed in 
Europe since the war. 

Sincerely, 

4-z~~~~ 
Acting Assistant Se~~~tal 

for Public Affairs 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

0 F F I C E 

MAY 6, 1985 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

302581 

TELEGRAM, DATED APRIL 12, 1985 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MR . JOHN MOORE 
PRESIDENT 
NEW YORK GOLD AND SILVER FUTURES 
EXCHANGE 
42 WEST 35TH STREET 
NEW YORK NY 10001 

SUBJECT: WRITES IN SUPPORT OF PLAN TO VISIT GERMAN 
MILITARY CEMETERY DURING EUROPEAN TRIP 

'--iS1377S 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 



~51377S 

ICS if'MMTZZ CSP 

::. :1. 27 36 Oci :3B PClM ·rnMT NE1<.1 Y 01:;:1-( NY 2<;:, 04 --:1.? q)~;• N/11.? 11:8.:;T P ID : I Ji 

PMS PRfSID~NT RONALD REAGAN RPT DLY MGM 

WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 

- TH~ ENTIRE MCMBERSHIP OF THE NEW YORK GOLD AND SILVCR FUTURES 

EXCHANGE AND TrlE U.S. STCEL fUTURfS EXCHANGE WHOLEHEARTEDLY ENDORSC 

YOUR PLAN TO HONOR GERMAN WAR DEAD. THANK YOU. 

JOHN MOOREv PRESIDENT, NY GOLD AND SIL VER FUTURES EXCHANGf 

NEW YOR~ NY 10001 

-



,ID# 302582 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

CORRESPONDENCE TRACRING WORKSHEET 77<1:J3£/I 
HTCOMING 

DATE RECEIVED: APRIL 19, 1985 

NAME 'OF CORRESPONDENT: MR. DAVID MAKOVSKY 

SUBJECT: 'OPPOSES DECISION TO VISIT GEPMAN MILITARY 
CEMETERY DURING EUROPEAN TRIP 

ACTION DISPOSITTON 

ROUTE TO: 
'OFFICE/ AGENCY (STAFF tTAME) 

MA SHALL BREGER 
REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE.: 

REFERRAL NOTE.: 

REFERRAL NOTE.: 

REFERRAL NOTE.: 

COM~1ENTS: 

ACT DATE TYPE 
CODE YY/MM/DD RESP 

'ORG 85/04/15 

C COMPLETED 
D YY/MM/DD 

---,---,--- C f§_/0./.._ I JJa PY 

--- ______ /_ 

_ /_/_ 

_ /_/_ ---

_!_! _ 

_/_/ _ 

---------------------------------

ADDITIOt1AL CORRESPONDENTS.: MEDIA:T INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

PL MAIL USER CODES.: (A) ------ ( B) ------ (C) ____ _ 

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES: *DISPOSIT,TON CODES: *OUTGOING * 
* * * CORRESPONDENCE: * 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED *TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
*C-CO~MFNT/RECOM *R-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL * 'OF SIGNER * 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED * CODE= A * 
*F-FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED *COMPLETFD = DATF 'OF * 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* * 'OUTGOING* 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * * * 
*S-FOF-SIGNATURE * * * 
*X-HTTEFIM REPLY * * * 
******************************************~************************** 

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 79/0EOB) EXT. 2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ·oRIGINAL INCOMHTG 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEMENT. 



.4-0006625105 04/15/85 

ICS IPMBNGZ CSP 

314726:1.218 POM TDBN ST LOUIS MO 121 04-~~ /\fA~~ ifst: 5 8 
PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN 

WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 

/THE WORLD UNION OF JEWISH STUDENTS FEELS MORALLY REPELLED BY A WHITE 

/ HOUSE- DECISION- TO L..AY A REEF AT THE GRAVES OF NAZIS. WE BELIEVE VERY 

STRONGLY THAT IT IS INCONCEIVABLE TO SPEAK OF MEMORALIZING THE 

VICTIMS OF THE HOLOCAUST AND AT THE SAME TIME PAY HOMAGE TO THEIR 

MURDERERS. TO EXPRESS OUR DEEP FEELINGS OF ANGUISH, JEWISH STUDENTS 

AND CHILDREN OF HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS ARE CURRENTLY PLANNING A PEACEFUL 

GATHERING OUTSIDE THE CEMETARY TO COINCIDE WITH YOUR VISIT TO 

/ 

BITTBURG. 

REALIZING THE ETHICAL DIMENSIONS OF THIS ISSUE WE ARE HOPEFUL THAT 

YOU WILL CHANGE YOUR PLANS AND INSTEAD VISIT THE DACHAU 

CONCENTRATION CAMP. RECONCILIATION BEGINS WITH THE RECOGNITION OF 

MORAL RESPONSIBILITY. NEVER AGAIN MEANS NEVER TO FORGET SO THAT IT 
WILL NEVER HAPPEN AGAIN. 

DAVID MAKOVSKY, CHAIRMAN 

WORLD UNION OF JEWISH STUDENTS 

7472 AHERN CT 

ST LOUIS MO 63130 

0258 EST 

I 



ID# 302585 
TI-TE WHITE HOUSE 

COFFESPONDENCF TRACKING WORKSHEET 7J?ld3JJ/ 
INCOJ.ll!ING 

DATE RECEIVED: APRIL 19, 1985 

NAME 'OF CORRESPOJ\1DENT: ,MR. JACK 'J. KRAIZMAJ:-1 

SUBJECT.: FORWARDS RESOLUTTQrJ URGING RECONSIDERING 
DECISrON TO CANCEL PLANS TO VISIT DACHAU AND ---
PLANS TO VISIT GERMAN MILITARY CEMETERY 

ROUTE TO: 
'OFFICE/ AGENCY (STAFF NAME) 

MARSHALL BREGER · 

ACTION DISPOSITION 

ACT DATE TYPE 
CODE YY/MM/DD RESP 

C COMPLETED 
D YY/MM/DD 

'ORG 85/04/15 __ ~ ~ /!1_/_.L!l ~~· J j) l /)6 IV /4-REFERRAL NOTE: 

REFERRAL NOTE.: 
-' 'I, .g 'i{S/011 I J.!i t;; ~ /~ _12.kp:v, 

AUN: F~~\< l),mc:i.~-c.\\, ... . 
_/_!_ - _/_/_ 

REFERRAL NOTE.: 
_/_/_ - _/_/_ 

REFERRAL NOTE.: 
_!_!_ --- - _, /_/_ 

REFERRAL NOTE.: 

COMMENTS: --------------------------------

ADDITTONAL CORRESPONDEPTS: J.ll!EDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

PL MAIL USER CODES: (A) ____ _ (B) ____ _ (C) ____ _ 

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES: 

* 
*DISPOSITTON CODES: 

* 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-COMMENT/RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 
*F-FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED 
*,I-INFO COPY/J:-.lO ACT J:-.1EC* 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * 
*X-INTERIM REPLY * 

*OUTGOING * 
* CORRESPONDENCE: * 
*TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
* 'OF SIGNER * 
* CODE= A * 
*COMPLETED= DATF 'OF * 
* 'OUTGOING* 

* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
* 

********************************************************************* 

R£FER OUESTIONS AND POUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 79/0EOB) EXT. 2590 
KEEP THIS WORKSHEFT ATTACflED TO THF 'ORIGINAL H 1COMING 
LETTFR AT ALL TIMES AJ:-.1D SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEf-1ENT. 



90.?S'~~ . 
DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN 

EDWIN A. (AL) ROSE ~ 
Commander 

IRVING KELLER l..fYl • 
Sr. Vice-Commander f I ' 

April 12 , 1985 

NATHAN ZERON 
Jr. Vice-Commander 

ELY KATZ 
Quartermaster 

THOMAS TANNIS 
Chaplain 

JACK BERMAN 
Chief of Staff 

ADELE SIMMS 
Auxiliary President 

Past Department Commanders 

·NORMAN L. BERKLEY 

WI/LIAM GREENBERG 
SANFORD ROSENTHAL 
LEONARD GREEN 
ROBERT J. PERLISS 
JOE BALE 
PHILIP GOODMAN 
SIDNEY LANTZ 
HOWARD WA TERSTONE 
DR. LEONARD SCHREIBER 

' LO UIS BENTON 
JACK BERMAN 
CHARLES N. ISA CKSON 

•JOHN LITZKY 
·HARRY L. FRIEDMAN 
ALBERT ROSEN 
JACK SCHWAR TZ 

·1RVING S. CANE 
•GERSON MARDER 
JOHN NEMON 
RALPH EPSTEIN 

·LAWRENCE GUBOW 
JACK J. KRAIZMAN 
HENNY LITTMAN 

·soL. M. HOBERMAN 
BERNARD L. HOFFMAN 

·BEN DESENBERG 
•NORMAN L. BERKLEY 
PHILIP CAN TOR 
HAROLD F. MORAN 

·MAURICE BORDELOVE 
HARRY T. MADISON (PN C.) 

·HARRY SCHAEFFER 
SAMUEL J. RHODES 

·NA THA N LERNER 
·ROBERT ROSEN 
'Deceased 

National Executive Committeeman 

WILLIAM GREENBERG 
National Veterans Service Officer 

AL GORDON 

President Ronald Reagan 
White House 
Washington, D.C . 

Resolution In the Matter of: 
President Reagan's visit to a 
German Military Cemetery and 
his Cancellation of his visit 
to Dachau Concentration Camp. 

Dear Mr . President: 

I am enclosing a Resolution pass~d by the De
partment of Michigan Jewish War Veterans of the United 
States respectfully asking you to reconsider your 
cancellation of your planned visit to Dachau Concen
tration Camp and further to reconsider your plans to 
visit a German Mil_itar_y Cemetery -on -yo_ur--p],.2,_]).p ed visit 
to Germany- next month . 

We sincerely believe that World War II veterans 
will suffer great anguish if you do visit the German 
Military Camp . 

Respectfully yours, 

Cl~ 
JUDGE ADVOCATE 



DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN 
JEWISH WAR VETERANS OF THE UNITED STATES 

RESOLUTION CALLING ON PRESIDENT .RONALD REGAN 
TO RECONSIDER HIS CANCELLATION OF VISITING THE 
DACHAU CONCENTRATION CAMP AND FURTHER TO RE
CONSIDER HIS PLANS ~O VISIT A GERMAN MILITARY 
CEMETERY ON HIS PLANNED VISIT TO GERMANY NEXT. MONTH 

WHEREAS, President Ronald Regan at a news conference on March 

21, 1985 announced that he was cancelling his planned visit to the 

Dachau Concentration Camp when he visits Germany next month in a 

spirit of friendship to the German people, and 

WHEREAS, the white house has announced on April 12, 1985 that 

President Ronald Regan planned to lay a wreath next month at a 

cemetery for German soldiers who fought Americans and other allied 

troops in World War II, said cemetery being located in Bitburg 

where a German tank staging area for the Battle of the Bulge in 

World War II was located, and 

WHEREAS, those buried in the Bitburg Military Cemetery, many 

of them ss Storm Troopers and members of the Nazi Gestapo, parti

cipated in killing our American sons and daughters, and 

WHEREAS, the President's action in cancelling his trip to the 

Dachau Concentration Camp and his new plans to visit the Bitburg 

Military Cemetery is an affront to the memory of the 292,100 

Americans who died in the war against Nazi Germany and is an affront 

to humanity. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Department of Michigan 

Jewish War Veterans of the United States call upon the President of 

the United States to reconsider the cancellation of his planned 

visit to the Dachau Concentration Camp because we can not and should 

not forget the millions of victims murdered in Nazi concentration 
- - - -- - -

camps; any cancellation will add to the anguish that many Americans 

feel especially holocaust survivors. It will demonstrate to the 



world an appalling insensitivity. Only by remembering the holocaust 

can humanity make sure that never again shall there be another 

holocaust. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we call upon President Ronald Regan 

to reconsider his visit to the Bitburg Military Cemetery; because 

such a visit would be paying homage to Nazi soldiers who killed 

Americans. The President's willingness to visit a German Military 

Cenetery shocks us because it opens old wounds among American Vet

erans of world War II who fought the Nazi armies and it would con

stitute an insult to those American sons and daughters who made 

the Supreme Sacrifice in the defense of their country and of human 

freedom and dignity. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be sent 

to President Ronald Regan, the Michigan Congressional Delegation and 

the National Commander of the Jewish war Veterans of the United 

States. 

DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN 
JEWISH WAR VETERANS OF THE UNITED STATES 

~~ 
EDWIN ROSE, STATE COMMANDER 



THE WRITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDE'l'TCE TRAC:r<;ING VlORKSHEET 

INCOMING 

DATE RECFIVED: APRIL 19, 1985 

NAME TOF CORRESPONDENT: MISS ELSBETH M. SEEWALD 

SUBJECT: WRITES UT SUPPORT 'OF PLAN TO VISIT GERMA1'1 

MILITARY CEMETERY 

ID# 302586 

I 

J 
ACTION DISPOSITION 

ROUTE TO: 
'OFFICE/ AGENCY (STAFF NAME) 

ACT DATE 
CODE YY/MM/DD 

TYPE 
RESP 

C COMPLETED 
D YY/MM/DD 

K0JELis 'ORG 85/04/15 ___ C'l55ao12'1M-
REFERRAL NOTE.: ,, (A 

----'-=-~~~------- -L- <?s1~ 1l.tfi~ --c- ts1G ~z.J 13 
EFERRAL NOTE.: 

_!_!_ _!_!_ 
REFERRAL FOTE: 

_!_!_ !_!_ 
REFERRAL }JOTE: 

------REFERRAL NOTF.: 

COl\'TMFNT.S: ---------------------------------

ADDITIO:t-TAL CORRESPONDEtTTS: MEDIA:T ,INDIVIDUAL CODES: 

PL MAIL USER CODES : (A) ( B) ( C) ------ ------ ------

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODES: 

* 
*DISPOSITION CODES: 

* 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED 
*C-C01'-'TMENT/REC0M *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL 
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED 
*F-FUBNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED 
~I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* 
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * 
*X-INTERIM REPLY * 

*OUTGOING 
* CORRESPONDENCE: 

* 
* 

*TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
* 'OF SIGNER * 
* CODE= A * 
*Cm'1PLETED = DATE 'OF * 
* 'OUTGOING* 

* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
* 

********************************************************************* 

REFER QUESTIONS AFD ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE 
(ROOM 79/0EOB) EXT. 2590 
KEEP TRIS WORKSHEET ATTACFED TO TFE 'ORIGINAL INCOMING 
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS 
MANAGEME NT. 



4-018011S105 04/15/85 

ICS IPMBNGZ CSP 

3128707666 POM TDBN MOUNT PROSPECT IL 156 04-:115 ~fAf:tf5 EpT/ ., Q 
PMS PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN . - I 
WHITE HOUSE DC 20500 

DEAR PRESIDENT REAGAN 

GERMAN AMERICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS SUPPORTS YOUR PLAN TO LAY A WREATH 

AT THE CEMETARY IN BITBURG WEST GERMANY AND GERMAN AMERICANS AGREE 
; 

WITH YOU THAT IT IS NECESSARY TO COMMEMOATE THE WAR DtAD ' EVERYWHERE 

AND IN EVERY COUNTRY IF LASTING PEACE IS TO BE THE WORLDS FUTURE 

THIS SYMBOL WOULD BE AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT, PARTICULARLY FOR THE YOUNG 

WEST GERMAN NATO SOLDIERS THAT THEIR FATHERS - SOME OF WHOM MIGHT BE 

BURIED AT BITBURG - WERE ALSO FIGHTING COMMUNIST EXPANSION WHILE 

GIVING THEIR LIVES FOR THEIR COUNTRY <NOT FOR THE NATIONAL SOCIALIST 

PARTY> 

IT IS IN THE INTEREST OF THE UNITED STATES TO EMPHASIZE THIS ASPECT 

OF THE COMMEMORATION FOR THE END OF WORLD WAR II 

IT WOULD SEEM A SHAME IF THE HEAD OF STATE OF THE UNITED STATES WOULD 

REFUSE TO PARTICIPATE IN A CEREMONY SIMILAR TO THE ONE IN WHICH THE 

FRENCH PRESIDENT MITTERAND TOOK PART WITHIN THE PAST YEAR 

SINCERELY 

ELSBETH M SEEWALD NATIONAL PRESIDENT GERMAN AMERICAN NATIONAL 

CONGRESS 

999 ELMHURST RD 

MOUNT PROSPECT IL 60056 

I 




