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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

478 

[f)oOJ-J f~ cJ d 55S 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WASHINGTON 

February 19, 1981 

THE PRESIDENT 

RICHARD V. ALLEN 

r Ff~:-,l! ofa--o I 
roucCJ 

Proclamation of Consular Convention 
wi t h t :fieGerinan 'i5emocr"at1c Re'punTlc 

• ,;; P _., h _,.,,.~-._l>il,w ••1?1PO ,ra 

The State Department has forwarded the Proclamation of the 
Consular Convention between the United States and the German 
Democratic Republic. In accordance with the terms of the 
Convention, it enters into force on February 19, 1981. 

The long and arduous negotiations culminated in the GDR 
acceptance of our position on the crucial nationality, issue, 
i.e., our traditional view that there is one German nation 
which is currently divided into two German states, the 
Federal Republic of German and the German Democratic Republic 
inter alia that we not recognize the German Democratic 
contention that there is a "German Democratic Republic 
nationality." This Convention establishes a basis for our 
Embassy to the GDR to protect United States citizens travelling 
in the German Democratic Republic while maintaining our 
basic position on the sensitive German nationality issue. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the Proclamation at Tab A. 

Approve 

cc: Ed Meese 
James Baker 

Disapprove ------ ------

~L ,_,ji,y;J1 
lo _(vfffr~~-.?2-1/( r:u 
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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED ST.ATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

CONSIDERING THAT: 

The Consular Convention between the United States of America 

and the German Democratic Republic was signed at Berlin on 

September 4, 1979, the text of which is hereto annexed; 

The Senate of the United States of America by its resolution 

of July 2, 1980, two-thirds of the Senators present concurring 

therein, gave its advice and consent to ratification of the 

Convention; 

The Convention was ratified by the President of the United 

States of America on August 7, 1980, in pursuance of the advice 

and consent of the Senate, and was duly ratified on the part of 

the German Democratic Republic; 

It is provided in Article 47 of the Convention that the 

Convention shall enter into force after the expiration of thirty 

days following the date of the exchange of instruments of 

ratification; 

The instruments of ratification of the Convention were 

exchanged at Washington on January 19, 1981, and accordingly 

the Convention enters into force on February 19, 1981; 



-, 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Ronald Reagan, President of the United States 

of America, proclaim and make public the Convention to the end 

that it shall be observed and fulfilled with good faith on and 

after February 19, 1981, by the United States of America and by 

the citizens of the United States of America and all other persons 

subject to the jurisdiction thereof. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have signed this proclamation and caused 

the Seal of the United States of America to be affixed. 

By the President: 

Secretary of State 

DONE at the city of Washington 

our Lord one thousand 

nine hundred eighty-one 

and of the Independence 
. . 

of the United States of 

America the two hundred 

fifth. 
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MEMORANDUM 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

478 ~ 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ebruary 17, 1981 

RICHARD . ALLEN 

RICHARD PIPES ,-t 
Proclamation of Consular Convention with 
the German Democratic Republic 

Your self-explanatory memorandum to the President at Tab I 
forwards for his signature the proclamation of the Consular 
Convention between the United States and the German Democratic 
Republic signed at Berlin on September 4, 1979. The entry 
into force of this Convention is in the national interest of 
the United States. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you forward th memorandum at Tab I to the President. 

Approve _ _,,_____ Disapprove _____ _ 
~I 

l lf -;) / 

l6<V.4- ~?~J-_ 

I 



.. 
8103561 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington , D.C. 20520 

February 13, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. RICHARD ALLEN 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Proclamation of Consular Convention 
with the German Democratic Republic 

Attached for signature by the President is the procla
mation of the Consular Convention between the United States 
of America and the German Democratic Republic signed at 
Berlin on September 4, 1979. 

The Senate gave its advice and consent to ratification 
on July 2, 1980; the President signed the instrument of 
ratification on August 7, 1980, and instruments of ratification 
were exchanged at Washington on January 19, 1981. In accor
dance with. the terms of the Convention, it enters into force 
on February 19, 1981. 

At the time United States-German Democratic Republic 
diplomatic relations were established in 1974, we set as 
our first objective t he negotiation of a consular convention. 
We believed that such a convention was necessary to establish 
a basis for greater contacts between the United States and 
the German Democratic Republic. As a subsidiary, but key 
objective, we dete rmined that nothing in a United States
German Democratic Re p u b lic consular convention could confli ct 
with our traditional v iew that there is one German nation 
which is currently div ided into two German states, the 
Federal Republic of Germany and the German Democratic Republic. 
This required, inter al•ia, that we not recognize the German 
Democratic contention that there is a "German Democratic 
Republic nationality " distinct from that of the Federal 
Republic of Germany. The negotiations were long and arduous, 
but in the end the German Democratic Republic accepted our 
position on the crucial nationality issue, opening the 
way to the signing of the Convention. This Convention 
establishes a basis for our Embassy to the German Democratic 
Republic to protect United States citizens travellin~ in 
the German Democratic Republic while maintaining our basic 
position on the sensitive German nationality issue. As 
such, its entry into force is very much in the United States 
national interest. 

Attachment: 

Proclamation 

H /Cd~ 
L. Paul Bremer, _III 

ecutive Secretary 



- ' . ..... . 
1-JSC/ S PROF ILE UNCLASSIFIED ID 8100478 -RECEIVED 14 FEB 81 09 

TO ALLEN FRCM BRF.MER DOCDATE 13 FEB 81 

KEYWCRI:6: GERMANY DR TRFATIES 

SUBJECT: PROCLAMATION OF COOSUI,AR COOVENTION W/ THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 

ACTION: PREPARE MEMO Fffi ALLEN DUE: 17 FEB 81 STATUS S FILES --- -------.. ---------~---------'----.---------·- _'"'"' ___ -- ----- ------ ------------

CCM-1ENTS 

FOR ACTION 

PIPES 

REF# 8103561 

FOR CCMMENT 

LOG 

FOR INFO 

NSCIFID (M/ 

COPIES TO 

W/AT'ICH FIL 

7 

4 





D O · OUTGOING 

D H · INTERNAL 

WHITE HOUSE 
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET 

~ I -INCOMING ID# 0016 7 8 
Date Correspondence p / 
Received (YY/MM/DD) ~ dJ~/ttJ_o<~f_t)_c,,_ ~tJ S-~ CJ/ 

Name of Correspondent: g J.1rbHa,/iw Ev:/4,,o,,~~ th, J .£/Jkvi 1 ~ -
1~ Jj~ll/1£w /_/I/J,ftJUa:(~r-zt~ 

GY" Ml Mail Report User Codes: (A) ____ (B) ____ (C) ___ _ 

ROUTE TO: 

Office/Agency (Staff Name) 

7/Jai 

ACTION 

Tracking 
Action Date 
Code YY/MM/DD 

ORIGINATOR f1 I t1o1 I rJ 'l 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

ACTION CODES: 

A - Appropriate Action 
C - Comments 

I - Info Copy 
R - Direct Reply w/Copy 
S - For Signature D - Draft Response 

F - Fact Sheet X - Interim Reply 

DISPOSITION 

Type 
of 

Response Code 

C 

DISPOSITION CODES: 

A - Answered 
B - Non-Special Referral 

Completion 
Date 

YY/MM/DD 

'ti ,()., 

C - Completed 
S - Suspended 

FOR OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE: 

Type of Response = Initials of Signer 
Code = "A" 

Complet ion Date = Date of Outgoing 

t 

Comments: _____________________________________ _ 

eep this worksheet attached to the originaf incoming letter. 
e d all routing updates to Central Reference (Room 75, OEOB). 

ays return completed correspondence record to Central Files . 
.:ie er questions about the correspondence tracking system to Central Reference, ext. 2590. 

1/81 

.. 



- -- --------------------

.. 

RECORDS MANAGEMENT ONLY 

No. of Additional 
Correspondents: __ _ 

Prime /J /\ 
Subject Code:_ l.!,L!_ 

Code 

c __ 

DSP 

SIGNATURE CODES: 

Media: 

Date 

CPn · Presidential Correspondence 
n • 1 • Ronald Wilson Reagan 
n · 2 - Ronald Reagan 
n • 3 • Ron 
n • 4 - Dutch 
n • 5 . 

CLn • First Lady's Correspondence 
n · 1 - Nancy Reagan 
R • 2 · 
n - 3 • 

CLASSIFICATION SECTION 

Individual Codes: 

Secondary 
Subject Codes: ---- --

PRESIDENTIAL REPLY 

Comment 

Time: 

Time: 

MEDIA CODES: 

B - Box/package . 
C · Copy 
D - Official document 
G- Message 
H • Handcarried 
L • Letter 
M- Mailgram 
O-Memo 
P • Photo 
R - Report 
S • Sealed 

CBn · Presidential & First Lady's Correspondence 
n -·1 · Ronald Reagan • Nancy Reagan 

T - Telegram 
V - Telephone 
X • Miscellaneous 
Y · Study n - 2 • 

I 

Form 

P-

Media: __ 



•·· 

.... 
l 
' • 
:1 
1 

I ,, l 
I }· \ 

r 

\J 
; 
i 

i 
~ 
·\ 

'. 

.j 
I 

' l 
J 

l 
l 
j 

,l 
! 

f,: 

\,; 

\, 
·, -~;: .,. .., 

,-

.... -
·, 

- ~-'· ·, 
~..,,, 

-1.._ 

~ 

The Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of the German Democratic Republic 

1717 Massachusetts Avenue, N . W. 

Washington, D. C. 20036 

00 1678 

( 
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MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

February 23 , 1982 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK 

FROM: NORMAN A. BAILEY~ 

SUBJECT: 

It seems to me entirely inappropriate under the present 
circumstances for the President to send a statement to 
the Leipzig Trade Fair i n East Germany (Tab I). I have 
held up clearance. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you kill it or authorize me to do so. 

Approve Disapprove 

~µ 
Henry Nau concurs. 

Attachment 
Tab I Clearance Cable on Presidential Statement 

wJ 
07107 5 

{!,o tJ~-,f .. t1 I 

711 
/J /d tJlt/-t)3 
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FOR: CLEARANCEE) 
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3~5-3044 
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~~ 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

£UR/CE:BWCLARK:DJ 
2/19/82 X22721 
tUR/CE:TGWESTON 

NSC: 
USDOC:SLOTARSKI 

PRIORITY 

ROUTINE 

••• 

. • · 

t.-0. l201s5: N/A 

TAGS: BEXP, GC 

BERLIN 

VIENNA 

SUBJ £CT: PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT FOR LEIPZIG SPRING FAift 

THERE FOLLOWS THE TEXT Of THE PRESI»£NTIAL STATEMENT FOR 
THE SPRING LEIPZIG FAIR: 

BEGIN TEXT: 
·· :· ·· .•. :. · --: :: £·J;:!-: .,,,, . 

ON BEHALF Of THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, I AM HAPPY TO WtlCCfl£ Y~U . 
TO THIS UNITED STATES EXHIBITION. 

OUR EXHIBITORS ARE EMISSARIES Of THE A"ERICAN BUSINESS 
COMMUNITY ~HO SEEK TO JOIN YOU IN DEVELOPING NEij OPPORTUNI
TIES fOR MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL TRADE. 

HERE THEY DISPLAY AND DEMONSTRATE P~O~UCTS TH~T AftE· TYPICAL 
Of THE QUALITY GOODS AND SERVICES THAT AME~ICAN I NDUSTRY 
CAN SUPPLY, IN THE HOPE THAT YOUR INTERESTS A~D THEIRS CAN 
BE MUTUALLY SERVED. 

THI~ EXHIBITION DEMONSTRATES OUR BELIEF THAT EXPAND£) T~A,t 
PROMOTES INTERNATIONAL fRIENnSHIP, ijORL» ECONOMIC P[\-OGRESS 
AND GREATER PROSPERITY FOR ALL· MAY YOU HAVE A PL(jSANT 
AND REWARDING VISIT. 

1 
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I 
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--
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THIS TEXT IS THE STAN: ~~D WHITE HOUSE APPROVED PRESIDENTIAL 
MESSAGE FOR USE AT TRADE FAIRS BY THE DEPARTMENT Of COM-
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President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

7005 Radnor Rd. 
Bethesda, Md 20817 
25 June 198.3 

Enclosed is a copy of a letter I have just sent the 
Secretary of the Army regarding the serious punishment 
given to Austin S. Stockman who tried to help an East 
German family escape to fneedom. 

I am ashamed of the Army and of the United States 
Government for this act of gross injustice. It is a sign 
that we really do not understand the seriousness of the 
threat to losing our freedom. It is also a sign of the 
density of our bureauracy in failing to take advantage of 
an act of bravery from Americans who do understand the value 
of freedom. 

As I told Secretary Marsh, Mr. Stockman should have 
been rewarded instead of punished. Instead, the United States 
Government has ruined a man's life when his major mistake 
was getting caught. The Army's act of injustice goes 180 
degrees counter to what principle would have dictated be done. 

' ;{/2 ' , 
~Knigt~ . 

Sincerely, ~ ~ 

Brigadier General%. my (Ret) 



The Honorable John 0. Marsh Jr. 
Secretary of the Army 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Marsh: 

7005 Radnor Rd. 
Bethesda, Md 20817 
25 June 1983 

The attached article about the court martialing of Austin 
S, Stockman for trying to help an East German family escape to 
freedom is very disturbing to me both as an American citizen 
and as a retired Army general officer. 

We sometimes forget the serious nature of the struggle to 
the death (our death) that Soviet-led communism is imposing on 
the West. We sometimes take for granted the value of the 
freedoms that we have. We are in danger of losing those freedoms 
if we do not act with courage, Unless there is additional 
information not covered.in the article, Mr. Stockman showed the 
kind of courage that deserves praise from the United States 
Government rather than the severe punishment of six months at 
hard labor, loss of pay and a bad conduct discharge. The action 
of the Army shows a shocking lack of understanding of the 
psychological meaning of the act of Mr. Stockman. He was willing 
to stick his neck out and act for the cause of freedom. His real 
problem was that he was caught. Was Mr. Stockman punished 
because he caused an embarrassment to the Army? Rather than 
being a cause of embarrassment, the event could have been used 
positively in a public relations sense showing that people 
living under communism still cherish freedom. In rny view the 
Arrny and the United States Government utterly failed in handling 
the St ockman situation. 

I nstead of being punished, Mr. Stockman should have been 
re-assigned, promoted and given the Soldiers Medal. I am 
ashamed of and disgusted with the leadership of my service. 

cc: President Reagan 

Sincerely, 

/7/L~~;:t;_~ Albi~;-7. Knight . 
Brigadier General, U .. Arrny(Ret ) 

I 
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"Dear Mr. Robinson: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 4, 1983 

Responsible Defense Department and U.S. Army officials and I 
have reviewed your letter of September 28, concerning LIFE 
magazine's interest in publishing a picture story on the U.S. 
Military Liaison Mission at Potsdam, Germany. 

As you know, the U.S. mission in Potsdam is the liaison for 
the Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Army, Europe, to the Commander
in-Chief, Soviet Group of Forces in Germany. As a relic of 
the postwar occupation of Germany by the World War II allies, 
the liaison missions have no direct relationship with German 
authorities in either the Federal Republic or the German Demo
cratic Republic. The U.S. mission is not a "bellwether of 
Soviet-American relations, instantly detecting any change in. 
diplomatic climate." On the contrary, one of its principal 
features is that it is relatively insulated from such fluctua
tions. Our personnel in Potsdam deal only with Soviet forces 
in East Germany and have no contact with GDR military or 
civilian officials. As you mentioned, the assignment provides 
valuable experience and further training for Russian language 
and area specialists in the U.S. armed forces. 

Since the personnel and work of the U.S. military liaison mission 
are well known to Soviet military authorities, there is, as you 
note, nothing secret about them. We believe, however, that to 
remain effective, the mission should maintain its low profile .. 
Publicizing the mission in a national magazine could prompt the 
Soviets to place restrictions on the group's normal operati ons. 
For these reasons, I'm unable to help you. Please accept my 
sincere regrets. 

Mr. Steve Robinson 
Associate Editor 
Time & Life Building 
Rockefeller Center 
New York, New York 10020 

Sincerely, 

MICHAEL K. DEAVER 
Assistant to the President 
Deputy Chief of Staff 

7 
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October 24, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR MICHAEL K. DEAVER 

FROM: ROBERT M. KIMMITTio~ 

702 3 

/7 t.f a CJ3 

Co oS'«f - 0 1 --
SUBJECT: LIFE Request for Permission to Undertake Picture 

Story a-t Potsdam Military Liaison Mission 

The Department of Defense, in consultation with Army intelligence 
and legal officials, feels that such publicity would be undesir
able and could endanger the effective operation of the mission. 
Attached at Tab A, for your signature, is a proposed reply to 
that effect. 

Attachments 

TAB A 
TAB B 

Proposed reply to LIFE 
Incoming letter from LIFE 



• Dear Mr. Robinson: 

I have reviewed with responsi0le D~fense Department and U.S. Army 

officials your letter of September 28, concerning LIFE magazine's 

interest in publishing a picture story on the U.S. Military Liaison 

Mission at Potsdam, Germany. 

As you know, the U.S. mission in Potsdam is the liaison for the 

Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Army, Europe, to the Commander-in-Chief, 

Soviet Group of Forces in Germany. As a relic of the postwar 

occupation of Germany and shared responsibilities among the World 
\ 

War II allies, the liaison missions have no direct relationship 

with German authorities in either the Federal Republic or the German 

Democratic Republic. The U.S. mission is not a "bellwether of Soviet 

American rel~tions, instantly detecting any change in diplomatic climat e. 

On the contrary, one of its principal features is that it is relatively 

insulated from such fluctuations. Our personnel in Potsdam deal only 

with Soviet forces in East Germany and have no contact with GDR military 

or civilian officials. As you mentioned, the assignment provides 

valuable experience and further training for Russian language and area 

specialists in the U.S. armed forces. 

Since the personnel and work of the U.S. military liaison mission 

are well known to Soviet military authorities, there is--as you note-

nothing secret about them. However, we believe that the continued 

effectiveness of the mission depends to a considerable extent 

upon sustaining the low profile it has normally maintained. Publiciz i11g 

the mission in a national magazine could prompt the Soviets co place 

restrictions on the group's normal operations. For these reasons, I 

regret l cannot support your request for assistance to do a photo story 

on the U.S. liaison mission. 

Sincerely, 

Michael K. Deave r 
,·_c:·is tant to the Presiden t 



7023 
MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

ACTION October 24, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT M. KIMMITl 

FROM: ROBERT B. SIMf (>,µt--

SUBJECT: LIFE Request for Permission to Undertake Picture 
Story at Potsdam Military Liaison Mission 

LIFE has written Mike Deaver requesting permission to undertake 
apicture story at the Military Liaison Mission in Potsdam. DOD, 
coordinating with Army intelligence and legal officials, has 
produced the proposed reply (Tab A) which is transmitted to Mike 
Deaver by your memo at Tab I. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the memo to Mike Deaver at Tab I. 

Approve Di approve 

Attachments 

TAB I Memo to Mike Deaver 
TAB A Proposed reply to LIFE 
TAB B Incoming letter from LIFE 

■ 



OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON . D .C 20301 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROBERT M. KIMMITT 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

SUBJECT: Correspondence for Signature of 
Honorable Michael K. Deaver 

17 OCT 1983 

Pursuant to your referral, ID: 8307023, the attached draft 
letter responds to LIFE magazine's request to do a story on the 
U.S. Military Liaison Mission in East Germany. Please note the 
remarks of Deputy Assistant Secretary Ronald S. Lauder next 
under. 

Secretary 

Attachments 
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MEMORANDUM FOR EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 11 OCT 1983 

1983 OCT I 3 PM 2: 03 

Pursuant to your request, attached is a DRAFT REPLY to OSD White House 

case Number w05659 

The request by LIFE magazine to do a story on the U.S. 
military liaison mission in East Germany has been discussed 
with Army intelligence and legal officials and with OSD 
Public Affairs, who agree that such publicity would be 
undesireable and could endanger tne errective operation 
of the mission. 

Attachment 

ldl//4luDER 
eputy Assistant Secretary 
of Defense 

European & NATO Policy 

7 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: 

S/S 8330340 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

Mr. Robert M. Kimmitt 
Director of NSC Secretariat 
The White House 

Letter from Steve Robinson 
ID# 8307023 

October 4, 1983 

The attached correspondence was forwarded to the 
Department of State for draft reply for White House 
signature. 

We have reviewed the correspondence and believe 
that action on this matter more appropriately rests 
with the Department of Defense. 

Executive Secretary 

Attachment: 

As stated. 

7 



ID 83°07023 NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

REFERRAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR : DEPT OF STATE 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION TO ; DEAVER, M 

SOURCE · ROBINSON, STEVE 

DATE 28 SEP 83 

KEYWORDS : MEDIA DEFENSE 

GERMANY FR 

PAGE EOl 

DATE · 03 ()CT 83 

i,3 3 0 340 

SUBJ : LTR TO DEAVER FM TIME & LIFE BLDG MAGAZINE REQUESTING TO UNDERTAKE 

REQUIRED ACTION · DRAFT REPLY FOR WH SIG 

DUEDATE : 12 OCT 83 

COMMENTS : 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 



... 

ID 8307023 ' NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

REFERRAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR : DEFENSE 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION TO : DEAVER, M 

SOURCE ~ ROBINSON, STEVE 

DATE 28 SEP 83 

KEYWORDS : MEDIA DEFENSE 

GERMANY F R 

_.,. 
PAGE E0l 

DATE · 04 OCT 83 

SUBJ : LTR TO DEAVER FM TIME & LIFE BLDG MAGAZINE REQUESTING TO UNDERTAKE 

REQUIRED ACTION ~ DRAFT REPLY FOR WH SIG 

DUEDATE : 12 OCT 83 

COMMENTS · 

FOR ROBERT M. KIMMITT 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

W05659 



NSC/S PROFILE UNCLASSIFIED . ID 8307023 
. - ,. 

. ; ; 

TO DEAVER, M 

KEYWORDS MEDIA 

GERMANY FR 

FROM 

tJ r ,t~~ ~ L ~ T RECEIVED 03 OCT 83 

ROBINSON, STEVE DOCDATE 28 SEP 83 

DEFENSE 

SUBJECT LTR TO DEAVER FM TIME & LIFE BLDG MAGAZINE REQUESTING TO UNDERTAKE 

PICTURE STORY RE MILITARY LIAISON MISSION IN POTSDAM 

ACTION : DRAFT REPLY FOR WH SIG 

COMMENTS 

REF# 

FOR ACTION 

STATE 

LOG 

DUE : 12 OCT 83 STATUS D 

FOR CONCURRENCE 

NSCIFID 

FILES 

FOR INFO 

SIMS 

SOMMER 

MYER 

( LB 

CTION REQUIRE~~~ - COPIES TO 

10 

( C) 
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Time & Life Building 
Rockefeller Center 
New York, New York 10020 
JUdson 6-1212 

Mr. Michael K. Deaver 
Assistant to the President 

and Deputy Chief of Staff 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Deaver: 

September 28, 1983 

For the past several weeks LIFE has sought to obtain permis
sion from the Army and the Department of Defense to undertake a 
picture story on the Military Liaison Mission in Potsdam. Unfor
tunately, the various public relations officers with whom we have 
discussed the story have been unable to process our request either 
because of jurisdictional problems or because higher ranking offi
cers have shied away from press attention to this crucial military 
installation. Moreover, a number of Public Affairs Officers have 
suggested to us that permission for this project can only come 
from the White House. 

We feel that the Military Liaison Mission is a significant 
story that will assume even greater importance in the coming months, 
and we are hoping that you will lend your support to a LIFE essay 
on this unusual military outpost. 

The mission was established in 1947 by agreement between 
Generals Hubner and Melinin as a liaison between the occupation 
armies in Germany. It has been, and continues to be one of the 
U.S.'s main links not only with the Red Army but with the German 
Democratic Republic, as well. Throughout the turbulent history of 
the area the mission has played a key role in maintaining peaceful 
relations between the powers. It was crucial in preventing hostil
ities during the Berlin Wall crisis, for instance, and has been a 
bellwether of Soviet-American relations, instantly detecting any 
change in the diplomatic climate. The mission has been credited 
with maintaining the relative harmony that has existed along the 
German border where two opposing armies have stood counterpoised 
without a serious shooting incident for over three decades. 

The mission is hardly secret; both the British and the Soviets 
operate similar installations. The existence and function of these 
missions are provided for by agreement among the powers. For mili
tary officers the U.S. mission is an important posting for career 
advancement; but, more significantly, it has received publicity in 
the past when relations between the U.S. and the Soviets have be
come strained. 

• 



Page 2 

Our aim is to send a reporter and photographer to the mission 
coincidental with the expected deployment of the Pershing II mis
siles in Europe. We believe this will give LIFE and the American 
people the opportunity to observe the important and difficult task 
that the mis~ion performs. It will also provide an important 
glimpse of the Soviet reaction to the deployment. 

While the mission is not secret we recognize that its opera
tions are highly sensitive. In addition we are aware that the 
safety of its officers is the most important consideration. We 
are willing to discuss any provisions that would maintain the 
security of the mission and the safety of its staff while still 
allowing us the flexibility to prepare a picture essay on its 
activities. We are confident that we can agree on guidelines that 
will protect the mission yet still afford the American people a 
glimpse into an important area of American foreign policy. 

We hope you will support our efforts to cover this story, and 
look forward to hearing your suggestions as to how best to pro
ceed from here. 

SR: jdh 

Sincerely, 

Steve Robinson 
Associate Editor 

1 






